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NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING

AGENDA

DECEMBER 19, 2016

7:30 p.m.
Posted 12-15 -16

______________________________________   
 

CALL TO ORDER:

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

 

·         October 17, 2016 Regular Meeting

·         October 24, 2016 Special Meeting

·         October 24, 2016 Show Cause Hearing

·         November 21, 2016 Regular Meeting

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS:

 

OPEN FORUM:

Please conduct yourself in an orderly and respectful fashion.   The comments of citizens accessing this portion of our meeting

are neither adopted nor endorsed by this body, but heard as requested.

 

PUBLIC HEARING/DECISION – 8:00 P.M.:
 

A PUBLIC HEARING on an Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett,

Rhode Island, Entitled “Taxation & Finance” (Homestead Exemption)
 

CONSENT AGENDA:

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine or have been previously reviewed by the Town Council, and will be enacted by one

motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests, in   which event the item will be removed from the General

Order of Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda.

 

1.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Narragansett Lions Club for their Annual Pier Plunge scheduled for January 1, 2017 from

9:30 am to 1:00 pm at the Town Beach, subject to approval of state and local regulations.
 

2.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the National MS Society  to conduct their annual Charity Walk on Sunday April 9, 2017 from 9:00 am to 12:00

pm, subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 

3.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from Ampsurf to conduct a one day free surfing event for disabled veterans at the Town Beach on June 10, 2017 from

7:00 am to 1:00 pm subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 

4.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from Manuka Sports Event Management to conduct a cycling road race to be held on Sunday August 6, 2017 from

9:00 am to 12:00 pm, subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 

5.      A MOTION to APPROVE the Bobby Doyle 5 Mile Summer Classic Road Race on Sunday August 13, 2017, subject to state and local laws regulations.

 

6.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from Gray Matter Marketing and the Narragansett Historical Society to conduct the fifth annual Ocean Road 10K road

race to be held on Sunday October 1, 2017 from 8:00 am to 11:00 am subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 

7.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Animal Rescue League of Southern RI to conduct their annual  Bark on the Beach fundraiser at the Town

Beach on October 14, 2017 from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 

8.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from Rhode Races & Events Inc. to conduct the annual Ocean State Rhode Race Half Marathon and 5K Road Race

to be held on Sunday October 29, 2017 from 7:30 am to 1:30 pm subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 

9.      A MOTION to APPROVE one (1) consent agenda item from the Finance Department, in the total amount of $7,608.38.

 

10.  A MOTION to APPROVE a Class F-1 Alcoholic Beverage License to The Ocean State Waves for March 3, 2017 at The Towers, Narragansett, RI, subject

to state and local regulations.

 

 
OLD BUSINESS:

 



NEW BUSINESS:

 

11. A MOTION to  DISCUSS the ADOPTION of a Resolution Opposing the Siting of the Clear River Energy Center in Burrillville, Rhode Island

 

12. A MOTION to ADOPT an Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled “Taxation
& Finance” (Homestead Exemption)

 

13. A MOTION to ADOPT an Ordinance amending text revisions of Section 11, (Variances) of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Narragansett.

 

14. A MOTION to DISCUSS the Finance Committee’s request to have a financial and process controls review of all proposed major capital projects, the costs of

which are expected to exceed $1 million, and related bond issues, prior to Town Council approval.

 

15. A MOTION to FORM a Town Building Committee for Town initiated construction projects that the Town Manager deems appropriate.

 

16. A MOTION to approve $1,000 expenditure from the Contingency Fund to participate in the Commerce RI Lean Initiative.

 

17. A MOTION to RECEIVE and ACCEPT a grant from the Rhode Island Justice Commission in the amount of $13,795.00 and APPROVE the expenditure of

funds.

 

18. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of one small diameter lateral inspection camera system for the Wastewater Division TV Inspection System from

Atlantic Machinery, Inc., in the amount of $14,936.10.

 

19. A MOTION to APPROVE a contract amendment for Final Design and  Services During Construction for the Town Hall Roof Replacement and Front Entrance

Improvements Project to Robinson Green Baretta (RGB), in an amount not to exceed $20,000.00.

 

20. Town Council President APPOINTS an individual to the Historic District Commission as an alternate member with a one year term to expire on January 1,

2018.

 

21. A MOTION to SCHEDULE a WORK SESSION to discuss agenda setting, procedures and town council vision to January 9, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

REPORTS FROM TOWN MANAGER:

 

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCIL:

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

 

ADJOURNMENT:

 

 
Note: Documentation (if any) for items listed on this Agenda is available for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the meeting, at any time during regular business hours at Town
Clerk’s Office, 25 Fifth Avenue, Narragansett, RI  02882.  Interpreters for the hearing impaired can be made available at any meeting provided a request is received a minimum of three (3)
business days prior to said meeting.
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TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT              CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared:  December 9, 2016 

                                    Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM:   Anne M. Irons, CMC Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT:  Approval of Town Council Minutes  

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
 
That the Town Council approves the minutes from the following meetings. 
 

 
• October 17, 2016 Regular Meeting 
• October 24, 2016 Special Meeting 
• October 24, 2016 Show Cause Hearing 
• November 21, 2016 Regular Meeting 

 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
Attached are minutes as in accordance to state law. Executive Session minutes are 
sealed. 
 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

OCTOBER 17, 2016 MINUTES 
 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, October 17, 2016 at 7:30 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present: Matthew M. Mannix, President 

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      James M. Manni, Town Manager 

      Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

            

Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the meeting to order and leads those in attendance in 

Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES           

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

approve the minutes of the July 5, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

approve the  minutes of the July 18, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes   as presented. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

approve the minutes of the August 1, 2016 Regular Meeting as presented. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

approve the minutes of the August 9, 2016 Public Hearing Meeting as presented. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

Annual Snow Plow Rodeo and American Public Works Association 

(APWA)Winter Snow and Ice Conference – Jason Teolis & Mike Nally 

On Sept. 14 Jason Teolis and Mike McNally competed in the State level Snow Plow 

Rodeo and came in first out of 12 teams competing held by the Rhode Island Public 

Works Association (RIPWA).  On Sept. 27 thru Oct.1, Jason Teolis and Michael Nally  
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attended the Annual Snow Plow Rodeo and American Public Works Association 

(APWA) Winter Snow and Ice Conference in Loveland, Colorado.  

Jason and Michael attended a 2-day Winter Storm Supervisor Workshop which is a 

nationally accredited certificate.  As a team they also competed in the Single Axle Truck 

Snow Plow Event and placed 31 out of 48 nationally.  They also competed in the Tandem 

Axle Truck Snow Plow Event to Place 42 out 50 nationally. And lastly, Jason competed 

in the Frontend Loader Skills event and he placed 2nd out of 75 national competitors.  It 

was great achievement for not only the State of Rhode Island, but for the Department of 

Public Works here in Narragansett. This was an all-expense paid for opportunity for these 

employees by the Rhode Island Public Works Association (RIPWA).  

Susan Bush, representing Narragansett Historical Preservation Society and Matthew 

Gray, representative from Gray Matter.  Mr. Gray presented a check in the amount of 

$6,500 which was a portion of the proceeds from the Ocean Road 10K to the 

Narragansett Historical Society. 

OPEN FORUM: 

Open Forum is now held and the following individuals address the Council, viz: 

Raymond Kagels of Kenyon Farms Road thanked resident Paul Zonfrillo for bringing to 

his attention that pictures of his campaign signs in front of house that had been “orange 

stickered” were posted on social media; Paul Zonfrillo of Winward Circle thanked the  
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town council for the recent outstanding appointments in their tenure  and their dedication 

to the town for the past two year; Gloria Roman of Wheatfield Cove thanked Councilor 

Christopher Wilkens for his recent support in the newspaper for the Library bond q 

question on the ballot as well as a new library.  She also thanked all the council members 

for their support; Karen Shabshelowitz of Wanda Street commented that she had been 

upset for the past few weeks on a number of issues. She spoke on her displeasure that she 

was not allowed to attend a “meet the candidates” sponsored by a neighborhood 

association as she was not a member and that an email she sent to the government was 

forwarded to that neighborhood association board members;  Stanley Wojciechowski of 

Narragansett thanked the council for their service. He also thanked the town manager for 

his comment in the newspaper of rigorous enforcement of the four unrelated ordinance. 

He commented that disturbing the peace and drunk and disorderly should be a top priority 

not unrelated people.  He believed it was against his civil rights to search his home for 4 

unrelated people; Chris Goglia of Kingstown Road apologized to Karen Shabshelowitz  

for the distress she had however the meet and greet can be seen on YOUTUBE.  
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PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A MOTION to SCHEDULE a Show Cause Hearing on Sand Hill Associates Ltd 

"Charlie O's Tavern on the Point" for possible violations of the alcoholic beverage 

licensing statutes and regulations.                          

 

The Narragansett Fire Department has responded to a number of Fire Code related issues 

involving Charlie O's Tavern on the Point. Primary concern remains the April 10, 2014 

decision from the Rhode Island Fire Safety Board of Appeal and Review directing the 

installation of an automatic sprinkler system. The Fire Marshal has been working with 

Mr. Chris Simon for more than a year with no resolution in sight.   

Due to the seriousness of the situation and in consulting with the Town Solicitor and the 

Rhode Island State Fire Marshal’s Office it is recommended that the Town Council 

schedule a Show Cause hearing to address the town’s concerns. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

SCHEDULE a Show Cause hearing on Sand Hill Associates Ltd "Charlie O's Tavern on 

the Point" to October 24, 2016. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray ay, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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A PUBLIC HEARING on An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of The Code 

Of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & 

Finance.  (Classification Combination) 

Currently the Tax Assessor classifies all ratable property in four classes.  It has been 

proposed the town council combines, Class 2 the commercial and industrial real estate, 

with the residential real estate which would be identified as Class 1.   The ratable tangible 

personal property would be known as Class 2.   And all motor vehicles and trailers 

subject to the excise tax created by Chapter 34 of Title 44 of the General Laws would be 

recognized as Class 3.By combining classes, all commercial, industrial and residential 

real estate or more, would no longer be taxed at 150%. 

Also the Tax Assessor would no longer have the need to allocate a percentage of each 

allocation for real property that is used for more than one purpose. 

The first reading was held on September 6, 2016 and the council agreed to hold a 

schedule a public hearing. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

OPEN the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
October 17, 2016  
Book 57 Page 714 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi addresses the council on the proposed ordinance.  He summarized 

that in 2003 the town council at that time passed by a 3/2 vote to change the single tax 

rate to a two tier tax rate after 115 years.  He explained the purpose for the change was to 

equilibrate the discrepancy between the assessments of commercial properties as related 

to residential properties. It was noted that the General Assembly gave municipalities the 

option to go up to 150 percent of residential properties for the taxation of commercial 

properties.  It was further noted that mills had not been assessed for decades and when 

assessed the mills moved out and there was loss of tax revenue in those communities 

which made the residential values go up so the 150 percent differential was put in place. 

Councilor Ranaldi remarked that the entire taxable value be divided into the budget to 

come up with the tax rate and multiply the properties by the rate and that is a fair tax 

system. He said the town does show empathy to the elderly and veterans and maybe the 

town may want to show empathy to those that live in town all year round with a 

homestead exemption. 

Councilor Ranaldi remarked that the vote was taken with no numerical quantification, no 

numerical compilation only a vote and the commercial properties for the past 13 years 

have been paying the price and it was time for it to be changed. 

 

Councilor Patrick Murray commented that he has been talking about it since 2012 and it 

was time to correct it and with the new 35,000 tangible tax break it would help the local 

businesses and promote job growth and produce more revenue. 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno commented that she supported the businesses in town and was 

not completely opposed to  the one single tax rate however it was not been vetted enough 

and maybe the commercial rate can go down but the next council should continue the 

conversations on it. 

Councilor Wilkens moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

move Item #8 up on the agenda to vote on after the public hearing. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

Proponent and Opponents are called and the following individuals and sworn in and 

address the council: 

Christine Quigley, Chris Laccinole, Dianne Mann, Michael Riley, Kevin Durfee, Ray 

Kagels, Stephen Glazer, George Lenihan, Jerry Fortin, Stanley Wojciechowski, Robert 

Ferraro, Duane, Boucher, Laurie Kelly, Michael O’Connor, Christopher Westcott, 

Margaret Rogers, Joe Lembo, Andrew Giannetto, Joseph Paglia, Robert Flanders, 

Maggie Salvatore, Timothy Lenihan, Richard VanGermeersch, Dennis Lynch, Paul 

Zonfrillo, Karl Midunsky, Winter B. Hames, III, John Miller, Carol Stuart, Steve 

Ferrandi, Karen Shabshelowitz. 
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Raymond Ranaldi noted that the percentage that would be transferred was 1.6 % which is 

$985,000, it’s not 10% it is 1.6%, $985,000. 

The council recessed for ten minutes. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is so voted to 

CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix nay 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno suggested continuing the public hearing to have it vetted it 

further. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Matthew M. Mannix seconded and it is so voted  

CONTINUE. 

Raymond Ranaldi commented that he did not want to continue it. He commented that 

people were afraid to comment because they were afraid of retribution. He then spoke of 

the Boston Tea Party and quoted from the Declaration of Independence. “If there is 

something wrong and you have the ability to make it right, then you have the 

responsibility to make it right. 

Patrick Murry commented that all he wanted to make it right for the businesses.  It was 

noted that earlier business owners said they would be able to increase their part time  
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employees to full time, there was employment and rent stabilization.  He said he was 

going to keep pushing in something he believed. 

The motion to CONTINUE failed. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray nay,  Raymond A. Ranaldi nay,  

Christopher Wilkens nay,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

PLEASE SEE STENOGRAPHER TRANSCRIPT FOR MORE DETAILS    

#8 was then voted on as follows: 

Raymond Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to ADOPT An 

Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of The Code Of Ordinances of the Town of 

Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance.  (Classification Combination) 

Christopher Wilkens commented that the though the ordinance was pro-business however 

the vote was not primarily pro-business by design but by default.  He said it treats all 

taxpayers equally, not some more equally than others, but equally.  He said it transcends 

the slogans of being either pro-business or anti-business, but his opinion was it simply 

corrects an injustice against a very small business community that provides goods, 

services, health care and employment for the town and not to mention the fisherman.  He 

further commented that if the ordinance prevails, it is fair to all and the Narragansett 

property taxpayers will equally share the property tax burden solely based on the value of 

their properties.   He said it is a decision between two very difference core principles, 

equal taxation under the law, or unequal taxation under the law.  He said just tax policy is 

fairness and equity and the ordinance aims to restore both. 
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Councilor Wilkens remarked that he had been warned that voting in favor of restoring the 

single property tax rate was a very bad political move because it would increase taxes 

next July and opponents would tap into voter fear and anger in the remaining election 

season.  He said he would rely on the voters’ sense of fairness and good judgment and 

whatever the outcome so be it because doing the right thing is far more important to him 

than the politically correct thing.  He commented that Narragansett was a small town with 

one people and there should be one tax. 

President Mannix thanked the business community for attending the meeting and their 

contribution to the community.  He commented that he believed it should have been in 

tandem with the budget in order to see real numbers and not the current budget.  

President Mannix said he has shown his commitment to the taxpayers both residential 

and commercial by scraping and scrimping and has actually voted against a budget. 

He said if the 50% relief is given on the commercial side how is the town going to pay 

for that and will it be on the residents back, reduce the pension pay off year to year.  He 

asked what will be done, reduce the school allocation? He said it needed to be done with 

the real budget.   

President Mannix stated that the tangible property relief for under $35,000 was a good 

idea and was targeted to the small businesses.  He said that the town was the 7th best 

commercial tax rate out of the 39 communities.  He noted that Narragansett was pro-

business.  Mr. Mannix spoke of the EDC Homestead versions and the enabling legislation  
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for the Homestead Exemption.  He said bottom line it will raise taxes and it was being 

done in a vacuum and he could not support it. 

Mr. Ranaldi commented that if it was brought up at budget time it would confuse the 

issue even more.  He said this was basic and the right thing to do for all the right reasons. 

Mr. Ranaldi commented that the indebtedness right now was 4% plus $672,000.  He said 

taxes are going up next year and it should go up by 4% which would have to go before 

the General Assembly.  He said if both were discussed something would get lost and that 

it would get pushed down the road again. 

Matthew Mannix commented that he didn’t believe that taxes should go up 4% next year. 

The motion passed 3/2 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno nay, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix nay 

 
TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 
CHAPTER 1029 

 
AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “TAXATION & FINANCE” 
 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: Section 1:  
Article I, (In General), of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 
Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & Finance” is hereby enacted and amended to read as 
follows: 
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ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL  
 
Sec. 70-1. - List of ratable property.  
(a) A system of classification of taxable property is hereby adopted by the town in 
which all ratable property in the town shall be classified by the assessor as follows:  
(1) Class 1: All commercial and industrial real estate and all residential real estate 
including all mobile/manufactured homes  
(2) Class 2: All ratable tangible personal property.  
(3) Class 3: All motor vehicles and trailers subject to the excise tax created by 
Chapter 34 of Title 44 of the General Laws of Rhode Island.  
 
Sec. 70-2. - Duties of assessor and finance director.  
 
(a) The assessor of the town, on or before June 15 of each year, shall make a full and 
fair cash valuation of all the estate, real and personal, including motor vehicles and 
trailers, subject to taxation, and determine the assessed valuation of each property class.  
(b) The finance director with the approval of the town council shall have the authority 
to apply different rates of taxation to each property class and to determine the tax due and 
payable on the property; provided however, that such rates of taxation shall be uniform 
within each class. 
 
Sec. 70-3. - Tax levy determination.  
 
The assessor shall provide to the finance director and the town council a list containing 
the full and fair cash valuation of each property class. The finance director shall, with the 
approval of the town council, annually determine the percentages of the tax levy to be 
apportioned each class of property and shall annually apply tax rates sufficient to produce 
the proportion of the total tax levy.  
 

Sec. 70-4. - Compliance with state law.  
 
(a) All property in Class 2, which is classified as inventory, shall be taxed in 
accordance with § 44-3-29.1 of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing 
out of taxes on said property.  
(b) All property in Class 3 shall be taxed in accordance with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 
of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing out of taxes on said property.  
 
Secs. 70-5—70-20. - Reserved.  
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Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other 
ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 6th day 
of September, 2016. 
 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 17th 

day of October, 2016. 
 

ATTEST: 
S/Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 

A PUBLIC HEARING on An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 the Code of 

Ordinances, of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled Taxation and 

Finance. (New Subdivision VII - Tax Credit for Historic District properties) 

 

Since the establishment of the Narragansett Historic District Commission there has been 

an interest in identifying ways in which the Town can encourage the preservation and 

proper maintenance of the historic structures located in the Town’s five locally regulated 

Historic Districts.  One way to enhance the situation for owners of older homes is to 

provide a temporary tax break when they remodel or repair the exterior of their homes.   

The reason for this is that the cost of sympathetic repair to historic houses is somewhat 

higher than more recently built homes, due mostly to the time it takes to delicately 

remove deteriorated sections of wall, trim or roofing and to splice, piece-in or repair 

those components.   The Historic District Commission, in concert with the staff, has 

researched the State Law which enables such action, (RIGL 44-4.1), and drafted an  
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ordinance they believe is both helpful to these homeowners and reasonable to the Town 

and its other taxpayers. The maximum tax credit would be capped at $2,000 per year or a 

total of $10,000 for the maximum five years of relief for a project exceeding $50,000 in 

construction cost. At the end of the tax credit period, the full tax obligation as required 

per the updated value and assessment would then be perpetually assigned.  

 

A copy of the draft was previously sent to Council members which was addressed at a 

workshop on March 28th and a follow-up presentation at the Town Council’s regular 

meeting on June 20th.   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

OPEN the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director addressed the council on the 

proposed ordinance and reviewed a PowerPoint Presentation. 

He gave the background of the research done by the committee members of the Historic 

District Commission.  He explained the reason for considering the ordinance for the 

historic homes is that they have somewhat of a higher cost than other homes to repair. He 

said the work takes more time and more costly. It was noted that RIGL Law 44-4-1 

allows the tax exemption.  He explained to qualify for the exemption the home is required  
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to be either in a historic district, on the state register or designated by the town as an 

individual structure subject to the regulations. The minimum $10,000 expenditure to the 

exterior of the home would be a minimum criteria and the owner would receive a tax 

credit of a maximum of 20% of the documented costs of the work under the authority of 

the Historic District Commission.  It was noted that a $50,000 project would get a 

$10,000 tax credit which would be the maximum, it was non transferrable and it could 

not be claimed if expenditures qualify for other federal tax credits under the IRS Code 47 

or under the Mill Building Revitalization Act under RIGL 42-64-7. 

 

Mr. DeLuca explained the application process would be through the Assessor’s office 

with an application fee of $100.00 for any projects less than $25,000 and projects 

exceeding $25,000 the fee would be $200.00. The members of the HDC would review 

the application and backup information and they would make the determination on the 

tax credit. 

 

Keith Lescarbeau, Chair of the Historic District Commission addresses the council.  He 

explains that it would not be a burden or a decrease to the tax base as it was actually a 

credit towards a larger influx of income that would be realized by the town by the 

projects as there would be an increase in the value of the properties. He said the tax rate 

from the increased assessment more than outweighs the credit that is given and would be 

an increase in revenue for the town.  
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Mr. Lescarbeau explained that the applicants have a burden as they have to wait 24 hours 

for an administrative approval, they have to attend an HDC meeting, the work that is 

done to the property needs to be appropriate for the historic structure and those were all 

burdens for the applicant and the tax break would give them a break towards the 

additional taxes they will be paying. 

Mr. Lescarbeau reviewed the work that the Historic District Commission had done over 

the past five years 

Proponents and opponents are called and the following testify.  

Raymond Kagels and Dennis Lynch were both previously sworn in. 

  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

The first reading of the proposed ordinance will be placed on the next agenda. 

 

A MOTION to ADOPT The Harbor Management Plan, 2016. 

The Plan has been under review and revision by the Harbor Management Commission 

since 2014.  A public hearing was held on the revised Harbor Management Plan on 

August 22, 2016.  Specifically, this updates policies of the Town for public access, water 

quality, mooring management and storm preparedness.  The vast majority of amendments  
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are minor in nature reflecting updated definitions and procedures.  The major revisions 

are in the following categories: 

a. Removal of references to “anchorage areas” 

b. New “no-wake” zone in the East Pond 

c. Installation of best management practices and other stormwater management 

 regulations. 

d. Improved water quality and mooring databases 

e. Revised /improved mooring inspection cycles 

f. Policy to minimize impacts associated with public access to shoreline areas. 

g. Fines 

h. Process of hearing appeals of Harbormaster decisions 

i. Updated standards for mooring tackle 

j. Definition and regulation of “Outhauls”. 

k. Updated inspections procedures. 

l. Application Fees 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

ADOPT The Harbor Management Plan, 2016. 
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A discussion was held on the no wake zone in the East Pond being changed from 200 feet 

to 1200 feet. Michael DeLuca will check with the Harbor Management Plan for 

clarification.  It was also noted that the Harbor Management Ordinance had already been 

adopted at an earlier meeting. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

A PUBLIC HEARING on the Renewal of Alcoholic Beverage Licenses for 

the license period of December 1, 2016 to November 30, 2017. 

In accordance with Rhode Island General Laws 3-5-1, the Town Council is the licensing 

board for the approval of granting a liquor license.  All licenses shall be renewable on 

December 1 each year in accordance with the state law and the town’s liquor license rules 

and regulations. 

The holder of a license is entitled to have the license renewed, provided: 

The license renewal application is complete and submitted timely. 

The applicant meets all the criteria for issuance of the initial license.  

The Town Council may refuse to renew the license for cause.  Cause shall include:   

• One or more incidents of disorderly conduct within the licensed premises or 

outside the licensed premises if the conduct can be shown to have its genesis within the 

premises;  
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• Failure to comply with State and local health and safety laws, codes, ordinances, 

rules and regulations; 

• Failure to comply with State and local alcoholic beverage laws, codes, rules and 

regulations; 

• Delinquency of applicant in payment of municipal taxes and user fees in 

accordance with Section 9-14 of the Town Code; and 

• Failure to furnish a Certificate of Good Standing from the Rhode Island Division 

of Taxation. 

Failure of the Town Council to act on a license renewal application, timely submitted and 

fully completed and executed, shall cause the existing license to be extended until such 

time as the Town Council acts on the application (Rhode Island General Laws Section 

42-35-14).   

The following license holders have outstanding issues and need to be addressed before 

November 30, 2016: 

GFL Inc. "Pancho O’Malley’s"                                                                    

140 Point Judith Road 

Hank's Down South LLC "Hank's Down South" 

33 State Street 

Mainland Narragansett RI Inc. "Narragansett Grill" 

1200 Ocean Road 
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Pelly's Properties LLC "Pelly's Place" 

909 Boston Neck Road 

The Breaker's Pub LLC "The Breaker's Pub"                                     

140 Point Judith Road 

Sand Hill Associates LTD. 

"Charlie O's Tavern on the Point" 

2 Sand Hill Road              

President Mannix reads the advertisement 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

OPEN the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 
TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

PUBLIC HEARING 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 

 

     NOTICE is hereby given by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett, it being 

the Licensing Board of said Town, that the following named have applied for the 

Renewal of their Alcoholic Beverage Licenses under the provisions of Title 3 of the 

General Laws of Rhode Island, 1956, and amendments thereto, for their respective place 

of business hereinafter set forth, viz: 
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ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES - RENEWALS 2016-2017 

CLASS A ALCOHOL BEVERAGE LICENSES - RENEWALS (4)  

Bonnet Spirits Inc. - e/s Boston Neck Road, #965 – “Bonnet Liquors” 

O'Neil's Package Store Inc. - s/s South Pier Road, #366 –    

                                                                    “O'Neil's Package Store” 

Pier Liquors – n/s Pier Market Place, #29 – “Pier Liquors” 

Schwabby’s Wine and Spirits Inc. - w/s Point Judith Road, #855 -  

                                                                  “Schwabby’s Wine and Spirits” 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno  moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to renew the (4) Class A Alcohol Beverage Licenses, subject to compliance with 

local and state regulations.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

CLASS B VICTUALING LIMITED ALCOHOL BEVERAGE LICENSES - 

RENEWALS (6) 

Aunt Carrie’s Inc. s/s Ocean Road #1240 “Aunt Carries” 
 
JB Coffee Company LLC s/s Kingstown Road #18 “Cool Beans Café” 
 
Juleo's LLC - e/s Boston Neck Road, #909 - "Leo's Pizza" 
 
Michael Maxon n/s Narragansett Avenue #83 “The Bed & Bistro” 
 
Casey Montanari e/s Boon Street #148 “The Bike Stop Café” 
 
Shoobies LLC s/s Sand Hill Cove Rd#12 “Shoobies” 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to renew the (6) Class B Limited Alcohol Beverage Licenses, subject to 

compliance with local and state regulations.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

CLASS B-TAVERN ALCOHOL BEVERAGE LICENSES RENEWALS (4) 

INP Beverage Services - w/s Ocean Road, #113 -   “Ocean Rose Inn” d/b/a Turtle Soup  

Pri X Beverage Services- e/s Great Island Road, #307 -   “Lighthouse Inn”  

d/b/a The Sandbar 

Narragansett Recreation Partners LLC w/s Beach Street #1 d/b/a “Aqua Blue Hotel” d/b/a 

Oceanside at the Pier/Maharaja Restaurant/Amalfi Catering  

The Break LLC e/s Ocean Road #1208 “The Break Hotel” d/b/a Chair 5 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved,  Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to  renew the (4) Class B Tavern Alcohol Beverage Licenses, subject to 

compliance with local and state regulations.   

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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CLASS B-VICTUALING ALCOHOL BEVERAGE LICENSES - RENEWALS (22)     

BamKelPeg1112 LLC – e/s Great Island Road #265 

                                                        “Buster Krab’s Burger Shack” 

Catarina’s Italian Restaurant Inc. – e/s Boston Neck Road, #945 –  

                                                                     “Catarina’s Italian Village” 

Champlin’s Seafood Deck Inc. – w/s Great Island Road, #256 –  

                                                                     “Champlin’s Seafood Deck”  

Diamond Arturo Corp. - e/s Point Judith Road, #140 -   "Arturo Joe's"         

                                            

GFL Inc. - e/s Point Judith Road, #140 -    "Pancho O'Malley's" 

George's Galilee Restaurant Inc. - s/s Sand Hill Cove   Road, #250 –   

                                                                     "George's of Galilee" 

Hammerhead Grill Inc. - e/s Ocean Road, #1230 -   "Bon Vue Inn" 

Mainland Narragansett RI, Inc. - e/s Ocean Road, #1200- “Narragansett Grill” 

Mariner Grille Inc. – e/s Point Judith Road, #140, -   “Mariner Grille”                                            

New Dragon Inc. - e/s Point Judith Road, #80 -   "New Dragon" 

Pelly’s Properties LLC – e/s Boston Neck Road, #909 -   “Pelly’s Place” 

Pier Inc. - e/s Great Island Road, #221 -   "Portside Restaurant" 

Sagg’s Enterprises LLC – e/s Boon Street, #135 – “P.J.’s Pub” 
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Sand Hill Associates Ltd - s/s Sand Hill Cove Road, #2 - 

                                                               "Charlie O's Tavern on the Point" 

Southwinds Corporation - e/s Ocean Road, #40 - “Coast Guard House" 

Spain of Narragansett Inc. - e/s Ocean Road, #1144 -   "Spain Restaurant"   

The Breaker’s Pub LLC - e/s Point Judith Road, #140, - “The Breaker’s Pub”                                           

TRG II, INC.   – w/s Point Judith Road, #91 –   “T’s Narragansett” 

Trio LLC, - n/s Kingstown Road, #15 -“Trio” 

Twin Willows Inc. - e/s Boston Neck Road, #865 - “Twin Willows" 

Whale Rock Restaurant Group LLC – n/s Pier Market Place #21 “Tortuga Restaurant” 

Wheelhouse LLC   w/s Great Island Road, #294 – “Wheelhouse LLC”                                   

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to renew the (22) Class B Victualling Alcohol Beverage Licenses, subject to 

compliance with local and state regulations.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

CLASS D CLUB ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES - RENEWALS (6) 

Bonnet Shores Beach Club Assn. - s/s Bonnet Point Road, #175 -  

                                                                   “Bonnet Shores Beach Club”  

Dunes Corporation - e/s Boston Neck Road, #137 - “The Dunes Club" 

GBC Association - s/s Sand Hill Cove Road, #220 - “Galilee Beach Club"  
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Mettatuxet Improvement Assoc. - w/s South River Drive, #30 

                                                                       -  "Mettatuxet Yacht Club"                                                    

Pettaquamscutt Lake Shores Improvement Association - w/s Woodsia Road – 

                                  "Pettaquamscutt Lake Shores Improvement Association" 

Point Judith Country Club - s/s Windemere Road, #150  

                                                                          -   "Point Judith Country Club"   

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to renew (6) Class D Alcohol Beverage Licenses, subject to compliance with 

local and state regulations.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

The consent agenda is voted on with one motion.   

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Narragansett Chamber of 

Commerce to sponsor the 3rd Annual Calamari Festival Saturday  on 

September 9, 2017 from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm at Veteran’s Memorial Park 

and Gazebo Park subject to state and local regulations.    

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

2. A MOTION to APPROVE the list of Real Estate abatements in the amount of 

$976.07 and the list of Motor Vehicle abatements in the amount of $4.31.   

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0)  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye                 

3. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of CAD to third party XML 

Interface for the Fire Department from TriTech Software Systems (formerly 

Information Management Corporation, IMC), in the amount of $2,950.00 and 

authorizes the Town Manager to sign the contract after review by the Town 

Solicitor. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

4. A MOTION to APPROVE the contract with Daniel Dyer Construction in the 

amount of $7,810.00 for building renovation services of 7 Elm Avenue, 

Narragansett. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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5. A MOTION to APPROVE the annual service agreement for the water meter 

reading system from Itron, Inc. in the amount of $6,187.51. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

6. A MOTION to AWARD  the contract for the Festival of Lights Holiday 

Fireworks Display to Pyrotecnico Fireworks, Inc., in the amount of $3,500.00 

and authorizes the Town Manager to sign the contract after review by the 

Town Solicitor. 

AWARDED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0)  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  

7. A MOTION to REFER a request from Gary Moore (and others) for a waiver 

of the Sewer Policy for Plat N-R, various lots, Sebago and Allagash Trails, to 

the Sewer Policy Committee for review. 

REFERRED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  

OLD BUSINESS: 

None  
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NEW BUSINESS: 

This item was addressed in the beginning of the meeting and passed 3/2. 

8. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of The 

Code Of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled 

Taxation & Finance.  (Classification  Combination) 

 

On September 6, 2016 he First Reading was held on the proposed ordinance and  

a public hearing was scheduled for October 17, 2016. Currently the Tax Assessor  

classifies all ratable property in four classes. I propose the town council combines, Class  

2 the commercial and industrial real estate, with the residential real estate which would  

be identified as Class 1.   The ratable tangible personal property would be known as Class  

2.   And all motor vehicles and trailers subject to the excise tax created by Chapter 34 of  

Title 44 of the General Laws would be recognized as Class 3. 

By combining classes, all commercial, industrial and residential real estate or more,  

would no longer be taxed at 150%. Also the Tax Assessor would no longer have the need  

to allocate a percentage of each allocation for real property that is used for more than one  

purpose. 

The motion passed 3/2 See under PUBLIC HEARING 
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9. A MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE the financial three year 

forecast. 

 

At the August 15, 2016 Town Council meeting, it was directed to prepare a three year 

forecast projection. A report was prepared by Laura Kenyon, Finance Director. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE.  

Raymond Ranaldi asked that the report be sent to the Finance Committee.  He noted that 

since the Maury Loontgens time the town has kept the taxes well below the consumer 

price index increase and that takes a toll on the town and the buildings. He spoke of the 

roof needing replacing, new fire apparatus such as a rescue and many items are not in the 

CIP, the pointing of the town hall building, improvements of other buildings retirees 

benefits, financial obligations of OPEB, Pensions and the financial obligations should be 

looked at this time as there is a one-time shot of looking to increase the taxes by 4% and 

all the indebtedness such as the road, school athletic field and public safety building bond 

and now the library bond.  He said all of those will add up to $672,000 in additional debt.  

He said the town would have to bond to pay and if the town would only increase the taxes 

by 4% which was a 40 cents increase.  He said it all should be vetted out and it should be 

done before the budget process it should be discussed with the finance department  
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experts and senior management team at the beginning of the next council and not at the 

budget time as that would be too late.  Matthew Mannix remarked that it was a forecast 

and should be done at the budget time.  He noted that the budget that was passed in his 

first term which came in at 3.9 however  3.2% was adopted  budget and the following 

year the budget came in at  3.8% but  2.5% was adopted and last year 1.9% was proposed 

and 1.4% was adopted.   He said it’s the job of the council to look out for the taxpayers 

and it’s just a forecast. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye  

Resident Stanley Wojciechowski spoke.  

 

10. A MOTION to APPROVE the recommendations of the Sewer Policy 

Committee relative to the following properties: Plat N-R, Lots 672-673 (11 Cross 

Road), Plat N-A, Lots 30 & 190 (vacant land), Plat N-S, Lot 514 (86 Bayberry 

Road), and Plat Z, Lot 4-2, Gibson Avenue (vacant land). 

  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

to APPROVE the recommendations of the Sewer Policy Committee relative to the 

following properties: Plat N-R, Lots 672-673 (11 Cross Road), Plat N-A, Lots 30 & 190 
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(vacant land), Plat N-S, Lot 514 (86 Bayberry Road), and Plat Z, Lot 4-2, Gibson Avenue 

(vacant land). 

 

Christopher Wilkens had a concerned of capacity and the rules were only for exceptions 

and there seems to be a lot of exceptions before the council. 

Jeffry Ceasrine said the engineering department was comfortable with the 

recommendations. 

 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

11. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Parks and Recreation 

Department to conduct a pilot program to offer a liquor liability option for smaller 

groups of 50 or more along with offering an option of a cash bar at Kinney 

Bungalow and the North Beach Clubhouse for one full year starting January 1, 2017 

through December 31, 2017 subject to state and local regulations.    

The Parks and Recreation Department has been working with the Town’s Insurance 

carrier the RI Interlocal Trust to provide a solution for small groups of 50 people or less 

hosting meetings, birthday parties, reunions, anniversaries, etc. the opportunity to rent 

Kinney Bungalow and North Beach Clubhouse and provide beer and wine without the 

expense of caterers, special state licensing and the costs associated. Renters must provide 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
October 17, 2016  
Book 57 Page 740 

host liquor liability insurance naming the Town of Narragansett as “additionally insured” 

using TULIP insurance available or homeowners\corporation coverage.  

 

Matthew Mannix asked for the motion to be amended to read “50 or less” and not “50 or 

more”. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved to amend, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is so 

voted to APPROVE the request from the Parks and Recreation Department to conduct a 

pilot program to offer a liquor liability option for smaller groups of 50 or less along with 

offering an option of a cash bar at Kinney Bungalow and the North Beach Clubhouse for 

one full year starting January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017 subject to state and 

local regulations.    

Resident Karen Shabshelowitz spoke. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

12. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the purchase and 

installation services of MDT tablets in three new Police vehicles from Island Tech 

Services, LLC in the amount of $17,249.00. 

Mobile Data Terminals are essential equipment for operations of a police cruiser. Two (2) 

of the three (3) new vehicles have been delivered to the Police Department but cannot be 

deployed to the road until the MDT’s are installed. Therefore, the Town Manager 

approved the emergency purchase and installation of the MDT (with accessories) and  
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Purchase Order 20171722 was issued to Island Tech Services, in the amount of 

$17,249.00. No additional cost resulted from the delay in approval.  

Funding is available in the Police Department Capital Projects Account # 00200190 

57008, MDT.  

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the purchase and installation services of MDT 

tablets in three new Police vehicles from Island Tech Services, LLC in the amount of 

$17,249.00. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

EXTEND MEETING TIME 

Christopher Wilkens moved Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to extend the meeting up to 15 minutes. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

13. A MOTION to ACCEPT a reimbursable Assistance to Firefighters Grant 

totaling $232,000.00 from the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the 

Department of Homeland Security Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program and 

for the Town Manager to sign acceptance of said grant. 
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The Fire Department was awarded a federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) to 

purchase (5) five Lifepak 15 cardiac monitor/defibrillators that will replace the  

department’s aging Lifepak 12 models and to provide for NFPA-1041 Fire Service 

Instructor Training.  Grant funding is available from the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA), and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 

The Federal share of this grant is 95% or $220,953.00 of the approved amount and the 

non-federal or town’s share of the costs is 5% or $11,047.00.  Town funding is from the 

Grant Match account. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

ACCEPT a reimbursable Assistance to Firefighters Grant totaling $232,000.00 from the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Department of Homeland Security 

Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program and for the Town Manager to sign acceptance 

of said grant. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

14. A MOTION to AWARD the bid for Miscellaneous Road Construction 

to the lowest bidder, D’Ambra Construction Co. Inc., at their quoted bid 

prices for a three (3)-year period and to authorize the Town Manager to sign 

the contract after review by the Town Solicitor. 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
October 17, 2016  
Book 57 Page 743 

 

This bid consisted of unit prices for all work tasks that are necessary for road 

construction. BETA Group, Inc., has reviewed the bids and bid tabulations received and 

determined that there were no significant discrepancies in the bids and that the five (5) 

lowest bids appeared to be balanced and reflective of the items of work and that the 

lowest bidder, D’Ambra Construction Co. Inc., is qualified to carry out their 

responsibilities under this contract. While the bid document contained unit quantities for 

use in determining the low bidder, the contractor will be compensated based upon the 

actual quantities furnished. 

The Miscellaneous Road Construction Services contractor will be used to continue work 

on the $17million multi-year Roadway Improvement Project Phase 2. The first group of 

roads in Phase 2 will consist of drainage upgrades and full depth roadway reconstruction. 

The Road Construction Services Contract is a three (3) year agreement with provisions to 

extend the contract. It is an open-scope, term based contract consisting of roadway 

construction and related work, including curbing and sidewalk construction and various 

ancillary items typically associated with roadway construction.  

Request for bids was advertised in the Narragansett Times, solicited and posted on the 

Town of Narragansett and State Purchasing Division websites.  Eight vendors picked up 

the specifications and six vendors responded. In addition, a detailed unit price 

spreadsheet has been forwarded to the Town Council under separate cover. 

 

 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
October 17, 2016  
Book 57 Page 744 

 

Funding is available in the Streets Improvement Fund from the appropriations authorized 

in Resolution 2013-14 and in Resolution 2013-6 for the improvement, replacement, 

construction, renovation, repair, reconstruction and/or restoration of 

roadways, sidewalks and storm drains in the Town of Narragansett and all costs 

incidental thereto. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to AWARD the bid for Miscellaneous Road Construction to the lowest bidder, 

D’Ambra Construction Co. Inc., at their quoted bid prices for a three (3)-year period and 

to authorize the Town Manager to sign the contract after review by the Town Solicitor. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye  

 

15. A MOTION to AWARD the bid for Professional Stenographic Reporting 

Services to four bidders:  Alesha Cerrito, Lisa Thacker, Allied Court 

Reporters, and Diane Edson at their quoted rates/prices, in order to have a 

pool of qualified stenographers available for public hearings of the Town 

Council and various boards.   

In the past the Town Clerk’s Office and Community Development Department utilized a 

“team” of stenographers that could cover the meetings and hearings.  There was no set 

pricing or approved contract with these individuals.  Due to the fact that the Town spent 

approximately $10,000 for stenography services last fiscal year, the Purchasing Manager,  
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Town Clerk, and Director of Community Development developed specifications and 

solicited bids for this service.  As standard in the industry, the bid consisted of a flat 

attendance fee; a price per ½ hour for time past the standard 3-hour window; as well as a 

price per page for bound, paper transcript with key word indices.  The specifications 

noted that we reserve the right to award this bid to multiple bidders so that we can be 

assured a stenographer when services are needed.    

Request for bids was advertised in the Narragansett Times, solicited and posted on the 

Town of Narragansett and State Purchasing Division websites.  Five vendors were 

solicited and four responded.   

The intent of this process is to multi-award the bid so that a stenographer is available 

when needed.  When one stenographer has a conflict with a public hearing, we can 

simply call one of the other awarded bidders.   All bidders have passed the certification 

exam administered by the RI Superior Court Administrator’s Office and have 

successfully performed stenographic reporting services for the Town in the past.  In 

addition, all bidders submitted comparable fees and rates. 

The contract period is:  November 1, 2016 – October 31, 2017 with two (2) optional one-

year renewal periods. 

Funding is available in the appropriate departmental or board operating account # 50201, 

Professional Services.   
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to AWARD the bid for Professional Stenographic Reporting Services to four 

bidders:  Alesha Cerrito, Lisa Thacker, Allied Court Reporters, and Diane Edson at their 

quoted rates/prices, in order to have a pool of qualified stenographers available for public 

hearings of the Town Council and various boards.   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

16. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS AND ACCEPT as a First 

Reading, An Ordinance Relating to Comprehensive Planning for the Town of 

Narragansett. 

This ordinance is proposed in conjunction with the complete re-write of the Narragansett 

Comprehensive Plan.   The Plan has been under review and revision by the Planning 

Board since September, 2012.  This Plan has been the subject of 32 public meetings 

between September 2012 and the present.  It has been amended to address public 

concerns at the Planning Board level and again to address direction provided recently by 

the Town Council. 

A public hearing was held and closed on the revised Plan on August  9, 2016.  A cover 

memo dated September 8, 2016 describes the final edits incorporated in the Plan for 

Town Council deliberation.  The Town Council officially approved the new 

Comprehensive Plan on September 19, 2016. 
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The accompanying ordinance formalizes the Town’s actions to date, describes that the 

plan shall serve as the governing basis for planning and zoning decision-making and 

acknowledges the need for approval by the State of Rhode Island.    It is understood the 

Comprehensive Plan must still be forwarded to, an approved by, the Statewide Planning 

Program before being accepted as a policy document that may also direct and guide 

State-level decisions.    

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS AND ACCEPT as a First Reading, An 

Ordinance Relating to Comprehensive Planning for the Town of Narragansett. 

It was noted that the ordinance was required by state law. 

The town clerk was directed to add the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan to 

October 24, 2016  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved to amend to include schedule  the 2nd reading , 

Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so voted  to add the second reading 

and adoption to the same night as the Show Cause Hearing on October 24, 2016. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix nay 
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17. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 731 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled,  An 

Ordinance in Relation to Zoning, as it relates to amendments to Section 7.3 

(Accessory Structures and Uses) and Section 7.6(f), (Fences). 

The Community Development Department originally submitted a proposed text revision 

for each of these sections of the Zoning Ordinance as part of the “omnibus “regulatory 

changes in 2015.  Following review by the Planning Board at two separate meetings, 

these proposed amendments were removed for more in-depth deliberations.  Draft 2 of 

each proposal was brought to the Board in May resulting in one last set of minor 

revisions.    On June 21, 2016, the Planning Board reconsidered the two sections with 

final revisions, and voted unanimously to recommend approval and transmittal to the 

Town Council for public hearing.   

A public hearing was held on September 6, 2016 and closed on October 3, 2016 with two 

text revisions: 

a. Increase height trigger for retaining walls to be designed by a licensed engineer. 

b. Add a landscaping requirement for retaining walls. 

First Reading was also held on October 3, 2016 and passed by unanimous vote with the 

two revisions added above. 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 731 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled,  An Ordinance in 

Relation to Zoning, as it relates to amendments to Section 7.3 (Accessory Structures and 

Uses) and Section 7.6(f), (Fences). 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER    1030  

 
 
AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 731 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE 
IN RELATION TO ZONING” AS IT RELATES TO AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 7.3 
(Accessory Structures and Uses) AND SECTION 7.6(f), (Fences)  

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 
 
 
SECTION 1. Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled “An 
Ordinance in Relation to Zoning” is hereby amended as follows: 
 
 
SECTION 2.     Section 7.3.1, “Accessory Structures and Uses – Restrictions”,   is amended by 
adding thereto new text following the first paragraph as follows: 
  

 Accessory buildings and structures not greater than 144 square feet in floor 
area and not more than 13 feet in height, measured from the average natural 
grade at the base to the highest point of the building or structure, shall be set 
back as distance at least equal to 1/3 of the side yard and rear yard dimensions 
specified in the Table of Dimensional Regulations in Section 6.4 of this 
ordinance.  Such accessory buildings and structures shall comply with the front 
yard setbacks specified herein.   
 
 
 
An accessory building or structure greater than 144 square feet in ground floor 
area or greater than 13 feet in height shall comply with the required front, rear, 
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and side yard dimensions specified in the Table of Dimensional Regulations, and 
shall be limited in height to a maximum of 18 feet measured from the average 
natural grade at the base to the highest point of the building or structure. 
 
An accessory building or structure over 1,500 square feet in ground floor area 
or greater than 18 feet in height shall constitute a special permit use and shall 
require site plan review and approval in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 18 of this ordinance. 
 
Accessory buildings and structures of up to 80 square feet in floor area 
proposed for location on sites with non-conforming primary uses shall be 
exempt from the public hearing requirement of Section 11.3, provided no 
dimensional relief from setbacks or coverage is required.   

 
 
SECTION 3:  Section 7.6 (f)  “ Fences ” is amended by deleting the heading and text in its 
entirety and replacing it with the following new subsection heading and text: 
 

(f) Fences and Walls.  The minimum front, side, and rear setbacks of this 
ordinance shall not apply to fences or walls that are installed for the purpose of 
delineating property bounds or to separate one area of a yard from another. All 
fences shall be constructed with the finished side facing outward and no 
property line wall or fence shall be more than seven feet in height.  Walls 
installed for the purpose of retaining an existing or proposed area of higher 
grading shall not be allowed along the property boundary,  but rather shall be 
set back a distance from the nearest lot line equal to or greater than the 
measurement of its highest elevation.  All retaining walls exceeding 4 feet in 
height will require stamped drawings designed by a licensed engineer and a 
detailed landscape plan to visually buffer the view from neighboring properties.  
The Building Official may require stamped design drawings for walls of lesser 
height depending on soil conditions, anticipated loads and proposed wall 
construction methods or materials.  Any drawing submitted by a licensed 
engineer shall be approved by the Town Engineer prior to issuance of a permit 
to fill and/or to construct on the property.  Landscaping plans shall be approved 
by the Community Development Director. 

 
 
SECTION 4.     This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances 
or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 3rd day of 
October, 2016. 
 
Second reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 17th day of 
October, 2016. 
 
ATTEST:  
S/Anne Irons, CMC Town Clerk                                                                                                                               



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
October 17, 2016  
Book 57 Page 751 

 

18. A MOTION to REAPPOINT an individual to the Tax Assessment Board of 

Review for a three year term to expire on November 1, 2019.  

The Tax Assessment Board of Review has one seat available for reappointment.  John G. 

Sheil has requested reappointment and there are currently no applications on file.  The 

following indicates the original board appointment date and expiration date.  

Name                             Appointed                             Expiration Date 

John G. Sheil   11/04/2013   11/1/2016 

According to the Council rules, no person shall be appointed to serve concurrently on 

more than one commission, committee or board created by the Town Council, with the 

exception of ad hoc commissions, committees or boards, or dual appointments required 

by charter, ordinance or resolution. Dual office may be permitted if all applications on  

file are given appropriate consideration before a person is appointed to a second board or 

committee and the appointment will not violate the town charter.   

Christopher Wilkens moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to REAPPOINT John Sheil to the Tax Assessment Board of Review for a three 

year term to expire on November 1, 2019. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix abstains 
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19. A MOTION to APPOINT an individual to the Towers Committee as 

Narragansett Historical Society Representative a for two-year term to expire on 

August 1, 2018. 

There is one seat available for appointment on the Towers Committee as Narragansett 

Historical Society Representative.  There are two applications currently on file for Paul 

Selwyn as Resident at Large and Shirley A. Eastham as Narragansett Historical Society 

Representative.  The following indicates the original board appointment date and 

expiration date for the current member.   

Name                                   Appointed                         Expiration Date 

Vacant, Narragansett  12/15/2014   8/1/2016 

  Historical Society Representative  

According to the Council rules, no person shall be appointed to serve concurrently on 

more than one commission, committee or board created by the Town Council, with the  

exception of ad hoc commissions, committees or boards, or dual appointments required 

by charter, ordinance or resolution. 

Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file are given appropriate 

consideration before a person is appointed to a second board or committee and the 

appointment will not violate the town charter.   

 

 

 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
October 17, 2016  
Book 57 Page 753 

 

Christopher Wilkens moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to APPOINT Shirley Eastham to the Towers Committee as Narragansett Historical 

Society Representative a for two-year term to expire on August 1, 2018. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

20. A MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE a report from the Town 

Clerk on Town Licensing Fees. 

On September 6, 2016 the Town Council requested an updated licensing fees report. 

As the Town Council sits as the Licensing Board it would be beneficial for the council to 

review if they wished to update any fees. 

Christopher Wilkens moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE. 

Raymond Ranaldi commented that he hoped the next council addresses the report. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourns at 11:02 p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                    MINUTES ACCEPTED AS  
                                                                                    PRESENTED/AMENDED   

                                                                             
Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk 
A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council meeting. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg  



 
 

NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 
SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

OCTOBER 24, 2016 MINUTES 
 

 At a Special Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, October 24, 2016 at 6:30 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present: Matthew M. Mannix, President, absent 

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      James M. Manni, Town Manager 

      Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

            

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem calls the meeting to order and leads those 

in attendance in Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve the 

minutes of the August 15, 2016 Work Session Meeting as presented.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

approve the minutes of the August 15, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes   as presented. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye 

 

This ordinance is proposed in conjunction with the complete re-write of the Narragansett 

Comprehensive Plan.   The Plan has been under review and revision by the Planning 

Board since September, 2012.  This Plan has been the subject of 32 public meetings 

between September 2012 and the present.  It has been amended to address public 

concerns at the Planning Board level and again to address direction provided recently by 

the Town Council. 

1. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance Relating to Comprehensive Planning 

for the Town of Narragansett. 

 

A public hearing was held and closed on the revised Plan on August 9, 2016.  The Town 

Council officially approved the new Comprehensive Plan on September 19, 2016. 

The accompanying ordinance formalizes the Town’s actions to date, describes that the 

plan shall serve as the governing basis for planning and zoning decision-making and 

acknowledges the need for approval by the State of Rhode Island.    It is understood the 

Comprehensive Plan must still be forwarded to, an approved by, the Statewide Planning  
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Program before being accepted as a policy document that may also direct and guide 

State-level decisions.  The First Reading was held October 17, 2016 and due to the fact 

the next council meeting would be held on November 21, 2016 it was decided to hold the 

second reading and adoption at this meeting.  

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

ADOPT An Ordinance Relating to Comprehensive Planning for the Town of 

Narragansett. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 1031 

 
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING FOR THE 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND 
 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  The Amendments to the Narragansett Comprehensive Plan submitted for 
public hearing on August 9, 2016, having been prepared and publicly reviewed pursuant 
to Rhode Island General Laws, chapter 45-22-2 are hereby adopted and submitted to the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations for approval, upon which approval the 
said plan will become fully effective.  For purposes of conforming municipal land use 
decisions, this plan shall become effective immediately.  For the purposes of guiding 
state agency actions said plan shall not become effective until it is approved by the State 
of Rhode Island.   
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The Comprehensive Plan, approved by the Town Council on September 19, 2016 and 
incorporated herein by reference shall also be kept on file in the Town Clerk’s Office. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Town Council hereby adopts the Narragansett Comprehensive Plan as 
a governing statement of town policy in the interim period between Town and State 
approval, and shall employ the Comprehensive Plan as a basis for compliance with 
requirements and mandates of the Rhode Island Zoning Enabling Act of 1991, as 
amended, the Land Development and Subdivision Enabling Act of 1992, as amended, 
and other State laws, rules and regulations which require the application or compliance 
with the Town Comprehensive Plan. 

That the following documents make up the approved Narragansett Comprehensive Plan: 

1) The Baseline Report, dated February 25, 2016 

2) The Roadmap, dated September 6, 2016 

3) The Action Plan, dated September 6, 2016 

 

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage, and all other ordinances 
or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith repealed. If any section, clause, provision or 
portion of this ordinance shall be held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other 
portion of the ordinance. 

First reading read and passed in Town Council meeting legally assembled the 17th day of 
October, 2016.  

Second reading read and passed in Town Council meeting legally assembled the 24th day 
of October, 2016.   

s/ Anne M. Irons, CMC, Town Clerk 
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2. A MOTION to AUTHORIZE the Town Manager to expend funds out of the 

Earles Court Water Tower special revenue account in the amount of $4,500 

as a first payment to Daniel R. Barry & Associates for fundraising.  

This request comes as a next step in the sequence of actions necessary to see the Earles 

Court Water Tower rebuilt.  Following up on the Council’s January, 2013 authorization 

of expenditures for a structural engineering analysis and cost estimate, the ”Griffins-R-

Us” group is now moving forward on fundraising for its reconstruction.   

A rough estimate of the cost to carry out the reconstruction was provided recently by 

Architectura and another was provided by Abcore.  With this information in-hand Mrs. 

Sallie Latimer, Griffins-R-Us president, has sought out the assistance of Mr. Barry to 

advance their fundraising effort.  His total cost is $9,000, with 50% to be paid up front 

and the balance at the end of his contracted effort.   

Sufficient funding for this task is available in account 0512-0512-50252, which holds the 

funds already raised by Mrs. Latimer.   

No taxpayer funding is to be used in this endeavor.  

Raymond A. Ranaldi move, Christopher Wilkens seconded and it is so voted to 

AUTHORIZE the Town Manager to expend funds out of the Earles Court Water Tower 

special revenue account in the amount of $4,500 as a first payment to Daniel R. Barry & 

Associates for fundraising. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye 
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The meeting adjourns at 6:34 p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                    MINUTES ACCEPTED AS  
                                                                                    PRESENTED/AMENDED   

     

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk 
 

 



 
 

NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 
SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

OCTOBER 24, 2016 MINUTES 
 

 At a Special Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, October 24, 2016 at 6:40 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present: Matthew M. Mannix, President, absent 

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      James M. Manni, Town Manager 

      Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

              Fire Chief Scott Partington  

     Captain Dave Arnold, Fire Marshall 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem calls the Show Cause Hearing to Order 

regarding Sand Hill Associates, Ltd. d/b/a Charlie O’s Tavern on the Point, 2 Sand Hill 

Cove Road for possible violations of the Alcoholic Beverage License statues and 

regulations.  

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to OPEN Show 

Cause Hearing. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye 
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Fire Chief Scott Partington addressed the council on the fire code issues at the 

establishment that related to sprinklers and the second floor of the restaurant.  He 

explained that the issue had been going on since 2014 when a variance was filed with the 

Rhode Island Fire Safety Code Board of Appeal and Review.  On March 25, 2014, The 

Board did grant a 30 day variance from the date of the decision to develop and submit a 

plan of action for the installation of a sprinkler system within the business.  He also noted 

that an additional 150 days was granted to implement the plan and at the direction of the 

Fire Marshall’s 

 Office and authorized the Fire Marshall to extend the time line for good faith efforts 

being demonstrated by the applicant.  It was noted that if Chris Simon was to continue to 

have patrons on the second floor, a sprinkler system was required. 

It was noted that the Fire Marshall sent correspondence in May 2015 and on October 17, 

2016 met with Mr. Simon on the fire code issues.  The Fire Marshall met with Mr. Simon 

on October 24, 2016 and a few of the fire code issues were corrected however, the 

sprinkler system issue has not had any progress and that issue would hold up the renewal 

of the liquor license unless there was evidence of application permits and written 

approvals as previously outlined to Mr. Simon. 

It was proposed that the second floor assembly room area will no longer be used after 

January 1, 2017 and that no new events moving forwarded would be scheduled and the 

events that have been scheduled would need a fire detail on the premises for the event. 
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It was noted that it was agreed upon that events that have been booked would take place 

with the fire detail and no new events would be booked.  After January 1st the second 

floor assembly room would be a discontinued use and it would only be used for placing 

simple storage or retrieving the storage and no one was to gather up on the second floor 

due to the lack of sprinklers. 

Chief Partington noted that an agreement was drafted which has been read by Mr. Simon 

and the Fire Marshall would revisit in three months in order for Mr. Simon to move 

forward in whichever direction he plans to take. 

A discussion is held on the fire sprinkler system in the entire building.  

It was noted that the fire detail was only an accommodation until the end of the year. 

The Town Solicitor discusses the tangible tax issues and Mr. Simon was in agreement 

with the proposed figure that was due to the tax collector in order to be approved for 

renewal. 

The Fire Chief remarked that if Mr. Simon makes changes to the second floor by 

removing the closure and making it an open deck the Fire Marshall would reevaluate the 

situation. 

Councilor Murray commented that he wanted the single tax rate to help the business 

owners who were getting pushed out due to hokey regulations. 
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Raymond Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve the 

recommendation of the Fire Chief. 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan 

Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

 

Raymond Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve the  

recommendation of the Finance Department 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

 

The meeting adjourns at 6:52 p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                    MINUTES ACCEPTED AS  
                                                                                    PRESENTED/AMENDED   

                                                                              

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                                 Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Council Clerk                                                             Council Clerk 
 

 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

NOVEMBER 21, 2016 MINUTES 
 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, November 21, 2016 at 7:30 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present:  Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President                    

      Matthew M. Mannix, President Pro Tem      

      Jill A. Lawler, Member 

      Michael T. Moretti, Member 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member      

      James M. Manni, Town Manager 

                Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

            

Anne M. Irons, CMC- Town Clerk calls the meeting to order and leads those in 

attendance in Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

INVOCATION: 

Fr. Kayata and Fr. Taillon blessed the newly elected town council and assembly  

SPECIAL BUSINESS: 

SWEARING IN OF TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Anne M. Irons, Town Clerk SWORN IN the newly elected town council members for the 

2016-2018 term of office. 

ELECTION OF TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno President was elected the town council president by the 

members of the council. 

 Matthew Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno as President of the Town Council  

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  

Matthew M. Mannix aye Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

ELECTION OF TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT PRO TEM 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to appoint Matthew Mannix as the President Pro Tem.  

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  

Matthew M. Mannix aye Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

A MOTION to APPOINT the following town officials: 

 Judge of Probate Court – James Sheridan 

 Judge of Municipal Court John DeCubellis 

          Magistrate/Clerk Municipal Court Anne Irons 

          Town Solicitor/Assistant Solicitors Dawson Hodgson 

          Town Sergeant           

Patrick Murray moved, Matthew M. Mannix seconded and it is unanimously so voted to  

APPOINT the above named individuals. 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  

Matthew M. Mannix aye Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 
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A MOTION to APPOINT Town Council members to serve on the following 

Committees as in accordance with town ordinances and town charter: 

Galilee Lease Advisory Committee (1) Matthew Mannix 

Land Conservancy Trust (2) Jill Lawler, Matthew Mannix 

Personnel Appeal Board (1) Susan Cicilline-Buonanno  

Recreation Advisory Board (1) Jill Lawler 

Liaison with School Committee (2) Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, Mike Moretti 

School Capital Reserves Committee (2) Mike Moretti, Susan Buonanno  

Sewer Policy Committee (2) Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, Patrick Murray 

Finance Patrick Murray-Michael Moretti 

Matthew M. Mannix moved, Michael Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

APPOINT the above named council liaisons. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:           

 

Matthew M. Mannix moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve 

the  minutes of the August 22, 2016 HMP - PH Meeting  as presented. 

Jill A. Lawler abstain, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  

Matthew M. Mannix aye Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

Matthew M. Mannix moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve 

the August 22, 2016 Work Session Meeting – Library Board as presented. 
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Jill A. Lawler abstain, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  

Matthew M. Mannix aye Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

Matthew M. Mannix moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve 

the September 6, 2016 Regular Meeting as presented. 

Matthew M. Mannix moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve 

the  September 19, 2016 Regular Meeting as presented. 

Jill A. Lawler abstain, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  

Matthew M. Mannix aye Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

“Presentation from PFM and David Ferrara, Bond Counsel on the recent $6.1 

Million Bond Sale and the proposed refunding of the School Bond.” 

Stephen Maceroni, Director of PFM and David Ferrara, Bond Counsel presented 

a presentation on the market and the recent bond sale as well as a refunding opportunity 

for the town. Stephen Maceroni noted that rates are still at a historic low of 2.69% for a 

MMD and 2.54% for a treasury bond. He noted that they locked in rates on October 25th 

for the $6.1 Million Dollars of Bonds for the public safety building, roads and school 

improvements which were sold.  He said it was for 20 years and a 1.97% interest.  He 

reviewed the summary of the bids and that Piper Jaffray was the winning bidder. He said 

there was an opportunity to refinance the school bonds of 2009 C Bonds that were 20 

years bonds.  He said the savings would be 9% and the escrow efficiency was 77%.  He 

said the former rates of the 2009 bonds were 4.00%-5:00% and the proposed refunding  
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was 2.36%.  He said the state pays a portion of the debt service and they too would also 

save on the refinancing. He said there would be saving every year and the town would be 

changing the old debt with a new debt at a lower rate. 

Item #16 from New Business was voted on at this portion of the meeting. 

“A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution Authorizing the Town to Issue up to 

$14,000,000 General Obligation bonds for the purpose of refunding School Bonds.” 

See #16 below for the adopted motion. 

David Ferrara, Bond Counsel addressed the council on the refinancing with RIBEC. He 

noted that the bonds will be paid off in 2019.   He said the council president and finance 

director to select the moment of time to do according to the market.  He said it was 

expected to do in January or February. 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

Open Forum is now held and the following individuals address the Council, viz: 

Richard Van Germeersch of Osceola Dr. spoke on the library bond on the November 

ballot.  He said the town does not seem to have the needed to skills to do a first class job 

with building the library.  He said the finance committee urges an appointment of a 

library properties board to help with the building process of the library.  He said the town 

cannot use unskilled people to do the job; Harris Chorney of Tala Court commented that 

the finance committee had recommendations for the council which would be on the 

council agenda in the future; Ray Kagels of Kenyon Farms Road commented that the 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
November 19, 2016  
Book 57 Page 769 

figures of the towns unfunded liability are a lot lower than the really are and the council 

should find the current numbers on bonded debt and unfunded liabilities before any 

bonds are purchased; Gloria Roman Wheatfield Cove Road  thanked the council for the 

support of the library as well as the voters for passing the bond.  She noted that the 

library board was very dedicated in being fiscally responsible in the project and they are 

doing things in the correct way; Steven Ferrandi of Sylvan Road asked the council for the 

same commitment as previous council on the foot traffic and nuisance issues in Eastward 

Look; Stanley Wojciechowski of Narragansett read a recent newspaper article that the 

was in the Independent.  He also spoke about the rental registration fee and how it was 

really a tax. 

Paul Zonfrillo thanked the council for serving and said that their success was the town’s 

success. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

A MOTION to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on a Petition from Trio 

Restaurant, 15 Kingstown Road, Plat C Lot 181-2A to relocate the interior bar and 

amend the plan in an Urban Renewal Area. 

 

Trio, LLC, has filed a request to amend the original site plan that was filed at the public 

hearing on November 7, 2007 when the Class BV Liquor License was granted. 

According the town’s liquor license rules and regulations to expand any area that has 

been previously authorized a public hearing shall be held with notice by advertising and 

given notice to abutters.  
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Trio Restaurant is located in the Urban Renewal Area and according to the Town’s 

Supplementary Zoning Regulations, Section 7.1 Urban Renewal Zone (b) the Town 

Council has the right to review and approve all changes to any previously plan, site plan, 

construction or other work done with the Urban Renewal Zone and also review and 

approve all new construction projects, site plan changes or any other work with that zone. 

Also according to Section 7.1 Urban Renewal Zone (c) all applications submitted to the 

town council for review and approval pursuant to either subsection 7.1 (b) or any other 

provision of the redevelopment plan referenced in 7.1(a) shall be referred to the Planning 

board for their review and recommendation to the town council. 

 

 

 Michael Moretti moved, Matthew Mannix seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

SCHEDULE the PUBLIC HEARING to January 3, 2017 at 8:00 p.m. 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

A MOTION to REFER to the Planning Board.  

Michael T. Moretti moved, Matthew Mannix seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

REFER to the Planning Board for recommendations.  

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix 

aye Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 
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A PUBLIC HEARING for text revision of Section 11, (Variances) of the Zoning 

Ordinance of the Town of Narragansett. 

The Community Development Department originally submitted proposed text revisions 

for each of these sections of the Zoning Ordinance as part of the “omnibus “regulatory 

changes in 2015.  Following review by the Planning Board, these proposed amendments 

were removed for more in-depth deliberations.   

The intent of these revisions is to bring Sections 11.4, 11.5 and 11.6 up to date with the 

State Zoning Enabling Law.  The primary objective of the revisions is to place the 

standards of review for each type of variance (use variance, dimensional variance) under 

the appropriate headings.   

 

A draft of this proposal was brought to the Board in July resulting in minor revisions.     

On August 16, 2016 the Planning Board reconsidered a second draft of these three 

sections, and voted unanimously to recommend approval and transmittal to the Town 

Council for public hearing.   

Matthew M. Mannix moved, Michael Moretti seconded and it is so voted to OPEN the 

PUBLIC HEARING. 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye,  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director addresses the council.  He explained that 

the ordinance amendment was originally a part of the omnibus zoning amendments that were  
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before the town council earlier in the year but what held back.  He said the purpose of the 

amendment was to make the zoning ordinance in compliant with the state law. He reviewed the 

minor change that was to be made to Section 11.4 by changing the word “use” to “any”.  He 

then reviewed the changes to Section 11.5 which was adding the term “for a use variance” and 

amending by removing sentences from Section 11.5 and place in Section 11.4. 

Mr. DeLuca reviewed the proposed changes to Section 11.6 noting that the language was 

changed to read “generally” as the state made changes in the wetland law and the “wetland 

overly” would be eliminated.  He also noted that the state won’t be completed until February 

2017 with their proposed changes.  

Proponents and Opponents were called and the following were sworn in and testified: 

Karen Shabshelowitz 

Matthew M. Mannix moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to CLOSE the 

PUBLIC HEARING. 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

Jill Lawler moved Matthew M. Mannix seconded and it is so voted to APPROVE the 

recommendations as presented.  

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

PLEASE SEE STENOGRAPHER TRANSCRIPT FOR MORE DETAILS   
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CONSENT AGENDA 

The consent agenda is voted on with one motion.   

1. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY, and CONFIRM the end-of-year 

software training services for MUNIS, completed by Tyler Technologies, Inc. in the 

amount of $2,553.55. 

APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

2. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY, and CONFIRM the emergency pipe 

repair work as performed by Inland Waters, Inc. at the Scarborough WWTF, in the 

amount of $2,650.00. 

 

APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

3. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the emergency 

professional cleaning and mold remediation services for the Public Safety dispatch 

area and attached closet, completed by Single Source Disaster Recovery Specialist, 

Inc., in the amount of $3,495.36, per State MPA pricing. 

APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 
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Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

4. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the emergency transfer 

and installation of K9 equipment from a totaled cruiser to new K9 cruiser, 

completed by Patrol Products Consortium, LLC (Patrol Data), in the amount of 

$3,722.40. 

 APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

5. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM a Class F-1 Alcoholic 

Beverage License to The Contemporary Theater for November 4, 2016 for a 

masquerade fundraising event at The Towers, 35 Ocean Road, Narragansett, RI, 

subject to state and local regulations. 

 

APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

6. A MOTION to APPROVE a Class F-1 Alcoholic Beverage License to The 

Contemporary Theater for December 22, 2016 at The Towers, 35 Ocean Road, 

Narragansett, RI, subject to state and local regulations. 

APPROVED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 
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Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

7. A MOTION to APPROVE the expenditure of $2,500 and authorize the Town 

Manager to sign the contract for Nyhart to prepare a 30 year projection on the 

estimated contributions to the OPEB (Other Post-Employment Benefits) Fund.   

       APPROVED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

8. A MOTION to APPROVE the list of Real Estate abatements in the amount of 

$2,555.23 and the list of Motor Vehicle abatements in the amount of $3.24. 

 APPROVED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

9. A MOTION to APPROVE the waiver of interest for taxpayers in accordance 

with Ordinance 2010-936. 

APPROVED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 
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10. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Parks and Recreation 

Department to enter into a performance contract with Roomful of Blues (Managed 

by Midwood Entertainment, LLC) to perform during Gansett Days for the amount 

of $3,000.00.    

 APPROVED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

11. A MOTION to APPROVE the NFPA 1041 Fire Service Instructor training 

program to be completed by the Rhode Island Fire Academy, in the amount of 

$3,525.00. 

APPROVED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

12. A MOTION to APPROVE a PETITION from the National Grid Company to 

place one new joint pole (P11) and anchor 92’ west of Pole 10 on Allegash Trail for 

service to new home construction at 43 Allegash Trail. 

 APPROVED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 
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13. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the RI State Police  for their 

annual 5K Foot Pursuit” Road Race to be held on Sunday April 30, 2017  from 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 pm, subject to approval of state and local regulations. 

 APPROVED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

14. A MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE the report of surplus 

property sold on the online auction site, GovDeals.com for the period of July 1, 2015 

– July 31, 2016 (13 months).  Revenue for this period totals $11,294.48.   

RECEIVED and PLACED on FILE (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

15. A MOTION to APPROVE  an application for a One-Day Peddler’s License to 

Stuart M. Fishman  d/b/a Balloons ETC, Westerly, RI on December 4, 2016 for the 

Festival of Lights Tree Lighting at Gazebo Park, subject to local and state 

regulations. 

 APPROVED (Mannix-Murray 5/0) 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

OLD BUSINESS: 

None  
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NEW BUSINESS: 

16. A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution Authorizing the Town to Issue up to 

$14,000,000 General Obligation bonds for the purpose of refunding School Bonds. 

The following resolution is for the refunding of the School 2009 C Bonds in an amount 

not to exceed $14 Million. The refunding of a portion of the Town’s 2009 C Bonds for 

the Schools is expected to generate an estimated $1.16 million in present value savings of 

which approximately $858,000 would benefit the Town and the balance to the State. 

Rates on current School Bonds range from 4.00%-5.00%. The proposed Refunding 

Bonds are anticipated to have an average rate around 2.36% based on current rates. 

As the refunding is expected to occur no earlier than January 2017, rates and savings may 

change. 

Matthew Mannix moved, Michael Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

ADOPT a Resolution Authorizing the Town to Issue up to $14,000,000 General 

Obligation bonds for the purpose of refunding School Bonds. 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWN TO ISSUE UP TO 
$14,000,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING SCHOOL BONDS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-18 
 

WHEREAS, the Town has previously issued its $21,500,000 General Obligation School 
Bonds dated May 14, 2009 (the Prior Bonds”) to the Rhode Island Health and  
 
Educational Building Corporation (“RIHEBC”) to evidence a loan from RIHEBC to the 
Town for financing of renovations, remodeling, additions, improvements and/or related 
equipment for schools and all costs incidental thereto;  
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WHEREAS, such $21,500,000 General Obligation School Bonds were issued to 
RIHEBC and serve as part of the security for RIHEBC’s $24,910,000 Public Schools 
Revenue Bond Financing Program Revenue Bonds, Series 2009 C dated May 14, 2009 
(the “Prior RIHEBC Bonds”);  
 
WHEREAS, the Town desires to issue general obligation refunding bonds to refund the 
Prior Bonds in order to take advantage of the lower interest rates which currently are 
prevailing so as to enable RIHEBC to refund its Prior RIHEBC Bonds with refunding 
bonds (the “RIHEBC Refunding Bonds”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the issuance of the Refunding Bonds (as hereinafter defined) will result in a 
financial benefit to the Town. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF 
THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT: 
 
Section 1.  Pursuant to the authority contained in Section 45-12-5.2 of the General Laws 
of the State of Rhode Island, Chapters 349 and 477 of the Public Laws of 2006 (the 
“Act”) and Resolution 07-14 passed August 6, 2007 and Chapter 45-38.1 of the General 
Laws, the Town Council hereby authorizes the issuance of bonds in an amount not to 
exceed $14,000,000 (the “Refunding Bonds”) to refund all or a portion of the presently  
 
outstanding principal of and interest on the Prior Bonds, including payment of 
redemption premiums, if any, on the Prior Bonds or the Town’s allocable share of such 
premiums on the Prior RIHEBC Bonds, and interest on the Prior Bonds coming due on or 
prior to the date on which the Prior Bonds are to be redeemed, and costs of issuance of 
the Refunding Bonds including but not limited to the Town’s share of the cost of issuance 
of the RIHEBC Refunding Bonds. 
 

Section 2.  That said officers are hereby authorized to sell, execute and deliver the 
Refunding Bonds by negotiated to RIHEBC or as directed by RIHEBC, at such rates and 
with such premiums, if any, as the Town Treasurer and the President of the Town 
Council may determine in their sole discretion.  Said officers shall also determine in their 
sole discretion, and the amounts, denominations maturities, interest payment dates and 
manner of sale and all other details concerning other terms, conditions and details of the 
Refunding Bonds. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, said officers are 
authorized enter into and execute financing and/or other agreements with RIHEBC and 
the trustee and/or underwriters for the RIHEBC Refunding Bonds and/or amendments to 
prior financing and/or other agreements with RIHEBC and/or its trustee. 
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Section 3.  The President of the Town Council and the Town Treasurer are hereby 
authorized to execute and deliver on behalf of the Town such additional instruments, 
certificates and agreements as are necessary to effect the refunding and the issuance of 
the Refunding Bonds, the due authorization thereof being conclusively demonstrated by 
their execution and delivery of such instruments, certificates and agreements. Without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, the Town Treasurer is hereby specifically 
authorized to confirm and/or make additional findings that the refunding will result in a 
financial benefit to the Town. 
 

Section 4.  The Town Treasurer and the President of the Town Council and each of them 
acting singly are hereby authorized and instructed to take all actions, on behalf of the 
Town, necessary to ensure that interest on the Refunding Bonds will be excludable from 
gross income for federal income tax purposes, to refrain from all actions which would 
cause interest on the Refunding Bonds to become subject to federal income taxes, and if 
eligible to deem the Refunding Bonds, and to the extent not deemed to be, to designate 
the Refunding Bonds as "qualified tax-exempt obligations" for the purposes of Section 
265 (b) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code").  The said 
officers are hereby authorized and instructed to take such action as to comply with Rule 
15c2-12 (b) (5) of the Securities and Exchange Commission and are authorized to 
execute and deliver a Continuing Disclosure Certificate.  The Town hereby covenants 
and agrees that it will comply with and carry out all of the provisions of the Continuing 
Disclosure  
 
Certificate, as it may be amended from time to time.  Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Resolution or the Refunding Bonds, failure of the Town to comply with 
the Continuing Disclosure Certificate shall not be considered an event of default; 
however, any holder of the Refunding Bonds or the RIHEBC Refunding Bonds may take 
such actions as may be necessary and appropriate, including seeking mandate or specific 
performance by court order, to cause the Town to comply with its obligations under this 
Section and under the Continuing Disclosure Certificate.  
 

Section 5.  This Resolution shall take effect upon its passage.  

Adopted at the Town Council Meeting of November 21, 2016. 

ATTEST:      TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

S/Anne M. Irons, CMC-Town Clerk  S/Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President 
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17. A MOTION to APPROVE an additional amount of $12,500 for the issuance 

costs and authorize the Town Manager to sign the contracts for the professional 

services associated with the Bond issuance. 

The financial and legal services relating to the bond issue of $6.1 million requires Town 

Council approval and authorization for Town Manager to sign the contracts.  The original 

estimate was not to exceed $50,000. The final cost of issuance was $62,500.  The funding 

source is the Road Improvement Fund, Capital Projects Fund and Debt Service Fund. 

PFM Financial advisor   $10,500 

Taft and McSally Bond Counsel  $20,000 

Moody’s Bond Rating Agency  $13,500 

S & P Global Rating Agency  $13,500 

US Bank Paying Agent   $ 2,000 

I-Deal (bidding platform and OS)  $ 3,000 

 

 Matthew M. Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to APPROVE an additional amount of $12,500 for the issuance costs and authorize 

the Town Manager to sign the contracts for the professional services associated with the 

Bond issuance. 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 
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18. A MOTION to ADOPT the proposed 2017 Narragansett Beach fees.  

The revenue generated each year from beach user fees provides the source funding to pay 

for beach related costs such as capital improvements, operating costs such as 

maintenance and personnel expenses, aesthetic upgrades, new safety equipment, and 

other beach related operating and capital costs.  The revenues and expenditures from the 

beach form the basis of the beach enterprise fund which fully pays for the operations and 

capital costs of the beach without support from the Town’s general fund. 

After a review of the previous year’s beach revenue, operating costs, capital requirements 

and a review of other facilities in the area the Department is not requesting any increase 

for the Narragansett Town Beach this year. 

Each year the Town Council reviews and considers adjustments to the fees and policies 

that support the Narragansett Town beach operations.  As part of this process, staff with 

input from the Recreation Advisory Board is recommending approval of a fee schedule 

for the Narragansett Beach with no increases for the 2017 season and no changes to the 

policies. 

Matthew Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

ADOPT the proposed 2017 Narragansett Beach fees.  

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

Harris Chorney and Stanley Wojciechowski spoke. 
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A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE 
NARRAGANESTT BEACH FACILITIES FEE SCHEDULE 

FOR THE 2017 SEASON 
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-19 

 

WHEREAS, the Narragansett Town Council is responsible for insuring the orderly and 
efficient operation of the Narragansett Town Beach Facilities, and 
 
Whereas, the attached proposal has been recommended by the Town Manager and the 
Director of Parks and Recreation as the Narragansett Beach Facilities Fee Schedule for 
the 2017 season, 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the attached Fee Schedule entitled “2017 
Daily and Seasonal Beach Fees” be and is hereby adopted. 
ADOPTED this 21st day of November, A.D. 2016. 

       T OWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
       S/Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President 
ATTEST:     
S/Anne M. Irons, CMC – Town Clerk        
 

19. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the re-building of the 

entire security system database and installation of new door locks in the new 

SallyPort area as part of the renovation of the Public Safety Complex, completed by 

Galaxy Integrated Technologies, in the amount of $11,983.23. 

Galaxy Integrated Technologies is contracted with the Town for security system 

maintenance and completed all prior work in the SallyPort including the installation of 

new card reader doors and programming into the Amag system. Work beyond the 

original scope was required in order to meet Police Accreditation standards. The work 
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was required so that in the event of catastrophic power failure, a mechanical override 

would allow the evacuation of the secure cell block. This work included addressing issues 

 

 with the member database, diagnosing issues with the ethlan micro Amag boards, 

installing three (3) new door locks, replacing existing strikes with fail safe models, and 

tying into the fire alarm system.  Town Council awarded the bid to Galaxy Integrated 

Technologies on August 15, 2016.  According to the Town’s current policy under this 

miscellaneous contract for Security System Maintenance, projects with a value of over 

$4,000.00 under this format require Town Council approval 

Funding is available in the Police Department Capital Projects Account  

#00200190 57025, Building Renovation. 

Matthew Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the re-building of the entire security system 

database and installation of new door locks in the new SallyPort area as part of the 

renovation of the Public Safety Complex, completed by Galaxy Integrated Technologies, 

in the amount of $11,983.23. 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

20. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY, and CONFIRM the Town’s 

participation in the State’s Participation Agreement for natural gas with Direct 

Energy, at their quoted bid price of $0.4025 per therm for a three-year period. 
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Natural gas, as a deregulated utility commodity, is used for heating at a number of Town 

buildings, and may be purchased from several different energy suppliers. National Grid, 

  

 

who owns the gas mains, will provide the transmission and distribution, regardless of the 

supplier. National Grid is also the default supplier.  On September 4, 2012, the Town 

Council unanimously authorized the then-Acting Town Manager to negotiate and execute 

commodity purchase agreements for natural gas, propane, and fuel oil.  Subsequently, we 

entered into a Contract with Glacial Energy for natural gas for the 2013 heating season 

(extendable monthly for mid-2013 and beyond at our option). The rate at that time was 

22% lower than the standard market rate for gas purchased directly through National 

Grid. In 2013, the State developed a Natural Gas Procurement Participation Agreement, 

wherein they wrote and advertised an RFP for natural gas purchase on behalf of any state 

or local agency that wished to participate. Given the potential “buying power” of the state 

acting on multiple large accounts, we believed that participating in the state’s program 

would provide an advantageous pricing structure for our natural gas purchases. On June 

3, 2013, the Town Council authorized our participation in the State procurement process. 

At that point in time, despite market factors that caused an increase in the commodity  

price of 16%, our increase was limited to 5.6% over market because of our participation 

in the State bid. That contract was for a three (3) year term. 
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In the summer of 2016, the State conducted a reverse energy auction (bid) for natural gas 

supply, and has now awarded a contract to Direct Energy for gas at $0.4025 per therm. It 

should be noted that this represents a 37% reduction in the commodity price over the 

current contract and this new price will be held for three (3) years. Just as importantly, 

this contract includes a 100% “swing” provision, which means that if our actual usage  

 

were to vary from the historical usage, there are no penalties or additional charges for 

over or under-usage. Under the authority granted by the Council (noted above), we 

elected to participate in the State auction\bid process in June 2016, and are now eligible 

to purchase our natural gas through the State contract with Direct Energy. The Council 

ratification of this item will confirm our participation. The new (lower) pricing is in place 

as of November 2016.  

Current Town facilities that use natural gas for heat (and\or standby generator power) 

include the Towers, Seaport Village Pump Station, Kinney Avenue Water Tank (office 

and garage), Town Hall, Point Judith Water Tank (garage), Kinney Bungalow (first floor 

heat), Sprague Park Little League Building, and the Public Safety Building. Funding is 

available in the respective departmental operating account for heating fuel and/or 

equipment maintenance and repair (generator power). 

 Matthew M. Mannix moved Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted 

to APPROV, RATIFY and CONFIRM the Town’s participation in the State’s 

Participation Agreement for natural gas with Direct Energy, at their quoted bid price of 

$0.4025 per therm for a three-year period. 
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Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

 

 

 

21. A MOTION to AUTHORIZE the Town Manager to sign the Master 

Consulting Agreement with Competitive Energy Services, LLC, the South 

Kingstown Solar Consortium Agreement, and the Net Metering Credit Sales 

Agreement with University Solar, LLC. 

The Towns of South Kingstown and Narragansett and the University of Rhode Island 

have formed a consortium to investigate and ultimately implement on and off-site solar 

power generation facilities on Town and University-owned property in South Kingstown, 

and on a privately-owned parcel in West Greenwich. Designed to take advantage of the 

current Federal Solar Investment Tax Credit program, these projects have the potential to 

develop power equivalent to 100% of the electrical demands for both Towns (municipal 

accounts) and 70% of URI’s demand. Our consultant of record in this process is 

Competitive Energy Services (CES); the selected vendor for the on-site projects is 

Kearsarge Energy, LP, while the selected vendor for the off-site project is University 

Solar\Energy Development Partners. 
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The vendors were selected after a lengthy and comprehensive public procurement and 

vetting process.  

The projects will include a combination of “behind the meter” and “net metering” 

strategies, and has the potential to generate over $1.5 million in annual savings to the 

consortium.  

 

 

Matthew Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

AUTHORIZE the Town Manager to sign the Master Consulting Agreement with 

Competitive Energy Services, LLC, the South Kingstown Solar Consortium Agreement, 

and the Net Metering Credit Sales Agreement with University Solar, LLC. 

Patrick Murray questioned if the federal credit was cut would the town be liable. The 

answer was the town was not on hook for anything  

 Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

  

22. A MOTION to APPROVE the contract extension for Water Testing and 

Miscellaneous Water Quality Consulting Services for a one-year period with Rhode 

Island Analytical Laboratories, Inc., at their quoted prices and rates, under the 

same terms and conditions as the original contract. 

In accordance with our treatment and distribution systems licenses, the Water Division is 

required to test the drinking water weekly for a number of different parameters. This 
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work must be performed by an independent laboratory that is licensed by the State 

Department of Health. The bid package included unit prices for the required testing  

parameters, as well other water quality related tests and evaluations.  The extension 

period is:  November 19, 2016 through November 18, 2017. 

 

 

 

Town Council awarded the original bid to Rhode Island Analytical Laboratories, Inc. on 

December 2, 2013 and approved two (2) one-year extensions since.  The vendor has 

offered to extend their contract under the same terms and conditions for a one-year  

period.  Funding is available in the Water Fund Operating Account #0030 50201, 

Professional Services. 

Matthew Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

APPROVE the contract extension for Water Testing and Miscellaneous Water Quality 

Consulting Services for a one-year period with Rhode Island Analytical Laboratories, 

Inc., at their quoted prices and rates, under the same terms and conditions as the original 

contract. 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

23. A MOTION to APPROVE the contract extension for General Heating, 

Ventilation, and Air Conditioning Services for a one-year period with JMB 
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Mechanical, Inc. at their quoted prices and rates, under the same terms and 

conditions as the original contract. 

This general HVAC contract is used by all Town departments for emergency and planned 

HVAC work and projects.  The bid requested a flat rate per hour for a Master Pipefitter, 

Plumber, Sheet Metal Worker, and Laborer classifications (State prevailing wage 

minimums) for these trades on a regular and emergency response basis.  Material and 

equipment mark-ups were also requested as part of the bid.  

 

 The extension period for this contract is: October 20, 2016 – October 19, 2017. Town 

Council awarded the original bid on October 20, 2014 and approved a one-year extension 

on October 19, 2015.   

Any project initiated under this contract with a value exceeding $4,000.00 requires prior 

Town Council authorization.  In addition, work under this contract will be limited to a 

value of less than $50,000.00 unless further Town Council approval has been granted. 

Funding is available in the respective departmental operating accounts for building 

maintenance and repair or in the appropriate capital projects account. 

 

Matthew M Mannix Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to  

APPROVE the contract extension for General Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning 

Services for a one-year period with JMB Mechanical, Inc. at their quoted prices and rates, 

under the same terms and conditions as the original contract. 
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Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

 

24. A MOTION to APPROVE the one-year contract extension for General 

Construction Services for all departments with Abcore Restoration Company, Inc., 

at their quoted and adjusted bid prices for a one-year period, ending July 21, 2017.   

 

 

 

The original bid was for general construction services for typical routine and emergency 

building trades work (carpentry, painting, flooring, and roofing);  to be used as needed by 

all Town departments.   

Town Council awarded the original bid on July 21, 2014.  Abcore has agreed to extend 

the contract for one year at the adjusted hourly rates to meet the State of Rhode Island 

prevailing wages requirements as follows:  Carpentry: $60.76; Painting: $50.87 (no 

change); Flooring:  $62.96; and Roofing: $56.37.  The one year contract extension is July 

22, 2016 – July 21, 2017 with all of the same terms and conditions as the original bid 

specifications. Any project initiated under this contract with a value exceeding $4,000.00 

requires prior Town Council authorization.  In addition, work under this contract will be 

limited to a value of less than $50,000.00 unless further Town Council approval has been 

granted. Funding is available in the respective departmental operating account for 

building maintenance and repair or in the appropriate capital projects account. 
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Matthew M Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted 

to APPROVE the one-year contract extension for General Construction Services for all 

departments with Abcore Restoration Company, Inc., at their quoted and adjusted bid 

prices for a one-year period, ending July 21, 2017.   

 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

 

25. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of Winter Road Salt from Morton 

Salt Inc. at $56.25 per ton delivered for both Rock Salt and Solar Salt for the FY 

16/17 winter season, per the State of Rhode Island Master Price Agreement. 

Winter Road Salt is utilized by the Public Works Highway Division during winter storm 

events for anti-icing and de-icing. During a typical winter season the department uses 

approximately 1,100 tons of Road Salt.  Salt will be purchased under the State of Rhode 

Island MPA as needed to replenish inventory as it is used.  The MPA contract period is: 

10/26/16 – 10/25/17 with one (1) renewal option for an additional year. 

The Town will be purchasing this material pursuant to State of Rhode Island Master Price 

Agreement #125.  Bids were solicited and awarded by the State of Rhode Island Office of 

Purchasing. Funding is available in the Highway Division Operating Account # 0001730 

50512, Snow Removal. 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
November 19, 2016  
Book 57 Page 793 

Matthew Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

APPROVE the purchase of Winter Road Salt from Morton Salt Inc. at $56.25 per ton 

delivered for both Rock Salt and Solar Salt for the FY 16/17 winter season, per the State 

of Rhode Island Master Price Agreement. 

 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

 

 

 

26. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of five (5) Lifepak 15 Cardiac 

Monitor/Defibrillators and accompanying service contract from Physio-Control 

Inc., in the total amount of $197,806.21, including trade-in of four (4) Lifepak 12 

units.  

The fire department is looking to purchase five (5) Lifepak 15 Cardiac 

Monitor/Defibrillators. The quote provided by Physio-Control Inc., includes the trade-in 

of $20,400.00 and contract discount of $5,040.00 bringing the invoice total to 

$197,806.21. This purchase will replace four of the existing Lifepak 12’s the department 

presently uses. Physio-Control Inc. is the manufacturer and sole provider of the Lifepak 

units.  In accordance with the Town of Narragansett Code of Ordinances, Section 70-326 

and Rhode Island General Laws, Chapter 55, Section 45-55-8, I, the Purchasing Manager, 

have determined this to be a sole source item.  This purchase is grant funded through a 
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reimbursable grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the 

Department of Homeland Security 2015 AFG award No. EMW-2015-FO-01261  

(accepted by Town Council on October 3, 2016). Town funding is paid through the 

town’s Grant Match Fund.   Funding is available in the Grant Account #0826 50252, 

Grant Expenses. 

Matthew M Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted 

to APPROVE the purchase of five (5) Lifepak 15 Cardiac Monitor/Defibrillators and 

accompanying service contract from Physio-Control Inc., in the total amount of 

$197,806.21, including trade-in of four (4) Lifepak 12 units.   

 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

 

27. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS, and ACCEPT as a First 

Reading  An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 the Code of Ordinances, of 

the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled Taxation and Finance. (New 

Subdivision VII - Tax Credit for Historic District properties). 

Since the establishment of the Narragansett Historic District Commission there has been 

an interest in identifying ways in which the Town can encourage the preservation and 

proper maintenance of the historic structures located in the Town’s five locally regulated 

Historic Districts.  One way to enhance the situation for owners of older homes is to 
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provide a temporary tax break when they remodel or repair the exterior of their homes.   

The reason for this is that the cost of sympathetic repair to historic houses is somewhat  

higher than more recently built homes, due mostly to the time it takes to delicately 

remove deteriorated sections of wall, trim or roofing and to splice, piece-in or repair 

those components.   The Historic District Commission, in concert with the staff, has 

researched the State Law which enables historic repair tax credits,  (RIGL 44-4.1), and 

drafted an ordinance they believe is both helpful to these homeowners and reasonable to 

the Town and its taxpayers. The maximum tax credit would be capped at $2,000 per year 

or a total of $10,000 for the maximum five years of relief for a project exceeding $50,000 

 

 

in construction cost. At the end of the tax credit period, the full tax obligation as required 

per the updated value and assessment would then be perpetually assigned. 

This proposal was addressed in a workshop on March 28, 2016 and a follow-up 

presentation at the Town Council’s regular meeting on June 20, 2016.  The Council held 

and closed a public hearing on the draft ordinance on October 17, 2016. 

Matthew Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

INTRODUCE, READ, PASS, and ACCEPT as a First Reading An Ordinance in 

Amendment of Chapter 70 the Code of Ordinances, of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode 

Island, entitled Taxation and Finance. (New Subdivision VII - Tax Credit for Historic 

District properties). 
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Councilor Michael T. Moretti questioned if it was for the current districts only and he 

was told that it was for the current districts only. 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

28. A MOTION to AMEND the Town’s Rules for Commission, Committee and 

Board Appointments by including a residency clause. 

There is some confusion on the residency clause with our Boards, Commissions and 

Committees appointments.  Eight (8) of our committees require residency, with a 

requirement of three (3) years residency for the Juvenile Hearing Board.  Two (2) 

committees require that the resident is an elector. Seven (7) committees have no 

residency requirement for appointment.  The Town Clerk’s office conducted a survey  

 

with the 38 other communities in Rhode Island. Sixteen communities responded with 

eight (8) communities requiring residency and ten (10) of those communities also require  

the resident be an elector of the town. New Shoreham has no residency requirement at all.  

The Town of Warren does not have a residency requirement for the Harbor Management  

or the Economic Development Committee. The Town of Bristol requires that only 

Planning and Zoning be an elector of the town. 

The proposed amendment for The Town’s Rules for Commission, Committee and Board 

Appointments would be amended by adding #10 to the Requirement for Membership and 

read as follows: 

Section II. REQUIREMENT FOR MEMBERSHIP 
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10. The applicant shall be a full time resident and elector of the town to be 

 considered for an appointment on a board, commission or committee. 

Matthew Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

REVISE the amendment to include language that residents only will be appointed to 

Zoning, Planning and Pension Boards appointments. 

Richard VanGermeersch, Harris Chorney, Raymond Kagels, Robert Shields and Joe 

Lembo all spoke. 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray nay, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

 

 

 

Matthew Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

AMEND the Town’s Rules for Commission, Committee and Board Appointments by 

including a residency clause for Zoning, Planning and Pension Boards appointments. 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray nay, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

29. A MOTION to SCHEDULE a WORK SESSION to conduct an interview for 

a seat on the Planning Board for a five year term to expire on November 1, 2021.  

 According to the Council Rules for Commission, Committee and Board Appointments 

all appointments for the Planning Board require an interview with the town council. A 5 

year term has expired.  The current member has indicated he wished to be reconsidered  
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for  the appointment. Councilor Moretti commented that he had received an application 

from a resident, who was also interested in the appointment 

Matthew Mannix moved, Michael Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to s 

SCHEDULE the work session to 12-5-16 @ 6:30 P.M. 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

30. A MOTION to SCHEDULE the annual TC/SC WORKSESSION on the 

Budget as required by RIGL 16-2-21.3 to December 19, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

That the Town Council schedules the annual TC/SC Workshop  on the Budget as 

required by RIGL 16-2-21.3 to December 19, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

Traditionally this meeting is held in December prior to a Town Council meeting. The 

suggested date is December 19, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.  

Matthew Mannix moved, Michael Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

SCHEDULE the town council and school committee work session to December 19, 2016 

at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION  

Matthew M. Mannix moved, Michael T. Moretti seconded and it is unanimously so voted 

to RETIRE to Executive Session at the end of the November 21, 2016 town council 

meeting as in accordance with 42-46-4 to discuss to  the acquisition or lease of real 

property for public purpose as in accordance with 42-46-5 (a) (5) and to discuss an 

update on the RI Laborers District Council –Public Service Employees, Local 1033 

Grievance in accordance RI General Laws 42-46-5 (a) (2) in accordance with RI General 

Laws 42-46-5 (a) and appoint Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor as Clerk Pro Tem. 

Roll Call vote was taken 

Jill A. Lawler aye, Michael T. Moretti aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourns at 9:04 p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS  
                                                                                  PRESENTED/AMENDED 

                                                                                 

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk 
 
A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 

meeting. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg  



 

 

 TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:     

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: December 7, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Honorable Town Council 
         
FROM: Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President 
 
SUBJECT: Enactment of a Homestead Exemption applied to property taxation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council HOLDS a PUBLIC HEARING An Ordinance in Amendment of 
Chapter 70 of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled “Taxation & Finance. 
 
SUMMARY: 

 

At the Towns request, the General Assembly passed enabling legislation during the 
2016 legislative session to authorize Narragansett to annually fix a homestead 
exemption of up to 10% of a residential property’s assessed value.   

The proposed ordinance provides for administration of the homestead exemption, both 
in terms of determining eligibility and appropriate method of satisfying the Tax Assessor 
of a taxpayer’s eligibility to receive the exemption. 

The first reading was held on December 5, 2016 and a public hearing and second 
reading and adoption was scheduled for December 19, 2016. 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Advertisement 
2. Proposed ordinance 
3. State enabling law 

  





 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER  

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “TAXATION & FI-

NANCE” 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

Section 1:  Division 3 (REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION AND DEFERRAL), of Chapter 

70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & Finance”  is 

hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

Subdivision V. - Homestead Exemption 

 

Sec 70 - 110. - Homestead Exemption 

 

The Town Council shall annually fix the amount, if any, of a homestead exemption with respect 

to assessed value from local taxation on taxable real property used for residential purposes or 

mixed purposes, defined as a combination of residential and commercial uses, in an amount not 

to exceed ten percent (10%) of the assessed value, as authorized by the General Assembly of the 

State of Rhode Island.  

 

(a) The homestead exemption applies to property: 

(1) which is the taxpayer's principal residence and legal domicile; and 

(2) legally titled to the taxpayer or a trust to which the taxpayer is the named beneficiary; 

and 

(3) used exclusively for residential purposes and improved with a dwelling containing 

less than five (5) units, or used for a combination of residential and commercial uses. 

 

 

(b) The homestead exemption does not apply to: 

(1) Property owned by corporate entities.  

(2) Vacant land. 

 



 

 

(c) Legal title to the real property subject to the homestead exemption must be held by the tax-

payer as of December 31 prior to the year for which the exemption shall apply. There shall 

be one exemption per household.   

 

(d) When real property is used for mixed purposes, the percentage of the assessed value shall be 

a prorated amount. The prorated amount shall be the percentage of square feet of the parcel 

used for residential purposes multiplied by the percentage of the homestead exemption.   

 

(e) Presenting a majority of the following documents to the Tax Assessor shall be considered 

prima facie demonstration of a person's residence for the purpose of eligibility for 

the homestead exemption:  

 

(1) The address furnished to the Division of Motor Vehicles, appearing on the tax-

payer's valid operator's license; If the applicant certifies that he or she does not 

drive, this requirement is waived.  

(2) The address from which the taxpayer's motor vehicle is registered, as it appears on 

a valid motor vehicle registration. If the applicant certifies that he or she does not 

drive, this requirement is waived. 

(3) The address from which the taxpayer filed his or her federal income tax return for 

the tax year in question;  

(4) The address from which the taxpayer filed his or her state income tax return for 

the tax year in question;  

(5)  The address furnished by the taxpayer to the Town of Narragansett canvassing 

        authority for voting purposes;  

(6)   Any additional form acceptable to the Tax Assessor. 

 

(f) The Tax Assessor may require any additional information or prepare any application forms 

he or she deems necessary to carry out the intent of the ordinance. 

 

(g) The Tax Assessor shall have the authority to make adjustments to the homestead exemption 

if he or she receives information that the property no longer meets the eligibility require-

ments. 

 

(h) If the taxpayer knowingly gives misinformation as to the ownership and/or occupancy of the 

real property subject to the homestead exemption, the Tax Assessor shall, in such event, re-



 

 

move the homestead exemption and recalculate the tax for the period in question and, in ad-

dition, charge the taxpayer the maximum interest permitted by law.  

 

(i) The Tax Assessor shall have the authority to send a communication in conjunction with a 

mortgage application from a buyer to a financial institution to reflect what an estimated 

property tax bill would be for a subject property if, and when a valid and accepted pro-

posed homestead exemption is sought and accepted. Any communication from the Tax As-

sessor shall include the following language:                    

 

"The Tax Assessor has estimated the potential tax bill for this property based upon the 

application or the Town's current homestead exemption. It is an ESTIMATE only and 

is contingent on the applicant/homeowner meeting all of the legal requirements or the 

exemption as set forth in the applicable law and/or the municipal 

code. Homestead exemptions and rates are subject to change and modification by the 

Town’s governing body." 

 

 

Section 2:  

 

The header of Subdivision V. - Appeals is hereby amended to read Subdivision VI. - Appeals 

 

Section 3:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 5th 
day

 of 

December, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 19
th

 day of 

December, 2016. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 
 
 







TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  1   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  November 25, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: December 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: Narragansett Lions Club Pier Plunge 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council approves the request from the Narragansett Lions Club for their 

Annual Pier Plunge scheduled for January 1, 2017 from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm at the 

Town Beach, subject to approval of state and local regulations. 

 

SUMMARY:   
 
This popular annual Lions Club event generates monies which the club donates back to 

the community. Approximately 200-300 participants are expected. The North Beach 

Club House, cabana lot and north lot of the town beach and beach directly in front of 

the north pavilion will be available and accessible for this event. A certificate of Liability 

Insurance naming the Town of Narragansett as additionally insured will be on file prior 

to the event. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
  

1. Parks and Recreation Facility Use Form 
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  November 17, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: December 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: 2017 National MS Society Charity Walk 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the request from the National MS Society  to conduct 

their annual Charity Walk on Sunday April 9, 2017 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, subject to 

approval of state and local regulations. 

  

SUMMARY:   
 
The National MS Society is requesting permission to conduct their annual charity walk 

on Sunday April 9, 2017 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. The MS walk is a 3.1 mile charity 

walk, not a race that will start and finish at the Narragansett Pier School on sidewalks 

throughout town as listed on the attached walk course.  Police, Fire and Public Works 

Departments have approved this walk. Narragansett Police will be hired for traffic 

control. Liability Insurance naming the Town of Narragansett as additionally insured will 

be issued for this walk. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application 

2. Proposed Course 
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Date Prepared:  November 28, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: December 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: Vet Surf Day 
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

 
That the Town Council approves the request from Ampsurf to conduct a one day free 

surfing event for disabled veterans at the Town Beach on June 10, 2017 from 7:00 am 

to 1:00 pm subject to approval of state and local regulations.  

 

SUMMARY:   
 
AmpSurf is a 501-3 c non-profit organization dedicated in 2003 to helping disabled 

veterans, adults and children through adaptive surfing and other outdoor activities. With 

the assistance of the Veterans Administration in Boston AmpSurf is sponsoring this 

event for the second time in Narragansett. There is expected to be approximately 12 to 

20 disabled participants and approximately 2 to 3 volunteers for each participant as 

they enter the water. The volunteer’s will be comprised of “Primary Volunteers” 

experienced surfers some who are former lifeguards and or have taught others to surf 

in various capacities. All participants will be required to sign liability waivers and 

AmpSurf will provide Liability Insurance naming the Town of Narragansett as 

additionally insured prior to the event.     

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application for special use 
2. Request letter 
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Date Prepared:  November 17, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: December 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Parks and Recreation Director  
 

SUBJECT: 2017 Race the State 
   
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the request from Manuka Sports Event Management 

to conduct a cycling road race to be held on Sunday August 6, 2017 from 9:00 am to 

12:00 pm, subject to approval of state and local regulations. 

 

SUMMARY:   

 
The Manuka Sports Event Management is requesting permission to conduct their third 

annual “Race the State” cycling, running, paddle boarding, and kayaking multi-town 

race course on Sunday August 6, 2017 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. This is a multi-town 

event, with the bike course through Narragansett. Police, Fire and Public Works 

Departments have approved this race course and event. A certificate of Liability 

Insurance naming the Town of Narragansett as additionally insured will be provided by 

Manuka Sports Event Management prior to the race.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application for Special Use 

2. Proposed Course Map 
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Date Prepared:  December 9, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: December 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           
FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 
SUBJECT: Bobby Doyle 5 Mile Summer Classic Road Race  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the Bobby Doyle 5 Mile Summer Classic Road Race 

on Sunday August 13, 2017, subject to state and local laws.  

 

SUMMARY:   

 
This year marks the ninth year of the Bobby Doyle 5-Mile Summer Classic Road Race 

which is scheduled to take place Sunday August 13th, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.  The prior nine 

road races have averaged over 600 runners and walkers which have raised over 

$65,000.00 in donations.   The donations and proceeds from the race are given back to the 

community in the form of scholarships as well as in the form of contributions to high school 

track and field programs.  Numerous scholarships have already been awarded and will 

continue with additional scholarships to students involved with indoor track. The Bobby 

Dole Summer 5-Mile Classic committee also anticipates donating this year in the area of 

developmental track and field programs throughout the state. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application for Special Use Form 

2. Map 
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Date Prepared:  November 17, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: December 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: 2017 Ocean Road 10K Race 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council approves the request from Gray Matter Marketing and the 

Narragansett Historical Society to conduct the fifth annual Ocean Road 10K road race 

to be held on Sunday October 1, 2017 from 8:00 am to 11:00 am subject to approval of 

state and local regulations.  

 

SUMMARY:   
 
This is the fifth annual Ocean Road 10K road race organized by Gray Matter Marketing, 

3 Curry Avenue, Newport, RI scheduled for Sunday October 1, 2017 from 8:00 am to 

11:00 am benefiting the Narragansett Historical Society.  The race starts at Point Judith 

Lighthouse and finishes at Narragansett Town Beach. Shuttles would be used to 

transport runners/walkers to the starting line at 8:00am. The Narragansett Police and 

Fire Departments have also reviewed the traffic plan and given their approval and will 

be hired for this race. A certificate of Liability Insurance naming the Town of 

Narragansett as additionally insured will be provided by Gray Matter Marketing prior to 

the race.  

 
 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application for Special Use 
2. Map 
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  November 17, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: December 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: Animal Rescue League of Southern RI “Bark on the Beach” 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council approves the request from the Animal Rescue League of 

Southern RI to conduct their annual  “Bark on the Beach” fundraiser at the Town Beach 

on October 14, 2017 from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm subject to approval of state and local 

regulations.  

 

SUMMARY:   
 
This event is an annual fundraiser for the Animal Rescue League of Southern RI, a 

private, nonprofit, no kill animal shelter in South Kingstown.  This is the 7
th
 year for this 

event with the request for 2017 to host the event at Narragansett Town Beach for the 

fourth year. Activities on the beach will be the dog walk only from 12:00 noon to 12:45 

pm. All other activities such as; Bets Bark, Best Trick, Best Costume and presentation 

by the RI State K-Unit will be conducted in the North Parking Lot adjacent to the South 

Pavilion. The Animal Rescue League of Southern RI is also soliciting sponsors to offer 

and promote dog training, dog food and pet supply stores.  Dog groomers and 

veterinarians may also attend to offer free nail clipping and dental screening. All 

vendors will be required to provide Liability Insurance naming the Town of Narragansett 

as additionally insured.      

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
  

1. Parks and Recreation Facility Use Form 
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Date Prepared:  November 17, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: December 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: Ocean State Rhode Race 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the request from Rhode Races & Events Inc. to 

conduct the annual Ocean State Rhode Race Half Marathon and 5K Road Race to be 

held on Sunday October 29, 2017 from 7:30 am to 1:30 pm subject to approval of state 

and local regulations.  

 

 

SUMMARY:   
 
This is an annual half marathon and 5K road race organized by Rhode Races & Events, 

Inc. of 19 Weaver Street, Newport, RI and is scheduled for Sunday October 29, 2017 

from 7:30 am to 13:00 pm. The race starts and finishes at Narragansett Town Beach. 

The Bonnet Shores Fire District manager has been advised of this date and has no 

concerns. The Narragansett Police and Fire Departments have also reviewed the traffic 

plan and given their approval and will be hired for this race. A certificate of Liability 

Insurance naming the Town of Narragansett as additionally insured will be provided by 

Rhode Races & Events, Inc. prior to the race. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application for Special Use 

2. Map 
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Date Prepared: November 23, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   
FROM:  Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Consent Agenda for 12/19/16 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council approves one consent agenda item, in the total amount of $7,608.38. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Vendor(s) 
 

$ Amount Department Brief 
Summary 

Contract 
Method 

Account(s) 

1. Zones, Inc. 
2. Zones, Inc. 
3. Velocity 
Solutions, LLC 
 

$5,090.68 
$1,317.70 
$1,200.00 
$7,608.38 

Information  
Technology 

Network 
security project 
for 
replacement 
firewall 

Zones-National 
Joint Powers 
Alliance (NJPA) 
and  Velocity-
exempt from 
bidding (prof 
services) 

00200130 
57071 
Equipment 
Replacement 

      

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Memo from Daniel Holland, IT Systems Administrator with 

a) Zones quote K0495970 dated 11/23/16 
b) Zones quote K0495990 dated 11/23/16 
c) Velocity Solutions, LLC quote dated 10/27/16. 
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. _________ 

 
Date Prepared: December 12, 2016  

Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager       
  

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: Class F-1 Liquor License Application – The Ocean State Waves –  
                     The Towers- March  
 

RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council approves a Class F-1 Alcoholic Beverage License to The Ocean 
State Waves  for March 3, 2017 at The Towers, Narragansett, RI, subject to state and 
local regulations. 

 
SUMMARY: 

 
The Ocean State Waves of Wakefield, RI will be hosting a “Fund Raising Event” at the 
Towers.  As part of the event, they will be serving alcohol and food. Under state law a 
Class F-1 Liquor License is required for special events when alcohol is served to the 
public. 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 
1.  Application 
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Date Prepared: December 14, 2016 
Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Honorable Town Council 
         
FROM: Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President 
 
SUBJECT: Clear River Energy Center – Burrillville, RI 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 

1. That the Town Council discusses the adoption of a “Resolution Opposing the 
Siting of the Clear River Energy Center in Burrillville, Rhode Island”  

 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Burrillville Town Council has requested that the Narragansett Town Council support 
their efforts in opposition of the siting of the Clear River Energy Center in Burrillville. The 
proposal is for a 1000 MW gas-powered power plant to be constructed in Burrillville. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Request from Town of Burrillville 
2. Proposed Resolution                        
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Date Prepared: December 7, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Honorable Town Council 
         
FROM: Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President 
 
SUBJECT: Enactment of a Homestead Exemption applied to property taxation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council ADOPTS an ordinance authorizing the Narragansett Town 
Council to enact annually a residential homestead exemption not to exceed 10% 
applied to the assessed valuation of real property. 
 
SUMMARY: 

 

At the Towns request, the General Assembly passed enabling legislation during the 
2016 legislative session to authorize Narragansett to annually fix a homestead 
exemption of up to 10% of a residential property’s assessed value.   

 

The proposed ordinance provides for administration of the homestead exemption, both 
in terms of determining eligibility and appropriate method of satisfying the Tax Assessor 
of a taxpayer’s eligibility to receive the exemption. 

 

The first reading was held on December 5, 2016. 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 1: Proposed ordinance 
 2: State enabling law 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER  

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “TAXATION & FI-

NANCE” 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

Section 1:  Division 3 (REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION AND DEFERRAL), of Chapter 

70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & Finance”  is 

hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

Subdivision V. - Homestead Exemption 

 

Sec 70 - 110. - Homestead Exemption 

 

The Town Council shall annually fix the amount, if any, of a homestead exemption with respect 

to assessed value from local taxation on taxable real property used for residential purposes or 

mixed purposes, defined as a combination of residential and commercial uses, in an amount not 

to exceed ten percent (10%) of the assessed value, as authorized by the General Assembly of the 

State of Rhode Island.  

 

(a) The homestead exemption applies to property: 

(1) which is the taxpayer's principal residence and legal domicile; and 

(2) legally titled to the taxpayer or a trust to which the taxpayer is the named beneficiary; 

and 

(3) used exclusively for residential purposes and improved with a dwelling containing 

less than five (5) units, or used for a combination of residential and commercial uses. 

 

 

(b) The homestead exemption does not apply to: 

(1) Property owned by corporate entities.  

(2) Vacant land. 

 



 

 

(c) Legal title to the real property subject to the homestead exemption must be held by the tax-

payer as of December 31 prior to the year for which the exemption shall apply. There shall 

be one exemption per household.   

 

(d) When real property is used for mixed purposes, the percentage of the assessed value shall be 

a prorated amount. The prorated amount shall be the percentage of square feet of the parcel 

used for residential purposes multiplied by the percentage of the homestead exemption.   

 

(e) Presenting a majority of the following documents to the Tax Assessor shall be considered 

prima facie demonstration of a person's residence for the purpose of eligibility for 

the homestead exemption:  

 

(1) The address furnished to the Division of Motor Vehicles, appearing on the tax-

payer's valid operator's license; If the applicant certifies that he or she does not 

drive, this requirement is waived.  

(2) The address from which the taxpayer's motor vehicle is registered, as it appears on 

a valid motor vehicle registration. If the applicant certifies that he or she does not 

drive, this requirement is waived. 

(3) The address from which the taxpayer filed his or her federal income tax return for 

the tax year in question;  

(4) The address from which the taxpayer filed his or her state income tax return for 

the tax year in question;  

(5)  The address furnished by the taxpayer to the Town of Narragansett canvassing 

        authority for voting purposes;  

(6)   Any additional form acceptable to the Tax Assessor. 

 

(f) The Tax Assessor may require any additional information or prepare any application forms 

he or she deems necessary to carry out the intent of the ordinance. 

 

(g) The Tax Assessor shall have the authority to make adjustments to the homestead exemption 

if he or she receives information that the property no longer meets the eligibility require-

ments. 

 

(h) If the taxpayer knowingly gives misinformation as to the ownership and/or occupancy of the 

real property subject to the homestead exemption, the Tax Assessor shall, in such event, re-



 

 

move the homestead exemption and recalculate the tax for the period in question and, in ad-

dition, charge the taxpayer the maximum interest permitted by law.  

 

(i) The Tax Assessor shall have the authority to send a communication in conjunction with a 

mortgage application from a buyer to a financial institution to reflect what an estimated 

property tax bill would be for a subject property if, and when a valid and accepted pro-

posed homestead exemption is sought and accepted. Any communication from the Tax As-

sessor shall include the following language:                    

 

"The Tax Assessor has estimated the potential tax bill for this property based upon the 

application or the Town's current homestead exemption. It is an ESTIMATE only and 

is contingent on the applicant/homeowner meeting all of the legal requirements or the 

exemption as set forth in the applicable law and/or the municipal 

code. Homestead exemptions and rates are subject to change and modification by the 

Town’s governing body." 

 

 

Section 2:  

 

The header of Subdivision V. - Appeals is hereby amended to read Subdivision VI. - Appeals 

 

Section 3:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 5th 
day

 of 

December, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 19
th

 day of 

December, 2016. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: December 7, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager       
  

FROM: Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 

SUBJECT: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance  
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council ADOPTS as a First Reading, an ordinance amending text 
revisions of Section 11, (Variances) of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of 
Narragansett. 
 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
The Community Development Department originally submitted proposed text revisions 
for each of these sections of the Zoning Ordinance as part of the “omnibus “regulatory 
changes in 2015.  Following review by the Planning Board, these proposed 
amendments were removed for more in-depth deliberations.   
 
The intent of these revisions is to bring Sections 11.4, 11.5 and 11.6 up to date with the 
State Zoning Enabling Law.  The primary objective of the revisions is to place the 
standards of review for each type of variance (use variance, dimensional variance) 
under the appropriate headings.   
 
A public hearing was held on this ordinance on November 21, 2016. The first reading 
was held on December 5, 2016.   
   
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Draft Ordinance  



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER     ____________ 
 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 731 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 

THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE IN 

RELATION TO ZONING” AS IT RELATES TO VARIANCES 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled “An 

Ordinance in Relation to Zoning” is hereby amended as follows: 

 

SECTION 2.  Section 11.4 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Standards to be Met in Granting a Use 

Variance is amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place of the specified text: 

 

11.4. Standards to be Met in Granting a Use Variance  

 

shall be renamed to: 

 

11.4. Standards to be Met in Granting Any Variance. 

 

SECTION 3.  Section 11.4 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Standards to be Met in Granting Any 

Variance is amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place of the specified text 

in paragraph 1: 

 

In granting a use variance, the zoning board of review shall require that evidence to the 

satisfaction of the following standards be entered into the record of the proceedings:  

 

shall be deleted and replaced with: 

 

In granting a variance, the zoning board of review shall require that evidence to the satisfaction 

of the following standards be entered into the record of the proceedings: 

 

SECTION 4.  Section 11.4 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Standards to be Met in Granting Any 

Variance is amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place of the specified text: 

 

Add the following text as a separate paragraph at the end of the subsection: 

 

In addition to the above, the zoning board of review shall consider: 

(1)  Access to air, light, views and solar access. 

(2) Public access to water bodies, rivers and streams 

(3) The conservation of energy and energy efficiency 

 



 

SECTION 5.  Section 11.5 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Additional Specific Standards to be Met  is 

amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place of the specified text: 

 

11.5: Additional Specific Standards to be Met  

 

shall be renamed  

 

11.5: Additional Specific Standards to be Met for a Use Variance. 

 

SECTION 6.  Paragraph 2 of Section 11.5 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Additional Standards to be 

Met in Granting a Use Variance  is amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in 

place of the specified text: 

 

Delete the following text: 

 

In addition to the above, the zoning board of review shall consider: 

(4)  Access to air, light, views and solar access. 

(5) Public access to water bodies, rivers and streams 

(6) The conservation of energy and energy efficiency 

 

SECTION 7.  Section 11.6 of the Zoning Ordinance entitles Standards to be met in Granting a 

Dimensional Variance is amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place of the 

specified text: 

 

Delete Paragraph 3 and replace with : 

 

Furthermore, in granting a dimensional variance in conjunction with a special use permit, 

the zoning board shall make specific findings of fact defining any environmentally sensitive 

feature(s) to be protected and the manner in which the granting of the special use permit and 

dimensional variance will enhance the protection of the environmentally sensitive feature(s).  

SECTION 8.     This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or parts 

of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

____ day of _____________________, 2016. 

 

Second reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the ____ day of 

_____________________, 2016. 

 

ATTEST:  

 

_______________________________________________ 

Anne Irons, CMC  

Town Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
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                                                                                                   Date Prepared: November 28, 2016  

                                                                                      Council Meeting Date: December 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:    Honorable Town Council 
         
FROM:  Patrick W. Murray, Council Member 
 

SUBJECT:   Financial and Process Controls for major capital projects 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    

 
That the Town Council discusses  the Finance Committee’s request to have a financial 
and process controls review of all proposed major capital projects, the costs of which 
are expected to exceed $1 million, and related bond issues, prior to Town Council 
approval. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Committee is concerned that the last two major capital projects and related bond 
issuances (police renovations and athletic complex) lacked a satisfactory level of fiscal 
and process controls during the early stages of the proposals and subsequent to bond 
issuance. 
 
See attached recommendation from the Finance Committee. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

 
1. Finance Committee Recommendation 



Proposed Letter to the Town Council Re: Committee Review of Proposed Major Capital 
Projects and Related Bond Issuances 
 
Recommendation: 
 
The Town of Narragansett Citizens Finance Committee (Committee) recommends that 
the Committee have as its charge a financial and process controls review of all proposed 
major capital projects, the costs of which are expected to exceed $1 million, and related 
bond issues, prior to Town Council approval. 
 
Background: 
 
The Committee is concerned that the last two major capital projects and related bond 
issuances (police renovations and athletic complex) lacked a satisfactory level of fiscal 
and process controls during the early stages of the proposals and subsequent to bond 
issuance. For example, the renovations on the jail were estimated at $1.88 million; the 
bond was voted at $2 million; the original estimated cost was  $1.27 million. As for the 
athletic complex, the original estimate was $3.4 million, which subsequent to bond 
issuance was increased. Ultimately, it took substantial Town involvement with the School 
committee to ensure that the costs be in line with the original amount. Additionally, part 
of the additional cost was funded by using the education budget “surplus”, and it is not 
clear whether a formal analysis was performed aimed at determining whether that surplus 
would be needed for future operations and what, if any, impact it would have on the 
Town’s future funding of the school’s annual budget. 
 
Sound fiscal policy requires that all major capital projects and related proposed bond 
issuances, if any, have proper financial and process controls in place prior to approval. 
The Committee’s review of such controls would not be a substitute for Town Council 
review or approval of a major capital project or related bonds. In fact, the Committee’s 
independent review would be, in and of itself, a sound process control, and assist the 
Town Council in its fiduciary responsibility. Such a policy of controls also will assure 
any new council members, not involved in the original project approval, that a sound 
process had been followed. 
 
The Committee strongly urges the Town Council to consider and approve this proposal as 
soon as practical. Given the discussions taking place regarding the possibility of a 
proposed new library - which already includes taking the first steps for requesting from 
the General Assembly an authorization to hold a referendum for bonds to fund such a 
project - the Committee believes its recommendation should be in place before 
discussions on a proposed library go any further. 
 
If the Town Council does not approve the Committee's proposal, then we suggest that 
there be a minimum of two individuals from the Finance Committee appointed to  any 
committee that has oversight of a proposed major capital project. 
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              Date Prepared:  December 8, 2016 

                       Council Meeting Date: December 19, 2016  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Honorable Town Council  
        

FROM:  Michael T. Moretti, Council Member 
 

SUBJECT: Standing Building Committee 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 

That the Town Council move to form a Town Building Committee for Town initiated construction 
projects that the Town Manager deems appropriate.  

 

SUMMARY:   

 

CHARGE/DUTIES:  The role of the Town Building Committee (TBC) is to oversee and direct the design 
and construction of selected Town building projects by providing technical, project management and cost 
and schedule expertise.  The TBC may also provide advice on projects not under its direct oversight, if 
requested by the Town Council, the Town Manager or the project sponsor. The TBC may provide 
technical advice on the feasibility, cost and schedule of projects under consideration by the Town, if 
requested. 

  

ELECTED/APPOINTED:  Appointed by the Town Council 

  

MEMBERSHIP: The Committee shall be comprised of five (5) members who shall be appointed by and 
serve at the pleasure of the Town Council for terms of two (2) years, said appointments to be based on 
professional or vocational expertise with preference given to citizens possessing experience in any one of 
the following areas:  structural or civil engineering; project management; construction estimating; finance; 
construction law; building design and construction; or other appropriate experience or expertise.   
The Town Manager and Town Engineer will serve on the TBC in a Director’s capacity having the authority 
to engage the Town in certain commercial, state and financial matters. 
 
In executing its responsibilities on municipal building projects assigned to it, the TBC may be increased by 
two (2) members chosen by the Town Council and based on interest and expertise related to a specific 
project.  The two additional appointments shall be made for a term ending with the completion of the 
project as determined jointly by the Town Council and the TBC. 
  
The TBC will develop policies and procedures to support its role.  These can be found on the Town’s 
website and are important to clarify and support the Committee’s role and responsibilities. 

 

 

MEETING DATE/TIME/PLACE:  TBD based on input from the Town Manager and the Town Engineer 
and will be open to the public. 

  
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  No pertinent attachments 
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              Date Prepared:  December 13, 2016 

                          Council Meeting Date: December 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   Honorable Town Council  
        
FROM:  Jill A. Lawler, Council Member 
 
SUBJECT:  Contingency Fund Expenditure Request  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves $1,000 expenditure from the Contingency Fund to 
participate in Commerce RI Lean initiative to make the process of opening a business in 
Narragansett easier.    
 
 
SUMMARY:   
 

The Lean consultant will work with town clerk to identify what it currently takes to open and 
license a business in Narragansett, then work to streamline the process. The end result for 
the program will be a business friendly one page form.  Warwick recently participated in 
this program and cut down from forty forms to one. 
 

 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. RI Commerce Municipal Initiative 

2. RI Commerce Feedback 

3. RI  Municipal License and Permit Fees 2015 
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Municipality Initiative: 

Simplifying the Small Business  

Registration Process 
 

 

Application form 
(Rolling) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Contact: 

Elizabeth M. Tanner, Esq. 

401-278-9195 

Elizabeth.tanner@commerceri.com 

  



 

 
 

Municipality Initiative Application (Round 1) Submission Instructions 

 

 

 

Applications can be submitted in person, email or by mail to the following address: 

Rhode Island Commerce Corporation 

Attn: Client Services/Liz Tanner 

315 Iron Horse Way, Suite 101 

Providence, RI 02908 

 

Questions on the application process may be submitted to Elizabeth.tanner@commerceri.com 

 

 
The Municipality Initiative seeks to eliminate the complex burdens on the smallest of businesses when 
registering with their local municipality. The end goal is to have a single application, a streamlined registration 
process to open a small business in a municipality and a review of your existing licenses and permits.  Please 

note that this does not include businesses that are seeking zoning variances or change of use that would require 

additional permitting or licensing. The initiative offers the following: 
 

1) Lean process coaching, addressing the process of opening a small business 
2) Customer Service training for those employees interacting with businesses 
3) A sample brochure and web page on how to open a business in your municipality 
4) Regulatory reform guidance to further streamline outdated or burdensome regulations, if applicable 
5) Technology suggestions- for those ready to offer online capabilities. Not required to receive the funds. 

 

1. Conditions to Funding 

In order to receive funds toward this initiative, the following guidelines must be met: 
 
a. The initiative must result in the use of a single application, similar, but not identical to the municipalities 
that have completed this initiative.  Each municipality makes its own application. 
b. The resulting process must be simple and efficient from the business owners perspective. At least two 
employees must be versed in the proper filing of the application and the application must be disseminated from 
a central location to applicable departments. 
c. Each municipality must review their existing licenses and permits to make them accurately reflect the 
current needs of the municipality and be supportive of simplified business processes. 
d. The funds received may only be used to pay the invoices of the lean consultant and the customer service 
training. 
 

2. Costs and Invoicing 

The cost of this initiative as proposed is estimated to be approximately $3,000. The Lean consultant cost is 
approximately $2,500 for 12 hours of consultation and Customer Service training is $500, referrals for 
providers will be given.  With the financial support of the Rhode Island Foundation, the RI Commerce 
Corporation will contribute a total of $2,000 to the municipality for this initiative.  The municipality is 
responsible for hiring the Lean consultant and the Customer Service trainer and paying them directly. The 
municipality may choose to utilize the services of the Lean consultant and the Customer Service trainer beyond 
the scope of this initiative at an additional cost to the municipality. 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

3. Applicant Information 

 Municipality Name        

 Mailing Address        

 City        State    Zip      -      

 Business Phone        Website        

 

Primary Contact for Application: 

Full Name        

 Job Title        

 Phone        Email        

Secondary Contact for Application: 

Full Name        

 Job Title        

 Phone        Email        

 

APPLICATION CERTIFICATION FORM 

 

The undersigned is the Mayor/Town Manager/Town Administrator/Council President or equivalent officer of the applicant 

with the authority to bind the municipality for the proposed initiative.  

 

I certify that:  

 

� All statements made in this application in its entirety including all attachments, appendices, etc. are true and 

correct to the best of my knowledge.  

 

� The Applicant, in their representative capacity, agrees to complete the LEAN training within 45 days and 

implement the suggested changes within 6 months of receipt of funds from Rhode Island Commerce 

Corporation. 

 

 

 

Name of Municipality Representative:   ____________________________________________ 

 

 

Title:       ____________________________________________ 

 

 

Signature of Municipality Representative:    ____________________________________________ 

 

 

Date Signed:      ____________________________________________ 

 

 



Municipality Initiative – Early Feedback 

What is the initiative: Customer Service and Lean Process consultants work with a municipality to focus 

on the small business registration and licensing process.  There are 3 main guidelines: a) it must result in 

a single form for application b) the process must be the most efficient it can be and c) there is a review 

of all permits and licenses. 

Cost= $3K: $1K paid by RI Commerce, $1K paid by RI Foundation, $1K paid by municipality 

Municipalities completed: North Smithfield, Pawtucket, Woonsocket, West Warwick, East Providence, 

North Providence, Warwick 

Next up: Bristol, North Kingstown, Portsmouth, Central Falls, South Kingstown 

 

RESULTS: 

Pawtucket: 

1) Opening a restaurant in Pawtucket before and after: 

a. 45+ days = 25 or less 

b. 10 forms = 4 forms 

c. 11 visits to City Hall = Zero (it can all be done online or via email) 

2) Reduced cost of advertising for a business from $500 to $280 

3) Updated computer system to utilize internal electronic approvals across city departments 

4) Consolidated renewal dates so business owners receive minimal renewal notices 

From Mayor Donald R. Grebien: “In addition to developing a simple, standard form for business 

licensing, the city successfully designed a new process that will greatly improve the experience for any 

business coming to Pawtucket and aid in creating an environment that is centered on being business 

friendly.” 

 

North Smithfield: 

• Will now collect licensing fees at time of application and time of renewal to eliminate 

the need for continual follow-up with business to come to clerk’s office to pick up 

license once approved 

• Post this new form on the town website 

• Eliminate $2 business registration fee for licensed businesses 

• Require business registrations only when new – eliminate the need for renewals 

• Eliminate Council Approval for business licenses that do not require advertising/public 

hearing and instead provide monthly listing to Town Council for information only 

From Town Administrator Paulette Hamilton: “I can honestly say that some of my employees who were 

adamant about ‘this is the way we’ve always done it’ were the ones who benefitted the most by seeing 

how improvement can make life easier for everyone!” 



 

West Warwick: 

• Modified business registration process to better collect information for tangible tax 

collection on new businesses 

o Reviewing new collection practices/agencies to improve  

o Reduced business registration fee from $100 to $25 

o Relieved the burden on fire and building inspection to perform inspections on 

registration only businesses 

• Consolidated renewal dates so business owners receive minimal renewal notices 

From Town Manager Fred Presley: “The program was unique in that it involved participation from front 

line staff that, guided by the consultant, reviewed the town’s licensing and registration practices and 

established new processes and procedures from the ground up rather than from the top down.” 

 

Woonsocket: 

• Implement standard business license and registration process into E-Permitting system 

• Update signage at City Hall to make it easier for business owners to find the City Clerk’s 

office 

• Add acceptance of credit cards to the City Clerk’s office so businesses can renew online 

or over the phone 

• Reduced the number of visits required to City Hall by a business owner down to 1 or 

none 

From Mayor Lisa Baldelli-Hunt: “One of the most important initiatives of this administration is 

to create a business-friendly city and the LEAN municipal program has greatly assisted the City 

with this goal.” 

 

East Providence: 

• Collecting email addresses to improve communication with business whenever possible 

and do public relations outreach to new businesses 

• Reduced the amount of time required by City Clerk to process business licenses and 

renewals from 8 hours/week to 1 hour/week 

• Reduced the time to issue a license from 6 weeks to 2-3 weeks 

• Reduced the amount of paper used in City Clerk’s office from 8 reams/month to 1 

ream/month 

From City Manager Richard Kirby: “In the future, we will strive to successfully eliminate several 

unnecessary form, redundant information requests, extra processing steps, and the need for 

the business owner to visit multiple departments within the City.” 



 

 

Warwick: 

• Reduced the number of different license forms from 40 to 1 

• Reduced the Business owner’s required City department visits from 5 to 0 

• Reduced the amount of time required by City Clerk to process business licenses and 

renewals from 12-14 hours/week to 6 hours/week 

• By consolidating license renewals, reduced the number of required fire department 

visits to business and improved ability for Fire and Building to forward plan scheduling 

of inspection 

From Mayor Scott Avedisian: “We applaud and thank Rhode Island Commerce for the 

opportunity to participate in this valuable program.” 

North Providence: 

• Reduced the advertising fee where required from $900 to $300 

• Reduced the registration fee for home businesses from $125 to $25 

• Reduced the amount of interruptions to Tax Collector for unnecessary sign offs from 700 

to 350 saving her significant time 

• Reduced the Business owner’s required Town department visits from 8 to 1 or 0 

• Consolidate license and registration renewal dates so business owners get 1 renewal for 

all licenses instead of multiple renewals throughout the year 
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Date Prepared: November 22, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  James Manni, Town Manager       
  
FROM: Sean P. Corrigan, Chief of Police 
 
SUBJECT: FY 2015 Byrne/Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Award 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council receive and accept a grant from the Rhode Island Justice 
Commission in the amount of $13,795.00 and approve the expenditure of funds. No 
matching funds are required. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The department will utilize the funds for technology upgrades and to purchase new 
computers, laptops and hard drives. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Statement of Subgrant Award 
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Date Prepared: November 25, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   
FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Purchase of Lateral Inspection Camera for Wastewater Division TV 

Inspection System  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves the purchase of one small diameter lateral inspection 
camera system for the Wastewater Division TV Inspection System from Atlantic Machinery, 
Inc., in the amount of $14,936.10. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
One of our most important first-line pieces of equipment within the Wastewater Division is 
our TV Inspection System trailer. This system allows us to televise the interior of active 
sanitary sewers for Wastewater (and storm drains for the Department of Public Works). We 
use this on a regular basis to determine the condition of our lines, and on an emergency 
basis to determine the source of leaks, breaks, and blockages. We also use it to assist 
residents who have blockages in their building laterals by examining the main\lateral 
connection.  
 
Our current system was purchased and put into service in 1997, partially upgraded in 2007, 
and then upgraded again in 2016 with the replacement of the main camera and software. 
This next phase is for the purchase of a small diameter lateral camera (and digital locator 
receiver) that will allow us to inspect small diameter pipes and house laterals where we 
suspect a problem with Inflow and Infiltration (I\I) – extraneous ground or surface water that 
enters the system. 
 
By Ordinance, individual property laterals are owned and operated by the property owner. 
However, the State (RIDEM) has directed us to develop a lateral inspection program for 
those areas of town that experience significant I\I. When we priced out bringing in a private 
contractor to televise laterals, that price for that investigatory work would easily eclipse the 
cost of purchasing a lateral camera, and, by purchasing it, we will then own the equipment 
for future small diameter sewer inspection work. We did include a capital equipment 
replacement item for camera upgrades within our budget for the current fiscal year (FY 
2015-16), which was subsequently approved and adopted by the Town Council. 
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Atlantic Machinery, Inc. has a National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) contract for the 
system that we specified, meaning that it has already gone through a national competitive 
procurement process.  The Town can utilize the National Joint Powers Alliance Contract to 
take advantage of the purchasing power associated with a large nationwide procurement.   
 
Funding is available in the Wastewater Enterprise Fund Capital Projects Account  
#0032 50608, Vehicles. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Quote dated October 16, 2016 from Atlantic Machinery Inc. (NJPA Contract # 

022014-AMI). 
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Date Prepared:  December 7, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
  
FROM:  Michael DiCicco, Director of Public Works 

Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer 
 

PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Town Hall Roof Replacement and Front Entrance Improvements – 

Final Design and Services During Construction Contract 
Amendment 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves a contract amendment for Final Design and  Services 
During Construction for the Town Hall Roof Replacement and Front Entrance 
Improvements Project to Robinson Green Baretta (RGB), in an amount not to exceed 
$20,000.00. 
 
SUMMARY:   

 
In September 2015 (through a competitive bidding process), the Town Council awarded the 
bid for architectural\engineering services to Robinson Green Beretta (RGB) to develop a 
plan for building envelope and major mechanical systems improvements for Town Hall. 
Based on the Request for Proposals that we had issued, the scope of work included a 
review of the building exterior (roof, doors, windows, brick work, window lintels, brick 
walkways, etc.) and the interior mechanical systems (heating, window air conditioning, 
etc.). We also tasked them with evaluating a potential fire suppression (sprinkler) system.  
 
In February 2016, RGB presented us with the draft conditions and priorities report 
(attached to the Town Manager Transition Plan that the Manager and Council received in 
August 2016). The first level priority projects included roof replacement, new front stairs, 
and new walkways to replace the non-ADA compliant brick. There are issues with the brick 
work and window lintels as well, and the windows themselves are wood frame (from the 
late 1970’s) – the availability of funding will ultimately shape the priority list.  
 
For the current fiscal year (FY 2016-17), $150,000 was budgeted for Town Hall 
improvements. There is roughly $106,000 available in “carry-forward” monies from the prior 
year, thus we have about $256,000 available before this contract amendment.  
 
Town Hall Roof – The scope of work for this project includes stripping the existing roof 
down to the wood sheathing, and installing new ice and water shield material at the edges, 
new flashing, replacing all of the sky lights, new long life architectural (asphalt) shingles, 
and new gutters and downspouts. We anticipate the replacement of some sheathing, 
based on the leaks over the last several years. 
 



  

Town Hall Roof Replacement and Front Entrance Improvements – Final Design and Services 
During Construction Contract Amendment 
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Entrance Stairs \ Walkways – Both sets of front entrance stairs need to be reconstructed. 
The concrete steps and underlying metal pans have eroded to the point of being unsafe. In 
addition, the brick walkways in the front of the building, while certainly adding to the 
character of the building, are not ADA compliance, as they do not offer a smooth surface 
for wheelchairs, walkers, and people who use canes. Finally, the asphalt apron on the 
north side of the building is pulling away from the foundation, allowing water penetration 
into the lower level. Temporary measures have been taken to caulk this area. The scope of 
work for this project will include the design of new walkways (ADA compliant pavers or 
stamped concrete), new concrete filled steel pan steps at both the Engineering and Main 
entrances, and new ADA compliant handrails. 
 
It appears that the two (2) “first priority” projects will use all of the available funding for FY 
2016-17. Future work, including exterior brick and lintel work, replacement windows, and 
mechanical systems will be programmed into future capital improvement program 
submittals.  
 
We will work with RGB to develop the “front-end” and technical specifications necessary to 
put both of these projects out to bid. Given the different nature of roof replacement work 
and ground-level masonry work, we believe that it makes sense to bid these out separately. 
 
RGB’s proposal represents a reasonable value for the scope of work, based on our internal 
estimates of the construction value. As they performed the initial building evaluation and 
conceptual design (following a competitive procurement process), we believe it is 
appropriate to continue with this firm for the final design and then (pending a construction 
award), the construction administration elements. Construction administration includes the 
review of contractor payment requests, plan and specification interpretation, change order 
evaluation, and limited on-site inspection (to supplement the technical skills that we have 
in-house between DPW and Engineering). 
 
Funding is available in the Public Works Capital Projects Account #00200710 57520, Town 
Hall Renovations. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

  
1. Professional Services Proposal from RGB, dated November 29, 2016.  
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                                                                                                   Date Prepared: December 8, 2016 

                                                                                       Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:               James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         
FROM:          Anne M. Irons, CMC -Town Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Historic District Commission 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
That the Town Council President appoint an individual to the Historic District 
Commission as an alternate member with a one year term to expire on January 1, 2018. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Historic District Commission has an alternate member seat available for 
appointment.  There is currently one application on file from Judith L. Anderson.  The 
following indicates the original board appointment date and expiration date of the 
current members.  
 

Name                                   Appointed                         Expiration Date 
  

 Vacant, Alternate   5/4/2015   1/1/2016 
 
According to RIGL 45-24.1, eq. seq. and the town’s zoning ordinance, Section 5.4 
Historic District Commission the members shall be appointed by the Town Council 
President. 
 
Attached are the Town Council Rules for Commission, Committee and Board 
Appointments.  According to the Council rules, no person shall be appointed to serve 
concurrently on more than one commission, committee or board created by the Town 
Council, with the exception of ad hoc commissions, committees or boards, or dual 
appointments required by charter, ordinance or resolution. 
 
Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file are given appropriate 
consideration before a person is appointed to a second board or committee and the 
appointment will not violate the town charter.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Council Rules for Commission, Committee and Board Appointments 



 
TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
Town Hall • 25 Fifth Avenue • Narragansett, RI 02882 
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 TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
 
 RULES FOR COMMISSION, COMMITTEE AND BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
I.  SELECTION PROCESS OF MEMBERS 
 
1. As authorized by the Town Council, the Town Clerk shall advertise once a year in 

a local newspaper, the commissions, committees, and boards that will have 
upcoming appointments. When a vacancy occurs it will be placed on the Town’s 
website. 

 
2. Upon receipt of an application, the Town Clerk shall date stamp it and retain the 

original.    
 
3. The application shall remain on file for a period of two (2) years from the date 

received.  The Town Clerk will contact applicant after the two year period to seek 
availability and interest.  The Town Clerk will forward all applications on file for 
an open board when a vacancy becomes available on that particular committee, 
commission or board to the Town Council and to the Town Manager. 

 
4. All new vacancies on the Planning or Zoning Boards will require that the Town 

Council interview those candidates.     
 
5. The Town Council motion to appoint a candidate to a particular committee, 

commission or board, shall have the names of each applicant candidate listed on 
the summary.   

 
6. A written staff recommendation may be submitted to the council through the 

Town Manager.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
7.         All applications received shall be available for public review to the extent under 

law, in the office of the Town Clerk.   
 
8. The mission for each board, commission or committee shall be available in the 

office of the Town Clerk and on the town’s website. 
 
II. REQUIREMENT FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 
1. Applications for the various commissions, committees and boards shall be 

available in the Town Clerk’s Office or on the Town’s website. 
 
2. Applications shall be completed and submitted to the Town Clerk no later than the 

advertised filing date also unless otherwise approved by the unanimous consent of 
the council only applications received before the scheduled appointment date shall 
be considered for appointment. 

 
3. The Town Clerk shall notify individuals whose terms are about to expire by letter, 

to determine if that individual wishes to be considered for reappointment.  
Members are reappointed at the discretion of the Town Council. 

 
4. Individuals wishing to be considered for reappointment shall notify the Town 

Clerk prior to the expiration of the date in the letter sent to them.  
 
5. The chairperson of each commission, committee or board shall submit an Annual 

Report including an attendance record, to the Town Clerk, for those individuals 
wishing to be considered for reappointment. 

 
6. No person shall be appointed to serve concurrently on more than one commission, 

committee, or board created by the Town Council, with the exception of AdHoc 
commissions, committees or boards, or dual appointments required by Charter, 
Ordinance or Resolution.  Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file  
are given appropriate consideration before a person is appointed to a second board 
or committee and the appointment will not violate the town charter. 

 
7. Any appointee who is absent without cause for three (3) consecutive meetings may 

be subject to removal by the Town Council. 
 
8. When any member of a commission, committee or board is absent for (3) 

consecutive meetings, the Chairperson shall notify the Town Clerk, who shall in 
turn notify the Town Council for direction.  Should the Chairperson recognize any 
other attendance deficiencies, the Town Clerk shall be notified, who shall in turn 
notify the Town Council for direction. 



 
9. The applicant shall comply with all State Laws and Regulations, as well as Ethics 

Commission requirements for appointees. 
 
III. APPOINTMENT REVIEW PROCESS 
 
1. The Town Council shall review each application and may invite specific 

candidates to an interview with the Council prior to a regularly scheduled meeting 
or work session.  Candidates interviewed by the Town Council will be sent a letter 
of appreciation by the Town Clerk. 

 
2. When making a nomination, the Council member making the recommendation 

will verbally outline reasons for the nomination.  
 
 
Adopted February 1, 2010 
Amended 11-15-10 
Amended 11-18-13 
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Date Prepared: December 14, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  December 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Honorable Town Council 
         
FROM: Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President 
 
SUBJECT: Work Session – Agenda Preparation and Procedures 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council schedules a Work Session to discuss agenda setting, 
procedures and visions for 2017-2018 to January 9, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
A short work session will be held on an off Monday night to discuss the procedures for  
agenda setting, procedures, goals and visions of the council. 

 

 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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