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NARRAGANSETT
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AGENDA

October 24, 2016

6:30 p.m.
Posted10-21-16

______________________________________
 

CALL TO ORDER:

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

 

·         August 15, 2016 Work Session Meeting

·         August 15, 2016 Regular Meeting

 

NEW BUSINESS:

 

1.   A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance Relating to Comprehensive Planning for the Town of Narragansett.

 

2.   A MOTION to AUTHORIZE the Town Manager to expend funds out of The Earle Court Water Tower special Revenue

account in the amount of $4,500 as a first payment to Daniel R. Barry & Associations for fundraising.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Note: Documentation (if any) for items listed on this Agenda is available for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the meeting, at any time during regular business hours at Town
Clerk’s Office, 25 Fifth Avenue, Narragansett, RI  02882.  Interpreters for the hearing impaired can be made available at any meeting provided a request is received a minimum of three (3)
business days prior to said meeting.
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TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT              CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared:      October 21, 2016 

                                        Council Meeting Date:  October 24, 2016  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM:   Anne M. Irons, CMC Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT:  Approval of Town Council Minutes  

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
 
That the Town Council approves the minutes from the following meetings. 
 

 

• August 15, 2016 Work Session Meeting 

• August 15, 2016 Regular Meeting 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
Attached are minutes as in accordance to state law. Executive Session minutes are 
sealed. 
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NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL

WORK SESSION MEETING

AUGUST 15
 

 At a Work Session Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narraganset

on Monday, August 15, 2016 at 6:18

           Present:   Matthew M. Mannix

                                              Susan Cicilline

      Patrick W. Murray

      Raymond A. Ranaldi,

      Christopher Wilkens

      James M. Manni

            Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the

purpose of interviewing candidates for a vacancy on the Planning Board.

The following individuals were interviewed by the town counci

Donald S. Leighton, resident gave a brief description of his background.

Joseph Lembo, property owner gave a brief description of his background.

Stephen Glazer, member of the Planning 

filling the vacant position. 

The work session meeting adjourns at 7:00

ATTEST:    

     

                                                                

Anne M. Irons, CMC                        

Council Clerk                                            Council Clerk

Town Council Work Session Meeting 

NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 

WORK SESSION MEETING 

AUGUST 15, 2016 MINUTES 

At a Work Session Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narraganset

at 6:18 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

Matthew M. Mannix, President 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem

Patrick W. Murray, Member   

Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

Christopher Wilkens, Member, Absent 

James M. Manni Town Manager 

, President calls the work session meeting to 

purpose of interviewing candidates for a vacancy on the Planning Board. 

The following individuals were interviewed by the town council for the Planning Bo

, resident gave a brief description of his background. 

Joseph Lembo, property owner gave a brief description of his background.

Stephen Glazer, member of the Planning Board addressed the council on the need of 

meeting adjourns at 7:00 p.m. 

            MINUTES ACCEPTED AS 

            PRESENTED/AMENDED 

                                                                                                                                              

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                Anne M. Irons, CMC                                             

Council Clerk                                            Council Clerk 

At a Work Session Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held 

 

Buonanno, President Pro Tem  

   

meeting to order for the 

l for the Planning Board: 

Joseph Lembo, property owner gave a brief description of his background. 

the council on the need of 

                                                                     

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

AUGUST 15, 2016 MINUTES 

 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, August 15, 2016 at 7:30 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present: Matthew M. Mannix, President,  

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      James M. Manni, Town Manager 

      Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

            

Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the meeting to order and leads those in attendance in 

Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

A MOMENT OF SILENCE: 

A moment of silence was held for John Hickey who was a former council member and 

state legislator and Sandra Panzieri who served on the Historic District Committee who 

recently passed away. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES           

The March 21, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes were held over by President Mannix. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

James Manni, Town Manager gave a brief summary of the recent concert that was held at 

a private home on the town beach.  He noted all permits were pulled from the Building 

office and there were adequate police and fire details.  He noted that the attendance was 

estimated at 12,000 people in attendance. 

OPEN FORUM: 

Open Forum is now held and the following individuals address the Council, viz: 

John Miller commented on his concerns of property at 20 Rockland Road who have 

placed gravel where the front lawn existed and now park vehicles in that area; 

Richard Van Germeersch commented on the town council race and believed a debate 

should be held for the non-incumbent candidates for equity.  He said it requires a lot of 

effort to put your name forth for a candidate.  He said he has spoken with the town 

manager’s assistance to get the candidates together for a debate; 

Stanley Wojciechowski spoke on student rentals and quality of life issues and the baby 

boomers are the problems as they are driving up the prices by buying all the houses and 

families cannot afford to live in town; Matthew Turco, representing the Narragansett 

Chamber of Commerce commented that he was getting a push back from some vendors 

due to the fact that a permit was needed.  He asked the council to review; 

Catherin Celeberto requested the Town Council revisit the fees for permits and licenses 

as the current fees have no rhyme or reason or equity and the council should review;  
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PUBLIC HEARING: 

A MOTION to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on an ordinance to adopt a 

 temporary tax credit to be applied to certain properties that receive Historic  

District Commission approval for exterior repairs, renovations and additions. 

Since the establishment of the Narragansett Historic District Commission there has been  

an interest in identifying ways in which the Town can encourage the preservation and  

proper maintenance of the historic structures located in the Town’s five locally regulated  

Historic Districts.  One way to enhance the situation for owners of older homes is to  

provide a temporary tax break when they remodel or repair the exterior of their homes.   

The reason for this is that the cost of sympathetic repair to historic houses is  

somewhat higher than more recently built homes, due mostly to the time it takes to  

delicately remove deteriorated sections of wall, trim or roofing and to splice, piece- 

in or repair those components.    

The Historic District Commission, in concert with the staff, has researched the State  

Law which enables such action, (RIGL 44-4.1), and drafted an ordinance they  

believe is both helpful to these homeowners and reasonable to the Town and its  

other taxpayers. The maximum tax credit would be capped at $2,000 per year or a  

total of $10,000 for the maximum five years of relief for a project exceeding $50,000  

in construction cost. At the end of the tax credit period, the full tax obligation as  

required per the updated value and assessment would then be perpetually assigned. 

A copy of the draft was previously sent to Council members which was addressed in a  
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workshop on March 28th and a follow-up presentation at the Town Council’s regular  

meeting on June 20th.  Staff suggests a public hearing date of September 6, 2016. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

SCHEDULE the PUBLIC HEARING to adopt a temporary tax credit to be applied to 

certain properties that receive Historic District Commission approval for exterior repairs, 

renovations and additions to October 3, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The consent agenda is voted on with one motion. 

1. A MOTION to REFER a request from Peter Barlow for a waiver of 

the Sewer Policy for Plat N-R, Lots 672 & 673, 11 Cross Road to the 

Sewer Policy Committee for review. 

REFERRED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

2. A MOTION to APPROVE the list of Real Estate abatements in the 

amount of $930.24 and the list of Motor Vehicle abatements in the 

amount of $151.23. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0)  
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

3. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Narragansett Pier 

Middle School for their annual Mariner March to be held on Tuesday 

June 6, 2017 from 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm subject to approval of state and 

local regulations.  

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

4. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from St. Thomas More Parish 

for their 10th Annual Parish Festival at Veteran’s Memorial Park on 

Saturday June 17, 2017 from 4:00 pm  to 10:00 pm. subject to state and 

local regulations 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

5. A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a 

One Day Peddler License for September 17 and 18, 2016 to Valarie 

Westnedge d/b/a Softouch, Inc. of Wakefield Rhode Island, subject to 

local and state regulations.  

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

6. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase and installation of a certified 

electronic spreader control in Highway Division Truck 14 from Coastal 

International, utilizing the Greater Boston Police Council Contract, in 

the amount of $5,400.00. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

7. A MOTION to APPROVE the cost of fingerprints processed through 

the Department of Attorney General (State of Rhode Island), in the 

amount of $35.00 each for FY2016/2017. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

8. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of ammunition for the Police 

Department from AAA Police Supply, in the amount of $6,036.00.  

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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9. A MOTION to APPROVE the renewal of the phone system hardware 

support and maintenance agreement with Carousel Industries, Inc., in 

the amount of $7,281.55 for Fiscal Year 2016/2017. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

10. A MOTION to APPROVE the replacement of the air handler with 

electric heat at the North Beach Clubhouse, to be completed by JMB 

Mechanical, Inc., in the amount of $7,420.00. 

 APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

11. A MOTION to AWARD the bid for Security System Maintenance & 

Improvement Services to Galaxy Integrated Technologies, Inc. at their 

quoted hourly rates and designated mark-ups for a one-year period. 

 AWARDED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

OLD BUSINESS: 

None 
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NEW BUSINES:  

12. A MOTION to ACCEPT the RECOMMENDATION of the 

Superintendent and the Director of Finance and Administration to 

ADOPT the Resolution for the Leasing of School Buses from Signature 

Public Financing Corp. in the amount of $410,450.00, with total 

payments over the lease term of five years to equal $423,090.38. 

The Narragansett School Department has requested to lease-purchase five school buses.  

The lease will be in the form of a Tax-Exempt Master Equipment Lease-Purchase 

Agreement whereby the Narragansett School System will own the buses at the end of the  

lease term of five years.  The buses will be purchased from Dattco Sales & Service 

through the National Joint Power Alliance collaborative agreement. The specific contract 

award number is 102115-DAT. The cost to purchase the buses is $82,090.00 each for a 

total cost of $410,450.00.  The Narragansett School System solicited proposals for 

financing the lease-purchase from the following financial institutions:  

Santander Bank, N.A,                                           2.38% 

Signature Public Funding Corp.                           1.54% 

U.S. Bank Business Equipment Financing           1.625% 

Wells Fargo                                                           2.41% 

The Narragansett School Committee has awarded the tax-exempt lease purchase 

financing agreement to Signature Public Financing Corp.  at a rate of 1.54% for the 

acquisition of the buses.  The lease documents were reviewed by David Ferrara, Bond  
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Counsel, and approved. He has also prepared the resolution to be approved by the Town 

Council. Finance Director Laura Kenyon from the Town and Finance Director Karen 

Hagan from the School Department have reviewed the proposed lease-purchase and 

recommend approval.  The Narragansett School Committee requests the Town Council 

approve the resolution enabling the lease-purchase of five school buses. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to ACCEPT the RECOMMENDATION and ADOPT the 

RECOMMENDATION of the Superintendent and the Director of Finance and 

Administration to ADOPT the Resolution for the Leasing of School Buses from 

Signature Public Financing Corp. in the amount of $410,450.00, with total payments over 

the lease term of five years to equal $423,090.38. 

Katherine Sipala, Superintendent of schools addressed the council explaining that the 

item came about due to discussions at budget work session with the town council.  She 

noted that the project is out of the capital and will be in a lease to purchase to own the 

five buses.  She noted that it was an involved process with the paperwork and with Laura 

Kenyon, Finance Director and the David Ferrar, Bond Counsel.  

Raymond Ranaldi requested a brief description of the warranty from Dattco Sales & 

Service. 

Katherine Sipala said she would forward to the council in writing when she received it, 

however, she noted that there was a provider in the state that supports the Dattco  
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warranty and if there was a serious issue Dattco would pick up the bus.  She noted that 

the public works department would be taking care of the day to day maintenance. 

Resident Stanley Wojciechowski spoke. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye  

 

AUTHORIZING THE INCURRING OF LEASE OBLIGATIONS IN ANY AMOUNT NOT TO 

EXCEED $410,450.00 TO BE EVIDENCED BY THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A 

MASTER EQUIPMENT LEASE-PURCHASE AGREEMENT, AN ESCROW AGREEMENT AND 

AN EQUIPMENT SCHEDULE WITH RESPECT TO THE ACQUISITION, PURCHASE, 

FINANCING, AND LEASING OF CERTAIN EQUIPMENT FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT; 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF DOCUMENTS REQUIRED IN 

CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND AUTHORIZING THE TAKING OF ALL OTHER ACTIONS 

NECESSARY TO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE TRANSACTIONS CONTEMPLATED BY 

THIS RESOLUTION. 

 RESOLUTION NO. 2016-15 

WHEREAS, the Town of Narragansett (the “Lessee”), a body politic and corporate duly organized and existing as a 
political subdivision of the State of Rhode Island, is authorized by the laws of the State of Rhode Island to purchase, acquire, and 
lease personal property for the benefit of the Lessee and those it provides services to and to enter into contracts with respect 
thereto; 

WHEREAS, the Narragansett School Department desires to acquire/lease under a tax-exempt lease purchase financing 
of five (5) 77 passenger school buses under a master price proposal from Dattco, Inc., dated May 23, 2016 as amended July 8, 
2016 at the cost of $82,090.00 each; 

WHEREAS, the Narragansett School Department has solicited proposals from prospective lessors and has 
recommended Signature Public Funding Corp. (“Lessor”)] to provide such lease financing at the approximate rate of 1.54%; 

WHEREAS, all lease payments shall be the obligation of the School Department under its annual appropriation(s); 

WHEREAS, the Town’s approval of such lease is necessary to confer tax-exempt status on such financing; 

WHEREAS, the School Committee has requested the Town Council to approve the Town entering into a lease 
purchase agreement (the “Lease”) in the form attached hereto, with such changes as may be acceptable or required by the Town 
Solicitor.  

WHEREAS, the Lessee desires to purchase, acquire and lease certain equipment constituting personal property necessary 
for the Lessee to perform essential governmental functions; including without limitation said Five (5) 77 Passenger New 2017 

Navistar School Buses purchased from DATTCO Sales & Service and all other equipment Lessee or its Designated Officers 
may deem necessary and/or desirable (the “Equipment”) in an amount not more than $410,450.00, and the Lessee hereby finds 
and determines that the realistic estimated useful life of the Equipment is at least 5 years. 

WHEREAS, in order to acquire such Equipment, the Lessee proposes to enter into a Master Equipment Lease Purchase 
Agreement to be dated on or about August 15, 2016 (together with the Equipment Schedule to be dated as of on or about August  
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15, 2016 and all related exhibits, schedules, and certificates attached thereto, the “Lease Agreement”) with Signature Public 
Funding Corp. (the “Lessor”) and one Escrow Agreement (together the Disbursement Request Form and Acceptance Certificate, 
the “Escrow Agreement”, and together with the Lease Agreement, the “Transaction Documents”) with the Lessor and Signature 
Bank, as escrow agent, the forms of which have been presented to the Town Council of the Lessee at this meeting; 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Lessee deems it for the benefit of the Lessee and for the efficient and effective 
administration thereof to enter into the Transaction Documents for the purchase, acquisition, and leasing of the Equipment to be 
therein described on the terms and conditions therein provided; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ENACTED by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

Section 1.  Approval of Documents.  The Town Council of the Lessee hereby approves the form, terms and provisions 

of the Transaction Documents in substantially the forms presented to this meeting and authorizes and directs James M. Manni, 
the Town Manager, of the Town of Narragansett and such other persons as he may delegate including , Karen M. Hagan, Director 
of Finance & Administration and Purchasing Agent for the Narragansett School System(the “Designated Officers”), and each of 
them individually, for and in the name of and on behalf of the Lessee, to execute, attested, seal,  and deliver the Transaction 
Documents, and any related Certificate, Exhibits, or other documents attached thereto substantially in such forms as presented 
herewith, together with such changes, modification, negotiations, insertions, revisions, corrections, or amendments as shall be 
approved by the officer executing them.  The execution of the foregoing by a Designated Officer shall constitute conclusive 
evidence of such officer’s and the Town Council’s approval of any such changes, insertions, revisions, corrections, negotiations, 
or amendments to the respective forms of agreements presented to this meeting. 

 Section 2.  Other Actions Authorized.  The officers and employees of the Lessee shall take all action necessary or 
reasonably required by the parties to the Transaction Documents to carry out, give effect to, and consummate the transactions 
contemplated thereby (including the execution and delivery of Certificates of Acceptance and Disbursement/Payment Requests, 
Notice and Acknowledgements of Assignments, and any tax certificate and agreement, each with respect to and as contemplated 
in the Agreement and/or Escrow Agreement) and to take all action necessary in conformity therewith, including, without 
limitation, the execution and delivery of any closing and other documents required to be delivered in connection with the 
Transaction Documents.  The Designated Officers and all other officers and employees of the Lessee are hereby directed and 
authorized to take and shall take all action necessary or reasonably required in order to select, purchase, and take delivery of the 
Equipment. All actions heretofore taken by officers, employees, and agents of the Lessee that are in conformity with the purposes 
and intent of this resolution are hereby approved, confirmed, and ratified. 

 Section 3.  No General Liability.  Nothing contained in this Resolution , the Transaction Documents, nor any other 
instrument shall be construed with respect to the Lessee as incurring a pecuniary liability or charge upon the general credit of the 
Lessee or against its taxing power, nor shall the breach of any agreement contained in this Resolution , the Transaction 
Documents, or any other instrument or document executed in connection therewith impose any pecuniary liability upon the 
Lessee or any charge upon its general credit or against its taxing power, payable from the general and current revenues of the 
Lessee/except to the extent that the rental payments payable under the Transaction Documents are special limited obligations of 
the Lessee as provided therein. 

 Section 4.  Appointment of Authorized Lessee Representatives.  The Designated Officers are each hereby designated to 
act as authorized representatives of the Lessee for purposes of the Transaction Documents until such time as the Town Council of 
the Lessee shall designate any other or different authorized representative for purposes of the Transaction Documents. 

 Section 5.  Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this Resolution shall for any reason be held to 
be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or unenforceability of such section, paragraph, clause, or provision shall not affect any 
of the remaining provisions of this Resolution. 

 Section 6.  Repealer.  All resolutions or parts thereof, inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed to the extent only of 
such inconsistency.  This Resolution shall not be construed as reviving any bylaw, order, resolution, or ordinance or part thereof. 

 Section 7.  Qualified Tax Exempt Obligations.  The Lessee, and its Town Council, designate its obligations under the 
Lease Agreements as “qualified tax exempt obligations” as defined in and for the purposes of Section 265(b)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. 
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Section 8.   Effective Date.  This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon its approval and adoption. 

The foregoing Resolution was duly passed and adopted at a meeting of the Town Council (the “Governing Body”) of Town of 
Narragansett, held on August 15, 2016, by the following vote: 

AYES: 5 

NOES:  0 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 
                     S/Matthew M. Mannix  
      Presiding Officer 
ATTEST: 
 
S/Anne M. Irons, CMC, Town Clerk 

Examined By: 
Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 
 
 
 

13. A MOTION to CONSIDER the amendments to the Easement and 

Maintenance Agreement with OC Realty, LLC and the Town of 

Narragansett for a portion of town property designated as Lot 329 on 

Tax Assessor’s Plat P on Point Judith Road.  

In May 2015 the Town Council granted an easement across Town land from Point Judith 

Road to 360 South Pier Rd., the former Ocean Club roller rink.  Among the 

considerations for the agreement is a restriction that that the property may only be 

developed for permitted uses.   

OC Realty LLC, signatory to the easement, now desires to repurpose the rink building by 

developing it into a 5 unit retail building on the site.  Because such a use is not authorized 

per se in this zone as the project requires a special use permit, OC Realty desires to 

modify this restriction and ratify the project. 
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In addition to the foregoing request, the Town has received a letter from Narragansett 

Commons, LLC asserting that it is a contractual party to the proposed development and 

requesting to be relieved of several material conditions of the agreement. These include 

reducing the scope and duration of the grantee’s obligation to maintain the roadway and 

traffic devices and specifically any snow plowing on the easement.  It should be noted 

these conditions represent consideration to the Town for the Easement, which was 

granted without monetary compensation.  OC Realty, LLC acknowledges an agreement 

exists with Narragansett Commons, LLC regarding the property, but does not join in their 

request.  

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

CONSIDER the amendments to the Easement and Maintenance Agreement with OC 

Realty, LLC and the Town of Narragansett for a portion of town property designated as 

Lot 329 on Tax Assessor’s Plat P on Point Judith Road.  

 

John Kenyon, Attorney for OC Realty LLC addresses the council and summarizes the 

project to date on the easement with OC Realty across town property that was approved 

in May. He noted that his client has been meeting RIDOT to obtain the physical alteration 

permits to change the intersection. He introduced Robert Clinton from VHB.  He 

explained they made with RIDOT and they have said the project was beneficial to the  
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traffic conditions on Point Judith Road. He said they received comments from them and 

his firm has responded and RIDOT is in the final stages and it is expected to receive the 

approval within a few weeks. 

John Kenyon commented that one of the conditions in the easement was that only uses 

that were permitted in the BB Zoning District would be allowed.  He said at the time of 

the approval of the easement his client had expected one large end user for the property. 

Mr. Kenyon explained that now his client has received interest to have the 20,000 square 

foot building divide into five 4,000 square foot retail users.  He said they would all be 

under the permitted uses under the zoning ordinances; however the use is now would be a 

shopping center requires a special use permit which is pending before the zoning board. 

He also advised they have received an insignificant alteration permit from DEM.  He said 

the Town Solicitor believed it was prudent to go before the council to amend the 

easement and maintenance agreement to allow a shopping center and that was why they 

were there.  He said sent the proposed language was submitted the council received a 

letter from a potential buyer, Narragansett Commons LLC asking for further 

amendments.  He explained that his client was the only one that had contract on the 

property and his client was not asking for the additional amendments. He said his client 

or the property owner have not authorized any of the requested additional amendments. 

Mr. Kenyon said that the only changes his client wants is to allow a shopping center. 

He further stated Narragansett Commons LLC had an agreement with his client, however 
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they do not have an agreement with the property owner.  He said if all approvals are 

obtained they are potential buyers for the property and there was a potential the easement 

would be assigned to them. 

Raymond Ranaldi moved, Christopher Wilkens seconded and it is unanimously so voted 

to forward the request to the Planning Board for review. 

Mr. Kenyon commented that they would before the planning board anyway and requested 

that both matters could be on the same planning board agenda. 

 

Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor noted that the language of the easement goes with 

the land and the obligations and privileges go with that property. 

Raymond Ranaldi asked if the traffic study had any information on the difference in 

traffic for a market or 4 retail stores. 

It was noted that specialty retail stores have less traffic than a box store. 

Resident Richard VanGermeersch spoke. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye  

 

14. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of one 11’ Monroe ½ Express 

Snow Plow from Donovan Equipment Co., Inc., utilizing the National 

Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) contract, in the amount of $10,990.00.  

15.  
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This plow would be replacing a 2005 Root Plow that is currently on Highway Truck 8.  

The Root Plow has been in service since 2005 and served its purpose well, but due to the 

constant wear and tear that a snow plow endures, it is in need of replacement. It is 

difficult finding replacement parts for this plow as they are not used much in the 

Northeast anymore and vendors are scarce.  The current plow uses a full trip blade system 

which puts a lot of stress on the plow and the truck. The new plow system has a torsion 

trip edge which is more forgiving to the plow and the truck. Truck 8 is 2005 Sterling 

8500, and is not scheduled for replacement until 2019/2020 budget. At that time, this new 

plow would transfer to the new truck. The Public Works Department is currently 

transitioning our plow inventory for large trucks to the Monroe system. The Town will be 

purchasing this plow pursuant to the National Joint Powers Alliance cooperative 

procurement contract #080114-MTE to take advantage of the purchasing power available 

with a national procurement contract.  The plow will be purchased and delivered from 

Donovan Equipment Co., Inc. at the contract price of $10,990. 

Funding is available in the Public Works, Highway Division, Capital Projects Account 

#00200730 57071, Equipment Replacement. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

APPROVE  the purchase of one 11’ Monroe ½ Express Snow Plow from Donovan 

Equipment Co., Inc., utilizing the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) contract, in the 

amount of $10,990.00.  
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

16. A MOTION to APPROVE the Change Order Request for the purchase 

of one (1) replacement PowerEdge R730xd Server from Zones, Inc. in 

the amount of $11,791.91, utilizing the National Joint Powers Alliance 

(NJPA) contract.   

On August 1, 2016 Town Council approved the purchase of server replacement from Dell 

Marketing, LP in the amount of $12,219.48, utilizing the State of Rhode Island Master 

Price Agreement.  Since that time, the Purchasing Manager has found a national contract 

that the Town may utilize with more aggressive pricing.  The purchase is still for a Dell 

PowerEdge R730xd server but due to the national contract (NJPA) with Zones, Inc., the  

Town can realize a savings of $427.57 by purchasing it through them.  The Town will be 

purchasing this server pursuant to the National Joint Powers Alliance cooperative 

procurement contract with Zones, Inc. to take advantage of the purchasing power 

available with a national procurement contract.  Funding is available in the Information 

Resources Capitol Projects Account #00200130 57070, Server Replacement Program.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

APPROVE the Change Order Request for the purchase of one (1) replacement 

PowerEdge R730xd Server from Zones, Inc. in the amount of $11,791.91, utilizing the 

National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) contract.   
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Raymond Ranaldi thanked Susan Gallagher, Purchasing Agent for saving the town a 

“chunk of cash”. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

17. A MOTION to  AWARD the bid for Road Striping Services to Safety 

Marking, Inc. at their quoted unit prices for the Fiscal Years of 

2016/2017 and  2017/2018. 

The Town of Narragansett participates in a regional road striping procurement contract 

with Charlestown, North Kingstown, South Kingstown and Westerly which is managed 

by the Town of South Kingstown. Participation in this regional procurement effort 

provides the opportunity for obtaining very competitive pricing for this essential service.  

The Narragansett Department of Public Works utilizes this contract each year to complete 

all of the roadway centerline and edge line painting. South Kingstown solicited the bids  

and three vendors responded for the July 8, 2016 bid opening (see attached spreadsheet).  

Safety Marking, Inc. has been awarded the bid from the Town of South Kingstown at 

their July 25, 2016 meeting.  Narragansett’s share of the cost is approximately 

$12,000.00 per application.  The Town applies one to two applications per year. 

Funding is available in the Highway Division Operating Account #0001730 50509, 

Roadway Maintenance and Repair. 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

AWARD the bid for Road Striping Services to Safety Marking, Inc. at their quoted unit 

prices for the Fiscal Years of 2016/2017 and  2017/2018. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

  

18. A MOTION to APPROVE the annual contract for technical support 

for the Police Department’s computer software system with Tritech 

Software Systems, in the amount of $15,958.75. 

This contract renewal includes the licensing fee, software support and updates for the 

main software utilized by the Police Department. The department began using this 

software in 2001. The majority of the police agencies in the State of Rhode Island also 

use Tritech Software Systems (formerly Information Management Corp or IMC) software 

package for their daily operations. The contract period is: October 1, 2016 – 

September 30, 2017. Tritech/IMC is the manufacturer of this software.  In accordance 

with the Town of Narragansett Code of Ordinances, Section 70-326 and Rhode Island 

General Laws, Chapter 55, Section 45-55-8, the Purchasing Manager, has determined this 

to be a sole source item.  Funding is available in the Police Administration Operating 

Account #0001511 50202, Contracted Services.    
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

APPROVE the annual contract for technical support for the Police Department’s 

computer software system with Tritech Software Systems, in the amount of $15,958.75. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

19. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of three (3) new Ford Utility 

PI AWD police cruisers from MHQ Municipal Vehicles, in the amount 

of $83,954.30 and the removal, transfer and installation of radios, 

sirens, lights and accessories to outfit the 3 vehicles from Patrol Data, 

in the amount of $23,330.83 (for a grand total of $107,285.13). 

These requested Ford vehicles will replace three (3) older Ford Crown Victoria patrol 

cars that have reached the end of their use as police vehicles. These vehicles have reached 

a point where it is no longer viable to repair them.  The Town will be purchasing these 

vehicles under the Greater Boston Police Council (GBPC) contract that is administered 

and competitively bid by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council Cooperative  

(MAPCC). This competitive bid and award was executed by the MAPCC under the 

Massachusetts General Law. The Town joined the GBPC to take advantage of these 

competitive bids with large volume buying power.  All reusable equipment including 

two-way radios, light bars and sirens will be removed from old vehicles and then  
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transferred and installed onto new vehicles by Patrol Data. In addition, some new parts 

will have to be purchased and installed such as wiring, speakers, brackets and LED lights. 

Funding is available in the Police Administration Capital Projects Account #200190 

57522, Vehicle Replacement. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

APPROVE the purchase of three (3) new Ford Utility PI AWD police cruisers from 

MHQ Municipal Vehicles, in the amount of $83,954.30 and the removal, transfer and 

installation of radios, sirens, lights and accessories to outfit the 3 vehicles from Patrol 

Data, in the amount of $23,330.83 (for a grand total of $107,285.13).  

Chief Sean Corrigan addressed the council on the purchase.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

20. A MOTION to APPROVE Change Order Requests 34-36 and 38-42 

inclusive, for the Public Safety Building Improvements Project with 

Urbane Construction, in the total not-to-exceed amount of $188,397.00.   

The new total project cost (construction phase) with these Change Orders included would 

be $1,652,055.00. The original bid was awarded by Town Council on June 1, 2015.  

Funding is available from future bond proceeds (maximum allowable bond amount $2 

million). 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

APPROVE Change Order Requests 34-36 and 38-42 inclusive, for the Public Safety 

Building Improvements Project with Urbane Construction, in the total not-to-exceed 

amount of $188,397.00.   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix 

21. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First 

Reading A Resolution Amending the Official List of Parking 

Restrictions and Regulations in the Town of Narragansett in 

accordance with the Narragansett Code of Ordinances. 

As in accordance to Chapter 74 Traffic and Vehicle, Sec. 74-35. - Specific streets Parking 

Regulations (b) a resolution cannot be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced 

but shall, rather, be referred to a subsequent regular or special meeting at least seven days 

thereafter for a vote. 

Parking restrictions were put in place on Ashley Court in 1996 by Resolution 96-29. In 

2014 parking restrictions were amended in Eastward Look and Ashley Court was not 

included in the change.  In 1987 by Chapter 584 the “Parking Ordinance Providing 

Regulations for Specific Streets” was amended by placing parking restrictions on Middle 

Road for the westerly side of the road only. Staff has recommended that Ashley Court be 

changed to mirror the parking restrictions of all other roads in Eastward Look and Middle  
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Road would be amended to reflect no parking on either side of the road and would now 

extend up to Sakonnet Boulevard.  The recommendation is as follows: 

ASHLEY COURT No Parking either side (10:00 p.m. through 5:00 a.m., inclusive, from 

the day after Labor Day to the day before Memorial Day) 

MIDDLE ROAD No Parking either side (10:00 p.m. through 5:00 a.m. from Burnside 

Avenue to Sakonnet Boulevard.  

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

INTRODUCE READ, PASS and ACCEPT a First Reading A Resolution Amending the 

Official List of Parking Restrictions and Regulations in the Town of Narragansett in 

accordance with the Narragansett Code of Ordinances. 

Residents Stanley Wojciechowski and Steve Ferrandi spoke. 

 

Chief Sean Corrigan addressed the council on the proposed amendment.  He noted that in 

2014 the parking in Eastward Look was made a tow zone and Middle Road and Ashley 

were included for the signage however it was noted the two roads were not included in 

the Resolution and also no parking on both sides was also added for Middle Road. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE OFFICIAL LIST OF PARKING 

RESTRICTIONS AND REGULATIONS IN THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NARRAGANSETT CODE OF ORDINANCES 

 
WHEREAS, Chapter 19, Article III, Section 19-30 of the Code of Ordinances of the 
Town of Narragansett, provides a procedure to amend the parking restrictions and 
regulations on specific streets in the Town of Narragansett; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town Staff has recommended, in accordance with Section 19-30, that 
the parking restrictions and regulations within Eastward Look and the Village of Point 
Judith be amended; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of 
Narragansett that the parking restrictions and regulations on specific streets as required 
by Section 19-30 are hereby amended as follows for the roads listed below: 

 

EASTWARD LOOK NORTH (10:00 p.m. through 5:00 a.m., inclusive, from the 

day AFTER Labor Day to the day before Memorial Day) 
 
ASHLEY COURT No Parking Both Sides 
 
MIDDLE ROAD No Parking Both Sides from Burnside Avenue to Sakonnet  
                             Boulevard 
 
Any vehicle found in violation of this Resolution shall be towed or otherwise removed at 
the owner’s expense and liability. 
 

ADOPTED this           day of                  A.D. 2016. 

ATTEST:                                                                            TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

    
Anne M. Irons, CMC     Matthew M. Mannix 
Town Clerk       Town Council President 
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22. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS an ACCEPT as a First 

Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled 

Taxation & Finance. (Tangible Property Exemption)  

This ordinance will authorize the exemption from taxation up to $35,000 on Commercial 

Tangible property.  If enacted by the Town Council, this action will remove an 

administrative and financial burden completely for the numerous small businesses in 

Narragansett whose entire commercial tangible property is valued at less than $35,000. 

The exemption would also provide a measure of relief to those businesses whose property 

value exceeds this threshold.   This action also promises to significantly reduce the 

administrative resources used by the town relative to collecting this tax.  It is anticipated 

that such administrative savings would significantly offset revenue not collected as a 

result of the exemption. 

 

Patrick Murray moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED and ACCEPTED as a First Reading An Ordinance in 

Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, 

Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. (Tangible Property Exemption) 

Patrick Murray explained that it was enabling legislation that was passed at the General 

Assembly. He explained that the exemption is for the first $35,000 of tangible taxes.  He 

staff the town burns up a lot of staff hours chasing $20.00.  
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Raymond Ranaldi noted that it almost cost as much to collect the tax. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “TAXATION & 

FINANCE” 
 
It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 
 
Section 1:  Article I, (In General), of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 
Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & Finance” is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 70-1. - List of ratable property. 

 

(a)  A system of classification of taxable property is hereby adopted by the town in which all 
ratable property in the town shall be classified by the assessor as follows: 

(1) Class 1: All residential real estate which consists of not more than five dwelling 
units and all residential real estate that consists of six dwelling units in which at least 
one unit is owner-occupied. Class 1 includes all mobile/manufactured homes. 
(2) Class 2: All commercial and industrial real estate and all residential real estate 
which consists of six dwelling units in which no units are owner-occupied and all 
residential real estate which consists of more than six dwelling units. 
(3) Class 3: All ratable tangible personal property. 
(4) Class 4: All motor vehicles and trailers subject to the excise tax created by Chapter 
34 of Title 44 of the General Laws of Rhode Island. 

(b) Where real property is used or held for more than one purpose and the uses result in 
different classifications, the assessor shall allocate to each classification the percentage 
of true and fair cash value to the property devoted to each use.  
 

Sec. 70-2. - Duties of assessor and finance director. 

 

(a) The assessor of the town, on or before June 15 of each year, shall make a full and fair 
cash valuation of all the estate, real and personal, including motor vehicles and trailers, 
subject to taxation, and determine the assessed valuation of each property class. 
 

(b) The finance director with the approval of the town council shall have the authority to 
apply different rates of taxation to each property class and to determine the tax due and 
payable on the property; provided however, that such rates of taxation shall be uniform  
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(c) within each class; and provided further that for each year, Class 2 property rates shall not 

be more than 150 percent of Class 1 property tax rates. 
(Ch. 836, § 1, 6-30-2003) 
Sec. 70-3. - Tax levy determination. 

The assessor shall provide to the finance director and the town council a list containing the full 
and fair cash valuation of each property class. The finance director shall, with the approval of 
the town council, annually determine the percentages of the tax levy to be apportioned each  
 
class of property and shall annually apply tax rates sufficient to produce the proportion of the 
total tax levy. 
(Ch. 836, § 1, 6-30-2003) 
Sec. 70-4. - Compliance with state law. 

(a) All property in Class 3, which is classified as inventory, shall be taxed in accordance 
with § 44-3-29.1 of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing out of taxes 
on said property. 

(b)  All property in Class 4 shall be taxed in accordance with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 of the 
General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing out of taxes on said property. 

(Ch. 836, § 1, 6-30-2003) 

Sec. 70-5 – Tangible Property Exemption 

All property in class 3, shall be valued according to State law 44-5-12.1, provided that the 
taxable value shall be then reduced by up to $35,000 after application of the State mandated 
depreciation for the appropriate tangible property classification.    

Secs. 70-6—70-20. - Reserved. 

Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 
parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 
15th day of August, 2016. 
 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 6th day of 
September, 2016. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
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23. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First 

Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of The Code Of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled 

Taxation & Finance. (Veteran, Widow/Widower of Veteran, 100% 

Disabled Veteran, Specially Modified Housing for Service Disabled 

Veteran, Prisoner of War) 

Narragansett has not modified its war veteran tax exemption since 1986.  Due to the way 

the law, and our tax rate are constructed, we currently offer one of the lowest War 

Veteran and related property tax exemptions in Rhode Island.  This amendment would 

increase the allowable real property and motor vehicle tax exemptions for War 

Veterans, their Widows or Widowers, Service Disabled, Gold Star Parents, Prisoners of 

War, and certain properties specially modified for Service Disabled veterans 

 

This proposed ordinance allows the Town to apply property tax exemptions to the 

following amounts: 

War Veteran 44-3-4(a)(1) $20,000 from assessed value of real 

property, or $12,000 from assessed 

value of motor vehicle. 

War Veteran’s Widow / 

Widower:  

44-3-4(a)(1) $20,000 / $12,000 
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Service Related Total Disability: 

44-3-4(c) $20,000 / $12,000 

   

Gold Star Parent: 44-3-5 $20,000 / $12,000 

Prisoner of War 44-3-4(e) $40,000 / $24,000 

Specially Modified Housing for 

Service Disabled 

44-3-4(b) $50,000 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED and ACCEPTED as a First Reading An Ordinance in 

Amendment of Chapter 70 of The Code Of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, 

Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. (Veteran, Widow/Widower of Veteran, 100% 

Disabled Veteran, Specially Modified Housing for Service Disabled Veteran, Prisoner of 

War) 

Patrick Murray asked for the council’s support as the ordinance had not been updated 

since 1982 and he believed it was time to bring it in line with other communities. 

Residents Richard VanGermeersch spoke. 

Catherine Celeberto remarked that there was a typo in the amendment where it should 

read and/or and not just and. 
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Laura Kenyon, Finance Director  explained that and/or applies and not just the word and. 

 

Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor explained that previously that Narragansett only had 

the prisoner of war ordinance and followed state law with the veterans exemption and 

now the town would include  a veterans exemption. 

Raymond Ranaldi moved, Christopher Wilkens seconded and it is unanimously so voted 

to amend to change and to and/or in sections 70-100, 70-102, and 70-103 and 70-06. 

another first reading will be held on September 6, 2016. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

24. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First 

Reading as a First Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 

70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode 

Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. (Definition of Homestead) 

At issue is to define “Homestead” for the purposes of future discussion, clarification and 

computations for the Town staff and the general public. 

A homestead exemption would be a tax reduction by the Town of Narragansett which is 

applied to certain residential properties which meet specific guidelines.  You must hold 

legal title to the property and you must reside in the property.  The homestead exemption 

applies to single family homes, condominiums, the percent of two family homes owner  
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occupied, the percent of three family homes owner occupied and mixed use as outlined 

by this council. 

 

Patrick Murray moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED and ACCEPTED as a First Reading An Ordinance in 

Amendment of Chapter 70 of The Code Of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, 

Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. (Definition of Homestead) 

Patrick Murray remarked that he was proposing a definition of what a homestead was as 

it had been said there was some ambiguity of what a definition really was of a homestead. 

It would be that if a person occupies a home for 183 days in a year.   

Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor explained the research that went into the draft 

ordinance.  He said any definition of 183 days on a calendar basis or a legal domicile is a 

clear intent that a homestead is a domicile full time resident of Narragansett and is the 

primary residence.  

A lengthy discussion ensues on the definition of a homestead exemption. 

 

Residents Richard VanGermeersch, Catherine Celeberto, John Miller, Harry Schofield, 

Karen Shabshelowitz, Stanley Wojciechowski, Steve Ferrandi, Paul Zonfrillo. 

Raymond Ranaldi suggested a public hearing to be held and then a second reading. 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno nay, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix nay 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “TAXATION & FINANCE” 
 
It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 
 
Section 1:  Division 3 (REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION AND DEFERRAL), of 
Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & 
Finance”  is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 

Sec 70 - 60. – Definitions 

 
As used in this subdivision, the following terms shall have the meaning indicated: 
Homestead - A residential dwelling unit in which an individual holds legal title and 
occupies in excess of 183 days per calendar year.  
 
Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other 
ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 
15th  day of August, 2016. 
 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  
           day of September, 2016. 
 
ATTEST: 
Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
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25. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS And ACCEPT As A First 

Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code Of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled 

Taxation & Finance. (Historical Cemetery Preservation Property Tax 

Abatement) 

 

At the June 6, 2016 town council meeting, Evelyn Wheeler, Washington County 

Commissioner of Rhode Island Advisory Commission on Historical Cemeteries and 

Chair of the Narragansett Historical Cemetery presented to the Town Council a proposal 

for a new  town ordinance as authorized in RIGL §44-3-63 which allows city and town 

councils to provide an abatement for any real property on which a historical cemetery is 

located as well as full or partial reimbursement of expenses for repairing and maintaining 

said property.  

The Town Solicitor was directed to draft a proposed ordinance for a Historical Cemetery 

Preservation Property Tax Abatement.  After meetings with Evelyn Wheeler and 

discussions with the Town Solicitor, the attached proposed ordinance was drafted. 

The tax abatement shall not exceed $100.00 annually.  There are 27 historical cemeteries 

located in town however only 15 cemeteries have actually been located. 

 

 

 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 

August 15, 2016  

Book 57 Page 564 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED and ACCEPTED as a First Reading An Ordinance in 

Amendment of Chapter 70 of The Code Of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, 

Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. (Historical Cemetery Preservation Property 

Tax Abatement) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “TAXATION & FINANCE” 
 
It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 
 
Section 1:  Subdivision VI, (Historical Cemetery Preservation Property Tax Abatement), 
of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation 
& Finance” is hereby enacted to read as follows: 
 

Subdivision VI. - Historical Cemetery Preservation Property Tax Abatement 

 

Sec 70 - 130. - Purpose.  
 
This ordinance is intended to create an incentive for property owners to preserve 
Historical Cemeteries located in Narragansett, recognizing they are a cultural resource 
and their proper care helps preserve the rural character of the Town.  

 

Sec 70 - 131. - Definitions 

 
As used in this subdivision, the following terms shall have the meaning indicated:  
Committee. The Narragansett Historical Cemetery Committee. 
Historical Cemetery.  A piece of land set aside to bury human remains more than 100 
years ago.  
Owner. All owners of property containing a Historical Cemetery. 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 

August 15, 2016  

Book 57 Page 565 

 

Sec 70-132. - Eligibility 

 
(a)  The owner of property with an eligible historic cemetery may apply, on a voluntary 
basis, to   the Historical Cemetery Committee for a certificate of appropriateness for his 
or her cemetery. The application must include documentation of ownership of lot but not 
limited  to: 
 
      (1)   recorded deeds that contain a reference to the cemetery, or 
      (2)  a chain of title search which identifies the original owner. 
 
(b)  Upon receipt of an application, Committee shall first determine whether the cemetery 
meets   the definition of a historic cemetery as set forth in the ordinance. If the 
Committee   determines that the cemetery meets the definition of a "historic cemetery" as 
set forth above, it shall issue a certificate to the owner of the cemetery certifying its 
historic status. 
 

Sec 70-133. - Tax abatement and application 

 

(a) Upon certification by the Committee as a historic cemetery, the owner of the property 
shall   be eligible  for a property tax abatement annually for the preservation and 
maintenance of  the historic cemetery.  
 
The property owner shall apply for the abatement with the Tax Assessor by filling out 
a   form prepared   by the Tax Assessor for said abatement as well as presenting the 
certification   by the Committee that  the cemetery is a historic one. Once applied for, the 
owner of the   property shall not be required to renew the application on an annual basis. 
 

Sec 70-134. - Forfeiture of tax abatement and penalty for noncompliance 
 
(a) If the owner of the property with the historic cemetery fails to maintain the cemetery, 
the owner shall forfeit the property tax abatement as set forth above. Upon forfeiture,  
subsequent payments shall be  adjusted and billed for the full tax obligation of the 
property  without benefit or reference to the tax abatement. In addition thereto, the 
property owner   shall be liable for the amount that should have been paid to the Town of 
Narragansett in property taxes from the date the abatement was granted to the time the 
abatement is forfeited.   
 
(b) It shall be the duty of the Committee to annually inspect the certified historic 
cemetery to determine whether it has been maintained. 
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 Sec 70-135. - Administration 
 
(a) The Tax Assessor shall provide the abatement set forth above pursuant to R.I.G.L. 
 § 44-3-63. 
 
(b) The tax abatement shall be in an amount not exceeding $100. 
 
(c)  Any applications for the tax abatement authorized by this ordinance filed after April 
15   of any year and subsequently approved by the Tax Assessor shall not be  
 operative until the  year succeeding said  filing, and the tax abatement shall become 
  effective as of December 31 following the date of filling. 
 
Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other 
ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 
15th day of August, 2016.  
 
 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the    
          day of September, 2016. 
 
ATTEST: 
Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 

26. A MOTION to CREATE a South County Senior Advisory Council. 
 

The composition of the South County Senior Advisory Council will include the following 

members: 

One Town Council Member from Narragansett 
One Town Council Member from South Kingstown 
One Police/Fire Designee in Public Safety 
Director of Parks & Recreation Narragansett 
Director of Parks & Recreation South Kingstown 
Two Medical Representatives 
One Nurse Case Manager 
Two Senior Citizens 
One Representative from Southern RI Volunteers 
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One Representative of South County Community Action Program 
                                    (Saul Richman or Suzanne Carson) 
One Representative from URI Gerontology Program 
One Representative RI Geriatrics Education Program at URI 
 

This group would meet quarterly to ensure the needs of the aging population in South 

County.       

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

CREATE a South County Senior Advisory Council. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno explained that she met with a state representative, Acting 

Town Manager and the Parks & Recreation Direction to discuss what the composition of 

the committee should be.  It was suggested to join with Town of South Kingstown. She 

suggested the council endorse her creation of a South County Senior Advisory and if they 

thought other members should be involved to add them to the mix. 

A discussion ensued regarding the name of the Advisory Group and a suggestion was 

made to change it to Narragansett-South Kingston Senior Advisory Council. 

Resident Karen Shabshelowitz, Stanley Wojciechowski . 

Raymond Ranaldi moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to amend the name to Narragansett-South Kingstown Senior Advisory Council. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye    
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26. A MOTION to DIRECT the Town Manager to prepare a three year financial 

forecast for the Town. 

 

The purpose of this item is to identify the financial needs in terms of future tax rates by 

way of projecting the next three years of indebtedness for the Town of Narragansett.  

Included in this work will be projections for costs of practical asset upgrades and asset 

protection for each department, including the impact of the proposed Library bond 

referendum (assuming that it passes). The scope of work should include projections for 

reducing OPEB and the Town’s retirement indebtedness.  All potential bonding, school 

department projected shortfalls, contractual obligations and inflation should be 

considered.  The above information shall then be used to project taxation needs for the 

2017-2018, 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 budgets.  

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to DIRECT the Town Manager to prepare a three year financial forecast for the 

Town. 

Councilor Ranaldi addressed the council on the forecast and said he was looking for a 

report on a worst case of indebtedness and the assets.  He said the council may look 

forward to the taxes for the next three years and the council may have options.  He said it 

would help in paying down the Retirement and OPEB indebtedness.  He said the current 

budget did get down to 1.9% but if the council looks at three years respective of the 

people will understand where the town is.  He said there are buckets in the attic to collect  
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rainwater, the buildings needs repointing, departments made have needs and even wants 

and they would be separately.  He said many needs are even deferred.  

 He said the proposed taxes for the next three years should be decided on in an all-

inclusive way as the town may have a more than a 4% increase in one of those years in 

order to bring in enough money to be frugal.  He said Laura Kenyon will explain when 

the report has been completed.  He also noted that the Finance Committee may help to 

enlighten on what the taxes should be for the next budget.  He commented that the last 55 

years it has been 2 1/5 % CPI (Consumer Price Index) increase and it’s been said to stay 

below that and that has been done a lot of years. He said that takes something away from 

the town as a whole He said it takes away from the protection of the town’s assets and the 

improvement of the town’s assets. 

Resident Richard VanGermeersch speaks. 

 

Raymond Ranaldi further commented that what he is asking is for everyone to understand 

where the town is to long term debt, what do to for assets protection  and the deferred 

maintenance and deferred upgrades to keep the schools buildings and town buildings in 

good shape and all departments need to chip in what is really needed.  He said he was not 

looking to chase retirees or any one faction down. He said he was looking for information 

to make informed decisions on taxes as they relate to long term debt. 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

27. A MOTION to WAIVE the fee in the amount of $175.00 for the 7 remaining 

One Day Peddler’s Licenses for Colby Blanchet and Tim Bristow d/b/a Yea Dog. 

According to the town ordinance only 10 Peddler licenses may be issued each year at a 

fee of $50.00 for the year. However a One Day Peddler License is available for Peddlers 

at a daily rate. 

Tim Bristow & Colby Blanchet d/b/a Yea Dog applied for and was approved for several 

One Day Peddler licenses at a fee of $25.00 a day totaling $775.00. At the August 1st 

meeting another 7 One Day Peddler licenses were approved at $25.00 per day totaling an 

additional $175.00.  Colby Blanchet, partner of Yea Dog requested the town council to 

consider waiving the remaining fee of $175.00 for the final 7 One Day Peddler’s 

Licenses.  

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded to WAIVE the fee in 

the amount of $175.00 for the 7 remaining One Day Peddler’s Licenses for Colby 

Blanchet and Tim Bristow d/b/a Yea Dog. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno nay, Patrick W. Murray nay, Raymond A. Ranaldi nay, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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 28. A MOTION to SCHEDULE a hearing for a request from Narragansett 

Recreation LLC d/b/a Aqua Blue Hotel (Maharaja Restaurant) for the APPROVAL 

of new signage to be installed for the Maharaja Restaurant. And A MOTION to 

REFER to the Planning Board for Recommendation. 

 

The Maharaja Restaurant located in the Aqua Blue Hotel in the Pier Market Place has 

requested to install new signage on the side of the building. 

The Pier Market Place is located in the Urban Renewal Zone.  According to the Town’s 

Supplementary Zoning  Regulations, Section 7.1 Urban Renewal Zone (b) the Town 

Council has the right to review and approve all changes to any previously  plan, site plan,  

construction or other work done with the Urban Renewal Zone and also review and 

approve all new construction projects, site plan changes or any other work with that zone. 

According to Section 7.1 Urban Renewal Zone (c) all applications submitted to the town 

council for review and approval pursuant to either subsection 7.1 (b) or any other  

provision of the redevelopment plan referenced in 7.1(a) shall be referred to the Planning 

board for their review and recommendation to the town council. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to SCHEDULE to October 3, 2016.        

 Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye         
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to REFER to Planning Board (Cicilline

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye,

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourns at 9:52 p

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES AC

                                                                                  

                                                                     

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC

Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk

 

A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 

meeting. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg

Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

to Planning Board (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye  

p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS 

                                                                                  PRESENTED/AMENDED

                                                                    

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC 

uncil Clerk                                                          Council Clerk 

digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg  

Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

A. Ranaldi aye, 

EPTED AS  

PRESENTED/AMENDED 

digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT          CC: ______01______ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION          Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: October 19, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 24, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  James Manni , Town Manager        
 

FROM: Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Earles Court Water Tower – Request to expend funds on fundraising 

consultant  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council AUTHORIZE the Town Manager to expend funds out of the 
Earles Court Water Tower special revenue account in the amount of $4,500 as a first 
payment to Daniel R. Barry & Associates for fundraising. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
This request comes as a logical next step in the sequence of actions necessary to see 
the Earles Court Water Tower rebuilt.  Following up on the Council’s January, 2013 
authorization of expenditures for a structural engineering analysis and cost estimate, 
the ”Griffins-R-Us” group is now moving forward on fundraising for its reconstruction.   
 
A rough estimate of the cost to carry out the reconstruction was provided recently by 
Architectura and another was provided by Abcore.  With this information in-hand Mrs. 
Sallie Latimer, Griffins-R-Us president, has sought out the assistance of Mr. Barry to 
advance their fundraising effort.  His total cost is $9,000, with 50% to be paid up front 
and the balance at the end of his contracted effort.   
 
Sufficient funding for this task is available in account 0512-0512-50252, which holds the 
funds already raised by Mrs. Latimer.   
 
No taxpayer funding is to be used in this endeavor.   
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 

1. Contract between Griffins-R-Us and Mr. Barry    
 
 
 
 

































 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  02   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: October 19, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 24, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager       
  

FROM: Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 

SUBJECT: Comprehensive Plan – Town Council approval of ordinance  
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council ADOPTS “An Ordinance Relating to Comprehensive Planning 
for the Town of Narragansett” 
 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
This ordinance is proposed in conjunction with the complete re-write of the 
Narragansett Comprehensive Plan.   The Plan has been under review and revision by 
the Planning Board since September, 2012.  This Plan has been the subject of 32 
public meetings between September 2012 and the present.  It has been amended to 
address public concerns at the Planning Board level and again to address direction 
provided recently by the Town Council. 
 
A public hearing was held and closed on the revised Plan on August 9, 2016.  A cover 
memo dated September 8, 2016 describes the final edits incorporated in the Plan for 
Town Council deliberation.  The Town Council officially approved the new 
Comprehensive Plan on September 19, 2016. 
 
The accompanying ordinance formalizes the Town’s actions to date, describes that the 
plan shall serve as the governing basis for planning and zoning decision-making and 
acknowledges the need for approval by the State of Rhode Island.    It is understood 
the Comprehensive Plan must still be forwarded to, an approved by, the Statewide 
Planning Program before being accepted as a policy document that may also direct and 
guide State-level decisions.  
 
First Reading held October 17, 2016.   
 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 
1. Comprehensive Plan ordinance 

 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER  ________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING FOR THE 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  The Amendments to the Narragansett Comprehensive Plan submitted for 

public hearing on August 9, 2016, having been prepared and publicly reviewed pursuant 

to Rhode Island General Laws, chapter 45-22-2 are hereby adopted and submitted to the 

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations for approval, upon which approval the 

said plan will become fully effective.  For purposes of conforming municipal land use 

decisions, this plan shall become effective immediately.  For the purposes of guiding 

state agency actions said plan shall not become effective until it is approved by the State 

of Rhode Island.   The Comprehensive Plan, approved by the Town Council on 

September 19, 2016  and incorporated herein by reference shall also be kept on file in the 

Town Clerk’s Office. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Town Council hereby adopts the Narragansett Comprehensive Plan as 

a governing statement of town policy in the interim period between Town and State 

approval, and shall employ the Comprehensive Plan as a basis for compliance with 

requirements and mandates of the Rhode Island Zoning Enabling Act of 1991, as 

amended, the Land Development and Subdivision Enabling Act of 1992, as amended, 

and other State laws, rules and regulations which require the application or compliance 

with the Town Comprehensive Plan. 

 

That the following documents make up the approved Narragansett Comprehensive Plan: 

 

1) The Baseline Report, dated February 25, 2016 

2) The Roadmap, dated September 6, 2016 

3) The Action Plan, dated September 6, 2016 

 

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage, and all other ordinances 

or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith repealed. If any section, clause, provision or 

portion of this ordinance shall be held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other 

portion of the ordinance. 

 

First reading read and passed in Town Council meeting legally assembled the 17
th

 day of 

October, 2016.  

 

Second reading read and passed in Town Council meeting legally assembled the _______ 

day of ___________________. 

 

_____________________________   ______________________________ 

Anne M. Irons, CMC, Town Clerk 
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