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NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING

AGENDA

December 5, 2016

7:30 p.m.
Posted 12-1-16

_______________________________
 

CALL TO ORDER:

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

 

·         September 26, 2016 Work Session Meeting

·         October 3, 2016 Regular Meeting

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS:

 

A MOTION to DISCUSS and APPOINT Town Council members to serve on the following Committees:

Economic Development Committee    (2)

Galilee Advisory Committee (1)

Knights of the Rockingham Arch (1)

Narragansett-South Kingstown Senior Advisory Committee

Towers Committee (2)      

Washington County Regional Forum (1) (At Large)

 

OPEN FORUM:

Please conduct yourself in an orderly and respectful fashion.   The comments of citizens accessing this portion of our meeting are neither adopted nor

endorsed by this body, but heard as requested.

 

PUBLIC HEARING/DECISION – 8:00 P.M.:
 

The CONTINUATION of a PUBLIC HEARING on the proposed amendment to Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island

entitled Taxation and Finance.

 

CONSENT AGENDA:

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine or have been previously reviewed by the Town Council, and will be enacted by one

motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests, in   which event the item will be removed from the General

Order of Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda.

 

1.       A MOTION to APPROVE the waiver of interest for taxpayers in accordance with Ordinance 2010-936.

 

2.      A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM a One Day Peddler’s License to Jeffry Farrell d/b/a Sunset Farm for Sunday, December 4, 2016 at the
Festival of Lights Event  subject to state and local regulations.

 

3.      A MOTION to APPROVE a Class F Alcoholic Beverage License to Creating Outreach About Addition Support Together (COAST) for December 9, 2016

at The Towers, subject to state and local regulations.

 
OLD BUSINESS:

 

NEW BUSINESS:

 

4. A MOTION to RECEIVE and CONSIDER a recommendation from the Planning Board regarding OC Realty, LLC request to modify the terms of an easement

granted to a portion of town property designated as Lot 329 on Tax Assessor’s Plat P on Point Judith Road to 350 South Pier Road in May 2015.

 

5. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the town of

Narragansett, Rhode island, entitled taxation & finance (Homestead Exemption)

 

6. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading, An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of

the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled “An Ordinance in Relation to Zoning” as it relates to Variances.

 

7. A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution of the Town of Narragansett Joining the Federal Lawsuit Challenging the U.S. Department of the Interior’s Issuance of a
Lease for a Wind Energy Area on Fishing Grounds Important to our Community.

 



8. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island entitled Taxation

and Finance (Tax Credits).

 

9. A MOTION to DISCUSS the Finance Committee’s request to have a financial and process controls review of all proposed major capital projects, the costs of

which are expected to exceed $1 million, and related bond issues, prior to Town Council approval.

 

10. A MOTION to DISSOLVE the Economic Development Committee.

 

11. A MOTION to AWARD the bid for Clothing Cleaning Services for the Police and Fire Departments to the lowest bidder, East Winds Dry Cleaners, at their

quoted prices, for a three-year period, ending December 2019. 

 

12. A MOTION to APPROVE the contract extension for Wastewater Laboratory Analysis for a one-year period with Premier Laboratory Division of Microbac

Labs, Inc. at their quoted prices and rates, under the same terms and conditions as the original contract.

 

13. A MOTION to AUTHORIZE the town manager to hire a full time tax assessor.

 

14. A MOTION to APPOINT an individual to the Land Conservancy Trust to fill a vacant seat to an unexpired three-year term ending on 1/1/2018.

 

15. A MOTION to SCHEDULE a WORK SESSION entitled Marijuana in Rhode Island to January 3, 2017 at 6:00 PM.

 

16. A MOTION to RESCHEDULE the WORK SESSION for Interviews for Planning Board Appointment.

 

17. A MOTION to SCHEDULE a WORK SESSION with the Ad Hoc URI Student Issues subcommittee on Parking to discuss its recommendations on parking.

 

18. A MOTION to APPROVE the Town Council meeting schedule for 2017. 

 

19.  A MOTION to APPROVE and AUTHORIZE the Town Manager to Sign an automatic aid agreement with the Union Fire District concerning fire protection in

the Jerusalem Village

 

 

REPORTS FROM TOWN MANAGER:

 

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCIL:

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
 

ADJOURNMENT:

 

 
Note: Documentation (if any) for items listed on this Agenda is available for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the meeting, at any time during regular business hours at Town
Clerk’s Office, 25 Fifth Avenue, Narragansett, RI  02882.  Interpreters for the hearing impaired can be made available at any meeting provided a request is received a minimum of three (3)
business days prior to said meeting.
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TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT              CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared:  November 30, 2016 

                                    Council Meeting Date:  December 5, 2016  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM:   Anne M. Irons, CMC Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT:  Approval of Town Council Minutes  

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
 
That the Town Council approves the minutes from the following meetings. 
 

 
• September 26 2016 Work Session Meeting – Beach 
• October 3, 2016 Regular Meeting 

 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
Attached are minutes as in accordance to state law. Executive Session minutes are 
sealed. 
 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCI 
WORK SESSION MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 MINUTES 
 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, September, 26, 2016 at 6:06 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present:  Matthew M. Mannix, President 

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member, absent 

     Christopher Wilkens, Member 

     James M. Manni, Town Manager 

      

Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the work session meeting to order to review and 

discuss beach fees, policies, parking near and around the town beach and capital projects 

for 2016 season with the Parks and Recreation Director and the Recreation Advisory 

Committee and staff members.  The President remarked that the council meets yearly 

after the beach season to review the past beach season, complaints or concerns and 

policies and feedback on the summer beach season.   He noted that Steve Wright, Parks 

and Recreation Data will review the data with the council.  He explained that the meeting 

should take about two hours or less. 

 

 

 



Town Council Work Session Meeting 
September 26, 2016 
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Steve Wright, Parks & Recreation Director addressed the council on the operation of the 

beach season for 2016.  He introduced staff members, Scott Hassell and Michelle 

Kershaw and the following members from the Recreation Advisory Board were present: 

Rick Lima, Patrick Brady Jamie Pereira, Winn Hames and Roxanne Pereira. 

 

Steve Wright, Parks & Recreation Director reviewed the attached PowerPoint 

Presentation for the town council members as well as the beach sand replenishment 

report. 

Susan Cicilline Buonanno asked for input on the south lot parking situation pilot 

program. 

Mr. Wright answered that he wanted the beach to manage it and they would always side 

with the residents. He said they always make sure there is always room for the residents.  

Mr. Mannix commented that he only had good feedback from the residents and it should 

remain the same.  He said the complaints were only from the non-residents. 

A discussion ensues on the age of a child to be left on the beach alone and their behavior    

on the beach without adult supervision. It was noted that staff has tried to keep it under 

control however police have been called on occasion.  

Mr. Wilkens brought up a concern on the barge that is in the ocean and the danger that it 

exposes at low tide. 

It was noted that the capital improvement requests were suggestions only at this time and 

would be paid out of the beach enterprise funds. 
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September 26, 2016 
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Mr. Wright noted that 50% of the revenue is upfront from the cabanas, lockers and 

parking and the other 50% of the revenue is weather related because of the parking and 

nonresidents attendance.  He noted that weather wise it was an exceptional year however 

if there is a bad weather the revenue would be down.  

Mr. Mannix noted that last year it was the highest in revenue due to the weather however 

people complained of the amount of people on the beach and how crowded the beach 

was.  It was noted that parking was down by 1% due to using the south lot for residents 

only however the crowds were down on the beach and the residents were happy. 

Steve Wright spoke on a proposed liquor liability option policy for one pilot season for 

the clubhouse and Kinney Bungalow for birthdays, anniversary parties or meetings for no 

more than 50 people and for beer and wine only.  The renter would need to purchase host 

liability insurance which would name the town additionally insured and they would 

purchase a tulip option from the town’s insurance or their own homeowners’ insurance. 

The alcohol service would be in the footprint of the building only and would be only for a 

two hour block of the 5 hour rental duration of the event.  The service would need to be 

stopped one and half hour before the event ends. If a Class F or P license was used it 

would not be applicable it was for so called “tailgating”. 

A cash bar would be available for the venues with proper licenses also. 

Matthew Mannix asked for comments from the public and the following individuals 

spoke: Patrick Brady, Lisa Gardiner, Gina Rahill, Karen Shabshelowitz, Roxanne Pereira,  

Conrad Ferland, Matt Frazier, Neil Gardiner, Winn Hames. 
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President Mannix recapped that the north and south lots will be continued for residents 

only, 12-17 years would be monitored and data to be collected on wrists bands. 

Christopher Wilkens commented he agreed with increasing the bike racks, life guards in 

the surf zone and would like to see at least one lifeguard in the surfing zone and 

expansion of the surf zone by a decision of staff only. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting ends at 7:35 p.m. 

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS  
                                                                                  PRESENTED/AMENDED 

                                                                    

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                               Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Council Clerk                                                           Council Clerk 



































































































































 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: November 21, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  December 5, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Honorable Town Council 
         

FROM: Patrick Murray, Council Member 
 

SUBJECT:    A Public Hearing - In Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of    
           Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled  
                     “Taxation and Finance”. 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council HOLDS a Public Hearing on the proposed amendment to 
Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, 
Entitled “Taxation and Finance”.  

 
SUMMARY: 

 
In its current form, and without any expressed advanced directive, the Homestead 
Exemption enabling legislation requested of the RI General Assembly would, if granted, 
necessarily be implemented by the Town Council under the EXISTING property tax 
ordinance.  
 
An enactment of a Homestead Exemption while maintaining Narragansett’s current 2-
tier (residential/commercial) property tax system remaining in place would CREATE one 
new tax inequity and CONFIRM another. 
 
The NEWLY CREATED inequity is the transferring of the Homestead Exemption costs 
singularly onto the owners of non-owner occupied housing. The CONFORMATON of an 
EXISTING property tax inequity is the continued allowance of the current commercial 
tax rate to remain at the punishing rate of 150% of the residential rate - the highest 
allowable by Rhode Island state law.  
 
The passage of this ordinance would restore Narragansett’s property tax system to one 
that would tax ALL properties based solely on their appraised value. 
 
With Rhode Island being nationally known as a high-tax/anti-business state, individual 
cities and towns must start accepting responsibility for their part in this reputation and 
begin taking the necessary measures to fix the problem. This proposed ordinance, 
along with this council’s previously adopted reduction of the tangible property tax, will 
put Narragansett in the forefront of much needed pro-business reforms. 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 
A Public Hearing - In Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of  
Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled  
“Taxation and Finance”. 
December 5, 2016 
Page Two 
 
 
At the June 6, 2016 town council meeting a first reading was held on a proposal for a 
single tax rate ordinance. The passage of this ordinance would restore Narragansett’s 
property tax system to one that would tax ALL properties based solely on their 
appraised value 
 
The second reading and adoption of the proposed ordinance was scheduled for the 
June 20, 2016 town council meeting.  However, a petition signed by 53 residents was 
filed requesting a public hearing be held on the proposed ordinance amendment to 
Sec. 70-4 entitled Taxation and Finance, as in accordance with the Town Charter 
Section 2-1-9. 
 
A public hearing was held on August 1, 2016 and continued until September 19, 2016. 
The public hearing was continued on September 19, 2016 to December 5, 2016. 
 
 
 
  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Advertisement 
2. Proposed Ordinance 
3. Agenda Items 09-19-16,08-01-16,06-20-16, 06-06-16 





 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

CHAPTER 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “TAXATION AND FINANCE” 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows:  

Section 1: Section 4, (Compliance with State Law) of Chapter 70 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation and Finance” is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 70-4. — Compliance with State Law 

(a) All property in Class 3, which is classified as inventory, shall be taxed in 

accordance with § 44-3-29.1 of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the 

phasing out of taxes on said property. 

 

(b) All property in Class 4 shall be taxed in accordance with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 

of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing out of taxes on said 

property. 

 

(c) If the Town adopts a Homestead Exemption, the classification/tax rate system shall 

be as follows;     

 

 (1) All property that is classified as Class 1, 2 and 3 shall be taxed at the same tax  

       rate.  

 (2)  All property classified as Class 4 shall continue to be taxed in accordance 

                  with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 RIGL. 

 

Section 2: This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances 

or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

day of June, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

day of June, 2016 

 

ATTEST: 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk 


















































