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NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING

AGENDA

October 3, 2016

7:30 p.m.
Posted 9-29-16

______________________________________
 

CALL TO ORDER:

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

 

·         May 2, 2016 Regular Meeting

·         May 9, 2016 Public Hearing Meeting

·         May 16, 2016 Regular Meeting

·         June 6, 2016 Regular Meeting

·         June 20, 2016 Work Session Meeting

·         June 20, 2016 Regular Meeting

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS:

 

EDC Survey Presentation – Christopher Laccinole
 

OPEN FORUM:

Please conduct yourself in an orderly and respectful fashion.   The comments of citizens accessing this portion of our meeting

are neither adopted nor endorsed by this body, but heard as requested.

 

PUBLIC HEARING/DECISION – 8:00 P.M.:
 

A MOTION to RESCHEDULE the PUBLIC HEARING on An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 the Code of Ordinances, of the Town of Narragansett,

Rhode Island, entitled Taxation and Finance.  (New Subdivision VII - Tax Credit for Historic District properties)

A  PUBLIC HEARING on the proposed amendment to Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation and

Finance. (Homestead Definition)

A MOTION to SCHEDULE on PUBLIC HEARING An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the town of Narragansett, Rhode

Island, entitled Taxation & Finance. (Homestead Exemption)

A PUBLIC HEARING for text revision of Section 7.3 (Accessory Structures and Uses) and 7.6(f), (Fences) of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Narragansett.

CONSENT AGENDA:

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine or have been previously reviewed by the Town Council, and will be enacted by one

motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests, in   which event the item will be removed from the General

Order of Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda.

 

1.      A MOTION to APPROVE the recommendations of the Sewer Policy Committee relative to the granting of waivers for Plat N-S, Lot 631, 175 Bonnet Point

Road, Bonnet Shores Beach Club.

 

2.      A MOTION  to APPROVE the request from URI S.A.V.E.S. to conduct a Polar Plunge event fundraiser at the Town Beach on Saturday December 3, 2016

from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 

3.      A MOTION to APPROVE the list of Motor Vehicle addendums in the amount of $1,603.22, the list of Real Estate addendums in the amount of $21,009.10,

the list of Real Estate abatements in the amount of $315.12 and the list of Motor Vehicle abatements in the amount of $27.98.   

   

4.      A MOTION to APPROVE a petition from the National Grid Company to place one new joint pole and anchor for service to new house construction on Lot

117-3, Plat E, adjacent to 48 Westmoreland Street.

 

5.      A MOTION to  APPROVE, RATIFY, and CONFIRM the emergency repairs to Bus 2, completed by Pascale Service Corporation, in the amount of

$4,868.80.

 

6.      A MOTION to AWARD the bid for Frames and Grates; Manhole Rims and Covers to the lowest bidder, E.J. Prescott, Inc., at their quoted bid prices for a

one-year period, ending August 31, 2017.  

 

7.      A MOTION to AWARD the bid for the Solid Waste Removal/Dumpster Service –Scarborough WWTF to the lowest responsive bidder, Republic Services of
Fall River for each of the two (2) bid items, in the annual amount of $1,224.00 (trash) and $5,220.00 (grit and other waste) for a one-year period.

 



 

8.      A MOTION to APPROVE a one-year contract extension for Concrete Blocks and Related Materials with Anchor Concrete Products at their bid prices for a

one-year period, ending October 14, 2017.

 

9.      A MOTION to APPROVE a Change Order to George Sherman Sand & Gravel Co., Inc. for the Robinson Street Sewer Replacement Project, in the amount

of $4,255.00.

 

10.  A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of replacement electronic register transmitters (ERTs) and supplies for meter and curb stop repairs from Stiles

Company, in the amount of $6,902.84.

 

OLD BUSINESS:

 

NEW BUSINESS:

 

11. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Friends of Narragansett Library for their first Family Costume Walk/Parade to be held on Saturday October

22, 2016 at 1:00 pm subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 

12. A MOTION to APPROVE a request from Narragansett Recreation LLC d/b/a Aqua Blue Hotel (Maharaja Restaurant) for the APPROVAL of new signage to

be installed for the Maharaja Restaurant. And A MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE the Recommendation for the Planning Board.

 

13. A MOTION to APPROVE the installation of precast concrete curbing and asphalt pavement for the entrance and exit areas of the new Sally Port at the Public

Safety Building by George Sherman Sand & Gravel Co., Inc., in the amount of $14,100.00.

 

14. A MOTION to APPROVE the contract with BETA Group, Inc. for the Pavement Management Program Re-Inspection and Database Update, in the amount of

$18,500.00.

 

15. A MOTION to APPROVE the use of the General Construction Services contract with Abcore Restoration Company, Inc., for the maintenance repairs to Fire

Station #2, in the amount of $25,400.00.

 

16. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading, An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of

the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled,  An Ordinance in Relation to Zoning, as it relates to amendments to Section 7.3 (Accessory Structures and

Uses) and Section 7.6(f), (Fences).

 

17. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the town of

Narragansett, Rhode island, entitled taxation & finance (Homestead Exemption)

 

18. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of The Code Of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation

& Finance. (Veteran, Widow/Widower of Veteran, 100% Disabled Veteran, Specially Modified Housing for Service Disabled Veteran, Prisoner of War)

 

19. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 82 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled

Waterways, specifically an update of Article III– (Boats) and Article IV – (Coastal Waters and Harbor Areas).

 

20. A MOTION to SCHEDULE a WORK SESSION with URI Ad Hoc Committee on Enforcement Issues.

 

21. That the Town Council President APPOINTS an individual to the Historic District Commission to fill an unexpired three-year term to expire on January 1, 2017.

 

22. A MOTION to APPROVE a Settlement Agreement with Narragansett Dock Works Inc., and moves to vacate its May 16, 2016 vote to rescinding the original

contract for nonperformance.

 

REPORTS FROM TOWN MANAGER:

 

ADJOURNMENT:

 
 

Note: Documentation (if any) for items listed on this Agenda is available for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the meeting, at any time during regular business hours at Town
Clerk’s Office, 25 Fifth Avenue, Narragansett, RI  02882.  Interpreters for the hearing impaired can be made available at any meeting provided a request is received a minimum of three (3)
business days prior to said meeting.
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TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT              CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
                                                                                                      Date Prepared:       September 26, 2016 

                   Council Meeting Date:      October 3, 2016  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM:   Anne M. Irons, CMC Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT:  Approval of Town Council Minutes  

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
 
That the Town Council approves the minutes from the following meetings. 
 

May 2, 2016 Regular Meeting 
May 9, 2016 Work Session Meeting 
May 16, 2016 Regular Meeting 
June 6, 2016 Regular Meeting 
June 20, 2016 Work Session Meeting 
June 20, 2016 Regular Meeting 
 

 

SUMMARY: 
 
Attached are minutes as in accordance to state law. Executive Session minutes are 
sealed. 
 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

MAY 2, 2016 MINUTES 
 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, May 2, 2016 at 7:30 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present:  Matthew M. Mannix, President 

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem,  

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager 

      Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the meeting to order and leads those in attendance in 

Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE:  

A Moment of Silence was held in memory of Alicia Storti. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Matthew M. Mannix, President acknowledged the Taste of Towers Event that was held 

Friday and thanked the members of the Towers Committee for their hard work on the 

event. 

Matthew M. Mannix, President also acknowledged the Little League Opening Day. 
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OPEN FORUM 

Open Forum is now held and the following individuals address the Council, viz: 

Malinda Power of Smart Power addressed the council on the energy challenge and 

informs the council more than 100 people have signed up for the challenge in the first 

month and the number of households was 492.  She thanked the town staff for all their 

assistance; James Murray, Senior Vice Commander of VFW Post 916 addressed the 

council on the disrepair of the post’s building. He explains that the building has not been 

updated since 1999 and they hope to begin renovations of the Post Building.  He 

requested a $2,000 donation from the Town of Narragansett.  He announced a steak fry 

will be held on May 21, 2016 at the Post; Rachel Clough, President of the VFW Facility. 

She invited the council to the steak fry on May 21, 2016. Richard Van Germeersch 

reminded the council it was not too early to start the process on a library building 

committee; Stanley Wojciechowski read an article from a magazine on Drones.  He 

suggested that the town should use Drones to find the drunk and disorderly college 

students in town; Bill Gardiner asked if there were any solutions for the signage and 

protection for people who are in danger on the rocks near the ocean.  He suggested that 

the town should install a Wi-Fi connection near the beach for people to log on from their 

cell phones and then they would be able to see if there are any alerts; 
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The consent agenda was acted on before and after the public hearing 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  Items #1, 2, 3, 8 and 10 were acted on separately. 

1. A MOTION to  APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the emergency 

purchase and installation of strobe lights and sirens to police vehicles 8 & 13, 

performed by Patrol Products Consortium, LLC (Patrol Data), in the amount 

of $2,737.71.  

APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Resident Bill Gardiner spoke on the item. 

2. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFIY, and CONFIRM the emergency repairs 

to Mini-Bus 4381, performed by Tasca Automotive Group, in the amount of 

$4,439.17. 

 APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

 Susan Cicilline-Buonanno Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye   

Resident Bill Gardiner spoke on the item.  
 

3. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFIY and CONFIRM the emergency repairs 

to Parks Maintenance Vehicle 707, performed by Tasca Automotive Group, 

in the amount of $7,598.15. 

APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

4. A MOTION to APPROVE the Friends of the Historic Tower’s request for an 

Antique Car Show at Veterans Memorial Park on Thursday, September 15, 

2016 from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, subject to state and local laws. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

5. A MOTION to  APPROVE the list of Real Estate abatements in the amount of 

$1,063.58 and the list of Motor Vehicle abatements in the amount of $674.04. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

6. A  MOTION to APPROVE the two contract extensions for Miscellaneous 

Repair and Construction; one for the Water Division and one for the 

Wastewater Division/Public Works Department for a one-year period with 

George Sherman Sand & Gravel Company, Inc. at their quoted prices and 

rates, under the same terms and conditions as the previous year. 

 APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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7. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of Basketball Equipment to replace 

the backboard vandalized on February 1, 2016 at Domenic Christofaro Park 

from O’Brien & Sons, Inc., in the amount of $2,719.00.APPROVED (Cicilline-

Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

8. A MOTION to AWARD a contract for catering services for the Gratitude 

Gathering Event to West Bay Gourmet in the amount of $2,742.50 and 

further AUTHORIZE the expenditure of that amount from the Town’s 

Contingency Fund to pay for the recognition celebration for the individuals 

that serve on the Boards and Commissions by having an appreciation dinner 

or gathering. 

AWARDED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to amend the funding from contingency to also include expenditure up to 

$6,000. 

Stanley Wojciechowski speaks 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Matthew M. Mannix asked for a vote on the motion with the amendment. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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9. A MOTION to AWARD the bid for Sign Poles to the lowest bidder, Traffic 

Signs & Safety, Inc. at their unit costs of $15.35 for 10’ green u-channel poles 

and $7.80 for 4’ galvanized u-channel poles for a one-year period, ending 

May 2, 2017. 

AWARDED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

10. A MOTION AWARD the bid for the Purchase of One Hudson Brothers 

Trailer for the Parks Department to ATS Equipment of RI, in the amount of 

$6,295.00. 

AWARDED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Bill Gardiner spoke. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

11. A MOTION to AWARD the bid for Paver Walkways at Kinney Bungalow to 

the lowest bidder, Farrell Landscaping, in the total amount of $9,700.00. 

AWARDED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  
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12. A MOTION to RESCIND the AWARD from Liberty Rentals and awards the 

bid for the Rental of Tables, Chairs, and Tents for Kinney Bungalow and the 

North Beach Clubhouse to the lowest bidder, A & E Event Rentals, Inc. for a 

one-year period, ending April 11, 2017. 

RESCINDED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Steve Wright announced that the ECO-DEPOT will be held Saturday at the beach as will 

the office will now be open to purchase beach passes.  He also noted the Lions Club was 

holding the sand angels event on Saturday at the beach. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on file the Withdrawal on a Petition for 

Abandonment from John R. Sahagian for the eastern half of Harris Avenue on 

Assessor Plat P to add to Assessor’s Plat P, Lot 96 to March 21, 2016. 

On March 31, 2016, the applicant submitted a letter withdrawing the petition to abandon 

Harris Avenue. 

John and Grace Sahagian of South Pier Road submitted a request to abandon the eastern 

portion of Harris Avenue to add to their property for improvements to the access to their 

property from South Pier Road for public safety reasons.  

A public hearing was scheduled and the petition was forwarded to the Planning Board. 

The Planning Board reviewed the request at their October 20, 2015 meeting and took 

testimony from Mr. Sahagian.  They noted staff reluctance to support the abandonment  
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due to environmental concerns and the possibility to use this area for vehicular access to 

Town land south of the Sahagian property in the future.  During discussion, Mr. Sahagian  

suggested that he hire a wetland & soils expert to look at the other paper streets that 

connect to the Town land.   The Planning Board continued their review to November in  

order to allow Mr. Sahagian to conduct site analysis of other rights-of-way nearby for the 

potential vehicular access to the Town Land.  

A public hearing was held on January 4, 2016 and testimony was heard however the 

matter was continued in order to resolve issues with an abutter to the property to  

February 16, 2016. The hearing was again continued to March 21, 2016 and then 

continued to the May 2, 2016 town council meeting. As stated the applicants have 

withdrawn the request to abandon Harris Avenue. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to RECEIVE and PLACE on file the Withdrawal on a Petition for Abandonment 

from John R. Sahagian for the eastern half of Harris Avenue on Assessor Plat P to add to 

Assessor’s Plat P, Lot 96 to March 21, 2016. 

On March 31, 2016, the applicant submitted a letter withdrawing the petition to abandon 

Harris Avenue. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  
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 A PUBLIC HEARING to consider various applications from Town departments 

and/or local non-profit organizations for the 2016 Community Development Block 

Grant Program. 

On April 19, 2016, the Planning Board will consider eight (8) requests for funding of 

CDBG projects totaling of $43,053.   This year, the Town of Narragansett is limited by  

the State to a request of not more than $150,000 in total.   Under State law a public 

hearing is required before the Town Council following Planning Board review, to take  

testimony from town staff and/or individual non-profit organizations requesting funds as 

sub-recipients of the Town in order to fully understand each proposal.     

The Council will need to determine the priority and amount of funding to request to the 

State and to which programs and projects they would direct them.    

The final decision must be made via resolution in order that the staff may promptly 

assemble and submit the Town’s request by the May 13, 2016 deadline. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

OPEN the PUBLIC HEARING to consider various applications from Town departments 

and/or local non-profit organizations for the 2016 Community Development Block Grant 

program to May 2, 2016 at 8:00 p.m.  

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  
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Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director addresses the council on the 

proposed application for the 2015 CDBG money. He explained that it was offered  

through the state’s office of housing and community development.  He notes that certain 

percentages were used for certain projects and then there was a competitive basis for the 

remaining funds.  He explained what the applicants could apply for the grant money. 

He explained that all the applicants were vetted before the planning board and the town 

also applied for two projects 

 Raymond   Ranaldi questioned if the capital projects were approved more than operating 

budget requests.    

The applicants are as followed: 

CDBG APPLICATIONS IN ORDER OF PRIORITY 

1. Town of Narragansett – Housing Rehabilitation   set aside 

2. Town – Fair & Affordable Ed. Outreach    $    5,000 

3. Jonnycake Center – Emergency Food Pantry   $  10,000 

4. Domestic Violence Resource Center – Housing Services $    4,053  

5. Welcome House  - Operational expenses    $    5,000 

6. Cornerstone Adult Services       $    5,000 

7. Kingstown Crossings      $  17,000 

8. WARM Center – Employment Readiness Program  $     9,000   

9. WARM Center – Job Training Program    $     5,000   

10. Program Administration      $     6,000  

               Total               $ 66,053 
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Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director noted that last year the town did not 

receive any grant money from the program.  He explained that if an award is given to one 

of the applicants the money would not go to the host community and not to the town if 

even though the town applied on their behalf. 

The following applicants addressed the council on their applications: 

Russell Partridge, Cheryl Harnett, JoJo Beck, Kate Brewster 

Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director notified the council the above list 

was the order that the Planning Board approved however the council is able to change the 

order or the amount of the money. 

Christopher Wilkens noted that the town was eligible $150,000 and the applications only 

added to $ 66,053.  He remarked the applicants should apply for more next year as it may 

be too late now. 

A discussion was held on the applicants revising the current application to apply for the 

full amount.  

Resident John Miller suggested the VFW be added to the applications. Bill Gardiner also 

spoke. 

The Town Solicitor advised it would be acceptable for the council to change the dollar 

amount of the applicants’ request. He said the council is able to delegate Mr. DeLuca 

authorization to amend the application. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded to APPROVE the 

grant application for the 2016 CDBG money. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to increase the amount requested by 66% to bring the amount up $150,000 and 

to include the administrative fee. 

Michael Deluca asked for a certain deadline from the applicants as he was on a deadline. 

The council agreed to the request. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  

A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution authorizing the Town Manager to submit an 

application for funding under the 2016 Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) Program in the amount of $105,050 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

ADOPT a Resolution authorizing the Town Manager to submit an application for funding 

under the 2016 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program in the amount 

up to $150,000. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  
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A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF 
NARRAGANSETT TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR 

THE 2016 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-07 

  

WHEREAS, funds are available under the Rhode Island Community Development Block 
Grant Program, administered by the Rhode Island Commerce Secretary / Office of 
Housing and Community Development; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Rhode Island has authorized the Secretary of 
Commerce to disburse such funds; and, 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the citizens of the Town of Narragansett that 
application be made to undertake a Small Cities Community Development Program. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of 
Narragansett that the filing of this application for the amount of $105,050 to implement 
the activities as specified and prioritized in Exhibit A attached hereto, is hereby 
authorized and that Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager, is hereby authorized and  
directed to file this application with the office of Housing and Community Development, 
to provide any additional information or documents required by said office, to make any 
assurances required in connection with this program, to execute an agreement with the 
State of Rhode Island and to otherwise act as the Representative of the Town of 
Narragansett in all matters relating to this application and any award which may be based 
upon this application. 
 

Adopted this 2nd day of May, 2016 

                                                             TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
           S/Susan Cicilline-Buonanno  
           Town Council President Pro Tem 
ATTEST: 
S/Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Town Clerk   
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CDBG APPLICATIONS IN ORDER OF PRIORITY 
 
 
 

1. Town of Narragansett – Housing Rehabilitation   set aside 
2. Town – Fair & Affordable Ed. Outreach    $    5,000 
3. Jonnycake Center – Emergency Food Pantry   $  20,000* 
4. Domestic Violence Resource Center – Housing Services $  10,000*  
5. Welcome House  - Operational expenses    $    5,000 
6. Welcome House  Capital Project               $  15,000* 
7. Cornerstone Adult Services       $    5,000 
8. Kingstown Crossings      $  17,000 
9. WARM Center – Employment Readiness Program  $     9,000 

 WARM Center – ERP Purchase of 2 computers  $     4,500* 
10. WARM Center – Job Training Program    $     5,000    
11. Program Administration      $     9,550  

               Total            $ 105,050* 
 

When applicants revised their applications as directed by the town council the above 
requests were submitted for the CDBG Grant  
 

OLD BUSINESS:  None 

NEW BUSINESS: 

13. A MOTION to CONFIRM the APPOINTMENT of Acting Police Chief Sean 

Corrigan as Police Chief, and AUTHORIZE the Town Manager to sign the 

Employment Agreement accordingly.   

In accordance with Section 2-1-7 of the Town Charter, the Town Manager may appoint 

department heads with the advice and consent of the Town Council.  The Town Manager  

was requesting that the Council confirm the appointment of Sean Corrigan to Police 

Chief with an effective date of Tuesday, May 3, 2016, and further authorize him to sign 

the Employment Agreement accordingly. The Agreement, which has been forwarded to 

the council under separate cover, is the result of negotiations between Acting Chief  
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Corrigan and the manager.  It was modeled after other similar public sector employment 

contracts, and essentially ratifies the terms of employment that exist now.  

It is without hesitation that the acting Town Manager recommends Captain and Acting 

Chief Sean Corrigan for appointment to the position of Chief of Police for the Town of 

Narragansett.  Captain Corrigan began what has been a nineteen (19) year (and counting) 

career in Narragansett as a Probationary Patrolman.  He subsequently rose through the 

ranks to Sergeant (2003), Lieutenant (2005), Detective Lieutenant (2010) and Captain 

(2012).  Sean Corrigan exemplifies the traits that are essential for a position like this – 

professionalism, subject knowledge, institutional knowledge, passion for the job, and the 

attitude and demeanor that allows him to succeed under pressure situations.  From a 

qualifications standpoint, Captain Corrigan holds an Associate Degree in Law 

Enforcement from CCRI and both a Bachelor of Science in Administration of Justice and  

Master of Science in Law Enforcement (in which he earned a 4.0 grade point average) 

from Roger Williams University and has completed numerous other law enforcement and 

public service courses. 

He was instrumental in the Department gaining Professional Accreditation status last 

year, and is well respected both locally and regionally for his knowledge and 

professionalism. The acting Town Manager firmly believed that Acting Chief Corrigan is 

the right person for this critical Senior Management Team position, and he encouraged 

the Town Council to support this recommendation as well. 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to CONFIRM the APPOINTMENT of Acting Police Chief Sean Corrigan as 

Police Chief, and AUTHORIZE the Town Manager to sign the Employment Agreement 

accordingly.   

Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager addressed the council regarding the appointment 

of Chief of Police.  He gave a brief description of his tenure with the police department 

and his educational background.  He also comments that Sean Corrigan was instrumental 

in the police department achieving accreditation.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

The council recesses to congratulate Acting Chief Sean Corrigan. 

14. A MOTION to ADOPT An ordinance in amendment of Chapter 731 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled An 

Ordinance in Relation to Zoning, to approve various omnibus text 

amendments. 

This is the first time since 2007 that a series of unrelated “omnibus” revisions have been 

proposed.   These amendments are intended to correct or update minor flaws in language, 

add efficiency and/or correct local provisions that are affected by changes in state or 

federal regulations.   Some merely correct typographical errors. 

The Planning Board took this item under review at their regular meeting on September 

15, 2015, and again on October 20, 2015, but noted that some of the items might require  
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detailed discussion.  As a result the list was reduced from the original 15 to just 9 

provisions that may be considered merely housekeeping corrections / clarifications.   

The Planning Board revisited the new shorter list at their January 20, 2016 meeting and 

made an updated recommendation with final edits.   

The Town Council held its public hearing on this ordinance on April 4, 2016 and voted 

unanimously to approve the proposal with no text revisions or amendments. The First 

Reading was held on April 18, 2016. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

ADOPT An ordinance in amendment of Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the 

Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled An Ordinance in Relation to Zoning, to 

approve various omnibus text amendments. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER    1016  

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 731 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED, “ZONING”. 
 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

SECTION 1: Section 2.2 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled ‘Definitions is amended by 

including the new /revised definitions as follows: 
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 Building envelope. A 3-dimensional space within which a structure is permitted to 

be built on a lot and which is defined by regulations governing building setbacks, 

maximum height, and bulk; by other regulations; and/or any combination thereof.    

SECTION 2: Section 2.2 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled ‘Definitions is amended by 

deleting the following definition: 

 Frontage.  See lot width  

SECTION 3:  Section 4.8.1 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Breakwater Village Special 

District is amended by incorporating the wording below in place of the specified 

subsection: 

Subsection 6(l).  Sundecks. Sundecks of up to ten (10) percent of the proposed GFA shall 

be allowed without counting toward the property’s gross floor area.  Any sundeck or 

portion thereof that exceeds the ten (10) percent area allowance shall count toward the 

property’s gross floor area. 

SECTION 4:  Section 6.1 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Table of Use Regulations is 

amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place of the specified 

subsection: 

 Use Code 113.  Horticultural Nursery – Permitted in the R-80 Zone (P) 

SECTION 5:   Section 6.4 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled dimensional Regulations is 

amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place of the specified 

subsection:  
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 The reference to Dimensional Regulations for multi-family dwellings for Zoning 

Districts R-40, R-20, R-10 and R-10A shall read:   “(See Section 17 for regulations)”. 

SECTION 6:  Section 7.7 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Supplementary Drainage 

Requirements is amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place 

of the specified subsection: 

(1) Stormwater management. The stormwater management system for any site 

shall be designed to offset the increase in the rate of stormwater resulting 

from the proposed development. It shall implement the techniques and 

measures recommended in the most current revision of or supplement to 

"Urban Hydrology for Small Watersheds, Technical Release No. 55," 

prepared by the United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation 

Service or the Rational Method as may be deemed appropriate by the Town 

Engineer based on the size and characteristics of the property under review. 

SECTION 7:  Section 16 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Staff Reviews is amended by 

deleting the following text of Subsection 16.2(f). 

 (f) Activities subject to Section 4.5, high water table limitations overlay district, 

where  the wet season water table is demonstrated to be no closer than 30 inches to the 

soil surface. 

SECTION 7:     Section 17.1 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Development Standards 

for residential cluster developments is amended by deleting the entirety of the second 

paragraph under Section 17.1. 
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 The zoning board of review may grant approval for multifamily development 

pursuant to  Section 12.8 of this ordinance in an R-40, R-20, R-10 and r-10A zone,  

provided the  proposed development complies with all the applicable requirements 

contained therein. 

SECTION 8:  Section 4.5 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled High water table limitations 

overlay district is amended by revising the paragraph after subsection (e) by adding a new 

subsection header and revising the table headers as follows: 

 (f) Site Coverage Standard:  Structures, paving, and other impervious surfaces 

shall cover  no more than the following percentages of the area of any lot  in a high 

water table  limitations overlay district: 

Zone  District/use   Maximum Site Coverage (percent of lot area) 

SECTION 9:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other 

ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.  

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

18th day of April, 2016. 

Second reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 2nd 

day of May, 2016. 

ATTEST:  
S/Anne M. Irons, CMC, Town Clerk                                                          
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15. A MOTION to ADOPT an Ordinance in Amendment Chapter 731 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled Zoning, Section 2.2 

Definitions Households. 

In response to extensive community concerns over quality of life issues reported by 

residents in various Town neighborhoods, the Town Council established an Ad Hoc 

Commission on Student Rental Issues in 2014.  The Ad Hoc Committee has issued a 

report to the Council laying out a series of findings and recommendations to alleviate 

various quality of life and safety issues attendant to the high concentration of student 

rentals in certain Narragansett neighborhoods.   

Included in the wide-ranging Ad Hoc Committee report are extensive findings and 

recommendations related to the Town’s zoning laws and enforcement.  The Town 

Council has considered these recommendations, and received extensive public comment 

in work sessions and regular meetings. The Council now seeks to implement one of the 

key recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee: that the town should enact and enforce  

an ordinance which prohibits more than 4 unrelated persons from occupying a single 

household.  

Narragansett ordinances currently prohibit more than 3 unrelated persons in a house-hold, 

although that ordinance has not been enforced since a Superior Court judge struck down 

the ordinance in 1994 in the case of DiStefano v. Haxton. 
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Notwithstanding a strong legal argument that the existing ordinance is now enforceable 

due to changes in the ordinance to reflect state law, the Town Council has reached a 

consensus that increasing the limit on unrelated persons from three to four would be the 

most appropriate method of lessening the intensity of use that has been created by 

proliferation of student rental properties in excess of 4 unrelated persons. 

This increase in the limit will also limit the economic burden that enforcement of the 

existing ordinance might place on property owners who have invested in increasing the 

tenant capacity of their rental properties beyond what is allowed in the current ordinance.   

State law requires any requested amendment to a Town’s zoning ordinance be submitted 

to the Planning Board for recommendation, and that the Board, with the aid of the 

planning department, shall make a recommendation within 45 days.  The State law also 

requires the Town Council hold a Public Hearing on the amendment.  The Planning 

Board held hearings on the proposal on March 9, 2016 and the matter is now before the 

Council. 

The public hearing was held at the March 21, 2016 town council meeting and after public 

testimony was heard and considered the town council directed to place the first reading of 

the proposed ordinance on the April 4, 2016 meeting to introduce, read, pass and accept 

the proposed definition of household. 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded to ADOPT an Ordinance in 

Amendment Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled 

Zoning, Section 2.2 Definitions Households. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi asked for a continuation on this motion so the second reading for #Item 

16 will be held at the same meeting 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Christopher Wilkens seconded and it is so voted to ADOPT an 

Ordinance in Amendment Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 

Narragansett entitled Zoning, Section 2.2 Definitions Households. 

A lengthy discussion ensues on the continuation of the motion.  The Town Solicitor also 

recommended that the two amendments should be adopted on the same evening.  

Carol Stuart, Anthony Lupino, Stanley Wojciechowski, Jeff Dentler, Terry Fleming, Joe Soja 

all address the council   

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno nay, Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix nay 
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TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 731 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “ZONING” 
CHAPTER 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows:  

Section 1:  Section 2.2, (Definitions) (Households) of Chapter 731 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Zoning” is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 

Household. One or more persons living together in a single dwelling unit, with common 

access to, and common use of, all living and eating areas and all areas and facilities for 

the preparation and storage of food within the dwelling unit. The term "household unit" 

shall be synonymous with the term "dwelling unit" for determining the number of such 

units allowed within any structure on any lot in a zoning district. An individual household 

shall consist of any one of the following:  

(a) A family, which may also include servants and employees living with the 

 family; or 

(b) A person or group of unrelated persons living together. The maximum 

 number shall be four persons.  

Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other 

ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
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First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

4th day of April, 2016. 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the      

day of              , 2016. 

ATTEST: 
 
Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 

16. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading 

An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the 

Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled  Businesses. 

This ordinance amendment changes the Rental Registration form to include the 

maximum number of tenants per unit at one time.  Including this information provides for 

the most efficient and effective enforcement of the 4 unrelated persons per household use 

restriction contained in the Zoning Ordinance. 

Applications which indicate tenants in excess of 4 unrelated persons per unit, or those left 

blank will be not be accepted by the Town.  Operators who rent in violation of the 

ordinance is subject to sanction undertake Registration Ordinance in addition to any 

applicable Zoning Ordinance.  
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Including this information in the form also provides the Zoning Official an opportunity to 

communicate to the rental operator what if any zoning relief the operator should seek to 

rent in excess of 4 unrelated persons per unit.  

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading An Ordinance in 

Amendment of Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, 

Rhode Island, Entitled Businesses. 

 

Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor addresses the council on the amendment which was a 

simple change on the rental registration form where there will be a line to fill in on how 

many people are renting the property. 

Annmarie Silveira, Stanley Wojciechowski, Dennis Lynch, Jeff Dentler all speak. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno abstain, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix abstain 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 14 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “BUSINESSES” 
CHAPTER  

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

Section 518(b), (Registration), of Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 

Narragansett, entitled “Businesses” is hereby amended to read as follows:  
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(b) Form. The rental registration form shall indicate the tax assessor's plat and lot 

number, address of the rental dwelling/unit, the number of rental dwelling units therein, 

the name and permanent mailing address of the record owner, and the maximum number 

of tenants at one time, and period of occupancy (summer, September to June, or other).  

 

Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other 

ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

4th day of April, 2016. 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

day of May, 2016. 

ATTEST: 
S/Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 
 

17. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First 

Reading, text revision of the definitions of  Building Coverage and  Site 

Coverage in the Zoning Ordinance.  

The Community Development Department originally submitted a proposed text revision 

for each of these terms as part of the “omnibus “regulatory changes.  The “omnibus” bill 

is intended to periodically make minor changes in text that may provide clarification or 

correction of to an element of the Zoning Regulations.   
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Per advice of the Town Solicitor, these definitions were removed for more in-depth 

deliberations by the Planning Board.   On March 15, 2016, the Planning Board 

reconsidered the two subject definitions resulting in clarifying revisions to both.   

On April 18, 2016 the Town Council held a public hearing on this matter.  In the course of 

the hearing a minor revision to the draft text was discussed and agreed upon, that the 15% 

waiver for open sundecks would be limited to the R-10 and R-20 zones.   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading, text revision of the 

definitions of Building Coverage and Site Coverage in the Zoning Ordinance.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix no  

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 731 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE IN RELATION TO ZONING” AS IT RELATES 
TO AMENDMENTS TO DEFINITIONS. 

CHAPTER     

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett 
entitled “An Ordinance in Relation to Zoning” is hereby amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 2.  Section 2.2 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled “Definitions” is amended by 
deleting the definitions of ‘Coverage, building’ and ‘Coverage, site’ and replacing them 
with the new revised definitions as follows: 
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Coverage, building. That percentage of the lot area covered by the combined area of all 
buildings or structures on the lot, (i.e., building area divided by lot area). Notwithstanding 
the above, the structural components installed as part of a runoff or erosion control 
mitigation system, and/or the wetted surface of an above or in-ground pool shall not be  
counted in this calculation.  In addition, where the structural improvements onsite have  
met, but not exceeded,  or are proposed to meet but not exceed, the maximum allowance  
 
regulated in Section 6.4 or 6.5, non-roofed open sundecks totaling up to 15% of the 
adjacent residential unit’s overall footprint in the R-10 and R-20 Residential Zones shall 
be exempt.   
 
Coverage, site. That percentage of the lot area covered by the building area, plus covered 
porches, walkways, driveways, parking areas and other concrete, asphalt, or other 
structures or  impervious surfaces that do not absorb stormwater. Notwithstanding the 
above, non-roofed, open sundecks and stairways shall not be included in this 
classification but will be counted toward building coverage in accordance with the 
definition of building coverage.  
 
SECTION 3.     This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other 
ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 
2nd day of May, 2016. 
 
Second reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

____ day of _____________________, 2016. 

ATTEST:  
 
S/Anne Irons, CMC Town Clerk   
                                                                                                 

18. A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution approving the Capital Improvement 

Plan. 

In accordance with Section 6-2-4 of the Town Charter, Capital Improvement Plan, a six 

year capital improvement plan shall be submitted to the council for a six year period. 
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The plan shall be revised and extended each year with regard to new capital 

Improvements and capital improvements still pending or in process of construction or 

acquisition. Section 6-2-5 of the Town Charter requires the town council to adopt the 

capital improvement by resolution. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to ADOPT a Resolution approving the Capital Improvement Plan. 

Bill Gardiner and Stanley Wojciechowski speak. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CAPITAL IMPROVMENT PLAN 
FOR FY-16/17 THROUGH FY-21/22 

RESOLUTION No. 2016-07A 

 

WHEREAS, Article 6 Chapter 2 Financial Provisions of the Town Charter provides a 
procedure to establish the budget and capital improvement plan for the Town of 
Narragansett; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Capital Improvement Plan shall be submitted to the Town Council with 
the proposed capital improvements and expenditures during six fiscal years ensuing; and 
 
WHEREAS, the budget for fiscal year 16/17 shall begin July 1, 2016 through June 30, 
2017 which includes an updated capital improvement plan; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town 
Narragansett that the attached Capital Projects and Programs for FY16/17 through FY-
21/22 as required by Section 6-2-5 of the Town Charter is hereby approved as amended. 
 

ADOPTED this 2nd day of May, 2016 

        TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
ATTEST:       S/Matthew M. Mannix 
        President 
S/Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Town Clerk 
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19. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ AND ACCEPT as a First Reading the 

Appropriation Ordinance for the 2016-17 Fiscal Year. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to INTRODUCE, READ AND ACCEPT as a First Reading the Appropriation 

Ordinance for the 2016-17 Fiscal Year. 

Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager addresses the council on the final changes of the 

budget noting the increase on the budget was 1.41%.  It was noted the residential tax rate 

will be $10.08. 

Christopher Wilkens asked for Community Athletic Field Complex fee schedule by the 

next town council meeting. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye     

RECESS 

The council went into recess at this time.  

20. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading 

A Resolution to Implement Timed Seasonal Parking Restrictions on Ocean 

Road, Between South Pier Road and Beach Street.           

The subject of timed, seasonal parking on Ocean Road has been discussed between the 

Town Council, our residents, local business owners, and the staff for many years. In 

2011, the Town commissioned a parking study that also recommended regulating the 

parking along the Ocean Road seawall. The advantages of this proposal are as follows: 
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1. Transient parking opportunities for local restaurants and commercial businesses 

will increase – under the current unregulated system, many of the approximately 206  

parking spots along the seawall are occupied (during the summer) by daily visitors to the 

beach. These spots are often occupied throughout most of day, limiting parking  

availability for business and restaurant customers. The Narragansett Chamber of 

Commerce has expressed support for this proposal. 

2. The seawall is one of Narragansett’s prime attractions in the summer months. As 

stated above, the lack of parking restrictions in this area limits the opportunities for 

residents and guest alike that just want to walk the seawall from parking there during 

summer, as it has primarily become an off-site beach parking lot. 

3. The Town Beach loses parking revenue by the fact that free all-day parking is 

currently available along Ocean Road between Beach Street and South Pier Road. 

4. The proposed regulations would be complementary to the new Trolley Service. 

This proposal recommends that the parking remain free of charge, but be restricted to 

three (3) hour parking, both sides, from the intersection of Ocean Road and South Pier 

Road to the intersection of Ocean Road and Beach Street, from June 20th to Labor Day 

(inclusive) of each year, between the hours of 7:00 AM and 5:00 PM. The Police 

Department would be charged with enforcing these restrictions, and the Department of 

Public Works would post seasonal signage accordingly.  

As per Section 75-34 (b) of the Code of Ordinances, this Resolution may be introduced at 

this meeting, but cannot be adopted until a subsequent meeting at least seven (7) days  
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thereafter. As such, this item will appear before the Town Council for a formal vote on 

May 2, 2016. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded to INTRODUCE, 

READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading A Resolution to Implement Timed 

Seasonal Parking Restrictions on Ocean Road, Between South Pier Road and Beach 

Street.        

 Christopher Wilkens explains that for decades there has been discussion on parking on 

Ocean Road from the wishing well to the traffic light which covers 206 parking spaces 

and the beach goer’s, employees and advertisers use the spaces early and  all park in the 

morning and the businesses suffer.  He said that there have been made studies done over 

the years and the suggestions were metered parking which are unsightly or the kiosks 

system and then there was a seasonal timed parking for June, July and August from 

7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. with a 3 hour limit. He said if you park there at 2:00 p.m. in the 

afternoon you would be able stay there all night. He said it was supported by the 

Chamber of Commerce and the Economic Development Committee but there will be 

some wrinkles to iron out.  He spoke of all the awards the community has received for the 

town beach which brings more people into town. He said everyone would have an 

opportunity to park for three hours.  He noted it was a state road paid by state tax dollars 

and should be available for all taxpayers. 
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A lengthy discussion ensues regarding parking on Ocean Road among the town council 

members. 

The following individual spoke:  Lupino, Rob Leonard, Breta Coombs, Stanley 

Wojciechowski, David Winter, Bill Gardiner Diane Mann and Joe Lembo, Kate Vivian 

Corey Sullivan, Matt Combs 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it was so voted to 

CONTINUE the Motion to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First 

Reading A Resolution to Implement Timed Seasonal Parking Restrictions on Ocean 

Road, Between South Pier Road and Beach Street to the first meeting in September.    

 Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray nay, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens nay, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE OFFICIAL LIST OF PARKING RESTRICTIONS 
AND REGULATIONS IN THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH THE NARRAGANSETT CODE OF ORDINANCES 
RESOLUTION 2016- 

WHEREAS, Article II, Section 74-35(b) of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 
Narragansett provides a procedure to amend the parking restrictions and regulations on 
specific streets in the Town of Narragansett; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Town Manager has recommended, in accordance with Section 74-35(b), 
that the parking restrictions and regulations on the below listed street be amended.    
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Narragansett Town Council that the 
parking restrictions and regulations on specific streets as required by Section 74-35 are 
hereby amended as follows:   
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 Ocean Road:  Three (3) hour parking, both sides, from the intersection of Ocean 
Road and South Pier Road to the intersection of Ocean Road and Beach Street, from June 
20th to Labor Day (inclusive) of each year, between 7:00 AM and 5:00 PM. 
 
ADOPTED this _____ day of _________, 2016. 

                                                                   TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
      S/Matthew M. Mannix 
      Town Council President 
ATTEST: 
Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Town Clerk 
 

21. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS, and ACCEPT as a First 

Reading an Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 896 to include Ocean Road, 

between South Pier Road and Beach Street, in the defined area where 

abutting property owners may obtain parking permits. 

As a complementary item to the proposed Resolution that would implement timed 

seasonal parking restrictions on Ocean Road between South Pier Road and Beach Street, 

the attached Ordinance amendment would include Ocean Road in this area in the list of 

streets that are eligible for abutting property owners to obtain parking passes for family 

members or employees.  

Chapter 896, adopted in May 2008, accomplished two (2) distinct things; first, it set forth 

the criteria for obtaining parking passes for property owners (including employee parking 

passes for business owners) in the Pier area and identified the streets where property 

ownership is a pre-requisite for obtaining a permit. And second, it provided a list of 

streets where permit parking is allowed. 



Town Council Meeting 
May 2, 2016 
Book 57 Page 333 

 

As Ocean Road was not included in the first list of streets, it is being addressed here. 

However, as Ocean Road itself in the area noted will not be a “permit parking” street, it 

has to be addressed separately. In other words, under this proposed Ordinance 

amendment, an Ocean Road (within the limits set herein) property owner may obtain a 

parking pass for family members or for employees, in accordance with Chapter 896. 

However, permit parking itself will not be expanded to Ocean Road; permit holders may 

park on the permit parking regulated streets already noted in Section 6 of Chapter 896. 

The reason for this distinction is that Ocean Road is a State right-of-way, and we have 

guidance from RIDOT that allows the Town Council to regulate parking, but requires that 

any such regulation be applied equally to all parties. This means that the proposed timed 

parking for Ocean Road cannot be tied to the issuance of a permit, but has to be applied 

to any and all users.  

Christopher Wilkens moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded  and it was so voted to  

CONTINUE the MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS, and ACCEPT as a First 

Reading an Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 896 to include Ocean Road, between 

South Pier Road and Beach Street, in the defined area where abutting property owners 

may obtain parking permits to the first town council meeting in September. 

 Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  

EXTEND THE MEETING 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to extend the meeting 15 minutes. 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
 

CHAPTER ___ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, PROVIDING THAT THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES, TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, BE 

AMENDED BY AMENDING CHAPTER 896, CHAPTER 293 AND CHAPTER 648 
OF SAID CODE; PROVIDING PARKING REGULATION FOR SPECIFIC STREETS. 
 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

Section 1. The following parking restrictions are hereby promulgated to promote the 
highway safety and reduce congestion in the Narragansett Pier Area during the peak 
traffic months. The Town may develop and issue rules and regulations to administer this 
Chapter. 
 
Section 2.  Parking Permit Eligibility. In all of the areas of the streets specified 
hereunder in Section 6 there shall be no parking permitted from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. between 
May 15th and September 15th of each year, by any vehicle, unless said vehicle bears an 
official parking permit affixed to the right-hand (passenger) side front bumper (or 
otherwise displayed in accordance with this Chapter or rules and regulations as may be 
promulgated by the Town) issued by the Town of Narragansett as specified below or 
unless the vehicle is exempted from this Chapter. 
 
 
Section 3.  Parking Permit Required. 

1. The Town of Narragansett shall issue parking permits to any person residing in or 
owning real property, which has frontage on the streets specified in Section 6 hereof, and 
on Ocean Road between South Pier Road and Beach Street.  Parking permits may also be 
issued to dependent children of any person residing or owning real property which has 
frontage on the streets specified in Section 6 hereof, and on Ocean Road between South 
Pier Road and Beach Street, so long as the dependent child is actually living at the 
property.  Each permit issued by the Town shall only be valid for the street on which the 
property or residence is located.  
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 The number of parking permits issued to each household shall be limited to a maximum 
of four (4). Passes issued to commercial properties shall be based on the maximum 
number of employees that work at each business on a per shift basis, and shall be 
prominently displayed in the front windshield area of employee’s vehicle. 
 
2. Proof of residency or real estate ownership shall be determined upon the following 
criteria: 
 
Any person permanently residing at an address or owning land abutting the sections of 
streets specified in Section 6 hereunder and owners and employees of commercial 
establishments located within the Redevelopment Zone, and on Ocean Road between 
South Pier Road and Beach Street, who shall be deemed to abut any street which abuts 
the Redevelopment Zone, and on Ocean Road between South Pier Road and Beach 
Street, shall be issued a permit at no cost upon production of the following: 
 
     a) a valid driver’s license identifying the applicant; and 
 
     b) a valid registration for the vehicle to be permitted; and 
 
c) a property deed, lease or rental agreement naming the applicant and identifying the 
residence or property as located within the area of these parking restrictions. 
 
d) in the case of dependent children, a birth certificate establishing the identity, age, 
and relationship to a person fulfilling requirements (c) above. 
 
3. Proof of employment for commercial establishment employee parking passes shall 
be provided for annually (or upon request by the Town) by the owner of the business. 
 
 
Section 4.  Parking without permit prohibited, lost stickers. 
 
1. Except for an officer or employee of the United States, the State or the Town, or 
any agency thereof, while in the course of official business, no person shall park a vehicle 
on any street specified in Section 6 hereof without a permit, which authorizes the parking 
of such vehicle, and a parking sticker is affixed to the bumper of such vehicle (or 
otherwise displayed in accordance with this Chapter or rules and regulations as may be 
promulgated by the Town) as required in Section 2 hereof. 
2. Lost stickers will be re-issued upon request, subject to a twenty-five dollar 
($25.00) re-issuance fee. 
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Section 5.  Penalties for Violation. 
 
1. Any owner of a vehicle parked on the applicable sections of streets named in 
Section 6 below in violation of this Chapter shall be punished by a fine in accordance 
with Section 74-4 of the Code of Ordinances; and 
 
 
2. Any vehicle found in violation of this ordinance shall be towed or otherwise 
removed at the owners’ expense and liability to a location to be specified by the Town 
Council. 
 
Section 6.  Applicability. 
 
 These parking restrictions shall apply to the following sections of public highways 
in the Town of Narragansett between May 15th and September 15th of each year between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
 
Street Name    Extent     Side 
 
Atlantic Avenue  entire length      west side 
 
Beach Street   from intersection at Ocean Road to   both sides 
    Intersection of Kingstown Road 
 
Boon Street   from intersection with Kingstown Road to west side 
    Intersection with Courtway Street 
 

Boon Street   from intersection with Courtway Street to  both sides 
    Intersection with Central Street 
 

Brown Avenue  entire length      north side 

Caswell Street  from intersection with Narragansett Avenue both sides 
    to intersection with Central Street except for 
    the easterly side of Caswell Street from the  
    Intersection of Kingstown Road to Brown Avenue  
 
Caswell Street  from intersection with Narragansett Avenue both sides 
    To intersection with Othmar Street 
 
Central Street   from intersection with Fifth Avenue to   north side 
    Intersection with Ocean Road 
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Courtway Street  entire length      south side 
 
Fifth Avenue   from intersection with Kingstown Road to a both sides 
    Point 300’ south there from 
 
Kingstown Road  from intersection at Narragansett Avenue to both sides 
    Intersection with Caswell Street 
 
Mansion Avenue  entire length      west side 
 
Mathewson Street  from intersection of Courtway Street and  east side 
    Mathewson Street to intersection with 
                        Central Street 
 
Othmar Street  entire length      both sides 

Robinson Street  from intersection with Narragansett Avenue to west side 
    Intersection with Central Street 
 
Rockland Street  from intersection with Kingstown Road to  east side 
    Intersection with Central Street 
 
Strathmore Street  entire length      both sides 
 
Taylor Street   entire length      both sides 
 
Watson Avenue  from intersection with Kingstown Road to a both sides 
    Point 400’ south thereof to the end of the  
    Northerly constructed segment of Watson  
    Avenue 
 
Wanda Street   entire length      both sides 
 

Section 7.  Posting of Signs. 

 The Department of Public Works shall post and keep posted signs on each street 
specified in Section 6 hereof, and on Ocean Road between South Pier Road and Beach 
Street, which gives notice of the parking regulations in effect on each street. 
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Section 8.  Special Events. 
 
 The Chief of Police or his\her designee, upon the request of a property owner or 
resident residing or owning property which abuts the streets listed in Section 6 hereof, 
may waive the requirements of this chapter for special events or special circumstances  
and issue guest passes accordingly.  Special events shall include but not be limited to 
weddings, parties, and other similar functions. 
 
Section 9.  Exemptions. 

 This Chapter shall not apply to religious observances and vehicles providing 
service to property which abuts any of the streets listed in Section 6 hereof and on Ocean 
Road between South Pier Road and Beach Street.  Vehicles providing service shall 
include delivery trucks, oil trucks, landscaping vehicles, construction vehicles, and other 
similar vehicles so long as the drive or owner thereof is actually engaged in providing 
service to property fronting on any of the streets listed in Section 6 hereof. 
 
Section 10.  Relation to other sections of the Code of Ordinances. 
 
The passage of this amendment will not supersede other provisions of the Code of 
Ordinances, which shall stay in force, except that all violations of existing parking 
restrictions on the streets named herein above will be subject to the towing provisions of 
Section 5 above. 
 
First reading read and passed in Town Council meeting legally assembled the 2nd day of 
May A. D. 2016. 
 
Second reading read and passed in Town Council meeting legally assembled the 16th day 
of May A. D. 2016. 
ATTEST: 
S/Anne M. Irons 
Anne M. Irons, CMC, Town Clerk    
 
 
EXTEND THE MEETING 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to extend the meeting 15 minutes. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  
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22. A MOTION to APPROVE Change Order Requests 24, 26, 27, and 28 for the 

Public Safety Building Improvements Project with Urbane Construction, in 

the total not-to-exceed amount of $149,928.00.   

Please refer to the attached Project Report and spreadsheet for an update on the status of  

the work and the various Change Order Requests that have been approved, rejected, or  

are pending under this Agenda Item. As noted, the new total project cost (construction  

phase) with these Change Orders included would be $1,467,633.00. 

The original bid was awarded by Town Council on June 1, 2015.  

Funding is available from future bond proceeds (maximum allowable bond amount 

$2 million). 

 
Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

to APPROVE Change Order Requests 24, 26, 27, and 28 for the Public Safety Building  

Improvements Project with Urbane Construction, in the total not-to-exceed amount of  

$149,928.00.   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  

23. A MOTION to REAPPOINT two individuals to the Conservation 

Commission/Tree Board for a three year term to expire on April 30, 2019. 

The Conservation Commission/Tree Board has two seats available for reappointment.  

John J. Kaufman and Kina C. King have both requested reappointment.  
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There is also one vacant seat due to the resignation of William Bivona.  No applications 

are currently on file.  The following indicates the original board appointment date and 

expiration date.  

Name                                   Appointed                         Expiration Date 

John J. Kaufman   2/18/2014   4/30/2016 

Kina C. King    5/20/2013   4/30/2016 

Vacant (Bivona)   -----    4/30/2016  

 

According to the Council rules, no person shall be appointed to serve concurrently on 

more than one commission, committee or board created by the Town Council, with the  

exception of ad hoc commissions, committees or boards, or dual appointments required 

by charter, ordinance or resolution. 

 

Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file are given appropriate 

consideration before a person is appointed to a second board or committee and the 

appointment will not violate the town charter.   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to REAPPOINT Kina C. King to the Conservation Commission/Tree Board for 

a three year term to expire on April 30, 2019. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to REAPPOINT John J. Kaufman to the Conservation Commission/Tree Board 

for a three year term to expire on April 30, 2019. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourns at 11:29 p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS  
                                                                                  PRESENTED/AMENDED 

                                                                                 

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk 
 
A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 
meeting. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg  



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION MEETING 

May 9, 2016 MINUTES 
 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, May 9, 2016 at 6:41 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present: Matthew M. Mannix, President,  

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      James M. Manni, Town Manager 

      Terry Fleming, Chair, Planning Board 

   Michael DeLuca, Director of Community Development  

   Nate Kelly, Consultant, Horsely Witten Group 

  Krista Moravec, Consultant Horsely Witten Group 

       Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the duly advertised public hearing meeting to 

order and leads those in attendance in Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond Ranaldi seconded and it was unanimously 

so voted to OPEN the PUBLIC HEARING on the amendments to the Narragansett 

Comprehensive Plan. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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Matthew M. Mannix, President remarked that the Planning Board held two workshops 

and there was a different version of amendments on the Plan from the last time the 

council met at  work session on the Plan. He asked Terry Fleming, Chair of the Planning 

Board to update the council on the changes that have been made since the council met. 

 

Terry Fleming, Chair of the Planning Board addressed the council.  He first thanked all 

the members of the Planning Board current and past members who spent many hours on 

the Plan. He explained the Planning Board has held 29 public meetings which were not 

part of the Planning Board’s monthly meeting. He also thanked the Community 

Development Staff and the consultants Nate Kelly and Krista Moravec for their work, 

expertise and time on the amendments.  He said they all guided the members of the board 

on what was required to comply with the law.  

 

Mr. Fleming remarked that the plan was a blue print, a direction document that had goals 

and objectives and action plans.  He further explained that there was a certain level of 

detail that the plan was not supposed to contain as the town council was to enact 

ordinances, polices and regulations after the plan has been approved.  He noted that many 

people were frustrated because of that or wished there was more detail in the plan. He 

said it comes from principles and goals and objectives and he hoped people kept that in 

context. 
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It was explained that there were many elements in the Plan that now the town has to 

conform with and provide plans for each element as in accordance with the state law and 

that has been done.  However, some may bae more or less appropriate than Narragansett 

but they had to be addressed in the Plan.  He commented that that was difficult to balance 

all of the interests of all the people in Narragansett. He said they had to represent all 

residents and visitors as well and the Planning Board did that throughout the process and 

did an excellent job of it.  He said since 2012 they wanted to meet as many people as 

possible in the process so they could get involved in it.  Advertisements and articles had 

been done, agendas were posted, website and email notifications and even sandwich 

boards were put up announcing the various meetings in the process. He said the Planning 

Board had a directive to the staff to go beyond what was required to get the word out in 

terms of outreach and he believed that was accomplished. 

 

He further explained that the Planning Board wanted to incorporate as much as possible 

of all the input from the public and he believes the Plan reflects that as they took great 

concern to evaluate everybody’s input.  He said people emailed, gave public and verbal 

testimony, produced reports with pictures and the Planning Board read it all and 

incorporated as much as they could into the Plan. He said some people were 

disillusioned, upset or discouraged because their entire agenda, their entire treatise were 

not included in the Plan however the members of the board took all into account and the 

Plan reflects the overall will of the population.  
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Mr. Fleming discussed mixed use and how people didn’t understand why it was 

addressed as it wasn’t asked for by the people and that it was a threat to people.  He also 

spoke of Historic Districts and how that evolved over a planning process and it was not 

directed asked by people to have historic districts. He said today historic districts are a 

positive thing and well accepted.  He commented that there were 4-5 zones proposed and 

the board members rejected all but one of them. He spoke of the area between Rodman 

and Congdon on Boon Street and how the board members thought it was appropriate for 

mixed using zoning as it would give some of the properties legitimacy on the zone where 

they wouldn’t have to go through all kinds of processes to get approved. He noted that 

currently it was zoned commercial.  He said it could always be changed later through a 

Comp Plan Change and a Zoning Change and he could not understand why the mixed use 

had to be stopped as it was clear what the facts were and it was clear the Planning Board 

recommended and who would benefit from it and what the rights are to properties there 

today.   

Mr. Fleming remarked that many people were constructive and contributed to the Plan 

and were entitled to their own opinion but they were not entitled to their own set of facts. 

He said it should be kept to the facts only and argues the merits of each issue in the Comp 

Plan. 

A discussion ensued on Leroy Thompson Park being in the Plan and that it was rumored 

that it would be converted into a parking lot or parking garage.  When in fact the only  
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reference in the Plan was that it was a centrally located park in the heart of the Pier and it 

was necessary to the surrounding neighbors for recreational purposes. It was noted that a 

discussion was held only that parking was needed on Boon Street. 

 

Nate Kelly, consultant addressed the council with a PowerPoint Presentation on how the 

Plan was structured and where it was headed. He noted it had been a long process and it 

was now in the final stages.  He said they have gone through the public opinion process 

and strategic planning. He explained the Plan was organized in three different volumes, 

the baseline, the roadmap and the action plan. It was noted that the guiding principles 

came from all the public meetings such as maintaining local character and uniqueness, 

enhancing the year round community, protecting natural resources with economic growth 

and reestablishing a town center and recognizing changing demographics and how that 

affects policy and resources.  He reviewed the following element changes: 

Economic Development  

p. 38 – Added text emphasizing importance of Town Beach to local economy   
 (suggested by Beach Sustainability Committee) 
 
p. 40 – Added a bullet to emphasize the focus on growth of small & mid-sized business.  
 (from PB deliberations) 
 
p. 43 – Added policy ED 1.3 c – to emphasize types of business to solicit & support. 
 (from Town Council Workshop & PB deliberations) 
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Housing and Neighborhoods 

p. 75 – Added a context-setting opening paragraph.  (Planning Director) 
 
p. 76 – Revised text of “Neighborhood Character and Design” section to strengthen 
 regulatory standards and clarify the potential use of new tools to ensure 
 appropriate scale of  development.     (Planning Board) 
 

Community Services and Facilities  

p. 56 – Added policy CSF 4.1 b – to seek solutions addressing the integration of student 
 housing with the Town & ensure sufficient law enforcement services are 
 available for all. (numerous commenters during PB deliberations) 
 
P 57 – Expanded Policies CSF 5. 2 & CSF 5.3 to address the need for new Library 
 facility to meet increasing demand and ADA requirements. 
 (Library Board) 
 

Natural Hazards/ Protecting Public Infrastructure 

p. 62 –Added text for protecting natural resources and cross-reference to Hazard          
 Mitigation plan.   (Planning Director) 
 

Minimizing Impacts of Public and Private Property 

Transportation and Circulation  

p. 70 – Added paragraphs on local transit opportunities including potential for use of  
            school buses for seasonal programs and nee for expanded service for seniors. 
 (from Planning Board and public comment) 
 
P 72 – Added reference to pedestrian and bicycle improvements along Boston Neck 
            Road, Narragansett Avenue and Point Judith Road at Ocean Road 
            intersection.  (Town Council workshops & public comment) 
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Historic Cultural and Scenic Resources 

 No significant changes- the formative issues – local historic districts is how the 
 town take care of historic resources and look for ways to integrate and connect the 
 resources, raising awareness of property owners, visitors and public of resource 
 management and administration and find ways of threats to scenic vistas. 
  
Natural Resources 

P. 99 – Added paragraph acknowledging private and non-profit organizations that may 
 assist  the Town in studying and advocating for protection of major waterbodies.  
 (NRPA) 
 
p. 101 – Added text to include reference to recent studies of storm impacts on the Town 
       Beach (from Beach Sustainability Committee) 
 
p. 103 – Added reference to NRPA, Salt Ponds Coalition and URI Watershed Watch as 
       potential partners in water quality monitoring and achieving protection of Town 
               water resources. (NRPA) 
 
p. 103 – Added four policies for ensuring the protection Town natural resources including 
              beach profile, analysis of sea level rise, maintenance of the Seawall and pursuit 
              of dredging options for the Narrow River mouth. (NRPA, Beach Sustainability 
              Committee)  
 
Recreation and Open Space 

p. 107 – Added text encouraging recreational facilities be required in sizable new 
              developments by the owner.   (Planning Board) 
 
p. 108 – Added text noting need for safety measures at rocky shoreline locations      
     accessible to the public.  (Town Council) 
 
p. 108 – Added text strengthening the need for the Town to be involved in State decisions 
    regarding use or disposal of State-owned recreational and open space assets. 
     (Planning Board) 
 
p. 109 – Added text emphasizing the role of the Town Beach being central to the local  
              economy (Beach Sustainability Committee) 
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p. 110 – Added policy to work more closely with state and federal agencies to improve 
               access to the Narrow River in the vicinity of the Sprague Bridge. 
     (NRPA) 
 
p. 111 – Added policy to complete a master plan for the Middlebridge property. 
    (Planning Board)  
Land Use 

p. 22 – Pier Area Special District – Noted opportunity to manage on-street parking with  
           special permits or timed regulations. (Town Council workshop) 
 

p. 22 – Pier Area Special District – Eliminated reference to mixed –use designation 
            for Pier Village or Narragansett Avenue. (Town Council workshops and  
            PB Hearing)  
 
p.24 – Ted Wright Rotary / Caswell Corner – Added text noting need for upgrading 
 Walt’s Way  Industrial Area and improved design standards.   (Town Council 
 workshops & deliberation by Planning Board) 
 
p. 31 – Updated table of parcels requiring zone change to reflect removal of 3 out of 4 
            areas  targeted for mixed use designation.  (deliberation by Planning Board) 
 
p. 27 -  LU Map – Eliminated sites in Bonnet Shores, Pier Village and on Point Judith 
            Road  from mixed use designation.  Reduced but retained a 2-block area of Boon 
            Street.  Limited mixed use designation to 18 lots with frontage on Boon Street 
            currently zoned “BB – Business”.   (deliberation by Planning Board) 
  Also, resolved outstanding questions related to 15 specific sites – 4 recommended 
  for change; 11 recommended for no change.  (numerous individual property 
            owners, Planning Dept. staff & Planning Board) 
 

The following individuals speak and are sworn in and testify: 

Chris Goglia, Jan Buckley, Jeannine Marsh, Susan Rogers, Susan Cesareo, David Winter, 

John Miller, Carol Stuart, Lawrence Benedetti, Pierina Riccitelli  
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Councilor Murray requested that the Community Development office draft a mix use 

ordinance template that the council could look at and review. 

Mr. DeLuca remarked that mixed use districts would vary by the context of which they 

are made.  He explained that a Boon Street Mixed Use District would be different that a 

Galilee Mixed Use district. He said he would be able to prepare a borderline framework 

to see what parameters are regulated within such a regulated ordinance but it would not 

be a completely finished format. 

 

Councilor Buonanno said a better definition of mixed use was needed and people are 

upset that all the other mixed use areas have been eliminated and that one area has not. 

She commented that it was a wonderful Comprehensive Plan through many working  

groups and language has been changed but she did not understand that Mixed Use  was 

still in when the people do not want it and I want to strike it. She said if someone wanted 

to change their property they would need to go through the process. 

 

Councilor Wilkens remarked that the whole stretch was in a commercial zone now and it 

has a combination of mixed use and most want to preserve it and let it grow up and not be 

hardened commercial areas.   He suggested to take a pause and find something that all 

can live with to preserve Boon Street.  He said it has always been a funky combination of 

things. 
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President Mannix said he would continue the public hearing as the council needs to digest 

it all, more group meetings will be held with the planning board and some people 

requested changes in the Land Use Map as well. 

Councilor Ranaldi commented that mixed use needed to be vetted out further and 

discussed by the Planning Board.  He remarked that he did not see anything about 

dedicating the plan for a quiet enjoyment in the neighborhoods.  

Raymond Ranaldi moved, Susan Cicilline Buonanno seconded and it was unanimously so 

voted to CONTINUE the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourns at 9:15 p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS  
                                                                                  PRESENTED/AMENDED 

                                                                                 

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk 
 
 
A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 
meeting. 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

MAY 16, 2016 MINUTES 
 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, May 16, 2016 at 7:30 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present:  Matthew M. Mannix, President,  

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager 

      Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

      Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the meeting to order and leads those in 

attendance in Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES           

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

approve the minutes of the October 5, 2015 Work Session Meeting as presented. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

approve the minutes of the October 19, 2015 Regular Meeting  as presented. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno announced that there was only 5weeks left to sign on to the 

Energy Challenge and to date 368 households have signed up.  She asked the council and 

the residents if they had joined to do so soon. 

SWEARING IN CEREMONY – Police Chief Sean Corrigan  

Acting Police Chief Sean Corrigan was sworn in by President Matthew M. Mannix as 

Chief of Police, Narragansett Police Department. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE: 

A Moment of Silence was held for Doris Manganaro who recently passed away. 

OPEN FORUM: 

Open Forum is now held and the following individuals address the Council, viz: 

Paul Zonfrillo spoke of senior week for the URI Students.  He spoke that 14 buses picked 

up students throughout the town and came back to town at 2:00 a.m.  He believed it was a 

public safety issue for the town.  He asked for enforcement method and he would work 

with the council and solicitor; Stanley Wojciechowski spoke of cost effective government 

and said that it was a police issue for drunks and that it should be done quickly.  He also 

spoke of the 4 unrelated ordinances and it sounds like Narragansett is anti-rental with that 

ordinance.  He also spoke of property rights and liberty and how the ordinance did not  
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consider that; Richard Liner thanked the police for their presence in the neighborhoods 

where students live.  He asked about how to get a special use and what were the options to 

obtain one if he rented to more than 4 people; Carol Stuart addressed the council on the 

buses that picked up the URI Students in her neighborhood.  She said she cleaned up trash 

and asked what she was supposed to do with it as she has to go to the landfill with her own 

trash; Raymond Kagels spoke on the 4 unrelated ordinance and said that it was misguided 

and done with no evidence. He said there were be wasteful spending of town money to 

defend it.  He said it was disgraceful and the Ad Hoc Committee had their own agenda 

and there were two sides to view; 

Annemarie Silveira commented that they were aware that the 4 unrelated ordinance would 

not stop drinking or trash and loss of property.  She also questioned if the people who 

were late on the rental registration form were fined. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The consent agenda is voted on with one motion except #2 and #9. 

1.  A MOTION to APPROVE the waiver of interest for taxpayers in accordance 
with Ordinance 2010-936. 
 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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2. A MOTION to REFER a request from attorney Donald Packer on behalf of 

the Kenneth Ventura and Ernestina Carnevale for a waiver of the Sewer 

Policy for Plat N-A, Lots 30 & 190, vacant land near Boston Neck Road) to the 

Sewer Policy Committee for review. 

REFERRED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens abstained, 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

3. A MOTION to APPROVE the recommendations of the Sewer Policy 

Committee relative to the granting/denial of waivers for Plat N-R, Lots 1154-

1155 (Sebago Trail \ vacant parcel), Plat N-S, Lot 513 (80 Bayberry Road), 

and Plat Y-4, Lot 4 (Westlake’s Garage, 707 Point Judith Road) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

4. A MOTION to APPROVE the contract extension for General Plumbing/Pipe 

Fitting Services for a one-year period with Stedman & Kazounis Plumbing & 

Heating, at their quoted prices and rates, under the same terms and conditions 

as the original contract. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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5. A MOTION to APPROVE the Lead Soil Remediation Follow-up Work from 

ENPRO (formerly TMC Environmental Services) at their proposal price of 

$5,850.00. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

6. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase and installation of one (1) exterior 

security camera for the West Lot of the Town Beach from Galaxy Integrated 

Technologies, in the amount of $6,372.57. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

7. A MOTION to APPROVE the additional services of Bacon and Company, 

LLC to assist in updating the Fixed Assets accounting for the Town, in an 

amount not to exceed $6,500.00. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

8. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of two (2) portable radios and 

accessories from Motorola Solutions Inc., pursuant to the State of Rhode 

Island Master Price Agreement, in the total amount of $8,371.00. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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9. A MOTION to APPROVE a Class F Alcoholic Beverage License for the 

Narragansett Lions Club for July 29 and 30, 2016 at Veterans Memorial Park, 

subject to state and local regulations. 

Matthew Mannix reminded everyone of the dates for the Blessing of the Fleet 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

CHANGE ORDER OF AGENDA 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to switch the order of items 11 and 10. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

OLD BUSINESS: 

# 11 was actually voted on before #10. 

10. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 14 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled 

Businesses. 

This ordinance amendment changes the Rental Registration form to include the maximum  

number of tenants per unit at one time.  Including this information provides for the most  

efficient and effective enforcement of the 4 unrelated persons per household use  

restriction contained in the Zoning Ordinance.  Applications which indicate tenants in  
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excess of 4 unrelated persons per unit, or those left blank will be not be accepted by the  

Town.  Operators who rents in violation of the ordinance are subject to sanction undertake  

Registration Ordinance in addition to any applicable Zoning Ordinance.  

Including this information in the form also provides the Zoning Official an opportunity to  

communicate to the rental operator what if any zoning relief the operator should seek to  

rent in excess of 4 unrelated persons per unit.  

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted  

to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the  

Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Businesses. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix abstain 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 1018 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 14 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “BUSINESSES” 
 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 
 
Section 518(b), (Registration), of Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 

Narragansett, entitled “Businesses” is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
(b) Form. The rental registration form shall indicate the tax assessor's plat and lot 

number, address of the rental dwelling/unit, the number of rental dwelling units 
therein, the name and permanent mailing address of the record owner, and the 
maximum number of tenants at one time, and period of occupancy (summer, 
September to June, or other).  
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Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances  

or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

2nd day of May, 2016. 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

16th day of May, 2016. 

ATTEST: 
S/Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 

11. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 731 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled 

Zoning. 

In response to extensive community concerns over quality of life issues reported by 

 residents in various Town neighborhoods, the Town Council established an Ad Hoc  

Commission on Student Rental Issues in 2014.  The Ad Hoc Committee has issued a  

report to the Council laying out a series of findings and recommendations to alleviate  

various quality of life and safety issues attendant to the high concentration of student  

rentals in certain Narragansett neighborhoods.  

Included in the wide-ranging Ad Hoc Committee report are extensive findings and  

recommendations related to the Town’s zoning laws and enforcement.  The Town Council  

has considered these recommendations, and received extensive public comment in work  

sessions and regular meetings. The Council now seeks to implement one of the key  

recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee: that the town should enact and enforce an  
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ordinance which prohibits more than 4 unrelated persons from occupying a single  

household.  

Narragansett ordinances currently prohibit more than 3 unrelated persons in a household,  

although that ordinance has not been enforced since a Superior Court judge struck down  

the ordinance in 1994 in the case of DiStefano v. Haxton. 

Notwithstanding a strong legal argument that the existing ordinance is now enforceable  

due to changes in the ordinance to reflect state law, the Town Council has reached a  

consensus that increasing the limit on unrelated persons from three to four would be the  

most appropriate method of lessening the intensity of use that has been created by  

proliferation of student rental properties in excess of 4 unrelated persons.  

This increase in the limit will also limit the economic burden that enforcement of the  

existing ordinance might place on property owners who have invested in increasing the  

tenant capacity of their rental properties beyond what is allowed in the current ordinance.   

State law requires any requested amendment to a Town’s zoning ordinance be submitted 

to the Planning Board for recommendation, and that the Board, with the aid of the  

planning department, shall make a recommendation within 45 days.  The State law also  

requires the Town Council hold a Public Hearing on the amendment.  The Planning Board  

held hearings on the proposal on March 9, 2016 and the matter is now before the Council. 

The public hearing was held at the March 21, 2016 town council meeting and after 

public testimony was heard and considered the town council directed to place the first  

reading of the proposed ordinance on the April 4, 2016 meeting to introduce, read, pass  
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and accept the proposed definition of household. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted   

to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the  

Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled Zoning. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye,   Matthew M. Mannix aye 

    TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 1017 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 731 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “ZONING” 
 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows:  

Section 1:  Section 2.2, (Definitions) (Households) of Chapter 731 of the Code of  

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Zoning” is hereby amended to read as  

follows:  

Household. One or more persons living together in a single dwelling unit, with common  

access to, and common use of, all living and eating areas and all areas and facilities for the 

preparation and storage of food within the dwelling unit. The term "household unit" shall  

be synonymous with the term "dwelling unit" for determining the number of such units  

allowed within any structure on any lot in a zoning district. An individual household shall  

consist of any one of the following:  
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(a) A family, which may also include servants and employees living with the  family; 

or 

(b) A person or group of unrelated persons living together. The maximum  number 

shall be four persons.  

Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances  

or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

4th day of April, 2016. 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 16th   

day of  May, 2016. 

ATTEST: 

S/Anne Irons, Town Clerk 

 

CHANGE OF ORDER: 

Raymond Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is unanimously so voted to  

Move #17 to the top of new business. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye,   Matthew M. Mannix aye 

# 17 was voted on first under New Business 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

12. A MOTION to ADOPT the Appropriation Ordinance for the 2016-17 Fiscal 

Year. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so vote to 

ADOPT the Appropriation Ordinance for the 2016-17 Fiscal Year. 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER  1019 

  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, PROVIDING THAT THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND 

BE AMENDED BY THE ENACTMENT OF THE BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF 
NARRAGANSETT FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING THE 1ST DAY OF JULY 2016 AND 

ENDING THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE 2017 AND MAKING APPROPRIATIONS OF 
SAID TOWN TO SAID FISCAL YEAR AND ORDERING THE ASSESSMENT AND 

LEVY OF TAXES ON THE ASSESSMENT ROLL PREPARED BY THE TAX 
ASSESSOR OF SAID TOWN AS OF DECEMBER 31, A.D. 2015. 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

SECTION 1.    The following budget for the Town of Narragansett for the fiscal year of 

said Town of Narragansett beginning July 1, 2016 is hereby enacted and adopted as 

follows; and the following appropriations are hereby made in the amounts of money set 

opposite the respective purpose for which the same are made. 

2016  -  2017 BUDGET 

GENERAL FUND 

REVENUES 
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 GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES  

 Current Year Collections $48,586,127 

 Prior Year Collections $236,000 

 TOTAL TAX COLLECTIONS $48,822,127 

   
   
 INVESTMENT & INTEREST INCOME  

 Interest on Delinquent Taxes $185,000 

 Earnings from Investments $110,000 

 TOTAL INVESTMENT & INTEREST INCOME $295,000 

   
 INTERGOVERNMENTAL  

 Motor Vehicle Phase-Out $60,810 

 Fed PILOT/  Revenue Sharing $71,000 

 Share of Beach Parking Fees $190,000 

 Share of Telephone Tax $195,635 

 Share of Hotel Tax $265,200 

 Share of Meal Tax $635,682 

 School Housing Aid $486,480 

 TOTAL STATE  AND FEDERAL AID $1,904,807 
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 PILOT PAYMENTS  

 Beach Fund $207,447 

 Housing Authority $1,590 

 Water Fund $32,015 

 Wastewater Fund $142,992 

 Charter School $500 

 TOTAL PILOT PAYMENTS $384,544 

   
   
 INTERFUND REVENUES  

 Water Fund: Admin Assessment $139,089 

 Wastewater Fund: Admin Assessment $428,060 

 Beach Fund: Admin Assessment $133,342 

 Surplus Equipment fund $50,000 

 Vehicle Maintenance  $120,000 

 Rental Registration Transfer $125,000 

 TOTAL INTERFUND PAYMENTS $995,491 

   
   
 LICENSES AND PERMITS  

 Inspect Services-Building Permits $335,000 

 Har Master: Rental of Moorings $61,000 
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 Plan Board: Variance & Exception Fees $14,000 

 Fire: Fire Alarm Inspection Fees $10,000 

 Public Works: Road Open Permits $2,100 

 Police: VIN Inspection Fees $4,000 

 TOTAL LICENSES & PERMITS $426,100 

   
   
 FINES & FORFEITURES  

 Police: Fees & Fines $15,000 

 Municipal Court: Fines & Fees $268,921 

 TOTAL FINES & FORFEITURES $283,921 

   
   
   
 MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES  

 Police: Finger Print Receipts $3,000 

 Town Clerk: General Receipts $656,000 

 Town Clerk: Alcohol Beverage Licenses $35,000 

 Police: Special Detail Receipts $123,800 

 Cellular Tower Rents $168,049 

 Other or Miscellaneous Receipts $40,400 

 Fire: Emergency Medical Services $365,000 

 Police: Miscellaneous Receipts $7,000 
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 Concessions $2,650 

 Fire Marshal's  Plan Reviews $23,000 

 TOTAL MISC. RECEIPTS $1,423,899 

   
   
 PARKS & RECREATION RECEIPTS  

 Community Center Rents $8,200 

 General / Misc Receipts $14,500 

 Basketball Receipts $41,075 

 Workshop Receipts $31,000 

 The Camp $60,000 

 TOTAL PARKS & RECREATION RECEIPTS $154,775 

   
   
 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES  

 Fund Balance Approp $531,262 

 TOTAL OTHER FINANCING SOURCES $531,262 

   
   
 TOTAL GENERAL FUND REVENUE $55,221,926 

   
   
 GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES  

   
 TOWN COUNCIL $56,862 
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 TOWN SOLICITOR $125,000 

 BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS $20,150 

 TOWN MANAGER $283,041 

 HUMAN RESOURCES $123,306 

 TOWN CLERK $386,031 

 MUNICIPAL COURT $217,298 

 BOARD OF CANVASSERS $135,203 

 FINANCE AND PURCHASING $425,285 

 ACCOUNTING $440,872 

 TAX COLLECTIONS $294,786 

 TAX ASSESSOR $268,508 

 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY $367,011 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT $431,004 

 BUILDING INSPECTION $410,703 

 DISPATCHING $995,165 

 POLICE  $6,425,470 

 ANIMAL CONTROL $201,040 

 HARBOR MASTER $40,412 

 FIRE $5,189,117 

 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT $13,100 
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 ENGINEERING $287,170 

 PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION $389,284 

 FACILITIES MAINTENANCE $255,240 

 HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE $1,795,080 

 VEHICLE MAINTENANCE $660,855 

 PARK AND RECREATION ADMINISTRATION $185,721 

 PARKS MAINTENANCE $777,752 

 RECREATIONS PROGRAMS $469,679 

      OPERATING DEPARTMENTS TOTAL $21,670,145 

 TRANSFERS $7,493,864 

 EDUCATION TRANSFER $24,735,185 

 TOWNWIDE EXPENSES $855,041 

 CONTINGENCY $300,000 

 SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS $167,691 

      TOTAL GENERAL FUND BUDGET $55,221,926 

   
 EDUCATION  

 EXPENDITURES  

 Salaries $16,123,694 

 Employee Benefits $7,341,973 

 Pur Prof & Tech Services $714,524 
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 Purchased Property Serv $546,539 

 Other Purchased Services $1,571,799 

 Supplies & Materials $1,160,170 

 Property $476,281 

 Dues, Fees-Othr Misc Exp $68,510 

 Other Expenses $30,000 

 Transfer to Capital $1,070,000 

 TOTAL EXPENSES $29,103,490 

   
 REVENUES  

 State Aid $2,150,151 

 Charges for Services $376,000 

 Other Revenue $17,157 

 Total School Revenues $2,543,308 

    

 Town Appropriation $24,735,185 

 Use of Fund Balance $1,824,997 

 TOTAL REVENUE $29,103,490 

   
   
   
 WATER FUND  
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 REVENUES  

 Appropriated Reserve $27,226 

 Assessment for Capital Improvements $750,000 

 Current Year Receipts $2,111,319 

 Interest Delinquent Payments $10,309 

 Miscellaneous Receipts $2,000 

 Hydrants $45,000 

 Repairs / New Service Charges $20,000 

      TOTAL WATER REVENUE $2,965,854 

   
 EXPENDITURES  

 PERSONNEL  $781,476 

 OPERATING $891,878 

 CAPITAL $1,292,500 

 DEBT $0 

      TOTAL WATER  EXPENDITURES $2,965,854 

   
   
 WASTEWATER FUND  

 REVENUES  

 Appropriated Reserve $139,928 

 Current Year Receipts $3,370,000 
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 Interest Delinquent Payments $37,000 

 Storm Damage/Grants $1,000,000 

 Interest on Investments $56,000 

 Pretreatment Revenue $33,080 

 Miscellaneous Receipts $2,508 

 Sewer Permits $2,400 

 Lot Develop Fee Apportion $14,400 

 Lot Develop Fee Billing $115,200 

 North End Assessment Billing $672,000 

 Assessment Interest & Apportionment. $124,800 

  Sewer Inflow-Infiltration  $85,000 

  Regional WWT Facil  $13,000 

      TOTAL WASTEWATER REVENUE $5,665,316 

   
 EXPENDITURES  

 PERSONNEL  $1,246,783 

 OPERATING $1,963,971 

 CAPITAL $1,998,177 

 DEBT $456,385 

      TOTAL WASTEWATER  EXPENDITURES $5,665,316 
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 BEACH FUND  

 REVENUES  

 Appropriated Reserve $94,380 

 Miscellaneous Receipts $16,900 

 Concerts & Fireworks $18,311 

 Passes/Adult $203,320 

 Parking/Seasonal $153,410 

 Parking/Daily $225,000 

 Daily Admissions $775,000 

 Concession $142,300 

 Passes/Youth $45,210 

 North Beach Cabanas $207,500 

 North Beach Pavilion $184,000 

 North Beach Club House $45,015 

 Guest Passes $22,400 

 Sr Nonresident/Seasonal $22,120 

 South Pavilion Seasonal Locker $103,400 

 North Pavilion Parking $22,930 

 South Pavilion Parking $17,600 

 Beach Tent Rental $0 
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      TOTAL BEACH FUND REVENUES $2,298,796 

   
 EXPENDITURES  

 PERSONNEL  $878,732 

 OPERATING $722,807 

 CAPITAL $697,257 

      TOTAL BEACH FUND EXPENDITURES $2,298,796 

   
   
 MIDDLEBRIDGE RECREATION FUND  

 REVENUE  

 Residential Rents $40,000 

 Har Master-Slip Rents $24,850 

 Miscellaneous Receipts $1,000 

 Concessions-Kayak Rent $12,000 

 Total Operating Revenue $77,850 

 Transfer-General Fund $105,095 

      TOTAL REVENUE $182,945 

   
 EXPENDITURES  

 OPERATING $30,450 

 DEBT $152,495 
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      TOTAL EXPENDITURES $182,945 

   
   
   
 

 

Section 2. There is hereby levied and ordered the assessment 

and the collection of a tax on the ratable real estate and tangible 

personal property and a tax on the registered motor vehicles 

and trailers in the Town of Narragansett between the sum of 

$48,000,000 and $51,000,000.  Said tax is for ordinary 

expenses and charges, for the payment of interest and 

indebtedness in whole or in part of said Town, and for other 

purpose authorized by law.  The Assessor shall assess and 

apportion said tax on the inhabitants and ratable property of 

said Town as of the 31st day of December 2015 at the close of 

business, according to law, and the resulting tax roll, certified 

by the Assessor, shall be delivered to the Town Clerk no later 

than the 30th day of June 2016.  The Town Clerk on receipt of 

said assessment, shall forthwith issue and affix to said copy of 

warrant under her hand directed to the Collector of taxes of said 

Town commanding her to proceed and collect said tax of the 

persons and estates liable therefore. 
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 Real and personal property taxes upon assessed valuations 

determined by the Tax Assessor as of December 31, 2015 and 

taxes upon registered motor vehicles and trailers assessed upon 

valuations determined by the Tax Assessor as of December 31, 

2015, shall be due and payable on and between the 1st of July 

and the 31st day of July 2016.  All taxes remaining unpaid after 

said 31st day of July 2016 shall carry until collected a penalty at 

the rate of twelve (12%) percent per annum upon each unpaid 

tax; provided, however, as follows: 

 

   
 Except as provided for below, said tax may be paid in quarterly 

installments, the first installment of twenty-five(25%) percent 

on or before the 31st day of July 2016 and the remaining 

installments as follows: 

 

 Twenty-five (25%) percent on or before the 31st day of October 

2016 

 

 Twenty-five (25%) percent on or before the 31st day of January  

2017 

 

 Twenty-five (25%) percent on or before the 30st day of  

April 2017 
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 Each installment of taxes, if received by the Tax Collector on 

or before the last day of each installment period successively 

and in order, shall be free from any charge for interest. 

 

   
 Installment periods are the months of July, October, January 

and April.  When the last day of an installment period falls on a 

weekend, then the following Monday will be considered the 

last day, however, for walk-in payments only. 

 

   
 If the first installment or any succeeding installment of taxes is 

not received by the Tax Collector by the last day of the 

respective installment period or periods as they occur, then the 

whole tax or remaining unpaid balance of the tax, as the case 

may be, shall immediately become due and payable and shall 

carry, until collected, a penalty at the rate of twelve (12%) 

percent per annum from July 1st; provided, however, that any 

customer or taxpayer who had forfeited the right to quarterly 

installments because of late payment of installments shall 

regain the right to quarterly installments for the balance of the 

fiscal year if the installment and interest due is paid in full. 

 

 Any interest due of less than one ($1.00) dollar shall be waived.  
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 First Reading read and passed in Town Council meeting legally 

assembled the 2nd  day of May, A.D. 2016 

 

 Second Reading read and passed in Town Council meeting 

legally assembled the 16th day of May, A.D. 2016 

 

 Attest: 
S/Anne M. Irons 
CMC, Town Clerk 

 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

13. A MOTION to ADOPT the second Reading, text revision of the definitions of 

Building Coverage and Site Coverage in the Zoning Ordinance. 

The Community Development Department originally submitted a proposed text revision 

for each of these terms as part of the “omnibus “regulatory changes.  The “omnibus” bill  

 

is intended to periodically make minor changes in text that may provide clarification or 

correction of to an element of the Zoning Regulations.   

Per advice of the Town Solicitor, these definitions were removed for more in-depth 

deliberations by the Planning Board.    On March 15, 2016, the Planning Board  

reconsidered the two subject definitions resulting in clarifying revisions to both.  On April 

18, 2016 the Town Council held a public hearing on this matter.  In the course of the  
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hearing a minor revision to the draft text was discussed and agreed upon, that the 15% 

waiver for open sundecks would be limited to the R-10 and R-20 zones.  Text of the 

attached ordinance reflects this decision.  The first reading was held on May 2, 2016. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

ADOPT the second Reading, text revision of the definitions of Building Coverage and 

Site Coverage in the Zoning Ordinance. 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER   1020   

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 731 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE IN RELATION TO ZONING” AS IT RELATES TO 
AMENDMENTS TO DEFINITIONS. 

 
It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled 
“An Ordinance in Relation to Zoning” is hereby amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 2.  Section 2.2 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled “Definitions” is amended by 
deleting the definitions of ‘Coverage, building’ and ‘Coverage, site’ and replacing them 
with the new revised definitions as follows: 
 
Coverage, building. That percentage of the lot area covered by the combined area of all 
buildings or structures on the lot, (i.e., building area divided by lot area). Notwithstanding 
the above, the structural components installed as part of a runoff or erosion control 
mitigation system, and/or the wetted surface of an above or in-ground pool shall not be  
 
counted in this calculation.  In addition, where the structural improvements onsite have  
met, but not exceeded,  or are proposed to meet but not exceed, the maximum allowance 
regulated in Section 6.4 or 6.5, non-roofed open sundecks totaling up to 15% of the 
adjacent residential unit’s overall footprint in the R-10 and R-20 Residential Zones shall 
be exempt.   
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Coverage, site. That percentage of the lot area covered by the building area, plus covered 
porches, walkways, driveways, parking areas and other concrete, asphalt, or other 
structures or  impervious surfaces that do not absorb stormwater. Notwithstanding the 
above, non-roofed, open sundecks and stairways shall not be included in this classification 
but will be counted toward building coverage in accordance with the definition of building 
coverage.  
 
SECTION 3.     This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other 
ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 
2nd day of May, 2016. 
 
Second reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 16th 
day of May, 2016. 
 
ATTEST:  
S/Anne Irons, CMC Town Clerk                                                                                                                   
 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix nay 

14. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading 

An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70, of the Code of Ordinances of the Town 

of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation And Finance. 

This ordinance amendment brings the Town’s property tax appeal ordinance into 

agreement with the R.I.G.L. § 44-5-26 which sets forth the procedure and timetable for 

 municipal tax appeals.  Currently, the Town ordinance provides for a 120 day appeal 

period, whereas the State law mandates 90 days. Making this change will provide for a 

uniform and predictable process.  
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to INTRODUCE, READ PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading An Ordinance 

in Amendment of Chapter 70, of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, 

Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation And Finance. 

Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor addressed the council on the ordinance.  He noted 

that the town has 120 days to appeal and the state law has a 90 day appeal process and is 

confusing to people.  He said now if the state law changes the town ordinance would flow 

through the town’s ordinance.  

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

15. A MOTION to SCHEDULE a WORK SESSION between the Town Council 

and the town Auditors (Bacon & Company LLC) regarding the FY 2014-2015 

annual audit. 

Each year the town’s auditing firm conducts an audit of the town’s finances.  As part of 

the review and certification of the town’s finances, the auditing firm of Bacon & Company 

LLC will be presenting its findings from the most recent audit. 

 

The suggested date is Monday, June 20, 2016.  Following the work session, the auditing 

firm will have an opportunity to present its findings to the general public as part of the 

regular Town Council Meeting.   
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to SCHEDULE a WORK SESSION between the Town Council and the town 

Auditors (Bacon & Company LLC) regarding the FY 2014-2015 annual audit. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

16. A MOTION to APPROVE the contractual agreement between the Town of 

Narragansett and Anthony Wojcik to perform electrical inspections for the Building 

Official’s Office from June 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017. 

The current Electrical Inspector David Wilks’ contract is set to expire on June 30, 2016 

but he is resigning effective May 31, 2016 due to the increase work volume of his own 

personal business.  Anthony Wojcik will be an excellent replacement and has even served 

as the Town’s Electrical Contractor previously.  Mr. Wojcik’s contract will expire on June 

30, 2017 and he will have an annual salary of $15,000.00.  There is no increase in salary 

for this position. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to APPROVE the contractual agreement between the Town of Narragansett and 

Anthony Wojcik to perform electrical inspections for the Building Official’s Office from 

June 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye  
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#17 was actually voted on first under New Business 

17. A MOTION to AUTHORIZE an appropriation from the Town’s Contingency 

Fund to the VFW Post 916, South Kingstown, Rhode Island in the amount of $5,000 

for the renovation and rehabilitation of the  VFW Post 916. 

At the Town Council meeting of May 2, 2016, Jim Murray, Senior Vice Commander of 

the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 916 located in Wakefield addressed the council on the 

renovation and rehabilitation project proposed for the Post and requested an appropriation 

of $ 2,000 from the town. Councilor Murray recommends that the council approve an 

appropriation from the current fiscal year contingency fund in the amount of $5,000 to the 

Veterans’ of Foreign Wars Post 916. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to AUTHORIZE an appropriation from the Town’s Contingency Fund to the 

VFW Post 916, South Kingstown, Rhode Island in the amount of $5,000 for the 

renovation and rehabilitation of the VFW Post 916. 

Patrick Murray remarked that the VFW Post had requested $2,000 however he asked the 

council to support $5,000 the same amount as the Town of South Kingstown donated to 

the Post. 

Rachel Clough thanked the council for the donation.  She also gave information on the 

Steak Fry scheduled for May 21, 2016. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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18. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of replacement internal cathodic 

protection systems for the North End and Kinney Avenue Water Tanks from 

Corrpro Waterworks, in the total amount of $24,300.00.  

Both the North End and Kinney Avenue Water Tanks are steel construction, and as such 

subject to corrosion due to an electrical reaction known as electrolysis. The degree of 

corrosion can be a function of the moisture (obviously a factor in a water storage tank) and 

the natural electrical current present in a steel\water system.  

All of the water tanks have passive internal cathodic protection systems. Under this 

concept, sacrificial anodes (metal that is more electrochemically “active” than the tank 

walls) are suspended within the tanks, acting as receptors for corrosion. Over time, these 

anodes need to be replaced, as they will corrode to the point of being ineffective. This 

typically happens on a 10-15 year cycle. We have the systems inspected and tested 

annually, to determine the effectiveness of the corrosion control measures. As the only  

way to replace these anodes is when the tanks are empty, we are coordinating this work 

now with the draining of the North End and Kinney Avenue tanks as part of the ongoing 

painting process. The internal cathodic protection systems that are in place at our tanks 

were designed and installed by Corrpro over ten (10) years ago. Corrpro also performs our 

annual inspection and periodic system maintenance. In accordance with the Town of  

Narragansett Code of Ordinances, Section 70-326 and Rhode Island General Laws, 

Chapter 55, Section 45-55-8, the Purchasing Manager, has determined this to be a sole  
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source item.  Funding is available in the Water Enterprise Fund Capital Projects Account 

#0030 50704, Other Capital.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to APPROVE the purchase of replacement internal cathodic protection systems for 

the North End and Kinney Avenue Water Tanks from Corrpro Waterworks, in the total 

amount of $24,300.00. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,   Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

19. A MOTION to APPROVE the Microsoft Exchange and the Microsoft Server 

Upgrade Project from various vendors, in the total amount of $34,303.68. 

This Information Resources project is composed of two phases. Phase one entails the 

replacement of the Microsoft Exchange Server (town wide email) both hardware and  

software.  The current email server has reached its end of life (EOL) where software 

updates are no longer available, posing a security risk.   

Phase two of the project working in tandem with phase one will migrate our current server 

infrastructure to an environment that utilizes a virtual architecture.  Implementation of the 

virtual system will allow for a reduction in hardware.  Our current ten servers will be 

replaced by two.  This is an estimated cost savings of $30,000 over a 5-year period.  The 

project requirements/purchases are as follows: 
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1. Velocity Solutions, LLC    $ 3,200.00 

2. Dell, Exchange Server 2016 $13,182.40 

3. Dell R710 PowerEdge Server $13,259.36 

4. VMware Essentials   $     502.02 

5. Veeam Essentials   $     745.00 

6. VLA Server 2012 R2  $ 3,414.90 

Funding is available in the following IT Capital Project Accounts:  

• 00200130 57070, Server replacement program ($22,039.00) 

• 00200130 57009, Cable program ($10,000.00) 

• 00200130 57071, Equipment replacement ($2,264.68) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to APPROVE the Microsoft Exchange and the Microsoft Server Upgrade Project 

from various vendors, in the total amount of $34,303.68. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

20. A MOTION to RESCIND the BID AWARD for the Town Beach South 

Parking Lot Seawall Rehabilitation Project that was made to the low bidder, 

Narragansett Dock Works, Inc., at their bid price of $131,885.00. 
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On April 4, 2016, the Town Council awarded a contract for the referenced project to 

Narragansett Dock Works, Inc. at their low bid price of $131,885.00. There were a total of 

ten (10) bidders that responded to this bid solicitation. The project documents included an 

engineering design that was stamped by a licensed professional engineer, and an 

aggressive timetable that was designed to allow for a minimal amount of interruption  

with the beach operating season. This last factor is important – we fully recognized that 

the bid prices would most likely be developed to include the “extra” effort necessary to 

complete the project within that stipulated time.  Within our bidding documents, there is 

clear and concise language that requires each bidder to thoroughly familiarize themselves 

with the project requirements, and should they require any interpretation of the 

documents, there is a written procedure to file a request or requests for said interpretation 

prior to the bid date. All questions that are raised in this manner are then answered in  

writing by the Town, with the questions and answers going to all potential bidders in the 

form of a Bid Addendum. Two (2) Addenda were subsequently issued by the Town. 

Narragansett Dock Works did not pose any substantive questions, or propose any alternate 

designs or scheduling changes prior to the bid date.  

After the contract was awarded by the Town, Narragansett Dock Works (NDW) 

(on April 10, 2016) then requested that the design be altered. Another alternate design was 

submitted by NDW on May 2, 2016. This design was not stamped by a licensed engineer, 

and there was no accompanying project implementation schedule. On May 3, 2016, NDW 

submitted a schedule that essentially called for them to have access to the project  
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area through the entire summer. This was totally unacceptable to the Town, and not at all 

in conformance with the stipulated timetable that was included within the bidding 

documents. The bidding documents noted that all work must be completed on or before 

May 17, 2016.   On May 10, 2016, NDW submitted a letter again noting the desire to  

alter the project design, and noted that the time proposed in their schedule was what was 

required to complete the work.  

It is clear the Narragansett Dock Works does not wish to perform the project in 

accordance with the original design plans and stipulated project schedule. In fairness to all 

of the other bidders, who we can assume prepared their bids in accordance with both the 

project design and schedule, since we did not receive any requests through the Addendum 

process to alter either facet of the project, this office is not willing to acquiesce to the 

requests of NDW to change both the design and the schedule. 

While we have always been willing to evaluate a properly stamped and submitted (in a 

timely fashion) alternate design, one that comes in a month after the bid award, given the 

stipulated project schedule, doesn’t work for us. In addition, the proposed schedule by 

NDW is completely unacceptable. Quite frankly, if NDW did not believe that the design 

and schedule as stipulated with the public bidding documents was not proper or adequate, 

they had three (3) choices; raise these issues during the pre-bid period (as required by the 

bidding process) (they did not), submit a bid that would comply with both the design and 

schedule (they apparently did not), or simply not submit a bid on this project. It is clear 

that NDW added a fourth option of their choosing – submit a bid, and then, once the 
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contract was awarded, request an alternate design and a significantly altered schedule. We 

are under no obligation whatsoever to accept either, and any effort spent in that regard is 

at the contractor’s sole risk.  

Noting that there are at least certain temporary measures that need to be completed prior 

to the full opening of the beach season, we offered NDW the opportunity to implement the 

temporary repair measures now (at their expenses, noting that the delay was strictly their 

doing), and then conduct the full project in the fall at their same bid price. On May 10, 

2016, NDW refused this option. It is readily apparent that this contractor believes that he 

can dictate both the terms of the design and the project schedule to us – that is completely 

unacceptable – he clearly had but did not take the opportunity to question this project (or 

not bid on it) before the bid date.  

Unfortunately, we are now in a situation where the most appropriate course of action is to 

rescind this award, engage another contractor to implement temporary repairs before the 

full start of the season (and that places a severe burden on us from a timing standpoint), 

and then re-bid the project for a fall start. The Town Manager would not recommend 

approaching the second low bidder, as he believes that the other bids reflected pricing that 

included a rapid project schedule this spring. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to RESCIND the BID AWARD for the Town Beach South Parking Lot Seawall 

Rehabilitation Project that was made to the low bidder, Narragansett Dock Works, Inc., at 

their bid price of $131,885.00. 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
May 16, 2016  
Book 57 Page 390 

 

Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager noted the town will go back out to bid in the fall. 

He said it was a compressed timetable however Narragansett Dock Works, Inc. advised 

that the work would not be done until the summer time and also tried to change the project 

specifications.  

Resident Patrick Brady  spoke. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

21. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading 

 An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 46 of the Code of Ordinances of the 

 Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Miscellaneous Offenses. 

In our continuing effort to bring our ordinances current with rapidly evolving technology, 

his new section is intended to promote and protect the personal privacy and public safety 

of our Town Beach patrons during the summer season and all persons that patronize 

Narragansett municipal venues and large public gatherings/events throughout the year.  

This ordinance also protects our residents against the physical invasion of privacy that 

occurs when a drone, without permission, knowingly enters onto the land or into the 

airspace above the land of our town residents for the purposes of viewing, capturing an 

image or sound recording.   
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading  An Ordinance 

in Amendment of Chapter 46 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, 

Rhode Island, Entitled Miscellaneous Offenses. 

Christopher Wilkens read the agenda item to the audience. He noted it was to regulate 

Drones in the town.  He said it was not for the casual drone flyer it was for the town beach 

and town property and a permit is needed to fly over an event. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix nay 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 46 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES” 
 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 
Section 16, (Unmanned aircraft systems, commonly known as drones), of Chapter 46 of 
the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Miscellaneous Offenses”  
is hereby enacted to read as follows: 
 

Sec. 46-16. - Unmanned aircraft systems, commonly known as drones; Public safety, 
personal privacy 
(a) Purpose and intent. This section is intended to promote personal privacy, public 
safety, and protecting people who patronize Narragansett municipal venues and attend 
large public events from the flying of unmanned aircraft systems ("UAS") in and over 
such large gatherings of people. The Town Council wishes to regulate the use of UAS, 
commonly known as drones, within a thousand foot radius around the Town Beach during 
beach season and over other large venue special events in public parks, public facilities, 
streets, plazas, open spaces and the like that will attract large groups of people. All 
restrictions are intended to protect persons gathered in groups where a UAS incident  
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would cause greater harm and risk of injury due to a greater number of people gathered in 
a close proximity. It is not intended to restrict legitimate hobbyists operating UAS in 
compliance with FAA rules and any other applicable laws, and outside of the prohibited 
areas. This Section is not intended to preempt FAA rules, but rather to operate in  
 
conjunction with those rules to promote public safety while recognizing the limitation in 
the FAA's enforcement capabilities.  
 
(b) Definitions.  
Applicant shall mean the person or corporation that registers their UAS provided all the 
requirements in the code have been met.  
Large venue special event shall mean any event held in a public space, open space, plaza, 
street, park, stadium, or any open-air facility or closed-air facility that is open to the 
public, ticketed and/or non-ticketed audience and is an event intended to attract people. A 
large venue special event includes but is not limited to, a sporting event, concert, festival, 
protest, etc.   
 
 
Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) shall mean an unmanned aircraft or unmanned aircraft 
system that can fly under the control of a remote pilot or by global positioning system 
(GPS) guided autopilot mechanism. UAS are more commonly known as "drones."  
Beach season shall mean the Saturday before Memorial Day to the day after Labor Day.  
Event principal shall mean the person or organization which has obtained a permit to 
conduct a large venue special event. The event principal for the Town Beach shall be the 
Town of Narragansett.  
 
(c) Prohibitions.  
 
(1) Unless otherwise exempt under this section, UAS are prohibited from being 
deployed, launched or flown in any airspace within 500 feet or over the Town Beach 
during beach season, any large venue special event in the Town of Narragansett, and over 
public parks, roads and public facilities during large venue special events.  
 
(2) In all other areas of the town, the following restrictions shall apply: 
 
a. UAS may not be larger than five pounds including any attachments, and may not be 
equipped with detachable cargo, releasable payload, or any device equipped to carry a 
weapon. Any modifications to a UAS must be pursuant to FAA approval and registered 
via the town's application process.  
 
b. UAS over five pounds may be operated only by a registered member of the 
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA), if the operator is subjected to and compliant  
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with AMA rules. Notwithstanding the weight limit, all other provisions of this section 
shall apply.  
 
c.  UAS may not be used to engage in either a physical or constructive invasion of 
privacy.  
 i.   A physical invasion of privacy occurs when the person knowingly enters onto 
the land or into the airspace above the land of another person without permission or 
otherwise commits a trespass in order to capture any type of visual image, sound 
recording, or other physical impression of the plaintiff engaging in a private, personal, or 
familial activity and the invasion occurs in a manner that is offensive to a reasonable 
person 
 ii.  A constructive invasion of privacy occurs when the defendant attempts to 
capture, in a manner that is offensive to a reasonable person, any type of visual image, 
sound recording, or other physical impression of the person engaging in a personal or 
familial activity under circumstances in which the person had a reasonable expectation of 
privacy, through the use of any device, regardless of whether there is a physical trespass, 
if this image, sound recording, or other physical impression could not have been achieved 
without a trespass unless the device was used. 
 
d. Conditions in subsections (2) a. and b. above shall be included as conditions in the 
application process.  
 
(d) Application.  
 
(1) An event principal, or their designee, may apply for a permit to operate a UAS in 
conjunction with a permit to organize a large venue special event. Such permit will issue 
at the sole discretion of the Town, based on considerations of the type of activities which 
would tend to damage private/public property, endanger the public or event attendees, or 
which are likely to create an atmosphere which would discourage use of town-owned 
property, other locations or venues for their intended purpose.  
a. The application form shall be completed by the applicant. 
b. The application shall be processed by the Town Clerk’s office, and require the 
assent of the Chief of Police or his/her designee. 
c. The applicant's form shall require the name of applicant, valid governmental issued 
identification, current address and phone number(s) of applicant, photograph of UAS to be 
registered, UAS name and serial number or product number, and statement of purpose for 
use of the UAS.  
d. Applications must be made at least 7 days prior to requested usage time of UAS to 
ensure proper review of application by town officials.  
e. Applications are subject to a processing fee of $25. 
f. Same—Rules and conditions. The following rules and conditions shall apply to 
applications sought pursuant to this section:  
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1. UAS activity described in this article is allowed on a first come, first served basis. 
2. Applications are nontransferable, and are valid only on the date specified thereon. 
3. The applicant shall be held responsible for any damage and be liable to any third 
party.  
4. The applicant shall observe, obey and comply with the rules and regulations 
established by this section, as well as all applicable town, county, state and federal laws, 
rules and regulations.  
5. The applicant shall assume all risk in the use of the UAS and shall be solely 
responsible and answerable in damages for all accidents and injury to person or property, 
as well as fines in connection with violations of this section or other applicable law.  
6. Special conditions related to safety may be imposed for particular large venue 
special events depending upon occupancy or other safety considerations.  
(e) Exemptions. This section shall not prohibit the use of UAS by an applicant under 
this section or by any law enforcement or fire rescue agency for lawful purposes and 
operated in a lawful manner. Notwithstanding the prohibitions set forth in this section, 
nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit, limit, or otherwise restrict any person 
who is authorized by the Federal Aviation Administration to operate small unmanned 
aircraft in any town air space, pursuant to Sections 331—336 of the FAA Modernization 
and Reform Act of 2012 or certificate of waiver, certificate of  
 
authorization, or airworthiness certificate under section 44704 of Title 49 of United States 
Code or other Federal Aviation Administration grant of authority for a specific  
flight operation or operations, from conducting such operation(s) in accordance with the 
authority granted by the Federal Aviation Administration.  
 
(f) Enforcement.  

(1) Penalty.  Any person who pleads guilty or is judged in violation of any provision of 
this section shall be subject to the fine in the amount of $500.  UAS operated in violation 
of this chapter will be impounded and held until such fine is paid. 
(2) Adjudication. Any person charged with violating this section shall be entitled to a 
trial in the Municipal Court.  
(g) Liability and insurance.  
(1) Prior to the finalization of the application, the applicant/operator shall furnish to the 
town a signed statement, approved by the town solicitor, that the applicant/operator shall 
hold-harmless, indemnify and defend the town, its elected officials, officers, and 
employees for any claims for damages to property or injury to persons which may be 
occasioned by any activity carried on under the terms of the application.  
(2) Applicant shall furnish and maintain such public liability and property damage 
insurance to protect from all claims and damage to property or bodily injury which may 
arise from operations under the application or in connection therewith subject to an  
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assessment by risk management. The Town of Narragansett shall be named as an 
additional named insure to such policy.  
 
Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances 
or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 
16th day of May, 2016. 
 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the     day 
of June, 2016. 
ATTEST: 
S/Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 
COUNCIL RECESSED FOR FIVE MINUTES 

22. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Parks and Recreation 

Department to submit a Recreation Development Grant to RI DEM for expansion of 

the West Beach Parking Lot. 

The Parks and Recreation Department (assisted by Community Development), is seeking 

approval to submit a Recreation Development Grant to RI DEM for expansion of the West 

Beach Parking Lot on Anne Hoxsie Lane for $37,421.56 with a 20% local match of 

$9,355.88. The 2016 RI Recreation Acquisition & Development Grant Program round has 

been established to encourage and assist municipalities to renovate recreation facilities. 

The deadline for submission is May 27, 2016. 

The existing parking lot was developed in the 1980’s to provide an extension of parking 

for the beach and to be available for functions at the Canonchet Farm site.   The corner lot 

previously used by beach staff has been offline for the past few years in order to re-

purpose it for public use.  It has been targeted for inclusion in the Linear Park associated  
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with the development of Canonchet Farm.  As a result there has been added pressure 

placed on all the existing lots to handle the parking demand.  Staff has had to relocate to 

offsite options including the Elementary School parking lot.   

This grant if approved will enable the Town to replace the parking area lost to the linear 

park without impacting the parking capacity available for paying patrons of the beach.   

Matching Funds are available in Parks & Recreation Trust Account. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to APPROVE the request from the Parks and Recreation Department to submit a 

Recreation Development Grant to RI DEM for expansion of the West Beach Parking Lot. 

Michael DeLuca addressed the council on the grant application. Patrick Brady spoke. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

The council did not go into executive session. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourns at 9:15   p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS  
                                                                                 PRESENTED/AMENDED 

                                                           

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk 
 
A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 
meeting.       https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg  



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

JUNE 6, 2016 MINUTES 
 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, June 6, 2016 at 7:34 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present: Matthew M. Mannix, President, Absent 

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager 

      Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno announced Matthew Mannix would not be in attendance.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem calls the meeting to order and leads those 

in attendance in Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:           

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve 

the Minutes of the October 26, 2015 Work Session as presented. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve  

the Minutes of the November 2, 2015 Regular Meeting as presented. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  Susan Cicilline-

Buonanno aye 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve  

the Minutes of the November 16, 2015 Work Session Meeting as presented. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve 

the minutes of the November 16, 2015 Regular Meeting as presented. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye  

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

PRESENTATION 

Teresa Tanzi State Representative District 34 addressed the council on the history of the 

salt shed and the future of the salt shed.  She said she had endless discussions with 

RIDOT to improve the site plan of the huge salt shed barn.  She also noted she had asked 

the Speaker of the House for more dollars to be allocated to improve the landscaping.  

Ms. Tanzi said that it was now a NGRID project and she also has met with them on the 

landscaping.  She said she did get a $10,000 allocation for trees. She discussed options on 

improving the structure itself and pricing to do so.  She said the price ranged from 

$105,000, $135,000 and $268,000.  She also noted that the useful life of the building was  

 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
June 6, 2016  
Book 57 Page 399 

 

10 years and it could last 15 years.  Ms. Tanzi noted to instruct a new salt shed a piece of 

land of over 3 acres was needed for the structure.  She explained the state officials looked 

more favorable of waiting out the 10 years and improving the site of the next structure. 

She said she would continue to work with the next town manager and the state if needed. 

OPEN FORUM: 

Open Forum is now held and the following individuals address the Council, viz: 

Jill Lawler, member of the Chamber of Commerce addressed the council on the salt shed.  

She met with staff from the Governor’s office and RIDOT representatives.  She explained 

that she did see a plan for 10 years as well as the landscaping plan.  Ms. Lawler said that 

they did agree to approach NGRID regarding a landscaping plan to disguise the building.  

It was noted that NGRID was putting in $100,000 in plantings in the area; 

Stanley Wojciechowski discussed an article in the PJ regarding the state rental tax and 

how the revenues were lower than expected; Sue Bush, representing the Narragansett 

Historical Preservation Society announced that they will be holding  a tour of Hazard 

Castle and Druid’s Dream on June 18th  Noon to 4;  

Karen Shabshelowitz commented that the town should be redistricted so the town could 

have their own Senator and Representatives and not share with other towns.  She noted 

she attended a meeting at the school where the Governor attended and the conversation 

was about school of choice where any students would be able to attend any school. She 

said she was concerned of that proposal; 
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PUBLIC HEARING: 

A MOTION to SCHEDULE a Public Hearing to consider an amendment to the 

CDBG Program Income Funds Account designated for Residential Home Repairs to 

expand the scope to include municipal senior citizens center facilities.  

The Town of Narragansett has unexpended funds in its CDBG Residential Home Repair 

Grant Program (Program Income funds), which is currently limited to residential home 

repairs for eligible applicants within the Town of Narragansett. The Town of South 

Kingstown was awarded CDBG funds for improvements and repairs to their Senior 

Center Annex (Tetreault Building) and during the course of the work, unexpected 

electrical repairs and upgrades were identified (at an approximate value of $20,000). The 

South Kingstown CDBG grant is not sufficient to cover this shortfall, and it has been 

suggested that we appropriate, or re-assign monies from our CDBG Residential Home 

Repair Grant Program (Program Income funds account) to assist them. Approximately 

30% of the users of that South Kingstown facility are from Narragansett, and we believe 

that the State will find the use of Program Income from Narragansett’s grant allowable, 

subject to Narragansett amending the scope of said grant. A Public Hearing and then an 

application are required to do this, and we would ask that this be scheduled accordingly 

for 8:00 PM at the June 20, 2016 at 8:00 PM Council meeting, so as to allow for the  
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renovation project to proceed without unnecessary delay. As noted, our suggestion will 

be to amend the program to include “municipal senior citizens facilities” in addition to 

the residential category. It should also be noted that South Kingstown and Narragansett 

both use The Community Development Consortium (Geoff Marchant) to administer their 

respective CDBG grant programs. Mr. Marchant will attend the Public Hearing to further 

explain this request. We believe that the South Kingstown Senior Facility is an important 

inter-municipal service and subsequently that this request should be accommodated. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to 

SCHEDULE the PUBLIC HEARING to Hearing to consider an amendment to the 

CDBG Program Income Funds Account designated for Residential Home Repairs to 

expand the scope to include municipal senior citizens center facilities to June 20, 2016 at 

8:00 p.m. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 
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A MOTION to CONSIDER an additional Alcoholic Beverage License and 

SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on the application for a  new liquor license for a 

Class BV-LIMITED Liquor License from  the Bed and Bistro, Michael Maxon, 

President, 83 Narragansett Avenue, Plat C, Lot 344B, Narragansett, RI. 

At the March 7th town council meeting a discussion was held regarding the yearly 

advertisement to consider adding additional Alcoholic Beverage Licenses in town. 

At that time no applications were filed by the deadline of February 10th.   It was also 

discussed that it did not prevent the council from raising the number authorized licenses 

and scheduling public hearings if the need arises. 

 

The Bed and Bistro located on Narragansett Avenue was in the process of obtaining a 

special use permit before the Zoning Board of Review. On April 21, 2016 the applicant 

received approval by the Board and submitted an application for a Class BV Limited 

Alcoholic Beverage License. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to 

CONSIDER an additional Alcoholic Beverage License and SCHEDULE a PUBLIC 

HEARING on the application for a  new liquor license for a Class BV-LIMITED Liquor 

License from  the Bed and Bistro, Michael Maxon, President, 83 Narragansett Avenue, 

Plat C, Lot 344B, Narragansett, RI to June 20, 2016 at 8: 00 p.m. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

The consent agenda is voted on with one motion.   

1. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY, and CONFIRM the emergency 

fencing\gate repair at the Scarborough WWTF with Cosco, Inc., in the 

amount of $8,165.00. 

APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

2. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the emergency 

repair of the concrete slab and seawall at the Town Beach by George 

Sherman Sand & Gravel Co. Inc. in the amount of $8,520.00. 

APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

3. A MOTION to APPROVE the waiver of interest for taxpayers in 

accordance with Ordinance 2010-936.  

APPROVED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) Christopher Wilkens questioned if the correct 

ordinance was being quoted in the item. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

4. A MOTION to APPROVE the list of Real Estate abatements in the 

amount of $228.62. 

APPROVED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye  

5. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Narragansett Lions Club 

for their annual 10 Mile Road Race to be held on Friday July 29, 2016 

from 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm, subject to approval of state and local 

regulations. 

APPROVED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

6. A MOTION to APPROVE the local AA group to conduct daily morning 

meetings at the Town Beach, and authorize the Town Manager to sign the 

three year agreement.  

APPROVED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 
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7. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of ID Card Printers for the Beach 

Division from the lowest quoted vendor, DTC Worldwide, in the amount 

of $3,222.28. 

APPROVED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye   

8. A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a 

Holiday License for Matthew Bodziony d/b/a NBX Bikes, 922 Boston Neck 

Road, Narragansett, Rhode Island, subject to local and state regulations. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 4/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

9. A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a 

Victualling License for Hawkeye Management LLC. d/b/a Coastal Crepes, 

20A Pier Market Place, Narragansett, Rhode Island, subject to local and 

state regulations. 

APPROVED (Ranaldi-Murray 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 
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10. A MOTION to APPROVE a Class F Alcoholic Beverage License for St. 

Peter’s by the Sea Church, 72 Central Street for a fundraiser on June 24, 

2016, subject to state and local regulations. 

APPROVED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye 

11. A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a One 

Day Peddler License for June 11, 2016, June 12, 2015 and June 18, 2016 

and June 19, 2016 to Tim Bristow & Colby Blanchet d/b/a Yea Dog of 

Narragansett Rhode Island, subject to local and state regulations. 

APPROVED (Ranaldi-Murray 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

12. A MOTION to AWARD the bid for Miscellaneous Water Supplies to the 

lowest bidders (G&L Water Works Supply Co., Everett J. Prescott, Inc., 

Warwick Winwaterworks Co., H.D. Supply Waterworks and Stiles 

Company, Inc.) at their quoted percentage discounts off list prices, for a 

one-year period ending May 14, 2017. 

AWARDED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno 

13. A MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on file the annual report from the 

Towers Committees for 2015 

RECEIVED and PLACED on FILE (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

OLD BUSINESS: 

None 

NEW BUSINESS: 

14. A MOTION to INSTRUCT the Town Solicitor to prepare an ordinance 

for abatement from taxation for any real property on which a historical 

registered cemetery is located and to provide full or partial 

reimbursement of expenses incurred in repairing and maintaining such 

cemeteries, including walls or fences surrounding the cemeteries. 

In 2011 the General Assembly passed enabling legislation  §RIGL 44-3-63 that would 

allow city and town councils to provide an abatement for any real property on which a 

historical cemetery is located as well as full or partial reimbursement of expenses for 

repairing and maintaining said property.  
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Evelyn Wheeler, Chair of the Washington County Rhode Island Advisory Commission 

on Historical Cemeteries and Chair of the Narragansett Historical Cemetery,  is 

proposing the Town Council adopt a town ordinance as authorized in RIGL §44-3-63. 

Evelyn Wheeler has drafted a proposed ordinance similar to an Ordinance from the Town 

of Lincoln on Historic Stone Wall Protection and Preservation. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

INSTRUCT the Town Solicitor to prepare an ordinance for abatement from taxation for 

any real property on which a historical registered cemetery is located and to provide full 

or partial reimbursement of expenses incurred in repairing and maintaining such 

cemeteries, including walls or fences surrounding the cemeteries. 

Evelyn Wheeler addressed the council members on the proposed ordinance 

 

Evelyn Wheeler, Chair of the Washington County Rhode Island Advisory Commission 

on Historical Cemeteries and Chair of the Narragansett Historical Cemetery addressed 

the council on the status of the current cemeteries.  She noted that there were at one time 

27 cemeteries however only 15 can be located. It was noted that 3 are taken care of by 

volunteers, 2 by property owners 4 used to be by volunteers and no longer do it and 

should be kept up to date by the property owners and the rest are on commercial property, 

South County Museum or in Land Trust.  She explained the new RI General Law which  
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would provide a tax abatement to the property owners who take care of the cemeteries  on 

their own property.  She asked the council to be the first to adopt an ordinance to reflect 

the new General Law. 

It was discussed that the Solicitor could be asked to prepare any ordinance without a vote.  

No vote was taken. 

15. A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution in support of restoring state funding 

to all libraries to the full 25%. 

If public libraries in a community meet the Minimum Standards and Regulations for RI 

Public Libraries as required in § 29-6-2, the state provides financial support of 25% of  

both the amount appropriated and expended in the second preceding fiscal year by the 

city or town from local tax revenues. Since 2008 the line item in the state budget was  

level funded which means that local libraries have only received the grant in aid at a level 

of about 21% to 22% each fiscal year. 

 

The Library Board and Librarian  requested the town council request that the State 

reinstate the full 25% state aid in funding as in accordance with § 29-6-2.  

§ 29-6-2 Public library services. – (a) For each city or town, the state's share to support 

local public library services shall be equal to at least twenty-five percent (25%) of both 

the amount appropriated and expended in the second preceding fiscal year by the city or 

town from local tax revenues and funds from the public library's private endowment that 

supplement the municipal appropriation; provided, however, the state in any year shall  
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not be obligated to match any amount from the endowment that exceeds six percent (6%) 

of the three (3) year average market value, calculated at the end of the calendar year, of 

the investments in the endowment. The amount of the grant payable to each municipality 

in any year in accordance with this section shall be reduced proportionately in the event 

that the total of those grants in any year exceeds the amount appropriated that year for the 

purposes of this section. Provided further, however, that the reference year for the state's 

share of support to be paid in the year ending June 30, 2008 shall be the third preceding 

year. 

Patti Arkwright, Librarian explained the history of the law and asked for support. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

Adopt a Resolution in support of restoring state funding to all libraries to the full 25%. 

 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,    

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

16. A MOTION to ADOPT a RESOLUTION in support of Senate Bill S-3047 

and House Bill H-8220 to incorporate the Wesquage Community District.  

This legislation, “An Act to Incorporate the Wesquage Community District”, would 

incorporate the homes and land on Summit Avenue, Johnson Avenue, and Gardner Street 

in Narragansett. The purpose of the legislation is to enable residents and property owners 

in that area to rebuild their roads and infrastructure which are in very poor condition.  

The legislation also would allow those residents and property owners to borrow the  
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necessary funds to complete the work. The legislation would authorize the district to 

impose a tax on the property owners to pay for the construction and maintenance of the 

roads and utilities that service the area. The legislation would be effective on August 31, 

2016, subject to a vote of the property owners in the district. A supermajority of the 

property owners would need to approve the legislation for it to become effective. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

to ADOPT a RESOLUTION in support of Senate Bill S-3047 and House Bill H-8220 to 

incorporate the Wesquage Community District. 

Attorney Jack Revens, Attorney and resident, representing the Wesquage neighborhood 

addressed the council on the request for the resolution.  He explained that the Wesquage 

Association owns the private roads and maintains and plows them.  He commented that 

the roads are in deplorable condition and if the neighborhood becomes a district they 

would be able to tax those residents that reside there to pay for the reconstruction of the 

infrastructure. He said they don’t have a legal entity to borrow money however if they 

become a district they would be able to tax for the cost of reconstruction of the roads.   

A lengthy discussion ensues on private roads and access to the public as well as a letter 

from the residents approving the project and taxing the residents in the area. 

It was noted that some residents may vote no however if 66% of the residents approve it 

will pass. Resident Mr. Lupino spoke. 

Patrick W. Murray nay, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 
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A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING ENABLING LEGISLATION TO INCORPORATE 
THE WESQUAGE COMMUNITY DISTRICT IN THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-10 
 

Whereas, a request has been submitted to the General Assembly to incorporate the 
Wesquage Community District; and 
 
Whereas, the proposed Wesquage Community District will incorporate lots numbered 
217, 218, 220, 221, 222, 223, 230, 232, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 241, 242, 245,  246,  
247,  249, 252, 253, 254, 256, 257, 259,  260 and 262 on Assessor’s Plat NH in the Town 
of Narragansett; and 
 
Whereas, the proposed Wesquage Community District will have the power to order taxes 
for the purpose of procuring real estate, buildings, implements, apparatus, supply of water 
to be used for fire, to hire police detail or private security, to pay for the construction, 
repair and/or maintenance of streets or roads within said district that are not a public 
highway of the town of Narragansett, 
To provide the removal of swill or refuse and any other measures for the protection and 
benefit of the public health and welfare of said district; 
 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett 
supports passage of legislation incorporating the Wesquage Community District for the 
purposes stated above. 
 

ADOPTED this 6th day of June, 2016.  

       TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
      S/Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem           
                   
ATTEST: 
S/Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Town Clerk 
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17. A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution Establishing an Administrative 

Compensation Schedule for Fiscal Year 2016-17. 

The salary ranges listed in the Resolution are for those full-time Town of Narragansett 

employees who are not covered by collective bargaining agreements. The proposed 

changes are shown in the right-hand column, and reflect a two percent (2%) increase.  

Christopher Wilkens moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

ADOPT a Resolution Establishing an Administrative Compensation Schedule for Fiscal 

Year 2016-17. 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AN ADMINISTRATIVE COMPENSATION SCHEDULE FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2015-16 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-11 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following salary ranges are hereby approved for the period 
starting July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2017:  
 
Position     Current Range  Proposed Range 
Building Inspector   $56,731 - $79,523  $57,866 - $81,113 
Community Development Director  $68,484 - $79,523  $69,854 - $81,113 
Executive Assistant (Town Manager) $38,709 - $53,486   $39,483 - $54,556 
Executive Secretary (Police Chief)  $44,956 - $52,465  $45,855 - $53,514 
Finance Director    $71,047 - $99,645  $72,468 - $101,638 
Fire Chief    $70,503 - $95,877  $71,913 - $97,795 
Human Resources Manager   $51,555 - $60,718 $52,586 - $61,932 
Parks & Recreation Director   $63,086 - $76,046 $64,348 - $77,567 
Police Chief    $72,297 - $104,161 $73,743 - $106,244 
Public Works Director    $75,000 - $109,000 $76,500 - $111,180 
Public Works Deputy Director  $69,000 - $99,000  $70,380 - $100,980 
Senior Citizens Coordinator   $36,200 - $49,546 $36,924 - $50,537 
Town Clerk    $61,711 - $77,548  $62,945 - $79,099 
Town Engineer     $71,712 - $101,932 $73,146 - $103,971 
Town Manager    $99,322 - $127,970 $101,308- $130,529 
Towers Coordinator        $39,166 $39,949 
ADOPTED this 6th day of June A.D. 2016. 
                                                                                                     
ATTEST:     TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
S/Anne M. Irons, CMC-Town Clerk S/Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem        
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Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye  

18. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70, of 

the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, 

Entitled Taxation and Finance. 

This ordinance amendment brings the Town’s property tax appeal ordinance into 

agreement with the R.I.G.L. § 44-5-26 which sets forth the procedure and timetable for 

municipal tax appeals.  Currently, the Town ordinance provides for a 120 day appeal 

period, whereas the State law mandates 90 days. Making this change for the property tax 

appeal will provide for a uniform and predictable process.  

First reading was read on May 16, 2016. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70, of the Code of Ordinances of the 

Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation and Finance. 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,    

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 1021 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “TAXATION AND FINANCE” 
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It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows:  
 
Section 1:  Section 121, (Ad Valorem Taxation - Real Property Exemption and Deferral - 
Appeals - Procedure) of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 
Narragansett, entitled “Taxation and Finance” is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
Secs. 70-121. — Procedure. 
a) Filing of appeal. Any owner of property aggrieved by the amount of his assessed 
valuation of such property as determined by the assessor of taxes may file an appeal in 
writing to the assessor and the board of assessment review concerning the same, stating 
that he has been erroneously or incorrectly assessed and specifying the details. Such 
appeal shall be filed in accordance with the procedural and substantive requirements set 
forth in R.I.G.L § 44-5-26.  
 
Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other 
ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 
16th day of May, 2016. 
 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 6th 
day of June, 2016. 
 
ATTEST: 
S/Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 

19. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 46 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled 

Miscellaneous Offenses. 

In our continuing effort to bring our ordinances current with rapidly evolving technology,  

this new section is intended to promote and protect the personal privacy and public safety 

of our Town Beach patrons during the summer season and all persons that patronize 

Narragansett municipal venues and large public gatherings/events throughout the year.  
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This ordinance also protects our residents against the physical invasion of privacy that 

occurs when a drone, without permission, knowingly enters onto the land or into the 

airspace above the land of our town residents for the purposes of viewing, capturing an 

image or sound recording.   

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to ADOPT An 

Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 46 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 

Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Miscellaneous Offenses. 

Resident Stanley Wojciechowski 

 Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

Patrick Murray aye 

COUNCIL RECESSED AT THIS TIME 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 1022 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 46 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES” 
 
It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 
 
Section 16, (Unmanned aircraft systems, commonly known as drones), of Chapter 46 of 
the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Miscellaneous Offenses”  
is hereby enacted to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 46-16. - Unmanned aircraft systems, commonly known as drones; Public safety, 
personal privacy 
 

(a) Purpose and intent. This section is intended to promote personal privacy, 
public safety, and protecting people who patronize Narragansett municipal 
venues and attend large public events from the flying of unmanned aircraft 
systems ("UAS") in and over such large gatherings of people. The Town 
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Council wishes to regulate the use of UAS, commonly known as drones, within 
a thousand foot radius around the Town Beach during beach season and over 
other large venue special events in public parks, public facilities, streets, 
plazas, open spaces and the like that will attract large groups of people. All 
restrictions are intended to protect persons gathered in groups where a UAS 
incident  

(b) would cause greater harm and risk of injury due to a greater number of people 
gathered in a close proximity. It is not intended to restrict legitimate hobbyists 
operating UAS in compliance with FAA rules and any other applicable laws, 
and outside of the prohibited areas. This Section is not intended to preempt 
FAA rules, but rather to operate in conjunction with those rules to promote 
public safety while recognizing the limitation in the FAA's enforcement 
capabilities.  

 
(b) Definitions. Applicant shall mean the person or corporation that registers their 
UAS provided all the requirements in the code have been met.  
Large venue special event shall mean any event held in a public space, open space, plaza, 
street, park, stadium, or any open-air facility or closed-air facility that is open to the 
public, ticketed and/or non-ticketed audience and is an event intended to attract people. A 
large venue special event includes but is not limited to, a sporting event, concert, festival, 
protest, etc.  
 
Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) shall mean an unmanned aircraft or unmanned aircraft 
system that can fly under the control of a remote pilot or by global positioning system 
(GPS) guided autopilot mechanism. UAS are more commonly known as "drones."  
Beach season shall mean the Saturday before Memorial Day to the day after Labor Day.  
Event principal shall mean the person or organization which has obtained a permit to 
conduct a large venue special event. The event principal for the Town Beach shall be the 
Town of Narragansett.  
 
(c) Prohibitions.  
 
(1) Unless otherwise exempt under this section, UAS are prohibited from being 
deployed, launched or flown in any airspace within 500 feet or over the Town Beach 
during beach season, any large venue special event in the Town of Narragansett, and over 
public parks, roads and public facilities during large venue special events.  
(2) In all other areas of the town, the following restrictions shall apply: 
a. UAS may not be larger than five pounds including any attachments, and may not 
be equipped with detachable cargo, releasable payload, or any device equipped to carry a 
weapon. Any modifications to a UAS must be pursuant to FAA approval and registered 
via the town's application process.  
 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
June 6, 2016  
Book 57 Page 418 

 
b. UAS over five pounds may be operated only by a registered member of the 
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA), if the operator is subjected to and compliant  
 
 
with AMA rules. Notwithstanding the weight limit, all other provisions of this section 
shall apply.  
 
c.  UAS may not be used to engage in either a physical or constructive invasion of 
privacy.  
 i.   A physical invasion of privacy occurs when the person knowingly enters onto 
the land or into the airspace above the land of another person without permission or 
otherwise commits a trespass in order to capture any type of visual image, sound 
recording, or other physical impression of the plaintiff engaging in a private, personal, or 
familial activity and the invasion occurs in a manner that is offensive to a reasonable 
person 
 
 ii.  A constructive invasion of privacy occurs when the defendant attempts to 
capture, in a manner that is offensive to a reasonable person, any type of visual image, 
sound recording, or other physical impression of the person engaging in a personal or 
familial activity under circumstances in which the person had a reasonable expectation of 
privacy, through the use of any device, regardless of whether there is a physical trespass, 
if this image, sound recording, or other physical impression could not have been achieved 
without a trespass unless the device was used. 
d. Conditions in subsections (2)a. and b. above shall be included as conditions in the 
application process.  
 
(d) Application.  
(1) An event principal, or their designee, may apply for a permit to operate a UAS in 
conjunction  with a permit to organize a large venue special event. Such permit will issue 
at the sole discretion of the Town, based on considerations of the type of activities which 
would tend to damage private/public property, endanger the public or event attendees, or 
which are likely to create an atmosphere which would discourage use of town-owned 
property, other locations or venues for their intended purpose.  
a. The application form shall be completed by the applicant. 
b. The application shall be processed by the Town Clerk’s office, and require the 
assent of the Chief of Police or his/her designee. 
c. The applicant's form shall require the name of applicant, valid governmental 
issued identification, current address and phone number(s) of applicant, photograph of 
UAS to be registered, UAS name and serial number or product number, and statement of 
purpose for use of the UAS.  
d. Applications must be made at least 7 days prior to requested usage time of UAS to 
ensure proper review of application by town officials.  
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e. Applications are subject to a processing fee of $25. 
f. Same—Rules and conditions. The following rules and conditions shall apply to 
applications sought pursuant to this section:  
1. UAS activity described in this article is allowed on a first come, first served basis. 
 
2. Applications are nontransferable, and are valid only on the date specified thereon. 
3. The applicant shall be held responsible for any damage and be liable to any third 
party.  
4. The applicant shall observe, obey and comply with the rules and regulations 
established by this section, as well as all applicable town, county, state and federal laws, 
rules and regulations.  
5. The applicant shall assume all risk in the use of the UAS and shall be solely 
responsible and answerable in damages for all accidents and injury to person or property, 
as well as fines in connection with violations of this section or other applicable law.  
6. Special conditions related to safety may be imposed for particular large venue 
special events depending upon occupancy or other safety considerations.  
 
(e) Exemptions. This section shall not prohibit the use of UAS by an applicant under 
this section or by any law enforcement or fire rescue agency for lawful purposes and 
operated in a lawful manner. Notwithstanding the prohibitions set forth in this section, 
nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit, limit, or otherwise restrict any 
person who is authorized by the Federal Aviation Administration to operate small 
unmanned aircraft in any town air space, pursuant to Sections 331—336 of the FAA 
Modernization and Reform Act of 2012 or certificate of waiver, certificate of 
authorization, or airworthiness certificate under section 44704 of Title 49 of United 
States Code or other Federal Aviation Administration grant of authority for a specific  
 
flight operation or operations, from conducting such operation(s) in accordance with the 
authority granted by the Federal Aviation Administration.  
 
(f) Enforcement.  
(1) Penalty.  Any person who pleads guilty or is judged in violation of any provision 
of this section shall be subject to a fine in the amount of $500.  UAS operated in violation 
of this chapter will be impounded and held until such fine is paid. 
(2) Adjudication. Any person charged with violating this section shall be entitled to a 
trial in the Municipal Court.  
(g) Liability and insurance.  
(1) Prior to the finalization of the application, the applicant/operator shall furnish to 
the town a signed statement, approved by the town solicitor, that the applicant/operator 
shall hold-harmless, indemnify and defend the town, its elected officials, officers, and 
employees for any claims for damages to property or injury to persons which may be 
occasioned by any activity carried on under the terms of the application.  
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(2) Applicant shall furnish and maintain such public liability and property damage 
insurance to protect from all claims and damage to property or bodily injury which may 
arise from operations under the application or in connection therewith subject to an 
assessment by risk management. The Town of Narragansett shall be named as an 
additional named insure to such policy.  
 
 
Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other 
ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 20th 
day of May, 2016. 
 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  6th 
day of June, 2016. 
 

ATTEST: 
S/Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 

20. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First 

reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of 

ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled Taxation 

and Finance. 

In its current form, and without any expressed advanced directive, the Homestead 

Exemption enabling legislation requested of the RI General Assembly would, if granted, 

necessarily be implemented by the Town Council under the EXISTING property tax 

ordinance.  An enactment of a Homestead Exemption while maintaining Narragansett’s 

current 2-tier (residential/commercial) property tax system remaining in place would 

CREATE one new tax inequity and CONFIRM another. The NEWLY CREATED  
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inequity is the transferring of the Homestead Exemption costs singularly onto the owners 

of non-owner occupied housing. The CONFORMATON of an EXISTING property tax  

inequity is the continued allowance of the current commercial tax rate to remain at the 

punishing rate of 150% of the residential rate - the highest allowable by Rhode Island  

state law.  The passage of this ordinance would restore Narragansett’s property tax 

system to one that would tax ALL properties based solely on their appraised value. 

With Rhode Island being nationally known as a high-tax/anti-business state, individual 

cities and towns must start accepting responsibility for their part in this reputation and 

begin taking the necessary measures to fix the problem. This proposed ordinance, along  

with this council’s previously adopted reduction of the tangible property tax, will put 

Narragansett in the forefront of much needed pro-business reforms. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First reading An Ordinance in 

Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode 

Island, entitled Taxation and Finance. 

 

Residents Harry Schofield, Richard VanGermeersch, Chris Laccinole, Steven Ferrandi, 

John Miller, Win Hames, Kevin Durfee, James (did not give his last name)  Raymond 

Kagels, Karen Shabshelowitz, Stanley Wojciechowski    
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Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,    

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno nay 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “TAXATION AND FINANCE” 
 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows:  

Section 1: Section 4, (Compliance with State Law) of Chapter 70 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation and Finance” is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 70-4. — Compliance with State Law 

(a) All property in Class 3, which is classified as inventory, shall be taxed in 

accordance with § 44-3-29.1 of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing 

out of taxes on said property. 

(b) All property in Class 4 shall be taxed in accordance with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 

of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing out of taxes on said property. 

(c) If the Town adopts a Homestead Exemption, the classification/tax rate system 

shall be as follows;     

 (1) All property that is classified as Class 1, 2 and 3 shall be taxed at the same tax  

       rate.  

 (2)  All property classified as Class 4 shall continue to be taxed in accordance 

                  with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 RIGL. 
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Section 2: This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances 

or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

6th day of June, 2016. 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

day of June, 2016 

ATTEST: 
S/Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 

21. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First 

Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 1010 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett and that Chapter 1010 of the 

Code of Ordinances be amended the Enactment of an Amendment to the 

Budget for FY 15/16 to reflect the appropriate amounts to fund the 

Retained Claims fund.  

As the FY 15/16 budget could not anticipate the amount of claims that the Town would 

incur during the fiscal year and the fund has insufficient funding, the request is being 

made to amend the budget ordinance to allocate $30,000 to the Retained Claims fund as a  

Transfer from the General Fund with the reduction in the appropriation of the 

Contingency appropriation. 
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The Retained Claims prior year fund balance was $7,935.98 and the expenses as of May 

27, 2016 totaled $30,290.53 with offsetting revenue of $5,872.49 leaving an anticipated 

deficit in the fund of around $16,500 as of June 30, 2016.  In anticipation that the next  

fiscal year would require additional funding the request is to transfer $30,000 in this fund 

from the General Fund Contingency. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading An Ordinance in 

Amendment of Chapter 1010 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett and 

that Chapter 1010 of the Code of Ordinances be amended the Enactment of an 

Amendment to the Budget for FY 15/16 to reflect the appropriate amounts to fund the 

Retained Claims fund. 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,    

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

22. A MOTION to APPROVE the transfer of Capital Funds from the 

Eastward Look Storm Drain account to the Equipment Replacement 

account in the amount of $10,000.00. 

The DPW is requesting a Capital Funds transfer to increase funds in my Equipment 

Replacement account.  Currently, DPW has a balance of $42,774.05 in equipment 

replacement (00200730 57071) and would request a transfer of $10,000 from Eastward  
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Look Storm Drains (00200730 57020) to Equipment Replacement making it a total of 

$52,774.05.  We are requesting this transfer so that Department can purchase a new 

Falcon Hot Box for asphalt and a new 11’ snow plow for Truck 8; we would also like to 

upgrade the ground speed control system for Truck 14, to make it more efficient in our  

liquid brine dispensing. The hot box cost is $35,921.00, snow plow $10,520.00 and the 

ground speed control we are actively getting a quote (est. $2500.00 - $3500.00) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to 

to APPROVE the transfer of Capital Funds from the Eastward Look Storm Drain account  

to the Equipment Replacement account in the amount of $10,000.00. 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

23. A MOTION to APPROVE the annual service contract for the 

Interoperable Radio Communications System from Motorola, Inc., in the 

amount of $38,213.40 for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015/2016 and to AUTHORIZE 

the Acting Town Manager to sign the contract after review by the Town 

Solicitor. 

 

The 800 MHz radio system is used by various Town departments and the School System 

as a means of communication.  The system was originally purchased through a 

competitive bid process.  Although the system is now under State jurisdiction, each town 

is responsible for the maintenance of their own components.  This contract covers the  
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portable radios, mobile radios, repeaters, and consoles for the period of 7/1/15 – 6/30/16.  

The cost is $3,184.45 per month, for an annual total of $38,213.40.  This system was 

purchased through a competitive bidding process in 2004.  Motorola, Inc. is the  

manufacturer of this system.  In accordance with the Town of Narragansett Code of 

Ordinances, Section 70-326 and Rhode Island General Laws, Chapter 55, Section 

45-55-8,  the Purchasing Manager, has determined this to be a sole source item. 

Funding is available in nine accounts (various departments operating accounts for either 

Equipment Maintenance/Repair or Office Equipment Maintenance/Repair).  

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

APPROVE the annual service contract for the Interoperable Radio Communications 

System from Motorola, Inc., in the amount of $38,213.40 for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015/2016 

and to AUTHORIZE the Acting Town Manager to sign the contract after review by the 

Town Solicitor. 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye   

24. A MOTION to APPOINT/REAPPOINT individuals to the Economic 

Development Committee for three year terms to expire on June 1, 2019. 

The Economic Development Committee has two seats available for reappointment.  

Kevin R. Durfee has requested reappointment.  Dianne M. Mann is not seeking to serve  
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another term.  There is one application on file from Maribeth Carcieri. The following 

indicates the original board appointment and expiration dates.  

Name                                   Appointed                         Expiration Date 

Kevin R. Durfee   9/2/2014   6/1/2016 

Dianne M. Mann   9/2/2014   6/1/2016 

According to the Council rules, no person shall be appointed to serve concurrently on 

more than one commission, committee or board created by the Town Council, with the 

exception of ad hoc commissions, committees or boards, or dual appointments required 

by charter, ordinance or resolution. 

Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file are given appropriate 

consideration before a person is appointed to a second board or committee and the 

appointment will not violate the town charter.   

Christopher Wilkens moved, Patrick W, Murray seconded and it is so voted to 

REAPPOINT Kevin R. Durfee to the Economic Development Committee for three year 

terms to expire on June 1, 2019. 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye  

Christopher Wilkens moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is unanimously so voted 

to APPOINT Maribeth Carcieri to the Economic Development Committee for three year 

terms to expire on June 1, 2019. 
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Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye  

25. A MOTION to REAPPOINT to the Galilee Advisory Committee five 

individuals for a one year term to expire on May 31, 2017 and four 

individuals for a two year term to expire on May 31, 2018. 

The Galilee Advisory Committee has nine seats available for reappointment.  All 

members have indicated that they would like to be reappointed.  There are two vacant 

seats and no applications currently on file.  The following indicates the original board 

appointment date and expiration date of the current members.  

Name                                   Appointed                         Expiration Date 

Kevin M. Kosko, Chair      6/15/2015   5/31/2016 

Harvey Cataldo   6/15/2015   5/31/2016 

John A. Thompson   6/15/2015   5/31/2016 

Raymond DeRosa   6/15/2015   5/31/2016 

Linda J. McArthur   6/15/2015   5/31/2016 

William Shepherd   6/2/2014   5/31/2016 

Richard Peter Watelet  6/2/2014   5/31/2016 

Barry L. Keinard   6/2/2014   5/31/2016 

Edward Duckworth, Jr.  6/2/2014   5/31/2016 

Vacant        5/31/2014  

Vacant        5/31/2015 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
June 6, 2016  
Book 57 Page 429 

 

According to the Council rules, no person shall be appointed to serve  concurrently on 

more than one commission, committee or board created by the Town Council, with the 

exception of ad hoc commissions, committees or boards, or dual appointments required 

by charter, ordinance or resolution Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file 

are given appropriate consideration before a person is appointed to a second board or 

committee and the appointment will not violate the town charter.   

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

REAPPOINT Kevin M. Kosko, Chair, Harvey Cataldo, John A. Thompson   

Raymond DeRosa and Linda J. McArthur to the Galilee Advisory Committee five 

individuals for a one year term to expire on May 31, 2017 and  William Shepherd, 

Richard Peter Watelet, Barry L. Keinard, and Edward Duckworth, Jr.  to the Galilee 

Advisory Committee five individuals  for a two year term to expire on May 31, 2018. 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher Wilkens aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is unanimously so voted 

to RETIRE to Executive Session at the end of the June 6, 2016, town council meeting as 

in accordance with 42-46-4 to discuss  collective bargaining Local #303 – International 

Brotherhood of Police Officers as in accordance with 42-46-5 (a) (2) 

in accordance with RI General Laws 42-46-5 (a) and appoint Dawson T. Hodgson, Town 

Solicitor as Clerk Pro Tem. 
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Roll Call vote was taken 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The regular meeting adjourns at 10:00 p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS  
                                                                                  PRESENTED/AMENDED 

                                                                                 

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 
meeting. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg  



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION MEETING 

JUNE 20, 2016 MINUTES 
 

 At a Work Session Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held 

on Monday, June 20, 2016 at 6:31 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present:   Matthew M. Mannix, President 

                                              Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem  

      Patrick W. Murray, Member     

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager 

               Laura Kenyon, Finance Director 

 Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the work session meeting to order with Bacon & 

Company, Auditors. 

Patricia Boucher, Partner of Bacon & Company, certified public accountant addressed the 

council and gave a brief overview of the audit of financial statement for year ending 

June 30, 2015. 

 Patricia Boucher summarized the audit that was submitted in February 1, 2016.  She 

began with the unmodified opinion letter which has financial highlights and elements. 

The Auditor reviewed the Statement of Net Position of $6,406,691 and the net investment 

in capital of $71,751,258 and then the $(72,894,919) of  unrestricted and what was 

driving that was the GASB reporting of other post-employment benefit obligations of the  
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$113,197,660.  She reviewed the business type activities which were the town’s 

enterprise funds. She noted they all have net positive positions.  She noted that some of 

the liability funds had not yet been taken out of the enterprise funds. It was noted that in 

fiscal year 17-18 it would be reported differently.  

The Statement of Activities was reviewed of $47,132,622. She said it was full accrual 

disclosure which was required. The Balance Sheet of Government Funds was reviewed of 

a balance of $41,334,389. The unassigned fund balance total was $8,781,159. 

The net position of governmental activities of $6,406,691 was reviewed by the Auditor. 

The Enterprise Funds and the revenues were reviewed with the council. 

Patricia Boucher discussed the fiduciary funds of $74,811,765 in the Pension Trust Funds 

and $2,940,154 in the Other Post Employment Benefit Trust Fund and the $82,995 in the 

private purpose funds. It was noted that the School Department had a liability of 

$17,492,643 for its share of the net pension liability that reflected a reduction for 

contributions made by the state.  However the total net pension liability for the school 

was $29,488,154. The Police Pension Plan 1666 net balance of $1,763,344 was 

discussed. The Auditor also reviewed the town’s pension liability of $118,045,537 and it 

is 62.76% funded.  She then reviewed the Sensitivity of the Net Liability to Changes in 

Discount Rate and noted it was a new process of calculations that are now done. The 

Required Supplementary of Other Post-employment Benefit Plans was reviewed. 

It was noted that funding and accounting liability were two different calculations and the 

Auditors follow GASB Standards for the audit. 
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Patricia Boucher then reviewed the balance sheets, school grants and trust funds pages in 

the audit with the council. 

Patricia Boucher remarked that there was only one finding which was the town needs to 

adopt a policy and procedure for capital assets. 

The work session meeting adjourns at 7:24 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:               MINUTES ACCEPTED AS 
                PRESENTED/AMENDED 

                                                                                                                                                 

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              
Council Clerk                                            Council Clerk 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

JUNE 20, 2016 MINUTES 
 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, June 20, 2016 at 7:30 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present: Matthew M. Mannix, President,  

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

       Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager 

      Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

            

Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the meeting to order and leads those in attendance in 

Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE: 

A Moment of Silence was observed for the victims of the Orlando, Florida terrorist 

attack. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

approve the November 30, 2015 Work Session Meeting Minutes as presented.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens abstain, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

approve the December 7, 2015 Minutes with RIDOT and Town Council Work Session 

Meeting as presented.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

approve the December 7, 2015 Work Session Meeting Minutes with the school 

committee as presented.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

approve the  December 7, 2015 Regular Meeting as presented.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

Matthew M. Mannix thanked Rick Lima, Patty Roosa and Steve Wright for all the help 

on coordinating the “Celebration of Pamela Nolan’s Life” that was held on June 4th. 

He also acknowledged Jill Lawler, Patty Sylvia, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, Patty Roosa 

and Steve Wright for coordinating the Appreciation of Boards and Commissions Event 

that was held on June 16, 2016.  
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Matthew Mannix presented a Proclamation and recognized Dr. Matthew W. Downey, 

DMD who had been named “Top Pediatric Dentist in Rhode Island” by his colleagues 

and would be in the July Edition of the Rhode Island Monthly Magazine.  

Mr. Mannix also presented a Proclamation and recognized Dr. Robert O’Neill, MD for 

his many years of service to the Town of Narragansett. 

ITEM 15 REMOVED FROM AGENDA 

Matthew Mannix announced that Item #15 on the agenda would not be acted upon as a 

 Petition was filed requesting to hold a public hearing on the second reading and adoption  

of An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of ordinances of the Town of 

Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled “Taxation and Finance”. 

Patricia Boucher of Bacon & Company LLC, Auditors addressed the council on FY 

2014-2015 Financial Annual Audit. She noted that the Independent Audit Report would 

be found on Pages 1 through 3 of the Financial Statements on the Audit Report. She 

noted that on Page 2 there was a new GASB #68 and #71 which was emphasized as it 

was a new reporting on Pension Plans.  It was noted for the Governmental Activities the 

total net position was (assets-liabilities) $6.4 Million Dollars and including in that was 

$71.8 Million which is net of capital assets (assets-debt) and $7.5 Million of restricted net 

position with a net deficient of $(72.9) Million which is the pension liability of the new 

standard which is $63.2 Million and OPEB obligation of $23.7 Million Dollars and that 

was the driver of the deficiency.  She explained that the Enterprise Funds had all positive  
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net positons of $40.7 Million Dollars and $31.4 Million Dollars of capital and 

unrestricted of $9.3 Million Dollars. She highlighted the General Fund Balance of $18.6 

Million as of June 30, 2015 and she noted that $6.5 is with the school and $8.8 is 

unassigned fund balance of June 30, 2015.  There was an operating surplus of $1.2 

Million Dollars and there was positive variance on revenues $524,000 and positives on 

expenses $634,000 She noted that the school had a surplus of $144,000. 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

A MOTION to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on the draft Harbor 

Management Plan. 

In accordance with Section 300.15 of the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management 

Plan (RICMP), the Town is required to update its Harbor Management Plan, (the HMP), 

every 5 years. The Harbor Management Commission has been working on the 

preparation of a new Harbor Management Plan for the past 3+ years.   In that time they 

have consulted with Coastal Resource Management Council staff and have received their 

preliminary approval.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

SCHEDULE the PUBLIC HEARING on the draft Harbor Management Plan to 

August 22, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye , Patrick W. Murray aye Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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A MOTION to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING/WORK SESSION/PUBLIC 

FORUM regarding the Comprehensive Plan. 

The Town Council needs to schedule a meeting as it further explores the Comprehensive 

Plan.  Currently the town council is at the public hearing stage of the process.  However, 

at the last public hearing on the topic, one of the leaders of the Narragansett Pier 

Residents Association suggested that the council hold meetings with specific groups to 

identify their specific concerns and then communicate those concerns to the council.   

This process takes place once a decade so there is no pre-determined path for addressing 

the Comprehensive Plan.  Certain issues in the Comprehensive Plan have generated more 

controversy than others and it may be helpful to identify those issues up-front to provide 

more structure to the Comprehensive Plan review process. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING regarding the Comprehensive Plan to August 9, 2016 

at 6:30 p.m. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

A PUBLIC HEARING to consider an amendment to the CDBG Program Income 

Funds Account designated for Residential Home Repairs to expand the scope to 

include municipal senior citizens center facilities.  

The Town of Narragansett has unexpended funds in its CDBG Residential Home Repair 

Grant Program (Program Income funds), which is currently limited to residential home  
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repairs for eligible applicants within the Town of Narragansett. The Town of South 

Kingstown was awarded CDBG funds for improvements and repairs to their Senior 

Center Annex (Tetreault Building) and during the course of the work, unexpected 

electrical repairs and upgrades were identified (at an approximate value of $20,000). The 

South Kingstown CDBG grant is not sufficient to cover this shortfall, and it has been 

suggested that we appropriate, or re-assign monies from our CDBG Residential Home 

Repair Grant Program (Program Income funds account) to assist them. Approximately 

30% of the users of that South Kingstown facility are from Narragansett, and we believe 

that the State will find the use of Program Income from Narragansett’s grant allowable, 

subject to Narragansett amending the scope of said grant. As noted, our suggestion will 

be to amend the program to include “municipal senior citizens facilities” in addition to 

the residential category. It should also be noted that South Kingstown and Narragansett 

both use The Community Development Consortium (Geoff Marchant) to administer their 

respective CDBG grant programs. Staff believes that the South Kingstown Senior Facility 

is an important inter-municipal service and subsequently that this request should be 

accommodated. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

OPEN the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye  
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Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager explains that the town has unexpended funds in 

the CDBG residential home repair program which is limited to residential home repairs.  

He reported that the Town of South Kingstown was awarded CDBG Funds for repairs to 

the Senior Center. He noted that there were not enough funds awarded to complete the 

repairs and Narragansett has been asked to help fund the project with the unexpended 

funds as Narragansett seniors also use the senior center.  He said a public hearing was 

need for the reassignment of the funds. 

Christopher Wilkens asked exactly what the electrical repairs were for. 

Doug McClan, Senior Planner of South Kingstown addressed the council on the project. 

He reported that after beginning the project it was discovered there was code compliance 

issues.  He said there are also general upgrades but also many code issues that have to be 

corrected.  He also noted that as it is grant money prevailing wages need to be included in 

the cost and that is why the estimate is from $20,000 to $26,000.  He remarked that the 

State did approve the use of program income funds and as 30% of Narragansett residents 

use the facility the Town of South Kingstown was requesting to use the town’s program 

funds for the project. 

Geoff Marchant explained the town’s history of the home repair program.  He said there 

are some applicants but not enough to use the $160,000 that is available and state funds 

are available for residents to use for repairs. 
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Proponents and Opponents are called and no one speaks. 

Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor said it had all been vetted out and was appropriate. 

Matthew Mannix remarked that the public hearing should be continued as this was 

different. 

It was noted that the facility was closed due to the repairs.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye  

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

APPROVE to AMEND the program to include municipal senior citizens facilities in 

addition to the residential category and not to exceed $25,000. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix nay 

A PUBLIC HEARING on the application for a  new liquor license for a Class BV-

LIMITED Liquor License from  the Bed and Bistro, Michael Maxon, President, 83 

Narragansett Avenue, Plat C, Lot 344B, Narragansett, RI. 

The Bed & Bistro currently holds a Rooming House License and now has applied for a 

new BV Limited Liquor License.  A BV Limited Liquor license will allow the serving of 

beer and wine to the customers of the restaurant in the establishment. The public hearing  
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was advertised and the abutters within 200 feet of any point of the premises were notified 

by the applicant, Michael Maxon. 

On April 21, 2016 the applicant received approval by the Board and submitted an 

application for a Class BV Limited Alcoholic Beverage License. 

The conditions placed by the Zoning Board of Review are listed as follows: 

1. That the food service will end at 9 p.m. and the service of beer and wine will end 

at   10 p.m. 

2. That the project complies with all Rhode Island State Building Code standards and 

all local building code requirements. 

According to the State of Rhode Island Department of Business Regulations Rule 5 Class 

B (Victualer, Tavern) License – Retail   

(c) Pursuant to RIGL§ 3-1-1, a Class B licensee is defined as “Any shop or place where a  

 substantial part of the business is the furnishing of food and consumption at the place  

where it is furnished. 

In order to comply with the foregoing provision, the licensee must offer to the public in 

conjunction with the sale of alcoholic beverages, the opportunity to purchase and 

consume food to be served on the premises in the same area designated for the sale and 

consumption of alcoholic   beverages.  These foods must be offered for sale during all 

times that alcoholic beverages are   sold and consumed on the licensed premises. 
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(e)  Licensees shall be presumed to meet the requirements of this provision by 

       offering food at a sandwich level, as opposed to offering solely snack foods 

       including but not limited to potato chips, pretzels, pickled eggs, pizza strips, 

       stuffies and crackers and cheese. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

OPEN the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Michael Maxon, owner/operator of The Bed and Bistro, Inc. is sworn in and testifies. 

Mr. Maxon testified he was looking for a beer and wine license for the Bed and Bistro for 

five nights a week for dinner from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. or 10:00 p.m. 

Christopher Wilkens commented on BYOB. The applicant noted that he signed an 

agreement that BYOB   would no longer be allowed at the premises.  It was noted there 

was no request for entertainment. 

Proponents and Opponents are called and no one speaks: 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Christopher Wilkens moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno  seconded and it is so voted to 

APPROVE  a new  liquor license for a Class BV-LIMITED Liquor License from  the 

Bed and Bistro, Michael Maxon, President, 83 Narragansett Avenue, Plat C, Lot 344B, 

Narragansett, RI, subject to local and state regulations.  



Town Council Meeting Minutes 
June 20, 2016  
Book 57 Page 444 

  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

PLEASE SEE STENOGRAPHER TRANSCRIPT FOR MORE DETAILS   

Historic District Tax Credit and Expansion Presentation  

Keith Lescarbeau, Chair and members of the Historic District Commission addresses the 

council and gives a brief history of the Commission and their mission.  He remarked that 

the commission is proposing a tax credit for the members of the district who apply for a 

building permit for any projects over $10,000 and it would be a 20% credit of $2,000 a 

year for five years. 

He also explained that the Commission was also looking to expanding all the districts and 

adding districts.  They would be looking for properties from 1950 and before.  He said 

currently the town has a total of 140 properties in the districts. The PowerPoint 

Presentation is attached. 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

Open Forum is now held and the following individuals address the Council, viz: 

Richard Van Germeersch comments on the income text for the elderly tax and said he 

was disgusted that he was not eligible to receive it due to income.  He said that all people 

should receive the same discount on any tax exemptions; Vincent Indeglia speaks on the 

public safety issues of the boating situation on the Narrow River.  He remarked that there  
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is an increase of boat rage going on the River and people are even veering towards people 

in anger. He believed someone will get killed there.  He asked for more police presence 

on the Narrow River; Bill Gardiner speaks on the traffic around the Towers and what a 

mess it was as well as no cross walks was are available in that area.  He said he never 

hears anyone advocating for the residents, seniors or children; Raymond Kagels spoke on 

the Historic District Commission proposal and questioned why the districts weren’t 

expanded further in town; Harry Schofield addressed the council and thanked them for   

scheduling the public hearing on the tax proposal.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

The consent agenda is voted on with one motion.   

1. A MOTION to RECEIVE, ACCEPT and PLACE on FILE the Proposed 

Middlebridge Management Plan. 

RECEIVED, ACCEPTED and PLACED on FILE (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

2. A MOTION to RECEIVE, ACCEPT and PLACE on FILE the 

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for the Fiscal Year 

ending June 30, 2015 

RECEIVED, ACCEPTED and PLACED on FILE (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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3. A MOTION to APPROVE the waiver of admission fees for eighty children 

ages six to sixteen from Louie’s Place [South Providence Neighborhood 

Ministries] for a field trip to Narragansett Town Beach for one weekday 

this summer. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

4. A MOTION to  APPROVE a one-year contract extension for Winter and 

Summer Brochures 2016/2017 for the Parks and Recreation Department 

with Nittany Valley Offset , in the amount of $5,097.00 and an optional 

amount of $390.00 (winter) and $490.00 (summer) per run for an 

additional four pages if needed, under the same terms and conditions as 

the original bid. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

5. A MOTION to APPROVE the annual service agreement for the Police 

Department’s telephone system from Carousel Industries, in the amount 

of $3,054.72 for Fiscal Year 2016/2017 and authorizes the Acting Town 

Manager to sign the agreement after review by the Town Solicitor. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

6. A MOTION to APPROVE the proposal from Frisella-Balch and 

Associates, to provide professional survey services required for a specific 

portion of South Pier Road near the entrance to Narragansett High 

School, in the amount of $3,195.00.   

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

7. A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a One 

Day Peddler License for June 25, 2016, June 26, 2016, July 2, 2016, July 3, 

2016 and July 4, 2016  to Tim Bristow & Colby Blanchet d/b/a Yea Dog of 

Narragansett Rhode Island, subject to local and state regulations. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

8. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the emergency 

repairs to Rescue 2, performed by Tasca Automotive Group, in the 

amount of $4,745.44. 

APPROVED, RATIFIED AND CONFIRMED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

9. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the MDT tablet 

purchase and installation services for a Police vehicle from Island Tech 

Services, LLC in the amount of $4,910.00. 

APPROVED, RATIFIED AND CONFIRMED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

10. A MOTION to AWARD the bid for Perennials at the Port of Galilee to the 

sole bidder, Clark Farms, Inc., in the amount of $4,100.00. 

AWARDED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

OLD BUSINESS: 

NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

11.  A MOTION to APPROVE the Agreement between the IBPO Local 303 

(Police) and the Town of Narragansett for a three (3) year term, beginning 

July 1, 2016, and AUTHORIZE the Town Manager to sign same. 
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The negotiating team that was appointed by the Town Council has been engaged in 

contract negotiations with representatives of IBPO Local 303 since February 2016.  

The parties have reached a Tentative Agreement (TA) for a three (3) year successor 

collective bargaining agreement (CBA), with an effective date of July 1, 2016 (the day 

after the expiration of the current CBA). Local 303 have scheduled the TA for ratification 

by its membership for the week of June 13, 2016. 

If both parties vote to accept the TA, the terms set forth therein will be incorporated into 

the CBA accordingly. 

The salient points of the Tentative Agreement are as follows: 

Raises 2% per year for each of the three (3) years, with a 1% increase on the last day of 

the contract (June 30, 2019) 

Health Care All employees will be covered by BC Healthmate 250, with 20% Rx; co-

shares to be 15% (1st year), 17% (2nd year), and 20% (3rd year). 

Health Care buyback will decrease from the current 60% to 50% in 2nd year.  

HolidayAdd one-half day holiday (Christmas Eve); recalculate holiday pay from one-fifth 

weekly basis to one-fourth weekly basis starting July 1, 2017, to better match working 

schedule. 

Pension Add clause that pension applications are to be considered by the Pension Board. 

Detail Pay Increase in traffic and special detail compensation (pass through; paid by 

agency that requests the detail). 

Uniforms $1,275 (1st year), $1,100 (2nd and 3rd years). 
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Misc. Language clarifications on sick leave, emergency overtime, administrative 

schedule, qualification (firearms), vacation leave, and discrimination clause. 

The new CBA will move the Town closer to a uniform set of health care benefits for all 

Town employees, which was one of the major goals of this negotiation process. The 

negotiating team believes that this TA is fair and reasonable, and is consistent with other 

recent collective bargaining negotiations in terms of overall financial impact on the 

Town. 

The net cost over the term of the contract would be $520,000 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to  

APPROVE the Agreement between the IBPO Local 303 (Police) and the Town of 

Narragansett for a three (3) year term, beginning July 1, 2016, and AUTHORIZE the 

Town Manager to sign same. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye,  Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,   Matthew M. Mannix aye 

12. A MOTION to APPROVE the contract with Precision Concrete Cutting 

for sidewalk repairs/trip hazard removal on designated roads, in the 

amount of $19,443.94. 

The Department of Public Works would like to mitigate trip hazards in high pedestrian 

areas without the high cost of complete sidewalk replacement. With this service we will 

be able to bring these sidewalks into A.D.A. compliance and decrease hazardous  
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liabilities.  The current proposal includes removing trip hazards on Brown St, Kingstown 

Rd, Rodman St, Narragansett Ave, Caswell St, and Beach St. Precision Concrete Cutting 

is a sole source company authorized to provide this service in Connecticut and Rhode 

Island.  In accordance with the Town of Narragansett Code of Ordinances, Section 70-

326 and Rhode Island General Laws, Chapter 55, Section 45-55-8, the Purchasing 

Manager, has determined this to be a sole source item. Funding is available in the 

Department of Public Works Capital Projects Account #00200710 57002, Pavement 

Management. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to APPROVE the contract with Precision Concrete Cutting for sidewalk repairs/trip 

hazard removal on designated roads, in the amount of $19,443.94. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye,  Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

13. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of a Falcon 4-ton recycling hot 

box from W. H. Rose in accordance with National Joint Powers 

Association (NJPA) pricing, in the amount of $35,921.00. 

As part of the Department of Public Works ongoing efforts to improve productivity and 

the delivery of quality service to the community, all of the existing maintenance and 

service activities are periodically reviewed and analyzed.  As the Town Council is well  
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aware, personnel from the Highway Division are regularly patching pot holes with cold 

patch, repairing pavement disturbed during storm drain repairs, repairing old deteriorated  

utility road cuts, etc.  Cold patch, which can be used all year, does not provide a durable 

long term repair.  Hot mix asphalt, which is only available locally during the construction 

season, must be placed quickly while it is still hot.  Because of the difficulty of keeping 

the mix hot until it can be placed, it is not typically used for pothole repair.  During the 

winter season, hot mix is not available close by and must be hauled a long enough 

distance that it would arrive at the job site too cold to be usable.  

The equipment industry responded some years back with equipment designed to keep hot 

asphalt hot until it can be placed.  They are referred to as Hot Boxes.  Unused hot asphalt 

mix that otherwise would have been disposed can even be reheated days or weeks later if 

required.  If hot asphalt mix is needed during the winter season when the local plant is  

shut down, the Hot Box can be sent to a plant that is open, and deliver it in perfect 

condition for placement that same day or the next.  It will enable crews to utilize hot mix 

for more of the repairs as compared with cold patch, allow completion of repairs with 

mix kept at the proper temperature, and significantly reduce the amount of mix that is 

wasted because it got too cold to place.  Productivity and quality of work will be greatly 

improved with the use of a Hot Box. 

Various alternatives for procurement of a Hot Box were considered and Public Works 

selected the National Joint Powers Association (NJPA) contract.  The Town will be 

purchasing this item under the competitively procured NJPA contract with W.H. Rose in  
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order to take advantage of the purchasing power associated with a large nationwide 

procurement.  The Town joined the alliance to take advantage of these competitive bids  

with large-volume buying power.   Funding is available in the Public Works Capital 

Projects Account #00200730 57071, Equipment Replacement. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

APPROVE the purchase of a Falcon 4-ton recycling hot box from W. H. Rose in 

accordance with National Joint Powers Association (NJPA) pricing, in the amount of 

$35,921.00. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,   Matthew M. Mannix aye 

14. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 1010 of 

the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett and that Chapter 

1010 of the Code of Ordinances be amended by the Enactment of an 

Amendment to the Budget for FY 15/16 to reflect the appropriate amount 

to fund the Retained Claims fund. 

 

To amend the budget ordinance to allocate $30,000 to the Retained Claims fund as a 

Transfer from the General Fund with the reduction in the appropriation of the 

Contingency appropriation.  The Retained Claims prior year fund balance was $7,935.98  
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and the expenses as of May 27, 2016 totaled $30,290.53 with offsetting revenue of 

$5,872.49 leaving an anticipated deficit in the fund of around $16,500 as of  

June 30, 2016.  In anticipation that the next fiscal year would require additional funding 

the request is to transfer $30,000 into this fund from the General Fund Contingency. 

First reading of Amendment to the Budget held on June 6, 2016 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 1010 of the Code of Ordinances of the 

Town of Narragansett and that Chapter 1010 of the Code of Ordinances be amended by 

the Enactment of an Amendment to the Budget for FY 15/16 to reflect the appropriate 

amount to fund the Retained Claims fund. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 1023 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, PROVIDING THAT 

CHAPTER 1010 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF 
NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND BE AMENDED BY THE ENACTMENT OF 

AMENDMENTS TO THE BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING THE 1ST DAY OF JULY A.D. 2015 AND ENDING 

THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE A.D. 2016. 
 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

SECTION 1.  The following budget for the Town of Narragansett for the fiscal year of 

said Town of Narragansett beginning July 1, 2015 is hereby enacted and adopted as  
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follows; and the following appropriations are hereby made in the amounts of money set 

opposite the respective purpose for which the same are made. 

GENERAL FUND 
EXPENDITURES 

 
CONTINGENCY       $270,000 

TRANSFER TO RETAINED CLAIMS      $30,000 

RETAINED CLAIMS FUND 
REVENUES 

 
TRANSFER FROM GENERAL FUND    $30,000 

EXPENDITURES 

RETAINED CLAIMS EXPENSE     $30,000 

 

First Reading read in Town Council meeting legally assembled on the 6th day of June, 

2016. 

Second Reading read in Town Council meeting legally assembled on the 20th  day of 

June, 2016. 

S/Anne M. Irons, CMC Town Clerk 

15. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the 

Code of ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled 

Taxation and Finance. 

In its current form, and without any expressed advanced directive, the Homestead 

Exemption enabling legislation requested of the RI General Assembly would, if granted,  
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necessarily be implemented by the Town Council under the EXISTING property tax 

ordinance.  

An enactment of a Homestead Exemption while maintaining Narragansett’s current 2-tier 

(residential/commercial) property tax system remaining in place would CREATE one 

new tax inequity and CONFIRM another. 

The NEWLY CREATED inequity is the transferring of the Homestead Exemption costs 

singularly onto the owners of non-owner occupied housing. The CONFORMATON of an 

EXISTING property tax inequity is the continued allowance of the current commercial 

tax rate to remain at the punishing rate of 150% of the residential rate - the highest 

allowable by Rhode Island state law.  

The passage of this ordinance would restore Narragansett’s property tax system to one 

that would tax ALL properties based solely on their appraised value. 

With Rhode Island being nationally known as a high-tax/anti-business state, individual 

cities and towns must start accepting responsibility for their part in this reputation and  

begin taking the necessary measures to fix the problem. This proposed ordinance, along 

with this council’s previously adopted reduction of the tangible property tax, will put 

Narragansett in the forefront of much needed pro-business reforms.  First Reading was 

read on June 6, 2016. 

 
REMOVED FROM AGENDA DUE TO A PETITION FILED REQUESTING TO 

HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING   
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EXECUTIVE SESSION:  

Executive Session was not held. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourns at 9:18 p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS  
                                                                                  PRESENTED/AMENDED 

                                                                                 

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk 
 
 
A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 
meeting. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg  

 

Historic District Commission Power Point Presentation is attached. 

































































 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: July 28 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  James M. Manni Town Manager       
  
FROM: Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Historic Properties -Tax Credit for approved repairs  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council RESCEDULES a PUBLIC HEARING on an ordinance to adopt a 
temporary tax credit to be applied to certain properties that receive Historic District 
Commission approval for exterior repairs, renovations and additions. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Since the establishment of the Narragansett Historic District Commission there has 
been an interest in identifying ways in which the Town can encourage the preservation 
and proper maintenance of the historic structures located in the Town’s five locally 
regulated Historic Districts.  One way to enhance the situation for owners of older 
homes is to provide a temporary tax break when they remodel or repair the exterior of 
their homes.   The reason for this is that the cost of sympathetic repair to historic 
houses is somewhat higher than more recently built homes, due mostly to the time it 
takes to delicately remove deteriorated sections of wall, trim or roofing and to splice, 
piece-in or repair those components.    
 
The Historic District Commission, in concert with the staff, has researched the State 
Law which enables such action, (RIGL 44-4.1), and drafted an ordinance they believe is 
both helpful to these homeowners and reasonable to the Town and its other taxpayers. 
The maximum tax credit would be capped at $2,000 per year or a total of $10,000 for 
the maximum five years of relief for a project exceeding $50,000 in construction cost. At 
the end of the tax credit period, the full tax obligation as required per the updated value 
and assessment would then be perpetually assigned. 
 
A copy of the draft was previously sent to Council members which was addressed in a 
workshop on March 28

th
 and a follow-up presentation at the Town Council’s regular 

meeting on June 20
th
.   

 
Suggested Date for Public Hearing is October 17, 2016. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Draft Ordinance text 
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REVISED DRAFT FINAL 

CODE OF ORDINANCES, NARRAGANSETT RI 

ARTICLE II, CHAPTER 70 – TAXATION AND FINANCE 

 

SUBDIVISION  VII - TAX CREDIT FOR HISTORIC DISTRICT PROPERTIES* 

[*Charter references: Tax collector, art. 6, ch. 3; assessment, art. 6, ch. 4. 

State law references: Taxation, G.L. 1956, title 44; power to tax property, G.L. 1956, §45-2-2; local 

taxes, G.L. 1956, §44-5-1 et seq.; levy and assessment of local taxes, G.L. 1956, §44-5-1 et seq.; 

exemptions, G.L. 1956, §44-3-3; exemptions in Town of Narragansett, G.L. 1956, §44-3-23; exemption 

of railroad property in Town of Narragansett, G.L. 1956, §44-3-11.] 

 

SECTION 141. AUTHORIZED 

In accordance with [Chapter 4.1 of Title 44 of the Rhode Island General Laws], the town council may 

by ordinance provide a property tax credit with respect to certain real property situated in the 

designated historic districts of the town to encourage maintenance and rehabilitation of the structures 

in such districts. 

 

SECTION 142. HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW REQUIRED 

No credit will be allowed by the Tax Assessor unless the qualifying owner of a Historic Structure shall 

have been granted a certificate of appropriateness or recommendation of compatibility by the Town of 

Narragansett for the maintenance or rehabilitation work. 

 

SECTION 143. DEFINITIONS 

In general, definitions and regulations set out in the Town of Narragansett Zoning Ordinance Section 5 

(Historic Districts) will be used in administering the historic district property tax credit unless a different 

meaning is clearly intended. Definitions set forth in RIGL 44-4.1 -2 are incorporated into this chapter 

by reference.   The following definitions are added for clarity in the exercise of this chapter. 

A. “Maintenance or Rehabilitation” means any construction, alteration, rehabilitation, repair, 

moving or demolition subject to regulation by the Historic District Commission of the Town of 

Narragansett. 

B. “Commission” means the Historic District Commission of the Town of Narragansett. 

C. “Historic Structure” means a historic residential or commercial structure which is 

     (i) Listed individually in the state register of historic places; or  
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  (ii) Located in a district listed in the state register of historic places and certified by the  

          commission as contributing to the historic character of that district; or  

     (iii) Located in a local historic district zone as designated by a city or town under  

          chapter 24.1 of title 45 and certified by the commission as contributing to the  

                    character of that historic district zone; or  

             (iv) Designated by a city or town as an individual structure subject to regulation by a                 

         local historic district commission under chapter 24.1 of title 45. 

        AND 

 is not of a character subject to federal depreciation allowance, except that a Historic 

Structure may contain a non-depreciable owner-occupied residential unit and also one 

(1) or two (2) depreciable rental units also owned by the structure’s owner-occupant.. 

D. “Owner” means a person or persons who hold legal title to the property. 

E. “Person” means an individual, estate, partnership, corporation (including a business trust), joint 

stock company, trust, unincorporated association, joint venture, limited liability company or 

other entity, or a government or any political agency or subdivision thereof.  

F.  “Tax Assessor” means the Tax Assessor of the Town of Narragansett. 

 

SECTION 144. TAX CREDIT 

A. Effective Date 

Maintenance or Rehabilitation of Historic Structures occurring after [date] are eligible for the 

tax credit. 

B. Filing Date 

The tax credit shall initially be claimed in the calendar year the Maintenance or Rehabilitation 

work is completed. 

C. Minimum Expenditure 

In order to qualify for the tax credit, an Owner must spend at least Ten Thousand Dollars 

($10,000) on the Maintenance or Rehabilitation. 

D. Calculation Of The Credit 

(1) The credit shall equal twenty percent (20%) of the documented cost of the 

Maintenance or Rehabilitation. 

(2) The value of unpaid labor or unpaid materials shall not be considered in calculating the 

tax credit. Only documented actual costs of the project will be considered in calculating 

the credit. 

(3) No tax credit will be allowed for the cost of any project work which is outside of the 

scope of the Commission’s approval authority.  For the purpose of this clause a 

Maintenance or Rehabilitation project which is eligible for administrative review by the 
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Staff of the Town of Narragansett is considered to be within the scope of the 

Commission’s approval authority.  

 

 

SECTION 145. RESTRICTIONS AND CARRYOVERS 

A. Maximum Credit In One Year 

The maximum tax credit which may be used by any taxpayer in a single year shall be Two 

Thousand Dollars ($2,000). 

B. Carryover 

Amounts of unused tax credit may be carried over for four (4) successive years following the 

initial year in which a credit is taken, or such shorter period until the entire credit has been 

used. 

C. Transferability 

D. The tax credit may be claimed by the initial eligible Owner only and cannot be transferred to 

any subsequent owner.  

E. Other Restrictions 

 [(1) A taxpayer may not claim the tax credit for expenditures that qualified for federal tax 

credits for Rehabilitation of certified historic structures in accordance with Internal 

Revenue Code section 47.] 

[(2) A taxpayer may not claim the tax credit for expenditures that qualified for Rhode Island 

tax credits in accordance with the mill building and economic revitalization act, Rhode 

Island General Law 42-64.7.] 

3. Restrictive Covenant - No historic residence, or historic commercial structure, 

maintained or rehabilitated may benefit from the provisions of this chapter unless the 

owner of the historic residence, or historic commercial structure, grants a restrictive 

covenant to the commission, agreeing that the historic residence, or historic 

commercial structure, shall retain its use and be maintained in a manner which 

preserves the historic character of the historic residence or historic commercial 

structure's rehabilitated portions historic character for a period equal to the length of 

the property tax reduction or until title to the property is transferred. 

4.  Forfeiture. –  In the event of the failure of the owner to keep the property 

nondepreciable or to maintain the property according to the commission's guidelines 

during the period of the tax reduction, the owner forfeits the property tax reduction 

retroactive to the date the reduction commenced. All differences in the amount of taxes 

that were paid and those that would have been due but for the reduction are payable 

together with interest of twelve percent (12%) per annum from the dates that the 

payments would have been due and are a lien against the historic residence. If the 

property is transferred to a new owner within the period that the tax reduction applies, 

the tax reduction shall cease, and not be applied to the new owner. 
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SECTION 146. COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER AUTHORITIES 

Applicants for the tax credit shall conform to appropriate local, state or federal standards for 

construction or rehabilitation. Nothing contained herein shall be interpreted to authorize any person to 

violate any ordinance or law relating to building materials, construction methods, design review, or 

use.] 

 

SECTION 147. APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATION GUIDELINES 

A. Forms 

Applications for certificates of appropriateness or recommendations of compatibility shall be 

filed on the official form designated by the Town. Forms are available from the Town of 

Narragansett website http://www.narragansettri.gov/.  Upon completion of maintenance or 

rehabilitation for which the owner of a historic residence, or historic commercial structure, 

seeks property tax reduction, the owner shall apply to the  tax assessor for relief under this 

chapter. Upon receiving the application, the  town tax assessor shall notify the commission. 

B. Documentation 

The Commission will require sufficient documentation or other evidence to ascertain eligibility, 

and the cost of the Maintenance or Rehabilitation that qualifies, for the tax credit. 

 (1) The applicant shall document his or her ownership of the Historic Residence by 

providing the Commission with sufficient evidence that he or she is a party named as 

an Owner on the current deed to the property. 

(2) The applicant shall document that he or she resides at the property, and whether the 

property is subject to federal depreciation allowance and shall document the use of 

any portions of the property not occupied as the Owner’s residence. 

(3) The Commission shall have the right to inspect the property (subject to reasonable 

advance request to the Owner) for the purpose of investigating and confirming 

eligibility and qualifying costs. 

  The applicant shall provide documentation to the Tax Assessor about the Maintenance 

or Rehabilitation work including: 

(a) color photographs, showing the property before the work was started and after 

the work was completed; 

(b) written descriptions of the work, its purpose, and how the work affected the 

exterior of the existing building, component elements, materials, and structural 

systems; 

(c) documentation of the costs incurred in the Maintenance or Rehabilitation work; 

(d) if needed, professionally prepared architectural plans and specifications; 
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(e) if needed, historical evidence that changes made to the exterior of the building, 

its component elements, materials, and structural systems returned the building 

to an earlier, documented historic appearance without destroying historically 

significant later additions; 

(f) if needed, documentation of compliance with appropriate local, state, or federal 

standards for construction or Rehabilitation, particularly the approval of the 

local building official and the local historic district commission; 

(g) a statement certifying that the information provided in the application is 

accurate, and acknowledging the certification requirements. 

(4) In order to defray the additional costs of evaluating and certifying eligibility for the tax 

credit, an administrative fee will be charged to any applicant seeking to claim a tax 

credit. The fee for projects of less than $25,000 will be $100. The fee for projects of 

$25,000 and over will be $200. 

C. Certification 

(1) Review of Costs 

The Commission will review the applicant’s statement of costs for the Rehabilitation or 

Maintenance work. Applicants are required to document claimed costs by presenting 

copies of canceled checks. If canceled checks are not available to document claimed 

costs, the Commission may consider other types of documentation such as itemized 

receipts for payments made. The Commission may request advice from the Finance 

Department regarding the review of claimed costs. Costs which cannot be documented 

shall not be allowed in calculating the tax credit.  

(2) Issuance of Certification 

If the Commission determines that the requirements of these regulations have been 

met, the Commission shall issue a written certification which shall state the total 

amount of the tax credit based upon the Owner’s statement of costs. This certification 

shall be filed by the Owner with the Owner’s property tax payment when requesting the 

tax credit from the Tax Assessor. 

 

SECTION 148. REVIEW OF COMMISSION DETERMINATIONS 

The determination of the Commission as to eligibility for and amount of a tax credit applied for, shall be 

final and non-appealable; provided, that if the Commission is alleged by an Owner to have acted in an 

arbitrary and capricious manner, appeal may be taken to the Town Council. 

 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:    

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared: September 26, 2016  

                                                                                      Council Meeting Date: October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:    James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM:  Anne M. Irons, CMC Town Clerk 

 

SUBJECT:   A Public Hearing on the Proposed Ordinance- Definition of Homestead   
 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
That the Town Council HOLDS a Public Hearing on An Ordinance in Amendment of 
Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, 
entitled “Taxation & Finance” and RECEIVES and PLACES on FILE a PETITION 
requesting a PUBLIC HEARING.  
 
 

SUMMARY: 

 
The First Reading for An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled “Taxation & Finance” 
was introduced, read, passed and accepted at the August 15, 2016 town council 
meeting. This amendment would define a “Homestead” for the purposes of future 
discussion, clarification and computations for the Town staff and the general public. 
 
On the September 6, 2016 council agenda, the second reading of the proposed 
ordinance was to be read and adopted.  However, on Friday, September 2, 2016, a 
petition signed by 40 residents requesting a public hearing be held  before the adoption 
of the amendment was filed as in accordance with Section 2-1-9 (a) of the Town 
Charter. 
 
A homestead exemption would be a tax reduction by the Town of Narragansett which is 
applied to certain residential properties which meet specific guidelines.  The taxpayer 
must hold legal title to the property and must reside in the property.  The homestead 
exemption applies to single family homes, condominiums, the percent of two family 
homes owner occupied, the percent of three family homes owner occupied and mixed 
use as outlined by this council. 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
 

1. Petition 
2. Draft Ordinance 













 

 

 
 
 
 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER  

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN 

OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “TAXATION & FINANCE” 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

Section 1:  Division 3 (REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION AND DEFERRAL), of Chapter 70 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & Finance”  is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

 
Sec 70 - 60. - Definitions 

 

As used in this subdivision, the following terms shall have the meaning indicated: 
 
Homestead - A residential dwelling unit in which an individual holds legal title and 
occupies in excess of 183 days per calendar year.  
 

Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

           day of August, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

           day of September, 2016. 

 

ATTEST: 

 
 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:    

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared: September 27, 2016  

                                                                                      Council Meeting Date: October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:    Honorable Town Council 
         

FROM:  Patrick W. Murray, Council Member 

 

SUBJECT:   Schedule a Public Hearing on the Proposed Ordinance-  
                     Homestead Exemption   
 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
That the Town Council SCHEDULES a PUBLIC HEARING on An Ordinance in 
Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, 
Rhode Island, entitled “Taxation & Finance”. 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
A public hearing will be scheduled to define a Homestead Exemption as it applies to a 
single tax rate for the October 17, 2016 meeting. 

 
Please see the presentation attached for the proposed single tax rate with Homestead. 

 
 

ATTACHMENT: 

 
1. Presentation for the Public Hearing 
2. Draft Ordinance 

















 

 

 
 
 
 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER  

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN 

OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “TAXATION & FINANCE” 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

Section 1:  Division 3 (REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION AND DEFERRAL), of Chapter 70 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & Finance”  is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

 
Subdivision V. - Homestead Exemption 
 
Sec 70 - 110. - Homestead Exemption 
 

The Town Council shall annually fix the amount, if any, of a homestead exemption with 

respect to assessed value from local taxation on taxable real property used for residen-

tial purposes or mixed purposes, defined as a combination of residential and commer-

cial uses, in an amount not to exceed ten percent (10%) of the assessed value, as au-

thorized by the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island.  

 

(a) The homestead exemption applies to property: 

(1) which is the taxpayer's principal residence and legal domicile; and 

(2) legally titled to the taxpayer or a trust to which the taxpayer is the named beneficiary; 

and 

(3) used exclusively for residential purposes and improved with a dwelling containing 

less than five (5) units, or used for a combination of residential and commercial uses. 

 

(b) The homestead exemption does not apply to: 

(1) Property owned corporate entities.  

(2) Vacant land. 

 



 

 

(c) Legal title to the real property subject to the homestead exemption must be held by the tax-

payer as of December 31 prior to the year for which the exemption shall apply. There shall 

be one exemption per household.   

 

(d) When real property is used for mixed purposes, the percentage of the assessed value shall be 

a prorated amount. The prorated amount shall be the percentage of square feet of the parcel 

used for residential purposes multiplied by the percentage of the homestead exemption.   

 

(e) Presenting a majority of the following documents to the Tax Assessor shall be considered 

prima facie demonstration of a person's residence for the purpose of eligibility for 

the homestead exemption:  

 

(1) The address furnished to the Division of Motor Vehicles, appearing on the tax-

payer's valid operator's license; If the applicant certifies that he or she does not 

drive, this requirement is waived.  

(2) The address from which the taxpayer's motor vehicle is registered, as it appears on 

a valid motor vehicle registration. If the applicant certifies that he or she does not 

drive, this requirement is waived. 

(3) The address from which the taxpayer filed his or her federal income tax return for 

the tax year in question;  

(4) The address from which the taxpayer filed his or her state income tax return for 

the tax year in question;  

(4) The address furnished by the taxpayer to the Town of Narragansett canvassing au-

thority for voting purposes;  

(5) Any additional form acceptable to the Tax Assessor. 

 

(f) The Tax Assessor may require any additional information or prepare any application forms 

he or she deems necessary to carry out the intent of the ordinance. 

 

(g) The Tax Assessor shall have the authority to make adjustments to the homestead exemption 

if he or she receives information that the property no longer meets the eligibility require-

ments. 

 

(h) If the taxpayer knowingly gives misinformation as to the ownership and/or occupancy of the 

real property subject to the homestead exemption, the Tax Assessor shall, in such event, re-



 

 

move the homestead exemption and recalculate the tax for the period in question and, in ad-

dition, charge the taxpayer the maximum interest permitted by law.  

 

(i) The Tax Assessor shall have the authority to send a communication in conjunction with a 

mortgage application from a buyer to a financial institution to reflect what an estimated 

property tax bill would be for a subject property if, and when a valid and accepted pro-

posed homestead exemption is sought and accepted. Any communication from the Tax As-

sessor shall include the following language:                    

 

"The Tax Assessor has estimated the potential tax bill for this property based upon the 

application or the Town's current homestead exemption. It is an ESTIMATE only and 

is contingent on the applicant/homeowner meeting all of the legal requirements or the 

exemption as set forth in the applicable law and/or the municipal 

code. Homestead exemptions and rates are subject to change and modification by the 

City's governing body." 

 

 

Section 2:  

 

The header of Subdivision V. - Appeals is hereby amended to read Subdivision VI. - Appeals 

 

Section 3:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 3
rd 

day of 

October, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 17
th

 day of 

October, 2016. 

 

ATTEST: 

 
 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk 

 
 
 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: September 26, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager       
  

FROM: Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 

SUBJECT: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance – Public Hearing 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council HOLDS a CONTINUATION of a PUBLIC HEARING for text 
revision of Section 7.3 (Accessory Structures and Uses) and Section 7.6(f), (Fences) of 
the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Narragansett. 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
The Community Development Department originally submitted a proposed text revision 
for each of these sections of the Zoning Ordinance as part of the “omnibus “regulatory 
changes in 2015.  Following review by the Planning Board at two separate meetings, 
these proposed amendments were removed for more in-depth deliberations.  Draft 2 of 
each proposal was brought to the Board in May resulting in one last set of minor 
revisions.     
 
On June 21, 2016, the Planning Board reconsidered the two sections with final 
revisions, and voted unanimously to recommend approval and transmittal to the Town 
Council for public hearing.   
 
A public hearing was held on September 6, 2016 and continued until October 3, 2016 
with instruction for two revisions: 
 

a. Increase height trigger for retaining walls to be designed by a licensed engineer. 
b. Add a landscaping requirement for retaining walls. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Draft Ordinance – with revisions as noted. 

 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER     ____________ 
 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 731 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE 

IN RELATION TO ZONING” AS IT RELATES TO AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 7.3 

(Accessory Structures and Uses) AND SECTION 7.6(f), (Fences)  

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled “An 

Ordinance in Relation to Zoning” is hereby amended as follows: 

 

 

SECTION 2.     Section 7.3.1,  “Accessory Structures and Uses – Restrictions”,   is amended 

by adding thereto  new text following the first paragraph  as follows: 

  

 Accessory buildings and structures not greater than 144 square feet in floor 

area and not more than 13 feet in height, measured from the average natural 

grade at the base to the highest point of the building or structure, shall be set 

back as distance at least equal to 1/3 of the side yard and rear yard dimensions 

specified in the Table of Dimensional Regulations in Section 6.4 of this 

ordinance.  Such accessory buildings and structures shall comply with the front 

yard setbacks specified herein.   

 

An accessory building or structure greater than 144 square feet in ground floor 

area or greater than 13 feet in height shall comply with the required front, rear, 

and side yard dimensions specified in the Table of Dimensional Regulations, and 

shall be limited in height to a maximum of 18 feet measured from the average 

natural grade at the base to the highest point of the building or structure. 

 

An accessory building or structure over 1,500 square feet in ground floor area 

or greater than 18 feet in height shall constitute a special permit use and shall 

require site plan review and approval in accordance with the provisions of 

Section 18 of this ordinance. 

 

Accessory buildings and structures of up to 80 square feet in floor area 

proposed for location on sites with non-confirming primary uses shall be exempt 

from the public hearing requirement of Section 11.3, provided no dimensional 

relief from setbacks or coverage is required.   

 



 

 

SECTION 3:  Section 7.6 (f)  “ Fences ” is amended by deleting the heading and text in its 

entirety and replacing it with the following new subsection heading and text: 

 

(f) Fences and Walls.  The minimum front, side, and rear setbacks of this 

ordinance shall not apply to fences or walls that are installed for the purpose of 

delineating property bounds or to separate one area of a yard from another. All 

fences shall be constructed with the finished side facing outward and no 

property line wall or fence shall be more than seven feet in height.  Walls 

installed for the purpose of retaining an existing or proposed area of higher 

grading shall not be allowed along the property boundary,  but rather shall be 

set back a distance from the nearest lot line equal to or greater than the 

measurement of its highest elevation.  All retaining walls exceeding 4 feet in 

height will require stamped drawings designed by a licensed engineer and a 

detailed landscape plan to visually buffer the view from neighboring properties.  

The Building Official may require stamped design drawings for walls of lesser 

height depending on soil conditions, anticipated loads and proposed wall 

construction methods or materials.  Any drawing submitted by a licensed 

engineer shall be approved by the Town Engineer prior to issuance of a permit 

to fill and/or to construct on the property.  Landscaping plans shall be approved 

by the Community Development Director. 

 

 

SECTION 4.     This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances 

or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

____ day of _____________________, 2016. 

 

Second reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the ____ day of 

_____________________, 2016. 

 

ATTEST:  

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Anne Irons, CMC Town Clerk                                                                                                                                          

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  1   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:   September 26, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   

FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer 
 

SUBJECT:  Sewer Policy Committee Recommendation; Plat N-S, Lot 631, 
                                175 Bonnet Point Road, Bonnet Shores Beach Club 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approve the recommendations of the Sewer Policy Committee 
relative to the granting of waivers for Plat N-S, Lot 631, 175 Bonnet Point Road, Bonnet 
Shores Beach Club. 

 

SUMMARY:   

 
The Sewer Policy Committee meets on an ad hoc basis to hear appeals from staff level 
decisions relating to the Town’s Sewer Policy. The Committee met on May 4, 2015 to consider 
the following request for relief, and made the recommendations noted therein. 
 
Applicant – Kevin Schott (CDM Smith) on behalf of the Bonnet Shores Beach Club 

 

By way of background, the Bonnet Shores Beach Club first made application to connect to public 
sewers in the late 1990’s. Under the Sewer Policy at that time (and the relevant sections are still in 
place today), the staff properly denied the request. The property is not within a Sewer Area as 
defined by the Policy (and approved by the Town Council) and, being in the area of town tributary to 
the Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility, is not eligible for a sewer extension permit. The 
applicant was advised to apply to the Town Council for relief if desired. They did not (at that time). 
 
In 2009, the General Assembly enacted 2009-H-5683, which authorized the Bonnet Shores Beach 
Club to connect to public sewer, pursuant to a number of conditions. This legislation was introduced 
following another staff denial for a sewer extension; again, the applicant did not request relief from 
the Town Council from the Sewer Policy. H-5683 does require the issuance of “local approvals”. 
 
The Bonnet Shores Beach Club (BSBC) property includes 930 cabana-style units, serviced by on-
site sewage disposal systems. The systems have been acknowledged to be failing for some time 
now. Their engineering firm investigated both the replacement of the on-site systems, along with the 
installation of a sewer system to connect to the public sewer system on Allagash Trail.  
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In 2010, the Town entered into negotiations with the BSBC relative to resolving outstanding tax 
classification litigation. The Town had recently adopted a new Inflow\Infiltration (I\I) removal program 
designed to allow applicants the ability to “purchase” flow capacity within the public sewer system by 
paying a supplemental fee which is earmarked towards the removal of extraneous flow. Our efforts 
since 2008 in this regard have allowed us to open up a limited amount of sewer capacity in the area 
tributary to the Regional WWTF. In addition to the II Removal Fee, the standard Sewer Lot 
Development Fee (for overall system betterments) would also apply. This was a key factor in the 
negotiations, as the Town has long claimed that the property should be taxed as commercial for 
property tax purposes, which carries a higher rate than the residential tax rate. However, the BSBC 
requested a residential rate, which would have (in turn) provided for a much more significant Sewer 
Lot Development Fee. After much negotiation, the parties agreed on a settlement that preserved the 
commercial tax rate for the property, and allowed the BSBC to connect to the public sewers subject 
to the payment of the I\I Removal Fee and the commercial (rather than residential) Sewer Lot 
Development Fee. The Town Council ultimately approved a Settlement Agreement on March 18, 
2013 that memorialized these terms.  
 
Administratively, the BSBC still needs to obtain a formal Town Council waiver of the Sewer Policy, to 
wit: 
 

1. Waiver of Section 3c required (to allow for an extension within Sewer Area I tributary 
to the Regional WWTF). 

2. Waiver of Section 4 (property is not within a Sewer Area as defined by the Policy). 
3. Sections 8c and 8d will apply (I/I removal fee and basis for calculation). 

      
- The Sewer Lot Development Fee on a commercial basis would be $35,320.40 (Code of 

Ordinances Sec. 78-402).  This can be paid in four (4) annual installments (with interest), 
with the first payment due at the time of application. 

- The I/I Removal Fee would be $106,841.20, and is also due upon application (in full). 
 
 
The only matter in question before the Sewer Policy Committee was to consider the necessary 
waivers of the Sewer Policy Committee as noted above. Given that the Town Council has already 
approved the Settlement Agreement that allows for the connection of the BSBC to the public sewer 
system, this action is more administrative than anything else.  
 
At the Sewer Policy Committee meeting of May 4, 2015, the applicant presented a review of the 
above items, and noted that the Sewer Policy approval is a necessary administrative step in order 
for them to proceed with certain regulatory permit applications.  
 

Given the information presented above, the consensus of the Sewer Policy Committee was to 

support the applicant’s request for relief from the Sewer Policy, and recommend approval by the 

Town Council accordingly. The conditions of approval are as follows: 

1. The sewer line is be installed and maintained by the BSBC. The Town must approve the 

design. 

2. Road restoration is subject to review and approval by the Town. 

3. The BSBC must provide written proof of the right of access over lands that they do not own 

or control (i.e. rights-of-way that may be owned by the Bonnet Shores Fire District, etc.). 

4. All design, permitting, fees, and construction shall be in accordance with the executed April 

2, 2013 Agreement between the Town and the BSBC Condominium Association.  
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This item first appeared on the Town Council docket on May 18, 2015, was continued to June 1, 
2015, and then withdrawn at the applicant’s request while they attempted to resolve right-of-way 
issues with the Bonnet Shores Fire District. 
 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

1. Letter-Attorney Ucci 





TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  2   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared: September 19, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: October 3, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: URI S.A.V.E.S. 
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

 
That the Town Council approves the request from URI S.A.V.E.S. to conduct a Polar 

Plunge event fundraiser at the Town Beach on Saturday December 3, 2016 from 11:00 

am to 3:00 pm subject to approval of state and local regulations.  

 

SUMMARY:   

 
This event is a fundraiser hosted by URI S.A.V.E.S. [Students Actively Volunteering and 

Engaging in Service] to raise money and awareness for the Tomorrow Fund. Participants 

will register to run into the ocean as a group. There will be refreshments, music and baked 

goods. URI S.A.V.E.S. will provide Liability Insurance naming the Town of Narragansett “as 

additionally insured” prior to the event.     

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application for special use 
 

 
 
 
 





 
 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  3   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

                                                                                                 Date Prepared:     September 22, 2016 

                                                                                      Council Meeting Date:     October 3, 2016  
____________________________________________________________________ 
TO:  James Manni, Town Manager  

 
FROM: Laura Kenyon, Finance Director 
      

SUBJECT: Motor Vehicle & Real Estate Addendums and Abatements  

 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 

That the Town Council approves the list of Motor Vehicle addendums in the amount of $1,603.22, the 
list of Real Estate addendums in the amount of $21,009.10, the list of Real Estate abatements in the 
amount of $315.12 and the list of Motor Vehicle abatements in the amount of $27.98.     
     

SUMMARY:  
These Motor Vehicle addendums concern:  

      
(1) Several motor vehicles were inadvertently taxed in another jurisdiction; upon sufficient 

evidence these motor vehicles were abated and sent to Narragansett and added to the 2016 
Motor Vehicle Addendum roll.    

 
These Real Estate addendums concern: 
 

(1) Certificate of occupancies were issued on these properties; upon review by the Tax 
Assessor, per RIGL 44-5-13.25; adjustments were made to the total assessed value(s) and 
proration bills were issued to property owners and added to the 2016 Real Estate 
Addendum roll.  

 
SUMMARY:  
These Real Estate abatements concern:  

      

(1)  A business was assessed for tangible assets for several years in the Town of Narragansett; 
verification that this business is no longer in our jurisdiction was verified by the Tax    
Assessor and abatements to these tax periods were generated.     
 

The abatement process involves corrections of errors that are found as a matter of our daily tasks. 
They may be found by our office, or the property owner may have a property characteristic corrected 
upon an inspection. Many homes are not inspected during the reval process, and when an absent 
landlord finds an incorrect property characteristic, they schedule a complete inspection. 

 

These Motor Vehicle abatements concern:  
      

(1) Sufficient evidence was provided to the Tax Assessor’s office showing documentation that a 
motor vehicle was registered in another state; the number of days was adjusted and an 
abatement was generated for the change in days for the 2016 tax period.   
 

  
The abatement process involves corrections that are found as a matter of our daily tasks. Our office, 
the motor vehicle owner, or the Department of Motor Vehicles may require a change to the motor 
vehicle upon review.   

 
 



  

ATTACHMENT:    Copy of spreadsheet for real estate and motor vehicle addendums & abatements.    



REAL ESTATE ABATEMENTS

TAX YR OLD VALUE NEW VALUE DIFFERENCE RATE ABATE AMT ACCT # MAP/LOT NAME REASON

2014 6,373$                       -$                               6,373$                        15.06$       95.98$                 T-14-0100-70 NARRAGANSETT STAIR INC OUT OF BUSINESS; DUE TO FIRE 4/2014

2015 6,974$                       -$                               6,974$                        14.91$       103.98$              T-14-0100-70 NARRAGANSETT STAIR INC OUT OF BUSINESS; DUE TO FIRE 4/2014

2016 7,616$                       -$                               7,616$                        15.12$       115.16$              T-14-0100-70 NARRAGANSETT STAIR INC OUT OF BUSINESS; DUE TO FIRE 4/2014

TOTAL  ABATE 315.12$           



MOTOR VEHICLE ABATEMENTS

TAX YR ACCT # NAME REG # VEH YR MAKE/MODEL DAYS VALUE ABATE AMT REASON

2016 M-00-1065-92 Atterbury, Boudinot 469206 2007 Suba/For 365 1,700.00$    27.98$            Registered in another state 

TOTAL ABATE 27.98$            



VOTED:  08-17-15 To APPROVE the Real and Personal Property and Prorate Adds in the amount of $0.00 as recommended by the Finance Director.

ATTEST:

Anne M. Irons, CMC, Town Clerk

TAX YEAR OLD VALUE NEW VALUE DIFFERENCE RATIO PRORATE VALUE RATE ADD ACCT # MAP/LOT NAME REASON

2016 359,300$          402,900$          43,600$             0.58196721 25,374$                  10.08   255.77$          R-04-1567-40 R-2 146 31 AbaloneRoad, LLC Proration bill; CO issued

2016 1,153,200$       1,171,100$      17,900$             0.57650273 10,319$                  10.08   104.02$          R-12-0417-90 S 148 Langwell, Ruth Proration bill; CO issued

2016 228,800$          488,400$          259,600$           0.63387978 164,555$                10.08   1,658.72$      R-13-3088-30 K 353 McMahon, John & Dorothy Proration bill; CO issued

2016 307,300$          469,700$          162,400$           0.50273224 81,644$                  10.08   822.97$          R-02-3694-61 N-E 19 McMahon, Edward & Agatha Proration bill; CO issued

2016 688,400$          787,400$          99,000$             0.83606557 82,770$                  10.08   834.33$          R-12-1278-65 N 8 William, Judith & Lenhard, Darcie Proration bill; CO issued

2016 230,500$          288,800$          58,300$             0.54644809 31,858$                  10.08   321.13$          R-19-3924-00 N-A 30-36 Sullivan, Thomas & Linda Proration bill; CO issued

2016 238,300$          394,400$          156,100$           0.72950820 113,876$                10.08   1,147.87$      R-00-1029-50 Y-2 450 Labarbera, Michael & Kim Proration bill; CO issued

2016 958,900$          1,004,000$      45,100$             0.62021858 27,972$                  10.08   281.96$          R-03-2662-15 R-2 338 Capasso, Jerrod & Lisa Proration bill; CO issued

2016 391,100$          430,200$          39,100$             0.74043716 28,951$                  10.08   291.83$          R-22-0634-44 D 62 Barber, William & Betsy Proration bill; CO issued

2016 184,100$          322,100$          138,000$           0.52459016 72,393$                  10.08   729.73$          R-26-0145-00 N-E 407 Pierson, Theresa M Proration bill; CO issued

2016 1,848,600$       2,276,300$      427,700$           0.63387978 271,110$                10.08   2,732.79$      R-12-2163-60 N-I 10-2 Sweeney, Steven & Goetsch, David Proration bill; CO issued

2016 495,300$          1,014,000$      518,700$           0.83606557 433,667$                10.08   4,371.37$      R-10-0184-85 N-H 179 Fiore, Anthony J Proration bill; CO issued

2016 -$                       17,857$            17,857$             17,857$                  10.08   180.00$          R-23-0115-00 Z-1 55 Wales, Anne Vet/Senior Exemption Error

2016 234,700$          256,300$          21,600$             0.77322404 16,702$                  10.08   168.35$          R-00-1031-24 N-H 125-8 Dolan, William Proration bill; CO issued

2016 234,700$          256,300$          21,600$             0.77322404 16,702$                  10.08   168.35$          R-00-1031-23 N-H 125-6 Burke, Francis Proration bill; CO issued

2016 97,800$            362,200$          264,400$           0.77868852 205,885$                10.08   2,075.32$      R-13-5330-10 N-F 522 Arrighi, Adam & Brittany Proration bill; CO issued

2016 629,300$          678,700$          49,400$             0.88251366 43,596$                  10.08   439.45$          R-04-0202-75 Y-1 9 D'Amico, Denise Proration bill; CO issued

2016 336,900$          578,300$          241,400$           0.43169399 104,211$                10.08   1,050.45$      R-12-1450-00 K 84 Carlino, Lori & Joseph Proration bill; CO issued

2016 -$                       72,700$            72,700$             0.44808743 32,576$                  10.08   328.37$          R-23-2374-00 S-1 291-99 Martin, Grace Proration bill; CO issued

2016 -$                       83,300$            83,300$             0.44808743 37,326$                  10.08   376.24$          R-23-1895-00 S-1 291-79 Turner, Charles & Elaine Proration bill; CO issued

2016 360,900$          588,400$          227,500$           0.44262295 100,697$                10.08   1,015.02$      R-19-2330-00 L-1-17 Redman, Katherine Dee Rev Trust Proration bill; CO issued

2016 351,900$          373,900$          22,000$             0.79234973 17,432$                  10.08   175.71$          R-18-2034-10 K 294 Rossi, Patricia Proration bill; CO issued

2016 232,400$          590,500$          358,100$           0.40983607 146,762$                10.08   1,479.36$      R-04-2287-00 N-B 44 Mariconda, Barbara Proration bill; CO issued

TOTAL ADDS: 21,009.10$    

REAL and PER PROP ADDS



TAX YEAR ACCOUNT # NAME REG # VEHICLE YR MAKE/MODEL DAYS VALUE ADD REASON

2016 M-01-0028-05 Abrahamson, Betty VIKING 2007 Buick/UXL 365 2,425.00$    39.92        Sent over from S. Kingstown

2016 M-00-1035-31 Daimler Trust 477406 2014 Merz/ML3 365 35,225.00$  579.80      Sent over from Providence

2016 M-00-1023-54 Sacchetti, Brenda 009388 2009 Hond/AXL 365 5,400.00$    88.88        Sent over from N. Smithfield

2016 M-10-0739-02 Jones, Michael 539814 2011 Jeep/Wra 365 21,450.00$  353.07      Sent over from S. Kingstown

2016 M-00-1065-50 Austin, Joseph C 001217 2002 Ford/F250 210 705.00$        11.60        Sent over from N. Kingstown

2016 M-00-1078-52 Fitzpatrick, Charles 062889 2008 Ford/4C 365 8,375.00$    137.85      Sent over from N. Kingstown

2016 M-00-1091-85 Georgantas, Michael 008670 2003 GMC/Sie 365 800.00$        13.17        Sent over from S. Kingstown

2016 M-08-1417-65 Hey, Ronald RH 276 2014 Chev/Imp 198 6,035.00$    99.34        Sent over from S. Kingstown

2016 M-08-1417-65 Hey, Ronald RH 276 2012 Chev/CRU 167 2,013.00$    33.13        Sent over from S. Kingstown

2016 M-23-2199-05 Worden, Paul 036601 2004 GMC   143 1,185.00$    19.51        Taxed on another MV account

2016 M-23-2199-05 Worden, Paul 036601 2004 GMC 89 738.00$        12.15        Taxed on another MV account

2016 M-03-3758-70 Connor, Harriet A 065709 2013 Toyot/Tac 365 13,050.00$  214.80      Omitted from 2016 MV Tax roll

TOTAL ADDS:

1,603.22  

-            

-            

-            



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  4   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: September 21, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James Manni, Town Manager      
   
FROM:  Michael DiCicco, Director of Public Works 
 
SUBJECT: Petition requesting approval to install one new pole (P6-2) on 

Westmoreland Street for service to new home construction. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council approves a petition from the National Grid Company to place 
one new joint pole and anchor for service to new house construction on Lot 117-3, Plat 
E, adjacent to 48 Westmoreland Street. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
National Grid Company is requesting approval to place a new pole (P6-2) and anchor 
on Lot 117-3, Plat E adjacent to 48 Westmoreland St for the purpose of providing 
service to the new house being built. National Grid agrees to reserve or provide space 
for one cross arm at a suitable point on said pole for fire, police and telephone wires 
belonging to the municipality and used by it exclusively for municipal purposes. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Petition and plan from National Grid. 







TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  5   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: September 20, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   
FROM:  Michael DiCicco, Director of Public Works 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Emergency Repairs to Bus 2 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves, ratifies, and confirms the emergency repairs to Bus 2, 
completed by Pascale Service Corporation, in the amount of $4,868.80. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Bus 2 was towed to Pascale Service Corporation to diagnose the proper repair remedy for 
a seized engine after blowing a head gasket after it broke down at the State Inspection 
Facility on July 21, 2016. Pascale determined that it was in need of a new oil cooler and 
EGR cooler to get it back on the road. Pascale provided an estimate of $4,488.38 to 
complete the repair 
 
The School Department requested that the repairs be completed; otherwise they were 
going to have to patch together a 2001 bus that was already deemed to be in its final life 
cycle. Since the vehicle was already in pieces at Pascale, it was deemed most cost-
effective to have them complete the repairs. 
 
A memo was sent to the Town Manager informing him of the issue and seeking his 
approval.  He approved forgoing the RFQ process in order to get this vehicle repaired and 
back on the road as quickly as possible.  Purchase Order 20170497 was issued for the 
repairs.  
 
Pascale repaired the bus, and the School Department retrieved it prior to the start of the 
new school year. The final invoice came in slightly higher than the estimate by $380.42, 
which is attributed to unforeseen parts needed on the job, but still within the 10% allowable 
overage.  
 
Funding is available in the Public Works Fleet Maintenance Division Operating Account 
#0001735 50504, Vehicle Maintenance/Repair. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. July 25,2016 Memo to TM Manni 
2. July 25

th
 quote from Pascale 

3. PO 20170497 
4. Invoice 1262350042 (8/22/2016) from Pascale. 

















TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  6   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  September 13, 2016  
Council Meeting Date: October 3, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           
FROM:  Michael DiCicco, Director of Public Works 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:              Award of bid - Frames & Grates; Manhole Rims & Covers 
  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council awards the bid for “Frames and Grates; Manhole Rims and 
Covers” to the lowest bidder, E.J. Prescott, Inc., at their quoted bid prices for a one-year 
period, ending August 31, 2017.      
 
SUMMARY:   
 
These materials (frames and grates; manhole rims and covers) will be ordered by the 
Public Works Department on an as-needed basis for the purpose of maintenance and 
repairs to manholes and catch basins as well as drainage improvements throughout 
Town. The contract period is:  September 1, 2016 – August 31, 2017.   
 
Request for bids was advertised in the Narragansett Times, solicited and posted on the 
Town of Narragansett and State Purchasing Division websites.  Four vendors were 
solicited and three responded.  The attached spreadsheet lists the results from the 
solicitation. 
 
Funding is available in the following Public Works Highway Division Accounts: 

• 00100730 50509, Roadway Maintenance and Repair 

• 00200710 57002, Pavement Management 

• 00200730 57680, Storm Drains 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. August 11, 2016 solicitation spreadsheet for bid opening. 





TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  7   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:   September 20, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   
FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer 
 
PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Award of bid - Solid Waste Removal/Dumpster Service – 

Scarborough WWTF  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council awards the bid for the Solid Waste Removal/Dumpster Service –
Scarborough WWTF to the lowest responsive bidder, Republic Services of Fall River for 
each of the two (2) bid items, in the annual amount of $1,224.00 (trash) and $5,220.00 (grit 
and other waste) for a one-year period. 
 

SUMMARY:   

 
This contract includes furnishing the appropriate dumpster(s) and then providing once per 
week frequency pick-ups for common trash and for grit and other process waste (excluding 
sludge). The prices include dumpster rentals, material pick-up, transportation, and tipping 
fees. Vendors were able to submit on either or both Bid Items, and the Town reserved the 
right to award a single or multiple contracts, The contract term is October 1, 2016 through 
September 30, 2017, with the Town retaining the right to extend the contract on a year to 
basis, in annual increments, at the same terms, conditions, and prices.  
 
The request for bids was advertised in the Narragansett Times, solicited, and posted on the 
Town of Narragansett and State Purchasing Division websites. Five (5) vendors were 
solicited and four (4) responded. The attached spreadsheet lists the results from the 
solicitation. The low bidder, MTG Disposal, Inc. asked to withdraw their bid – in looking at 
the bid results and the pricing history, it is apparent that they reversed their numbers and 
submitted an erroneous bid for each item. Once the bids had been opened, however, they 
are not permitted to change their bid prices or otherwise alter their bid. We agree that 
allowing them to withdraw without prejudice is appropriate, under the circumstances. 
 
Funding is available in the Wastewater Enterprise Fund Operating Account #0032 50206, 
Solid Waste Disposal Services. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. September 7, 2016 solicitation spreadsheet for bid opening. 
 





TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  8   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: September 20, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   

FROM:  Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 

SUBJECT:  Contract Extension – Concrete Blocks and Related Materials 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves a one-year contract extension for “Concrete Blocks and Related 
Materials” with Anchor Concrete Products at their bid prices for a one-year period, ending 
October 14, 2017. 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
This bid is for catch basin blocks, bricks and related materials that will be ordered by the 
Public Works Department on an as-needed basis for the purpose of drainage repair and 
improvement projects.  The prices are solicited in two procurement methods:  delivery by the 
vendor and pickup by the Town at the vendor’s facility.    The contract extension period is:  
October 15, 2016 – October 14, 2017.   
   
Anchor Concrete Products has agreed to an extension of the unit bid prices for an additional 
year with all the same terms and conditions as the original bid. 
 
Funding is available in two Public Works accounts: 

1. the Highway Division Operating Account #0001730 50509, Roadway Maintenance and 
Repair and  

2. the Highway Division Capital Projects Account #0001730 57002, Pavement 
Management.   

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. September 8, 2016 letter of extension, signed by Anchor Concrete Products 
2. September 25, 2015 original solicitation spreadsheet for bid opening. 







TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  9   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  September 21, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   
FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer 
 
PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Change Order for Sanitary Sewer Replacement – Pier Area; 

Robinson Street  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves a Change Order to George Sherman Sand & Gravel Co., 
Inc. for the Robinson Street Sewer Replacement Project, in the amount of $4,255.00. 
 
SUMMARY:   

 
The Town has an existing contract in place with George Sherman Sand & Gravel Co., Inc. 
for Wastewater Miscellaneous Repair and Construction work. This contract is typically used 
for small and mid-sized projects that are essentially “design\build” in nature; our employees 
work with Sherman to facilitate the work, and we save the time and money to prepare and 
issue full design plans and specifications. Sherman has been our Wastewater contractor of 
record for over twenty (20) years and is well familiar with our system and our construction 
standards.  
 
As the Town prepares to implement the next phase of the Pavement Management 
Program (Phase 2), our “due diligence” includes making sure that the underlying utilities 
that we are responsible for are in a good enough condition to (hopefully) outlast the new 
pavement work. In this case, the existing sanitary sewer on a 300 foot long portion of 
Robinson Street was an old four (4) inch diameter line, substandard in size, and one that 
could not be readily cleaned or inspected by our equipment. Under this scope of work, 
Sherman purchased all new pipe and fittings, saw cut the existing pavement, excavated 
and removed the undersized sewer line, installed the new line and reconnected seven (7) 
existing house laterals, and backfilled and compacted the trench. Temporary asphalt patch 
was used until the actual road paving project takes place later this fall. The final road 
paving cost will be part of the Pavement Management Program in 2016. 
 
The Town Council originally approved this contract on April 21, 2014 (# 19) for an 
estimated amount of $20,000.00. The actual final project cost was $24,255.00; an increase 
of $4,255.00. The increase is due to the final adjustment of as-built quantities, and the 
installation of an additional lateral that was not on the original plans. 
 
The Engineering Department staff has reviewed this change order request and finds it to 
be consistent with the work performed. Under the Town’s current Miscellaneous Repair 
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and Construction Contract Policy, projects with a value of over $4,000.00 under this format 
require Town Council approval. As this change order exceeds that amount, it is being 
presented to the Town Council for approval. 
 
Funding is available in the Wastewater Enterprise Account #0032 50630, Pier Area Flow 
Improvements. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  

 
1. Final Invoices from George Sherman Sand & Gravel (September 9, 2016 and           

    September 15, 2016). 
  

 















TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  10   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: September 21, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:     James M. Manni, Town Manager      
  
FROM:    Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer  
 
PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Purchase of Water Meter Supplies for the Water Division 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves the purchase of replacement electronic register 
transmitters (ERTs) and supplies for meter and curb stop repairs from Stiles Company, in 
the amount of $6,902.84. 
  
SUMMARY:   
 
The Town standardized on Badger water meters when we implemented the system-
wide radio read meter replacement program in 2003.  Stiles Company is the sole 
authorized sales representative for Badger Meters in this region.  In accordance with 
the Town of Narragansett Code of Ordinances, Section 70-326 and Rhode Island 
General Laws, Chapter 55, Section 45-55-8, I, the Purchasing Manager, have 
determined this to be a sole source item. 
 
Stiles was also awarded the “Brass” category of the Miscellaneous Water Supplies bid 
(for some of the parts on the attached quote).   
 
This purchase is for electronic register transmitters to enable the radio-read feature, frost 
bottoms, liners and gaskets for meter repairs and supplies for curb stop repairs.  These 
items are part of the inventory that the Water Division needs in order to respond to 
scheduled and unscheduled replacements and repairs. 
 
Funding is available in the Water Enterprise Fund Operating Account #0030 50654, Water 
Meter Replacement. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Quote from Stiles Company, dated September 20, 2016. 





TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  11   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  September 19, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: October 3, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: Friends of Narragansett Library Family Costume Walk/Parade 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the request from the Friends of Narragansett Library 

for their first Family Costume Walk/Parade to be held on Saturday October 22, 2016 at 

1:00 pm subject to approval of state and local regulations.  

 

SUMMARY:   

 
The Family Costume Walk/Parade is scheduled for Saturday, October 22, 2016 at 1:00 

pm. The walk/parade starts at 35 Kingstown Road, down Ocean Road to Rodman 

Street, down Boon Street and ending in the Pier Market Place. Narragansett Police 

have approved this walk and will provide a detail if required. A Certificate of Liability 

Insurance naming the Town of Narragansett as “additionally insured” will be provided 

prior to the event. 

  

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application for Special Use 

 

 
 











 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  12   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: September 26, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni Town Manager      
   

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: A Hearing – Request for new Signage 
  Maharaja Restaurant, 1 Beach Street, Narragansett, RI 
  Plat C, Lot 181/2C   
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 

That the Town Council HOLDS a hearing for a request from Narragansett 
Recreation LLC d/b/a Aqua Blue Hotel (Maharaja Restaurant) for the APPROVAL 
of new signage to be installed for the Maharaja Restaurant. 
 
And the Town Council RECEIVES and PLACES on FILE the Recommendation 
from the Planning Board. 
  
SUMMARY: 
 
The Maharaja Restaurant located in the Aqua Blue Hotel in the Pier Market Place has 
requested to install new signage on the side of the building. 
 
The Pier Market Place is located in the Urban Renewal Zone.  According to the Town’s 
Supplementary Zoning  Regulations, Section 7.1 Urban Renewal Zone (b) the Town 
Council has the right to review and approve all changes to any previously  plan, site 
plan, construction or other work done with the Urban Renewal Zone and also review 
and approve all new construction projects, site plan changes or any other work with that 
zone. 
 
According to Section 7.1 Urban Renewal Zone (c) all applications submitted to the town 
council for review and approval pursuant to either subsection 7.1 (b) or any other 
provision of the redevelopment plan referenced in 7.1(a) shall be referred to the 
Planning board for their review and recommendation to the town council. 
 
The request was referred to the Planning Board on August 15, 2016 and the matter was 
heard by the Planning Board on September 20, 2016. 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
 

1. Zoning Ordinance 7.1 
2. Request and proposed signage 
3. Recommendation from Planning Board 









 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:    

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: September 26, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni Town Manager      
   

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: A Hearing – Request for new Signage 
  Maharaja Restaurant, 1 Beach Street, Narragansett, RI 
  Plat C, Lot 181/2C   
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 

That the Town Council holds a hearing for a request from Narragansett 
Recreation LLC d/b/a Aqua Blue Hotel (Maharaja Restaurant) for the APPROVAL 
of new signage to be installed for the Maharaja Restaurant. 
 
And the Town Council RECEIVES and PLACE on FILE Recommendation from 
the Planning Board. 
  
SUMMARY: 
 
The Maharaja Restaurant located in the Aqua Blue Hotel in the Pier Market Place has 
requested to install new signage on the side of the building. 
 
The Pier Market Place is located in the Urban Renewal Zone.  According to the Town’s 
Supplementary Zoning  Regulations, Section 7.1 Urban Renewal Zone (b) the Town 
Council has the right to review and approve all changes to any previously  plan, site 
plan, construction or other work done with the Urban Renewal Zone and also review 
and approve all new construction projects, site plan changes or any other work with that 
zone. 
 
According to Section 7.1 Urban Renewal Zone (c) all applications submitted to the town 
council for review and approval pursuant to either subsection 7.1 (b) or any other 
provision of the redevelopment plan referenced in 7.1(a) shall be referred to the 
Planning board for their review and recommendation to the town council. 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
 

1. Zoning Ordinance 7.1 
2. Request and proposed signage 
3. Recommendation from Planning Board 
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DATE: September 27, 2016 

 

TO:  Matthew Mannix, President 

  Honorable Town Council 

 

FROM: Terence Fleming, Chairman 

  Narragansett Planning Board 

 

SUBJECT: Maharaja Restaurant - Request for new signage 

 

 

On Tuesday, September 20, 2016, the Planning Board reviewed an application from the 

Maharaja Restaurant located within the Aqua Blue Hotel  to replace signage on their site 

and building. In attendance were Mr. Fleming, Dr. O’Neill, Mr. Glazer and Mr. Indeglia. 

  

This request, which was referred from the Town Council, is located within Lot R-2C on 

Tax Assessors Plat C.   Zoning for this parcel is regulated by the URBAN RENEWAL 

DISTRICT dated November 25, 1969 and the Redevelopment Plan for the Narragansett 

Pier Urban Renewal Project, (Project No. RI R-24), adopted as an amendment of the 

zoning ordinance at Section 7.1.     

 

In support of this application Maharaja Restaurant provided a letter of request with a  

photograph of the existing building facade with a mock-up of the proposed new sign.    

 

Planning staff reviewed the submitted these documents and the Urban Renewal Plan in its 

analysis of this request.     

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

The original redevelopment plan for this site (R-24) was approved by the Town Council 

in Chapter 175 of the Town Code of Ordinances on November 25, 1969.  In the 

ordinance they acknowledge the redevelopment plan for the project area dated October 

22, 1969 which included maps and supporting documents. This plan conceived the site to 

be appropriate for multi-family uses and commercial uses.  The ordinance ordained 23 

distinct findings upon which the Redevelopment Plan was approved.   

 

Among these findings, the ordinance noted the planning board had certified that the 

redevelopment plan “conforms to the general plan for the locality as a whole.”  The 

area was determined to be deteriorated area within the provisions of Title 1 of the 
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Housing Act of 1949.   It determined that the site requires clearance, re-planning and 

redevelopment.    

 

 

THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 

The Redevelopment Plan of 1969 included among its objectives to restore economic 

vitality by providing a unique and attractive environment for downtown businesses.   

Duration of control was set for a period of forty (40) years.    This site was designated 

“Commercial” allowing the following uses:, “Retail stores, and shops, personal service 

establishments, theaters or places of public assembly, professional and commercial 

offices, automobile service facilities, motel or hotel, eating and/or drinking 

establishments and off-street parking and landscaping related thereto”.   

 

Plan submissions for development and/or redevelopment were required to address the 

design, architecture, proposed distribution and intensity of uses, building materials, 

parking/loading facilities, landscaping and signage.  Performance bonding for all new 

development in an amount equal to 5% of the estimated construction cost was required 

prior to commencement of construction.  Site maintenance, extension of utilities, screen 

planting and sign regulation were also set forth. 

 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

A. The current petition proposes the following signage changes: 

 

1. Sign Removals 
a. Remove two signs at the restaurant entrance:  2’x3’ and 1.5’x2’ 

 Sign Area reduced by 9 sf. 

b. Note – Clock tower sign already removed, (4’x10’) 

 Sign Area reduced by 40 sf. 

        Total reduction: 49 sf. 

 

 

2. New Restaurant Sign 

a. Install new projecting double-faced sign (2’x10’) on west side of hotel 

building.  Lettering to be internally illuminated. 

       Total addition:  20 sf 

 

B. Planning Board review offers the following findings: 

 

In general, the Planning Board has no objections to the proposed new sign.  

Section D3h of the Plan sets forth “Sign Regulations” for the entire urban renewal 

site including the property on which this hotel is sited.   Upon review of the Urban 

Renewal District Redevelopment Plan staff found two possible elements in need 

of relief.   
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a. Subsection D3h(1) specifies that no individual sign may exceed four (4) 

square feet in area.  No more than one sign is allowed per exterior wall of 

each development.  

b. No sign may be illuminated with flashing revolving or pulsating sources of 

light.    Exceptions may be authorized upon written approval of the Town 

Council.   

 

Signage Area: The Board is aware that the requested sign exceeds the allowed 

maximum area of 4 square feet, but in sum represents a reduction in sign text area 

serving the restaurant. The Board offers no objections to the requested building 

sign  as it seems proportional to the space available for it.   

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

The submitted documents provide enough information to determine the applicant’s intent 

and is sufficient in detail to address the request.     

 

Upon motion made by Mr. Indeglia and duly seconded by Dr. O’Neill the Planning 

Board made a finding that this request conforms with the intent of the Urban 

Redevelopment Plan and voted to recommend APPROVAL of the sign stipulating the 

following components be addressed to the satisfaction of the Town Council 

 

a. That the Town Council specifically grant the appropriate area relief  of 16 sf 

for this sign as proposed. 

 

b. That the Town Council acknowledge the sign is to be illuminated, but 

restricting that the sign not include flashing revolving or pulsating sources of 

light. 

 

 

 Motion passes 4 to 0.           
(Mr. Fleming, Dr. O’Neill, Mr. Glazer, and Mr. Indeglia) 

 

 

 

 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  13   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: September 15, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         
FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Public Safety Building – Sally Port Curbing and Driveway Work 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves the installation of precast concrete curbing and asphalt 
pavement for the entrance and exit areas of the new Sally Port at the Public Safety Building by 
George Sherman Sand & Gravel Co., Inc., in the amount of $14,100.00. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
As part of the Public Safety Building Improvements Project, we designed and constructed a Sally 
Port, which is essentially an attached garage on the north face of the building. The Sally Port 
allows for the safe and secure transfer of suspects from Police vehicles into the Processing area. 
This garage is equipped with overhead garage doors at either end, supervisory control from a 
remote location, security cameras, a gun locker, and other equipment designed to insure the 
safety and security of the Police Officer(s) and the suspect(s).  
 
This scope of work includes the installation of pre-cast concrete curbing, saw cutting of the 
existing paving, and the installation of new paving on both the entrance and exit sides of the 
Sally Port. Landscaping (loam and seeding) along the length of the driveway is also included.  
 
Early on in the project, we attempted to negotiate a change order with the project general 
contractor (Urbane Construction) for this work; however, we could not reach a mutually 
agreeable price. In addition, adding this to the general construction bid would have allowed the 
general contractor to add an additional layer of overhead and profit. As such, we negotiated a 
price with George Sherman Sand & Gravel, Co., Inc., who holds the Miscellaneous Repair and 
Construction Contract for general site and earthwork. The contract extension with Sherman was 
approved by the Town Council on May 2, 2016 and the current Town Council policy on these 
contracts requires Town Council approval for all projects that exceed $4,000.00. 
 
Funding is available in the Police Department Capital Projects Account #00200190 57025, 
Building Renovation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Proposal from George Sherman Sand & Gravel Co., Inc., dated September 13, 2016. 
 





TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  14   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  September 13, 2016  
Council Meeting Date: October 3, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           
FROM:  Michael DiCicco, Director of Public Works 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Pavement Management Program Re-Inspection & Database 

Update 
  
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council approves the contract with BETA Group, Inc. for the Pavement 
Management Program Re-Inspection and Database Update, in the amount of 
$18,500.00.  
 
SUMMARY:   
 
BETA Group was hired in 2011 for the Town’s “Pavement Management Program”, 
through a competitive bidding process.  Town Council awarded this initial bid on August 
1, 2011.  BETA has been the primary consultant for this project since then. 
 
The Town seeks to update its Pavement Management Program, initially developed by 
BETA in 2011, to reflect current pavement conditions.  Under this project, each road will 
be scored and ranked, and a matrix of improvement alternatives will be developed, from 
simple crack-sealing to total reconstruction. Each road will be assigned a value and a 
corresponding improvement alternative. Cost estimates will be developed accordingly 
for a multi-year program. Re-Inspections should be conducted on a five year cycle.  
 
Funding is available in the Public Works Capital Projects Account #00200710 57002, 
Pavement Management.  
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 
. 1. Proposal from BETA Group, dated September 6, 2016. 
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared: September 20, 2016 

                                                                                      Council Meeting Date: October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         
FROM:     Scott M. Partington, Fire Chief 
 
PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Maintenance Repairs at Fire Station #2 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves the use of the General Construction Services contract 
with Abcore Restoration Company, Inc., for the maintenance repairs to Fire Station #2, 
in the amount of $25,400.00. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Fire Station #2 at 900 Point Judith Road is in need of exterior maintenance and repairs 
to the siding, trim, and shingles on all four sides of the building.  An estimate was 
requested from Abcore Restoration Co for this capital improvement project and is 
attached in the amount of $25,400.00. 
 
The building is in need of an extensive exterior painting project which will include 
repairs to exterior siding, soffits, trim, and shingles.  Repairs to interior windows are also 
included. The Fire Department has consulted with the town’s Engineering Department 
in regards to the need and scope of this project.  
 
On February 1, 2016 the Town Council approved the extension of the General 
Construction Services contract with Abcore Restoration Company.  Under the terms of 
this contract, Town Council must approve all projects that exceed $4,000.00 in value.   
 
Funding is available in the Fire Department Capital Projects Account #00200200 
57025, Building Renovation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Estimate from Abcore Restoration, dated August 19, 2016. 





 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  16   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: September 26, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager       
  

FROM: Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 

SUBJECT: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance – First Reading 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
 
That the Town Council INTRODUCES, READS, PASSES and ACCEPTS as a First 
Reading,  “An ordinance in amendment of Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of 
the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled, “an Ordinance in Relation to Zoning “, 
as it relates to amendments to Section 7.3 (Accessory Structures and Uses) and 
Section 7.6(f), (Fences)  
 

SUMMARY: 
 
The Community Development Department originally submitted a proposed text revision 
for each of these sections of the Zoning Ordinance as part of the “omnibus “regulatory 
changes in 2015.  Following review by the Planning Board at two separate meetings, 
these proposed amendments were removed for more in-depth deliberations.  Draft 2 of 
each proposal was brought to the Board in May resulting in one last set of minor 
revisions.     
 
On June 21, 2016, the Planning Board reconsidered the two sections with final 
revisions, and voted unanimously to recommend approval and transmittal to the Town 
Council for public hearing.   
 
A public hearing was held on September 6, 2016 and continued until October 3, 2016 
with instruction for two revisions: 
 

a. Increase height trigger for retaining walls to be designed by a licensed engineer. 
b. Add a landscaping requirement for retaining walls. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Draft Ordinance – with revisions as noted. 

 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER     ____________ 
 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 731 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE 

IN RELATION TO ZONING” AS IT RELATES TO AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 7.3 

(Accessory Structures and Uses) AND SECTION 7.6(f), (Fences)  

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled “An 

Ordinance in Relation to Zoning” is hereby amended as follows: 

 

 

SECTION 2.     Section 7.3.1,  “Accessory Structures and Uses – Restrictions”,   is amended 

by adding thereto  new text following the first paragraph  as follows: 

  

 Accessory buildings and structures not greater than 144 square feet in floor 

area and not more than 13 feet in height, measured from the average natural 

grade at the base to the highest point of the building or structure, shall be set 

back as distance at least equal to 1/3 of the side yard and rear yard dimensions 

specified in the Table of Dimensional Regulations in Section 6.4 of this 

ordinance.  Such accessory buildings and structures shall comply with the front 

yard setbacks specified herein.   

 

An accessory building or structure greater than 144 square feet in ground floor 

area or greater than 13 feet in height shall comply with the required front, rear, 

and side yard dimensions specified in the Table of Dimensional Regulations, and 

shall be limited in height to a maximum of 18 feet measured from the average 

natural grade at the base to the highest point of the building or structure. 

 

An accessory building or structure over 1,500 square feet in ground floor area 

or greater than 18 feet in height shall constitute a special permit use and shall 

require site plan review and approval in accordance with the provisions of 

Section 18 of this ordinance. 

 

Accessory buildings and structures of up to 80 square feet in floor area 

proposed for location on sites with non-confirming primary uses shall be exempt 

from the public hearing requirement of Section 11.3, provided no dimensional 

relief from setbacks or coverage is required.   

 



 

 

SECTION 3:  Section 7.6 (f)  “ Fences ” is amended by deleting the heading and text in its 

entirety and replacing it with the following new subsection heading and text: 

 

(f) Fences and Walls.  The minimum front, side, and rear setbacks of this 

ordinance shall not apply to fences or walls that are installed for the purpose of 

delineating property bounds or to separate one area of a yard from another. All 

fences shall be constructed with the finished side facing outward and no 

property line wall or fence shall be more than seven feet in height.  Walls 

installed for the purpose of retaining an existing or proposed area of higher 

grading shall not be allowed along the property boundary,  but rather shall be 

set back a distance from the nearest lot line equal to or greater than the 

measurement of its highest elevation.  All retaining walls exceeding 4 feet in 

height will require stamped drawings designed by a licensed engineer and a 

detailed landscape plan to visually buffer the view from neighboring properties.  

The Building Official may require stamped design drawings for walls of lesser 

height depending on soil conditions, anticipated loads and proposed wall 

construction methods or materials.  Any drawing submitted by a licensed 

engineer shall be approved by the Town Engineer prior to issuance of a permit 

to fill and/or to construct on the property.  Landscaping plans shall be approved 

by the Community Development Director. 

 

 

SECTION 4.     This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances 

or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

____ day of _____________________, 2016. 

 

Second reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the ____ day of 

_____________________, 2016. 

 

ATTEST:  

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Anne Irons, CMC Town Clerk                                                                                                                                          

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  17   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared: September 27, 2016  

                                                                                      Council Meeting Date: October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:    Honorable Town Council 
         

FROM:  Patrick W. Murray, Council Member 

 

SUBJECT:   Proposed Ordinance- Homestead Exemption- First Reading   
 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
That the Town Council INTRODUCES, READS, PASSES and ACCEPTS as a First 
Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the 
Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled “Taxation & Finance”. 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
At issue is to define “Homestead” for the purposes of future discussion, clarification and 
computations for the town staff and general public. 
 
A Homestead Exemption would be a tax reduction by the Town of Narragansett which 
is applied to certain residential properties as outlined in this proposed ordinance 
Sec 70-110- Homestead Exemption. 

 
 

ATTACHMENT: 

 
1. Proposed Ordinance 



 

 

 
 
 
 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER  

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN 

OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “TAXATION & FINANCE” 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

Section 1:  Division 3 (REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION AND DEFERRAL), of Chapter 70 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & Finance”  is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

 
Subdivision V. - Homestead Exemption 
 
Sec 70 - 110. - Homestead Exemption 
 

The Town Council shall annually fix the amount, if any, of a homestead exemption with 

respect to assessed value from local taxation on taxable real property used for residen-

tial purposes or mixed purposes, defined as a combination of residential and commer-

cial uses, in an amount not to exceed ten percent (10%) of the assessed value, as au-

thorized by the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island.  

 

(a) The homestead exemption applies to property: 

(1) which is the taxpayer's principal residence and legal domicile; and 

(2) legally titled to the taxpayer or a trust to which the taxpayer is the named beneficiary; 

and 

(3) used exclusively for residential purposes and improved with a dwelling containing 

less than five (5) units, or used for a combination of residential and commercial uses. 

 

(b) The homestead exemption does not apply to: 

(1) Property owned corporate entities.  

(2) Vacant land. 

 



 

 

(c) Legal title to the real property subject to the homestead exemption must be held by the tax-

payer as of December 31 prior to the year for which the exemption shall apply. There shall 

be one exemption per household.   

 

(d) When real property is used for mixed purposes, the percentage of the assessed value shall be 

a prorated amount. The prorated amount shall be the percentage of square feet of the parcel 

used for residential purposes multiplied by the percentage of the homestead exemption.   

 

(e) Presenting a majority of the following documents to the Tax Assessor shall be considered 

prima facie demonstration of a person's residence for the purpose of eligibility for 

the homestead exemption:  

 

(1) The address furnished to the Division of Motor Vehicles, appearing on the tax-

payer's valid operator's license; If the applicant certifies that he or she does not 

drive, this requirement is waived.  

(2) The address from which the taxpayer's motor vehicle is registered, as it appears on 

a valid motor vehicle registration. If the applicant certifies that he or she does not 

drive, this requirement is waived. 

(3) The address from which the taxpayer filed his or her federal income tax return for 

the tax year in question;  

(4) The address from which the taxpayer filed his or her state income tax return for 

the tax year in question;  

(4) The address furnished by the taxpayer to the Town of Narragansett canvassing au-

thority for voting purposes;  

(5) Any additional form acceptable to the Tax Assessor. 

 

(f) The Tax Assessor may require any additional information or prepare any application forms 

he or she deems necessary to carry out the intent of the ordinance. 

 

(g) The Tax Assessor shall have the authority to make adjustments to the homestead exemption 

if he or she receives information that the property no longer meets the eligibility require-

ments. 

 

(h) If the taxpayer knowingly gives misinformation as to the ownership and/or occupancy of the 

real property subject to the homestead exemption, the Tax Assessor shall, in such event, re-



 

 

move the homestead exemption and recalculate the tax for the period in question and, in ad-

dition, charge the taxpayer the maximum interest permitted by law.  

 

(i) The Tax Assessor shall have the authority to send a communication in conjunction with a 

mortgage application from a buyer to a financial institution to reflect what an estimated 

property tax bill would be for a subject property if, and when a valid and accepted pro-

posed homestead exemption is sought and accepted. Any communication from the Tax As-

sessor shall include the following language:                    

 

"The Tax Assessor has estimated the potential tax bill for this property based upon the 

application or the Town's current homestead exemption. It is an ESTIMATE only and 

is contingent on the applicant/homeowner meeting all of the legal requirements or the 

exemption as set forth in the applicable law and/or the municipal 

code. Homestead exemptions and rates are subject to change and modification by the 

City's governing body." 

 

 

Section 2:  

 

The header of Subdivision V. - Appeals is hereby amended to read Subdivision VI. - Appeals 

 

Section 3:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 3
rd 

day of 

October, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 17
th

 day of 

October, 2016. 

 

ATTEST: 

 
 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk 

 
 
 



 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  18   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared: September 26, 2016 
Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Honorable Town Council   
       
FROM: Councilors Patrick Murray and Christopher Wilkens 
 
SUBJECT:    Property tax exemptions for War Veterans, their Widows, Service 
                      Disabled, Gold Star Parents, Prisoners of War, and certain properties 

specially modified for Service Disabled veterans. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council ADOPTS An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of The 
Code Of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Fi-
nance.(Veteran, Widow/Widower of Veteran, 100% Disabled Veteran, Specially Modi-
fied Housing for Service Disabled Veteran, Prisoner of War) 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Narragansett has not modified its war veteran tax exemption since 1986.  Due to the 
way the law, and our tax rate are constructed, we currently offer one of the lowest War 
Veteran and related property tax exemptions in Rhode Island.  This amendment would 
increase the allowable real property and motor vehicle tax exemptions for War 
Veterans, their Widows or Widowers, Service Disabled, Gold Star Parents, Prisoners of 
War, and certain properties specially modified for Service Disabled veterans 
This proposed ordinance allows the Town to apply property tax exemptions to the 
following amounts: 
 

War Veteran 44-3-4(a)(1) $20,000 from assessed value of real 
property, or $12,000 from assessed 
value of motor vehicle. 

War Veteran’s Widow / Widower:  44-3-4(a)(1) $20,000 / $12,000 

Service Related Total Disability: 44-3-4(c) $20,000 / $12,000 

Gold Star Parent: 44-3-5 $20,000 / $12,000 

Prisoner of War 44-3-4(e) $40,000 / $24,000 

Specially Modified Housing for 
Service Disabled 

44-3-4(b) $50,000 

 
First Reading was held on September 6, 2016. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 



 

 

 
TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 
CHAPTER  

 
AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN 

OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “TAXATION & FINANCE” 

 
It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 
Section 1:  Subdivision IV, (Veteran Prisoner of War), of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances 

of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & Finance” is hereby amended and enacted to 

read as follows: 

 

Subdivision IV. - Veteran, Widow/Widower of Veteran, 100% Disabled Veteran, 
Specially Modified Housing for Service Disabled Veteran, Prisoner of War 
 
 
Sec. 70-100 Veteran Exemptions - Forms Prescribed 
 

In order to qualify for the exemptions set forth in this Subdivision, a taxpayer must file an ap-

plication with the tax assessor in a form approved by the tax assessor. 

 
Sec. 70-101 Veterans – Widow/Widower of Veteran 
 

Pursuant to the authority granted pursuant to G.L. 1956, § 44-3-4(a)(1), there is hereby estab-

lished an exemption from taxation for the real or personal property of any veteran of military 

or naval service of the United States of America, or unmarried widow/widower of a veteran. 

The amount of the exemption from taxation granted by this section shall be $20,000.00 from 

the assessed valuation of the real property or $12,000 from the total assessed value of any 

motor vehicle(s) assessed to that veteran, widow/widower. 

 

Sec. 70-102 Specially Modified Housing for Service Disabled 

 

Pursuant to the authority granted pursuant to G.L. 1956, § 44-3-4(b), there is hereby estab-

lished an exemption from taxation for the real or personal property of any veteran of military 

or naval service of the United States of America, or the unmarried widow/widower or that 



 

 

veteran, who is determined, under applicable federal law by the Veterans Administration of 

the United States, to be totally disabled and has “specially adopted housing” under the laws 

administered by the Veterans Administration. The amount of the exemption from taxation 

granted by this section shall be $50,000.00 from the assessed valuation of the real property 

assessed to that disabled veteran. Provided that it is occupied as his or her domicile. 

 

Sec. 70-103 Service Related Total Disability 

Pursuant to the authority granted pursuant to G.L. 1956, § 44-3-4(c), there is hereby estab-

lished an exemption from taxation for the real or personal property of any veteran deter-

mined to be 100% VA disabled, of military or naval service of the United States of America, or 

the unmarried widow/widower of that veteran. The amount of the exemption from taxation 

granted by this section shall be $20,000.00 from the assessed valuation of the real property 

or $12,000 from the total assessed value of any motor vehicle(s) assessed to that disabled 

veteran. 

 

Sec. 70-104 Gold Star Parent  

 

Pursuant to the authority granted pursuant to G.L. 1956, § 44-3-5, there is hereby established 

an exemption from taxation for the real or personal property of any person whose son or 

daughter has served with the armed forces of the United States of America, providing the 

death was determined to be in the line of duty. The amount of the exemption from taxation 

granted by this section shall be $20,000.00 from the assessed valuation of the real property 

and $12,000 from the total assessed value of any motor vehicle(s) assessed to that parent. 

 

Sec. 70-105. - Exemption for prisoner of war veterans. 

 

Pursuant to the authority granted pursuant to G.L. 1956, § 44-3-4(e), there is hereby estab-

lished an exemption from taxation for the real or personal property of any veteran of military 

or naval service of the United States of America who has been classified or determined to be 

a prisoner of war by the Veterans Administration of the United States. The amount of the ex-



 

 

emption from taxation granted by this section shall be $40,000.00 from the assessed valua-

tion of the real property or $24,000 from the total assessed value of any motor vehicle(s) as-

sessed to that veteran. 

 

Secs. 106 -120. - Reserved. 

 
Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

6th day of September, 2016. 

 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

 day of                   , 2016. 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: September 26, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  October 3, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager       
  

FROM: Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 

SUBJECT: Approval of updated Harbor Management Ordinance  
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
 
That the Town Council ADOPTS “An ordinance in amendment of Chapter 82 of the 
Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled “Waterways”, 
specifically an update of Article III – (Boats) and Article IV – (Coastal Waters and 
Harbor Areas).  
 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
This ordinance is proposed in conjunction with the complete re-write of the 
Narragansett Harbor Management Plan.   The Plan has been under review and revision 
by the Harbor Management Commission since 2014.  A public hearing was held on the 
revised Harbor Management Plan on August 22, 2016.  That hearing is now closed and 
set down for decision on October 3, 2016. 
 
Specifically, this ordinance amends 23 subsections within Articles III and IV of Chapter 
82 – Waterways.  The vast majority of amendments are minor in nature reflecting 
updated definitions and procedures.  The major revisions are in the following 
categories: 

a. Fines 
b. Process of hearing appeals of Harbormaster decisions 
c. Updated standards for mooring tackle 
d. Definition and regulation of “Outhauls”. 
e. Updated inspections procedures. 
f. Application Fees 

 
First Reading was held on September 19, 2016 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Final Draft – Harbor Management Ordinance 
 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT  

 

CHAPTER ___ 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 82 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “WATERWAYS” 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

Section 1:  Articles III and IV  of Chapter 82 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett 

entitled “Waterways” are hereby deleted in their entirety and replaced by the following  
 
 

ARTICLE III.  BOATS* 

__________ 
*State law references: Regulation of boats, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-1 et seq.; local regulation of boats, 
G.L. 1956, § 46-22-14; reckless operation of boats, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-9; powers conferred on Town 
of Narragansett to regulate boats in the public waters, G.L. § 46-4-6.8; definitions, G.L. 1956, § 46-
22-2; reinforcement of the Town’s commitment to the boat sewage laws, G.L. 1956, § 46-12-39 thru 
41. 
.___________ 
 
Sec. 82-86.  Definitions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
Motorboat means any vessel propelled, in whole or in part, by mechanical means, either inboard or 
outboard, and using a motor powered by gasoline, diesel fuel, naphtha, kerosene, steam or fuel oil. 
Water means all lakes, rivers, streams, ponds or other bodies of water located within or partly within 
the boundaries of the town. 
(Code 1986, § 4-71) 
Cross references: Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 
Sec. 82-87.  Operation from beach or near bathing areas. 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any motorboat or other watercraft while being operated upon waters 
within the boundaries of the town to pass closer than a reasonable distance to a public bathing area 
on the shores of the waters of the town. 
(b) No boat or other personal watercraft shall operate from the town beach. 
(Code 1986, § 4-72) 
 
Sec. 82-88.  Reckless operation. 
It shall be unlawful for any motorboat or other watercraft upon the waters within the boundaries of 
the town to be operated in a reckless or negligent fashion upon the waters within the boundaries of 
the town either as to speed or conduct of operations. 
(Code 1986, § 4-73) 
 
 



Sec. 82-89.  Passing near other vessels. 
Motorboat or other watercraft operators shall use due and reasonable care in passing close to or near 
other vessels and shall slow to a reasonable and safe speed when passing rowboats, canoes, kayaks, 
sailboats or other vessels not propelled by mechanical means. 
(Code 1986, § 4-74) 
 
Sec. 82-90.  Police directions. 
Motorboat operators shall obey lawful directions given to them by the harbormaster or by any police 
officer of the town in enforcement of the provisions of this division, and shall immediately, upon 
being instructed by any police officer or harbormaster of the town, comply with such lawful 
directions. 
(Code 1986, § 4-75) 
State law references: Similar provisions, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-173. 
 
Sec. 82-91.  Speed limit in certain areas. 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any boat or vessel, other than a vessel operated 
by any branch of the United States government, in the entrance to or within the harbor at Point 
Judith within the town between a line running east to west drawn across the breachway 200 feet 
north of the southerly end of the easterly bulkhead of the breachway to Point Judith Pond, and a 
line drawn across Point Judith Harbor running east to west from the northerly side of the state pier 
on the Galilee side to the northerly side of the state pier on the Jerusalem side, at a speed in excess 
of five miles per hour or so as to create a wake. 
(b) A speed in excess of five miles per hour and/or the creation of a wake is prohibited in the 
following areas: within 100 feet of any bridge, dock, marina, boat ramp or posted bathing area, and 
within the area along the dunes at the eastern end of Narrow River, until the river turns to the east 
towards the ocean.  
(Code 1986, §§ 4-76, 4-96; Ch. 797, §§ 2, 3, 8-21-2000) 
State law references: Regulation of public waters, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6-8. 
 
Sec. 82-92.  Violations; fines. 
(a) Enumeration. The following violations and the payment of fines may be handled 
administratively through the method provided for in section 18-30 of this Code. The schedule of 
violations is as follows: 
Violations Schedule (See Clerk’s Office for most up to date fines; ordinance in Clerk’s Office takes 
precedence over table shown below). 
 
 

Section of Code Violation Fine  

82-1  Diving from bridges $100.00 

82-2 Throwing debris from bridges $100.00 

82-87 Operation near bathing area $100.00 

82-88 Reckless operation $100.00 

82-89 
Passing near other vessels reasonable 
care 

$100.00 

82-90 Police directions $100.00 

82-91 Speed limit in certain areas $100.00 



82-93 Flotation devices $100.00 

82.94 Regulation of PWC $100.00 

82-161 Vessel speed $100.00 

82-162 Vessel operation $100.00 

82-164 Obstruction of channels $100.00 

82-165 Swimming in channel $100.00 

82-166 Fishing in channel $100.00 

82-173 Boat standards $100.00 

82-178 Transient anchoring and anchorages $100.00 

82-179 Failure to stop $100.00 

 
 
(b) Failure to act. If the offender does not pay the fine as specified in subsection (a) of this 
section, the offender shall have waived his rights to dispose of the offense by mail, and a notice shall 
be issued against the offender for his personal appearance before the municipal court on a date set 
by the harbormaster or his designee for the disposition of the offense. 
(Ch. 787, § 1, 8-16-1999; Ch. 797, § 1, 8-21-2000) 
State law references: Authority to regulate boats, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8. 
 
82.93. Flotation devices – children. Any person transporting a child under thirteen years of age in a 
vessel less than 26 feet in length on the waters of the Town of Narragansett shall require that the 
child wear a personal flotation device approved by the United States Coast Guard. 

 
82-94. Regulation of personal watercraft. (a) A person may not operate a personal watercraft at any 
time between the hours of one-half (1/2) hour after sunset to one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise. 
(b)  No person under the age of sixteen (16) shall operate a personal watercraft on the waters of 
the Town unless an adult accompanies him or her or unless he or she has passed a  Department of 
Environmental Management approved or United States Coast Guard approved boating safety 
course.   
Secs. 82-95--82-100.  Reserved. 
 
 
 
ARTICLE IV.  COASTAL WATERS AND HARBOR AREAS* 

*State law references: Powers of town to regulate public waters, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8. 
__________ 
 
DIVISION 1.  GENERALLY 
 
Sec. 82-101.  Goals of this article. 
The goals of the town in the adoption of this article are to: 
(1) Manage the coastal waters and harbor areas of the town, as described in this article, by 
establishing regulations that balance and manage the diverse uses of the waters, harbor areas and 
waterfront and to minimize user conflicts. 



(2) Provide a mechanism to ensure the administration and operational costs of provisions of 
this article and the harbor management plan are shared by the town, mooring owners and other 
groups or individuals as may be identified by the harbor management commission, described in this 
article. 
(3) Provide a mechanism to ensure that all waterway activities are occurring in a safe, efficient 
and controlled manner so as to prevent accidents and unnecessary losses. 
(4) Remain consistent with the goals and regulations of the town comprehensive plan, the state 
coastal resource management program, the state department of the environment, the state guide 
plan, and the United States Army Corps of Engineers. 
(5) Provide for harbormaster authority and duties. 
(Code 1986, § 4-130) 
 
Sec. 82-102.  Definitions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
Abode means the principal, non-water dependent use of a structure or vessel as a dwelling or home. 
 
Anchoring means to secure a vessel temporarily to the bottom of a waterbody by dropping an 
anchor from a vessel. 
 
Commercial vessel means any type of vessel used primarily for any type of commercial venture 
including, but not limited to, fishing, towage, salvage and the carriage of passengers for hire. 
 
Fairway means any locally designated and/or maintained water areas reserved for unobstructed 
movement of vessels. 
 
Guest privilege means a mooring may be occupied by a guest of the permitted mooring owner for a 
period not to exceed ten days. Guest moorings may not be rented, leased or used by the same vessel 
on a continuous basis. 
 
Harbor management commission means the body appointed by the town council to prepare the 
harbor management plan, develop policies for implementation of the plan, develop appeals 
procedures, and to provide other recommendations regarding harbor and coastal resource issues as 
specified within this article. 
 
Harbormaster means the individual appointed by the town manager in accordance with the 
provisions of the town Charter to enforce the provisions of this article and any additional 
regulations subsequently required for the implementation of this article. 
 
Lateral access means movement along the shore by individuals on foot. 
 
Launching ramp means any natural or manmade facility used for the launching and hauling of boats. 
 
Marina means any dock, pier, wharf, float, floating businesses, or combination of such facilities that 
service five or more recreational boats as a commercial enterprise or in association with a club 
(section 300.4 RI CRMP). 
 



Mean high water (MHW) means the average height of the high tides over an 18.6-year period of 
time. 
 
Mooring means a semi-permanent anchorage installation that consists of a mushroom anchor, 
granite or cement block, a mooring buoy, and a pennant used for securing a recreational or 
commercial vessel. For the purposes of this article, a mooring is considered private or reserved. 
(1) Private: Any mooring owned and used by a private individual in the littoral waters or 
mooring zones. 
(2) Commercial: Any mooring which is rented by the mooring permit holder. Moorings are 
available on a limited basis upon approval of the harbor management commission. The same 
information as required of private mooring applicants must be completed by each mooring lessee. 
(3) Town Moorings: Available through the Harbor Master.   
 
Mooring-fairway means a path through or immediately adjacent to a mooring field, the purpose of 
which is to provide ingress and egress to and from moorings. 
 
Mooring float means a structure similar to a dock float in construction and design, usually 
constructed with wood that is secured to mooring tackle. 
 
Mooring post means an upright post of wood, stone, cast iron, or any other material fixed in the 
ground/bottom for securing vessels by line or chain. 
 
Mooring space means that water space assigned to an applicant by the harbormaster. 
 
Mooring tackle means the hardware used to secure a vessel at a mooring and which is kept in place  
seasonally. 
 
Nonresident means any individual, business or corporation which does not meet the definition of 
the term "resident." 
 
Personal watercraft means a vessel which uses an in-board motor powering a water jet pump as its 
primary source of motor power and designed to be operated by a person sitting or kneeling on the 
vessel rather than the conventional method of sitting or standing inside the vessel. 
 
Recreational boating facility includes marinas, launching ramps, residential boating facilities, 
recreational wharfs, piers and slips, floats or floating docks and recreational mooring areas, section 
300.4 of the coastal resources management program, as amended. 
 
Registered owner means that person owning the specified vessel at the time and date of signing the 
initial registration. The harbormaster is authorized to request a bill of sale testifying to ownership or 
vessel registration and documentation forms. 
 
Registered vessel means that vessel registered initially by the registered owner. 
 
Registration means that contract between the town and the boat owner granting the boat owner the 
privilege of using a mooring space within the town's waters for a specified season. 
 



Resident means any person who has established legal residence in the town or any person owning 
property and paying local taxes of at least $250.00 to the town. 
 
Right-of-way means an unobstructed path or corridor from a public thoroughfare or facility leading 
to or along the waters of the town and shoreline areas below the mean high water mark. 
 
Vessel means every description of watercraft including seaplanes used on the water, used or capable 
of being used as a means of transportation on water. 
 
Water-dependent use means those waterfront activities solely dependent upon the water for their 
use (i.e.: commercial fishing, marinas, boats, yards, docks and boats). 
 
Waters of the Town of Narragansett means the water area over which the town hereby assumes 
management authority for the purposes of this article, consistent with the powers, duties and 
authorities granted under G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8 (see section 82-103). 
(1) Designated waters. Designated water are as follows: 
 a. Mooring zones: Those areas primarily designated for the placement of moorings. 
 b. Habitat conservation zones: Those areas exclusively designated for the protection of 
water quality, wildlife, and plant habitat values. Areas designated as habitat conservation shall not 
allow any use that may negatively impact the environment, including the building of docks, 
placement of moorings, dredging, and use of recreational vessels. Overnight transient anchorage and 
moorings are prohibited. 
 c. Exclusive zones: Zones defined as 500 feet seaward of the mean low water mark at 
designated beach areas. These zones do not allow any recreational vessels to operate between April 
30 and October 30, except for reasons of ingress and egress. 
(2) Riparian moorings. Residents in the immediate areas of public rights-of-way to water may be 
granted permission to place a private mooring on a space-available basis in an approved mooring 
area, upon an approved application from the harbormaster. 
(Code 1986, § 4-131)  
Cross references: Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 
Sec. 82-103.  Jurisdiction. 
(a) The coastal waters and harbor areas of the town included under the jurisdiction and 
authority of this article are those coastal waters and harbor areas within the jurisdiction of the 
corporate boundaries of the town as they pertain to the Narrow River, Point Judith Pond, East 
Pond, South Ferry, Bonnet Shores, Anawan Cliffs and all other coastal waters and harbors not 
otherwise named within this jurisdiction.  
(b) The northern coastal boundary of the town begins at a line at the center point between the 
Town of North Kingstown and the Town of Narragansett and runs south between the two towns 
divided by the Narrow (Pettaquamscutt) River, as well as the Town of South Kingstown (see section 
1, figure 1). The Narrow River, a tidal estuary is within the corporate boundaries of the Town of 
Narragansett, the Town of South Kingstown, and the Town of North Kingstown. The Narrow 
River is subject to the authority granted to the Town of Narragansett, consistent with the goals and 
objectives of the special area management plan and the authority vested in the state coastal resources 
management council. The town boundary extends northerly to a point in the Narragansett Bay 733 
yards from shore, and extends southerly to and includes the Harbor of Refuge at Point Judith Pond. 
This area includes both shores of the breachway at the entrance of Point Judith Pond and then 
northerly along the eastern shore of Point Judith Pond to the head end of the Pond at Route 1, and 



also includes East Pond which is contiguous to Point Judith Pond on its easterly side. The boundary 
between the Town of Narragansett and the Town of South Kingstown is a line drawn through Point 
Judith Pond, with the small section of Jerusalem included within the town (See section 1, figure 2 of 
article 3, chapter 753). For the purposes of the plan, the inland boundary of the area under the 
jurisdiction and authority of this article extends to Route 1, in the Fence Cove which is the 
approximate northern landward limit of Point Judith Pond. 
(c) This jurisdiction includes all littoral waters, and all waters bordering the Town of 
Narragansett from the mean high water (MHW) line to a distance of three miles on the Atlantic 
Ocean. Those waters not directly on the ocean are under jurisdiction equal to a distance not 
exceeding the corporate boundary lines of the Town of Narragansett. 
(Code 1986, § 4-132) 
Editor's note: Figures 1 and 2, attached to ordinance number chapter 753, have not been set out at 
length in this section but are available in the offices of the town. 
 
Sec. 82-104.  Liability. 
Persons using the tidal waters of the town shall assume all risk of personal injury and damage or loss 
to their property. The town assumes no risks on account of accident, fire, theft, vandalism or acts of 
God. 
(Code 1986, § 4-135) 
Secs. 82-105--82-120.  Reserved. 
 
 
DIVISION 2.  HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION* 
__________ 
*Cross references: Boards, commissions and committees, § 2-71 et seq. 
State law references: Authority to create a harbor management committee, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8. 
__________ 
 
Sec. 82-121.  Powers and duties generally. 
The harbor management commission shall be authorized to prepare a harbor management plan for 
the tidal waters of the town, to provide for annual review of the harbor management plan, and 
recommend any additions or modifications of the plan as may be deemed necessary; to assist in the 
evaluation of the town's harbor management operation; to hear appeals to actions of the town in 
execution of the plan, and to initiate studies and other actions as may be necessary for proper 
management of the tidal waters of the town in accordance with the town Charter and state enabling 
legislation. The commission will be responsible for the development and recommendation of 
additional policies, rules and regulations for the harbor management plan and subsequent 
ordinances, subject to approval of the town council and, where applicable, the coastal resources 
management council. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133) 
 
Sec. 82-122.  Composition. 
The harbor management commission shall consist of seven members and two alternate members 
who must be residents of the town. Such commission shall to the extent practical include a member 
of the conservation commission, and the general public. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(1)) 
 
 



Sec. 82-123.  Ex-officio members. 
Each ex-officio member shall be a nonvoting member of the harbor management commission. The 
harbormaster, the chief of police, the town manager, the director of community development, the 
director of parks and recreation, a representative of the North Kingstown harbor commission, and a 
representative of the South Kingstown harbor commission shall serve as ex-officio members of the 
commission. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(2)) 
 
Sec. 82-124.  Appointments. 
Members shall be appointed by the town council for terms consisting of three years. The alternate 
members shall be appointed annually. The commission may also form subcommittees to address 
specific duties of the commission. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(3)) 
 
Sec. 82-125.  Vacancies. 
Vacancies shall be filled as necessary. The person appointed shall serve for the remainder of the 
unexpired term. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(4)) 
 
Sec. 82-126.  Officers. 
A chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretary shall be elected by the members of the commission. 
Meetings shall be called by the chairperson or at the request of at least four members of the 
commission. The secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings and file such minutes with the town 
clerk. The commission shall meet monthly and shall conform to open meeting laws. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(5)) 
 
Sec. 82-127.  Compensation. 
No member of the harbor management commission shall receive compensation for service. Harbor 
commission members may be compensated for any normal expenses incurred in the performance of 
their duties, when approved by the town manager. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(6)) 
 
Sec. 82-128.  Additional powers and duties. 
The harbor management commission shall be the municipal advisory and appeal body authorized to 
prepare and to amend, subject to town council approval, a harbor management plan to oversee the 
enforcement of such plan, and subsequent implementing ordinances, regulations, and programs. The 
harbor management commission shall adopt rules of procedure and operation for its meetings and is 
authorized to: 
(1) Recommend to the town council the adoption of rules, regulations and other amendments 
to the harbor management plan and its subsequent ordinances which may be necessary to fulfill the 
goals and objectives of the harbor management plan and meet the requirements of this article. 
(2) Recommend as necessary additional authorities and duties for the harbormaster. 
(3) Assist in the preparation of an annual budget for harbor management in accordance with the 
provisions of the town Charter. 
(4) Recommend the expenditure of budgeted funds to acquire services or materials necessary 
for the implementation of the harbor management plan, subject to approval of the town manager 
per the provisions of the town Charter. 



(5) Recommend fees and fines, subject to town council approval for the implementation of the 
harbor management plan, including support of the harbormaster's payroll, improvement to 
moorings, anchorages, accessways, marine sanitation, surveys, studies, and other activities deemed 
necessary for carrying out the goals, policies, and implementation of the harbor management plan. 
(6) Review and revise as necessary the harbor management plan and subsequent ordinances for 
the town council and coastal resources management council approval. The harbor management plan 
and its ordinances shall be reviewed and revised at least once every five years. Public participation 
and input shall be encouraged during each five year review. Significant public notice, which shall 
include notice in the newspaper and on cable TV, shall be given by the commission for all meetings 
at which the review and revision of the harbor management plan will be discussed. 
(7) To assist in the coordination of all public and private agencies, commissions and other 
organizations which have interest or jurisdiction with regard to the tidal waters of the town. 
(8) To review for consistency with the harbor management plan any public notice of an 
application for a local, state or federal permit for any water based activity taking place within the 
jurisdiction of this article, and to respond in a timely fashion with recommendations to the 
regulating agencies. 
(9) To review and make recommendations on proposed water use activities contiguous to the 
waterfront, and in the waters within the jurisdiction of the town that are received for review by other 
municipal agencies. 
(10) Advise the town manager on the performance and/or the qualifications of the harbormaster. 
(11) Coordinate and/or conduct a minimum of one U.S. Coast Guard approved boating safety 
class per year. 
  (13) Members of the public may suggest revisions to the harbor management plan at any 
meeting of the commission. Each suggested revision shall be noted in the minutes of the 
commission's meetings. The minutes shall also reflect the actions taken by the commission on the 
request. (Code 1986, § 4-133(7)) 
 
Secs. 82-129--82-140.  Reserved. Appeals to the Harbor Management Commission. 
 In accordance with the authority granted under Section 82-128, the Harbor Management 
Commission shall have jurisdiction to hear appeals from any decision of the Harbormaster made 
pursuant to the authority granted to the Harbormaster in Section 82-141(2) regarding the issuance of 
mooring permits and the placement of moorings. Any person wishing to appeal a decision of the 
Harbormaster under this section must submit a written statement to the Harbor Management 
Commission, with a copy to the Harbormaster, outlining the specific decision being appealed, the 
basis for the appeal, and a specific citation to the provisions of the Harbor Management Plan and 
Harbor Management Ordinance upon which they rely to support the basis of their appeal An 
aggrieved party must file his/her appeal not later than thirty (30) days after the date of the decision 
of the Harbormaster. The Harbor Management Commission shall review the appeal in public and 
permit both the appealing party and the Harbormaster to submit information and evidence to the 
Harbor Management Commission. Upon completion of the hearing, the Harbor Management 
Commission shall render a written decision, specifying its findings of fact and conclusions regarding 
the appeal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



DIVISION 3.  HARBORMASTER* 
__________ 
*Charter references: Harbormaster, § 2-1-7f. 
Cross references: Officers and employees, § 2-201 et seq. 
State law references: Jurisdiction over harbors, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8. 
__________ 
 
Sec. 82-141.  Duties. 
There shall be a harbormaster for the Town who shall be an employee, serving at the pleasure of the 
Town Manager. The harbor management commission, through the chairman, may offer 
recommendations to the town manager in the event of the hiring or appointment of a new 
harbormaster. The harbormaster shall function in the capacity of a peace officer, and have the 
authority to investigate and enforce provisions of federal and state laws and regulations. The 
harbormaster shall cooperate in connection with enforcement with such federal, state and local 
agencies as may, from time to time, be charged with similar or related responsibilities. The 
harbormaster shall be responsible to the town manager in his capacity as the director of public safety 
and shall have the following duties: 
(1) Be responsible for the administration and enforcement of the provisions of the harbor 
management plan and its ordinances; and any ordinances regulating the use of town wharves, docks, 
piers, marinas, moorings and vessels; and all ordinances regulating the speed, management and 
control of vessels; and the size, type, location and use of all anchorages and moorings within the 
public waters within the confines of the town. 
(2) Review and process applications for the issuance of mooring permits and assign proper 
placements of moorings in accordance with this article. The harbormaster or his assistants shall 
transfer any and all monies and accounting to the finance department as required. 
(3) Keep proper records of all mooring application information including the location of 
moorings, mooring owners and vessel usage of mooring, type (name, motor or sail) and size of 
vessel using the mooring, type of marine sanitation device (if applicable) on board, copy of current 
boat registration, and amount of payment for mooring permit application. These records shall be 
available for public review at the town clerk's office. 
(4) Prepare, keep current, and make available on request a waiting list for mooring permits in 
accordance with the provisions of this article if the demand for available mooring permits is greater 
than the number of available mooring locations in any given year. The waiting list shall be available 
for public review at the town clerk's office. 
(5) On a monthly basis, the harbormaster shall submit a report at the monthly harbor 
management commission meeting indicating all activities that have gone on during the past month 
including, but not limited to, movement of all moorings, removal of all moorings and additions and 
deletions to waiting lists. Annually, the harbormaster with the harbor management commission shall 
submit a report to the town manager, who in turn will submit a report to the coastal resources 
management council with the following information: 
a. Total number of mooring permits granted. 
b. A summary of the total vessel characteristics (length, motor or sail, MSD) from permit 
applications. 
c. Such summary will also list the water type classifications and therefore the total number of 
permits in each water type classification will be reported as total number and vessel characteristics. 
(6) Ensure the inspection of mooring tackle in accordance with the provisions of this article. 
(7) Assist in grant applications as it pertains to waterways and harbors within the town. 



(8) With the harbor management commission, recommend rules and regulations for approval by 
the town council. 
(9) Coordinate the maintenance and repair of patrol boats and other departmental equipment. 
(10) Prepare and implement department operational budget. 
(11) Act as a liaison with other harbormasters in an effort to modify and improve the existing 
harbor management plan. The harbormaster shall be responsible for duties as further described in 
this article. 
(12) Carry out all other powers and duties authorized to the harbormaster under various state and 
federal marine laws including, but not limited to, Marine Sanitation Devices (MSD) inspection and 
discharge responsibility afforded through the U.S. Coast Guard, Marpol Annex V, section 312 (33 
USC 1251 et seq.) of the Clean Water Act, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-1 et seq., and future laws yet to be 
enacted. 
(Code 1986, § 4-134(a)) 
 
Sec. 82-142.  Assistant harbormasters. 
Assistant harbormasters for the town may be appointed by the town manager and shall serve at the 
pleasure of the town manager. Assistant harbormasters shall report directly to the harbormaster and 
are authorized with the same duties as the harbormaster, under the direction of the harbormaster. 
(Code 1986, § 4-134(b)) 
Cross references: Officers and employees, § 2-201 et seq. 
 
Sec. 82-143.  Compensation and budget. 
The harbormaster and assistant harbormasters shall receive compensation as set by the town 
council. The harbormaster is responsible for the day-to-day administration of a harbor management 
budget. One or more assistant harbormasters will work full-time or part-time, as needed by the 
harbormaster, and will be paid at a rate to be determined within the annual budget. 
(Code 1986, § 4-134(c)) 
 
Secs. 82-144--82-160.  Reserved. 
 
 
DIVISION 4.  BOAT REGULATIONS* 
__________ 
*State law references: Waters and navigation, G.L. 1956, title 46; regulation of boats, G.L. 1956, § 
46-22-1 et seq.; local regulation of boats, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-14, superseded by special regulatory 
powers for the Town of Narragansett, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8. 
__________ 
 
Sec. 82-161.  Vessel speed. 
(a) The operation of any vessel within the tidal waters of the town shall proceed in a manner 
which protects all persons and property from damage caused by waves, wakes, and operation. 
Operators of vessels within the coastal waters and harbor waters of the town shall comply with 
federal, state and local regulations on vessel speed and wake. 
(b) No vessel shall operate in a reckless or careless manner, which shall include, but not be 
limited to, wave and wake jumping, or operating at high speeds within close proximity to docks or 
other vessels, or that causes wake or wash potentially dangerous to persons or damaging property. 



(1) Federal navigation channels: Vessels speed shall not exceed five miles per hour in any federal 
navigation channel located within the town land points, and for any federal navigation channel 
located within the waters within Point Judith Pond in the town. 
(2) Navigation fairways: Vessels speed shall not exceed five miles per hour nor create more than 
minimal wake in any navigation fairway as established and described in this section. 
(3) Mooring-navigation fairways: Vessels speed shall not exceed steerageway in any mooring 
fairway, as determined by the harbormaster. 
(4) Mooring fields: Vessel speed shall not exceed steerageway, nor create wake in any designated 
mooring area or anchorage as established and described in this section. 
(5) No vessel shall be operated in excess of steerageway in Point Judith Pond north of Pine Tree 
Point. 
(6) No vessel shall operate at a speed in excess of five miles per hour or create a wake in the 
entrance to or within the harbor at Point Judith between a line running east to west drawn across the 
breachway from the end of the east wall in a westerly direction to the end of Jerusalem and a line 
drawn across Point Judith Harbor running east to west from the most western end of Little Comfort 
Island to the west end of Jerusalem shore.  
(7) No vessel shall operate at a speed in excess of five miles per hour or create a wake in the 
area east of the Great Island Bridge to a point approximately 1,200 feet to the northeast. 
(8) No vessel shall operate at a speed (as posted) greater than five miles per hour or create a 
wake in the following areas of the Narrow River: 
a. At Middle Bridge and from Beach Avenue to the lake; 
b. From the Dunes Club Tennis Court to where the Narrow River turns east; 
c. From the State Boat Ramp in South Kingstown north to the end of Conanicus Road. 
d. From one hundred (100) feet east of Sprague Bridge to three hundred (300) feet to the west. 
(Code 1986, § 4-151; Ch. 795, § 1, 8-7-2000; Ch. 797, § 4, 8-21-2001) 
State law references: Reckless operation of boats, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-9. 
 
Sec. 82-162.  Vessel operations. 
Vessels used alone or engaged in activities including, but not limited to, water skiing, jetskiing, 
paragliding, sailboarding, surfboarding and other similar uses that involve the use of a vessel moving 
in excess of five  miles per hour shall not be allowed within 200 feet of any designated swimming 
area, mooring area, anchorage area, shore side facility, right-of-way ingress and egress points, 
launching ramp, federal navigation channels, navigation fairways, small unpowered vessels 
vulnerable to swamping or tipping due to wakes (i.e. canoes, kayaks, etc). Vessels used in these 
manners are allowed within 200 feet of shore side facilities when the sole purpose is to begin or end 
such activity. 
(1) No vessel operating upon the tidal waters of this town shall pass closer than 200 feet of an 
outer marker of a public bathing area on the shores of this town. Public safety vessels, emergency 
vessels are exempt from this subsection. 
(2) No person shall operate any vessel in a reckless or negligent manner so as to endanger the 
life, safety or property of oneself or another. No vessel shall operate within 50 feet of any fixed 
object in the water unless the vessel is utilizing the fixed object for a permitted use. 
(3) The Inland Navigation Rules and Regulations shall apply in all of the tidal waters of the 
town. Any violation of the Inland Rules and Regulations shall be considered as negligent operation 
of a vessel. 
(4) Water skiing is prohibited in all swimming, mooring, and anchorage areas, and for an area 
200 feet from the perimeter of these activities. 



(5) No person shall operate a personal watercraft between the hours of one-half hour after 
sunset and one-half hour before sunrise. 
(6) All vessels must meet the existing standards for muffling devices as stated in G.L. 1956, § 
46-22-8. 
(7) Boating activities should be limited in shallow-water habitat to decrease turbidity and 
physical destruction of such habitat. 
(Code 1986, § 4-152; Ch. 797, § 5, 8-21-2000) 
 
Sec. 82-163.  Navigation fairways. 
The following fairways are hereby designated within the following parameters, to be forwarded to 
the CRMC for U.S. Coast Guard establishment. 
(1) Can #33at head end of Point Judith Pond up to the shoreline at Route #1. 
(2) Ramp approach at South Ferry. 
(3) Ramp approach at Bonnet Shores. 
(4) Ramp approach at Mettatuxet Yacht Club. 
(5) Ramp at Long Cove. 
(6) Dock at Harbor Island. 
(7) Dock at Briggs Farm Estate. 
(8) Ramps at Great Island. 
(9) Ramps at Galilee. 
(10) Ramp at Breakwater Village. 
(Code 1986, § 4-153) 
 
Sec. 82-164.  Obstruction of channels, fairways and berthing space. 
No vessel, fixed, or floating structure shall be moored or anchored so as to interfere with the free 
and unobstructed use of channels, fairways or berthing spaces within the areas under the jurisdiction 
of the town, as detailed in section 82-103. 
(Code 1986, § 4-154) 
 
Sec. 82-165.  Swimming. 
Swimming is prohibited in all navigation channels, mooring areas and fairways. Swimming and/or 
diving off of all bridges is prohibited. 
(Code 1986, § 4-155) 
 
Sec. 82-166.  Fishing. 
Fishing and shellfishing is prohibited in all federal navigation channels and navigation fairways. The 
placement of lobster and eel pots, pot floats and fish nets is also prohibited in all federal navigation 
channels, navigation fairways and mooring fields. 
(Code 1986, § 4-156) 
 
Sec. 82-167.  Use of vessels as abodes. 
In accordance with the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program, section 300.5, 
houseboats or floating businesses are prohibited from mooring or anchoring, unless within the 
boundaries of a marina.  
(Code 1986, § 4-157) 
 
 
 



Sec. 82-168.  Marine toilets and sewage discharge. 
No person shall operate a marine toilet at any time so as to cause or permit to pass or to be 
discharged into harbor waters any untreated sewage or other waste matter or contaminant of any 
kind. 
(Code 1986, § 4-158) 
 
Sec. 82-169.  Marine debris. 
The discharge of any waste, garbage, refuse, petroleum product or byproduct, paint, varnish, dead 
animals, fish, or any other debris into the waters is prohibited under this article. 
(Code 1986, § 4-159) 
 
Sec. 82-170.  Towing and moving of vessels. 
If any vessel berthed, moored or anchored in the tidal waters of the town is found to be in direct 
violation of any provision of this article, the harbormaster is authorized to move, relocate or tow 
such vessel. In addition to any fine for such violation, a fee of $100.00 shall be collected from the 
vessel owner for such harbormaster action. 
(Code 1986, § 4-160) 
 
Sec. 82-171.  Rafting. 
Vessels may raft on a single mooring during daylight hours when such activity does not interfere 
with the proper functioning of adjacent moorings or vessel anchorages. Vessels at raft shall be 
manned at all times, and be prepared to get underway if conditions so require. It shall be the 
responsibility of the owner of the mooring permit to determine that the load on the mooring tackle 
does not constitute a potential hazard. 
(Code 1986, § 4-161) 
 
Sec. 82-172.  Abandoned vessels and structures. Reserved.   
(a) Upon determination by the harbormaster, the harbormaster may take custody and control of 
abandoned vessels and structures located in the tidal waters of the town and remove, store or 
otherwise dispose of such vessel or structure at the expense and sole risk of the owner of the 
abandoned vessel or structure. Reasonable notice of 30 days shall be given by certified letter to the 
address on record of the owner, of such removal, storage or disposal, and shall also be publicly 
advertised. If any abandoned vessel or structure presents a hazard to navigation, the harbormaster 
may have it removed before it is publicly advertised or reasonable notice is given. The owner is 
responsible for all expenses incurred in either case. 
(b) The harbormaster shall assume all of the duties and powers of the commissioner of wrecks 
and shipwrecked goods, as detailed in the G.L. 1956, §§ 46-10-1--46-10-13. 
(Code 1986, § 4-162) 
 
Sec. 82-173.  Boat standards. 
Every vessel entering the tidal waters of the town shall be equipped as required by G.L. 1956, § 46-
22-1 et seq., and all similar federal laws, rules and regulations. Consistent with G.L. 1956, § 46-22-1 
et seq., the harbormaster as the agent for the town, shall have the authority to enforce all provisions 
of G.L. 1956, § 46-22-1 et seq. 
(Code 1986, § 4-163) 
 
 
 



Sec. 82-174.  Derelict vessels or Man-made Marine debris. 
No derelict vessel or man-made marine debris, shall be allowed in or upon the waters or shores of 
the town. A vessel or man-made marine debris of any kind whatsoever, in a badly deteriorated 
condition or which is likely to damage private or public property or which might become a hazard to 
navigation, shall not be permitted to moor, anchor or dock in the waters under the jurisdiction of 
the town. Any vessel or man-made marine debris which is or might become a hazard to navigation 
may be ordered moved by the harbormaster. 
(Code 1986, § 4-164) 
 
Sec. 82-175.  Special events. 
The harbormaster, with approval from the town manager, may authorize in accordance with all 
appropriate state and federal guidelines, certain special events, such as swimming races, regattas, 
marine parades, or other marine and maritime activities that may from time to time be held on or in 
the coastal waters and harbor areas under the jurisdiction of the town. 
(Code 1986, § 4-165) 
 
Sec. 82-176.  Powerboat and sailboat competition. 
(a) No competitive races or similar events shall be held upon the coastal waters of the town 
without the submission of a written proposal to the harbormaster, which will be submitted for final 
approval from the town manager. 
(b) Race courses set for both practice and competition shall be laid out so as to avoid the 
crossing of a channel, fairway or launching ramp access. 
(Code 1986, § 4-166) 
 
Sec. 82-177.  Rights-of-way to the water. 
(a) No person shall block barricade or in any way impede the public use of or access to 
designated public rights-of-way to the water as defined by the coastal resources management council 
or the town. 
(b) No person shall store a vessel, vehicle, or structure on a designated public right-of-way to 
the water as defined by the coastal resources management council or the town except by written 
permission of the harbormaster when regulated and allowed by law. 
(Code 1986, § 4-167) 
 
Sec. 82-178.  Transient anchoring and anchorages. 
(a) A vessel may anchor on its own anchor in the tidal waters of the town except in federal 
navigation channels, navigation fairways, mooring fields, swimming areas, rights-of-way ingress and 
egress areas, and launching ramp areas. A vessel may not anchor for a period greater than 72 hours. 
Anchored vessels may be left unattended: the crew may go ashore, but shall not leave the general 
area. They shall be available to tend to the vessel in the event of heavy weather. It shall be the vessel 
owner's and/or operator's responsibility to remain clear of all moored vessels, and other structures. 
 (Code 1986, § 4-168) 
 
Sec. 82-179.  Failure to stop. 
It shall be a violation of this article for any person to refuse to move or stop on oral command or 
order of the harbormaster or assistant harbormasters operating in his official capacity, and exercising 
the duties lawfully assigned to him. 
(Code 1986, § 4-169) 
Secs. 82-180--82-195.  Reserved. 



DIVISION 5.  MOORING REGULATIONS  
Subdivision I.  In General 
 
Sec. 82-196.  Limits to the location of moorings. 
No mooring shall be placed in waters within the town's jurisdiction without prior written approval 
of the harbormaster. A mooring shall be removed only by the harbormaster, his authorized agent or 
with the harbormaster’s specific and expressed permission. The harbormaster shall reserve the right 
to have moorings removed, replaced or relocated at his discretion. The town, through its 
harbormaster, shall have the authority to remove unauthorized moorings at the expense and risk of 
the owner. The town shall hold such mooring for a period of 21 days, within which the registered 
owner shall have the right to reclaim the mooring by paying the town all required fees, penalties and 
expenses. If the owner does not claim the mooring within the 21-day period, the town shall have the 
right to dispose of such moorings as it deems fit. The Town will continue to ensure that mooring 
areas are not establish, nor any Bessel moored or anchored, so as to interfere with the free and 
unobstructed use of channels, fairways, or shore side facilities within the harbor. Public mooring 
areas shall provide, where possible, a 50 foot setback from all residential docs, piers, floats, public 
launching ramps, federal navigation channels, fairways, anchorages, and/or turning basins. Setback 
limits from riparian moorings and shoreline public rights-of-way shall be sufficient to allow for 
ingress and egress and to prevent interference with the exercise of private or public rights in these 
areas. Mooring areas shall be setback at least three times the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s 
authorized project depth from federal navigation projects. In addition, the Town will ensure that 
mooring areas and/or moorings dedicated to private commercial uses are not sited in federally 
maintained project areas.  
(Code 1986, § 4-181) 
 
Sec. 82-197.  Mooring records. 
The harbormaster shall keep a detailed record of all moorings, both private and town rentals, their 
location, along with the owner's name, home (and business if applicable) address, telephone 
numbers, last mooring inspection date, mooring permit number, and vessel data as detailed in 
section 82-222(1). 
(Code 1986, § 4-185) 
 
Sec. 82-198.  Moorings associated with riparian/waterfront properties. 
Current residential waterfront property owners shall be allowed to place one mooring in those 
waters immediately adjacent to the residence of the waterfront property. If land is to be subdivided 
to produce a greater number of waterfront properties, the applicant may be required by the 
harbormaster to submit plans for common mooring areas and provide for common access to the 
shoreline. If shoreline or other considerations preclude the placement of a resident waterfront 
mooring immediately adjacent to the property, the mooring shall be placed in the nearest mooring 
field with priority consideration being given to the proximity of the waterfront owner. The mooring 
owner must comply with all mooring permit application requirements, and receive a mooring permit 
from the town as described in this division. If there is a need for an additional mooring, the regular 
mooring application process is to be followed.  In any case no more than two moorings per 
applicant will be allowed.  The mooring must meet all mooring tackle standards and inspections as 
described in this division, before such placement will be permitted. 
(Code 1986, § 4-186) 
 
 



Sec. 82-199.  Transfer of moorings. 
Notwithstanding the above provision, a private mooring may transfer to an immediate family 
member (brother, sister, mother, father, spouse, children or grandchildren) upon written notice 
to the harbormaster which shall include the name and address change. Such transfers shall be 
strictly limited to a one time basis to those individuals holding a valid permit on the date that the 
CRMC approves the HMP and Harbor Ordinances. No immediate family member to whom a 
private mooring is transferred shall then be allowed to transfer that private mooring under any 
circumstance.  Thereafter, all private moorings that are forfeited by or not renewed by a holder 
of a valid mooring permit shall be made available to individuals on the waiting list. 
 (Code 1986, § 4-187) 
 
Sec. 82-200.  Mooring areas. 
(a) No mooring shall be located or placed within the coastal waters of the town without a valid 
mooring permit issued by the harbormaster and without having the mooring inspected as detailed in 
this division and approved by the harbormaster. The harbormaster must direct the placement of the 
mooring. 
(b) No vessel so moored or anchored shall extend beyond the designated mooring area 
boundaries, as detailed in this division, with the exception of residential waterfront moorings which 
may be located in a waterfront property owner's riparian area. 
(c) All designated mooring fields sited within the tidal waters of the town shall not be 
established, nor any vessel moored or anchored, so as to interfere with the free and unobstructed 
use of channels, fairways, ore shore side facilities within the harbor.  Public mooring areas shall 
provide, where possible, a 50 foot setback from all residential docks, piers, floats, public launching 
ramps, federal navigation channels, fairways, anchorages, and/or turning basins.  If an approved 
public mooring area conflicts with an application for the new construction or addition to a 
residential deck, pier or float, then the applicant may request relief from the recommended 50’ 
setback from the Harbor Management Commission.  If the relief is approved by the Harbor 
Management Commission, then the Harbor Management Commission shall recommend to the 
Town Council an amendment to the approved mooring area.  Setback limits from riparian moorings 
and shoreline public rights-of-way shall be sufficient to allow for ingress and egress and to prevent 
interference with the exercise of private or public rights in these areas.  Mooring areas shall be 
setback least three times the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’ authorized project depth from federal 
navigation projects (e.g., navigation channels and anchorage areas) 
 (d) Mooring area designations. Certain waters of the town shall be designated as mooring areas. 
Those waters designated in this section are authorized for placements of permitted moorings as 
detailed within this division. They are located in accordance with all policies of the town's harbor 
management plan, the policies and requirements of the coastal resources management council's 
Guidelines for the Development of Municipal Harbor Management Plans, specifically the 
regulations set forth in sections d through l on page 30, and the CRMC's Management Procedures 
for Siting Mooring Fields. Any revisions to the size and/or location of these mooring field 
designations shall require town council approval. Once town council approval is obtained, approval 
for the revisions from the coastal resources management council and the department of the 
environment must be obtained. Once approval has been obtained from both state agencies, the 
revisions may take place. 
(e) The following mooring area designations and anchorage area designations are described on 
Maps 3 and 4 in Appendix 1 of the Harbor Management Plan.   
Editor's note: Maps 3 and 4 are not printed in this section but are on file in the town clerk's office. 
(f) The following designated mooring areas are described as mooring areas A, B, and C. 



Editor's note: The description of the areas is not printed in this subsection (f), but is on file in the 
town clerk's office. 
(g) The following designated anchorage areas are described as designated anchorage areas AA--
DD. 
Editor's note: The description of the areas is not printed in this subsection (g) but is on file in the 
town clerk's office. 
(Code 1986, § 4-188; Ch. 807, § 1, 6-11-2001) 
 
Sec. 82-201.  Mooring tackle specifications. 
(a) Mooring tackle shall meet the following minimum standards: (mushroom anchor and non-
mushroom sites). The provisions of this section shall be effective upon the passage of this division 
for new permits and March 31, 2000, for existing permits. The minimum rate for any vessel 
permitted for a mooring shall be 15 feet. 
Where: 

L = Length of vessel      

B = The beam of vessel     

E1 = A low exposure factor = 1 

E2 = A medium exposure  = 2 

E3 = A high exposure = 3 
 
The formula for determining the weight of a mushroom anchor (X) is stated as follows: 
L x B x (E1, E2 or E3) = X 
For non-mushroom applications the dead weight shall be ten times the mushroom weight and the 
material shall be an acceptable grade of granite and/or concrete. 
An exposure rating shall be established for each mooring field based on its wind and surf exposure. 
Example: A 35-foot vessel with a 13-foot beam at various locations would require the following: 
 

Vessel Length   Beam   Exposure Factor   
Mushroom 

Weight 

35 Feet X 13 Feet  x 1 = 455  

35 Feet x 13 Feet  x 2 = 910 

35 Feet x 13 Feet x 3 = 1,365 

 
(b) Boats greater than 50 feet in length shall comply with the harbor master’s directions. 
Size of Permanent Mooring Rode Components 
TABLE INSET: 

Mushroom Anchor  
Weight 

(Pounds) 
 Riding Chain Size 

(inches) 
Ground Chain Size 

(inches) 
Pennant Size Rope (diameter 

inches)  

200  1/2  1/2    5/8   

300  1/2  5/8    3/4   

400  1/2  3/4    7/8   

600  1/2  7/8 1   1/16  

800  1/2 1     1   1/4   

1000  5/8 1 1/4 1   5/8   



 
(Source: American Boat and Yacht Council, Inc. P.O. Box 806, Amityville, NY 11701) 
(c) Anchorage areas are located in the tidal waters of the town according to Map 3 in Appendix 
1 of the Harbor Management Plan and are defined as follows: AA; BB; CC; DD 
Editor's note: Map 3 is not printed in this section but is on file in the town clerk's office. 
(1) Only mushroom anchors, pyramid anchors, granite blocks and/or concrete will be 
acceptable for moorings. The specific mooring site will determine whether a mushroom anchor, 
pyramid anchor, granite block and/or concrete is permitted. Deadweight anchor sites shall require 
granite and/or concrete blocks. The granite and/or concrete block shall be ten times the weight of a 
comparable sized mushroom. All hardware that is an integral part of the granite and/or concrete 
block assembly shall be sized to at least match the associated rode specifications. 
(2) The length of the pennant shall be three times the distance from the bow chock to the water 
(measured vertically), plus the distance from the bow chock to the mooring cleat or post. 
 
(3) All pennant lines running through a chock or any other object where chafing may occur 
should have adequate chafe guards. 
 
(4) The total scope of the chain shall be three times the depth of the water at high tide. The 
bottom chain shall constitute at least 50 percent of the scope. 
 
(5) All shackles, swivels and other hardware used in the mooring hookup shall be proportional 
in size to the chain used (relative to strength). 
 
(6) All shackles shall be properly seized.  
 
(7) The pennant shall be spliced or shackled into the bitter end of the top chain below the buoy 
so that the strain is not carried by the buoy. 
 
(8) The winter stake shall be constructed of non-leaching rigid material. 
 
(9) Moorings, stakes, pipes, pilings or any other object shall not be driven into the submerged 
lands within the jurisdiction of the town, nor shall any object of any description be located in the 
tidal waters of the town in order to moor a vessel from the shore without permitted approval 
effective with the 1998 boating season. 
 
(.10.) Mooring buoys shall be rigid, spherical, a minimum of 18 inches in diameter and painted 
white with a two-inch wide blue horizontal stripe at the mid-section of the buoy. 
(11. The minimum distance between any two moored vessels shall be 1.25 times the total 
mooring scope, plus the length of the larger vessel. 
 
(.12.) The harbormaster through the HMC appeals process may approve mooring tackle 
specifications other than those standards described in this section if such specifications are 
appropriate for the area in which the mooring will be located. 
 
(13)  Mooring floats may be allowed in the tidal waters of the town by a special exception, as 
determined by the harbor management commission. Mooring floats shall be charged a mooring fee 
based on the sum of its length and width, using the current mooring fee schedule up to a maximum 
of 150 square feet at the discretion of the harbormaster. The sum of the length and width shall also 



be utilized in determining the appropriate mushroom anchor size. The float shall also be required to 
show a permanent reflector material at least two inches in width along the full perimeter of the 
uppermost outside edge of the float. Vessels shall not in any manner be attached to the mooring or 
the float between sunset and sunrise nor shall a vessel of any size be placed upon a float, nor shall a 
float be utilized to launch a personal watercraft or any vessel above the water's surface. ..  Mooring 
floats shall be constructed in accordance with CRMC guidelines for dock floats. 
 
(14.) Outhaul: Defined as a non-single point anchoring device for the purpose of securing a boat in 
tidal waters and retrieving it from shore. Mooring outhauls (stringers) shall be regulated by the 
harbormaster. Outhauls will not be permitted on beach areas that are commonly used for bathing 
purposes, ROW’s, or any other area that might restrict the general public’s access to the water. The 
harbormaster shall have the final determination as to whether an existing or future outhaul conforms 
to the requirements. All non-conforming outhauls shall be brought to standards or removed from 
Town waters.  
 

(1) Posts will be two inch (2”) galvanized  pipe or wood equivalent. The minimum height 
shall be .three (3) feet above the high water mark at seaward end. Pulley, eye hooks, rope, 
pole depth and location, and other materials shall be approved by the harbormaster. 

 
(2) Galvanized posts will have an assigned permit decal/number displayed at seaward and 

landward ends.  Ropes shall be a minimum of 3/8 inches and shall be positioned above 
the high water line. Seaward posts must be visible so as not to obstruct nor be a hazard. 

 
(3) No boat over fifteen (15) feet shall be placed on an outhaul mooring. 

 
(4) Existing mooring outhauls shall be registered with the Harbor Master Division, 

following the application procedure for moorings.  All outhauls shall be inspected 
annually by the harbor master in order to determine winter damage before season 
permits are issued. 

 
(5) The annual fee for a mooring outhaul permit shall be the current fees with a 15’ 

minimum.   
 

(6) Up to two (2) outhauls may be allowed per waterfront property.  
(7) Outhauls are not permitted on properties which contain a recreational boating facility 
(8) Permits must be issued only consistent with RICRMP including provisions 300.18.  
(9) CRMC retains the authority to revoke any permits issued by the municipality if it finds 

that such permit conflicts with RICRMP.   
(10) From November 15 to April 15, when a boat is not being secured by the device on 

an annual basis, the outhaul cabling system shall be removed.  
(11) Outhauls may be “grandfathered” in their current location upon annual 

harbormaster documentation that such outhauls have been in continuous use at such 
location since 2004, and the contiguous property owner(s) agree in writing to such, 
however such “grandfathering” is extinguished whenever a recreational boating facility is 
approved at the location.  

 
(Code 1986, § 4-189) (CRMC “Redbook” Sec. 300.4.B.7 



 
Sec. 82-202.  Inspections. 
(a) All new moorings in the tidal waters of the town must have the chain, tackle and anchor 
inspected by an approved contractor with the Town prior to setting the mooring. (b) Every permit 
holder shall be required to maintain his mooring in safe condition. Any chain, shackle, swivel or 
other tackle which has become warped or worn by one-fourth its normal diameter shall be replaced. 
Failure to maintain a safe mooring shall be cause for revocation of the mooring permit and shall be 
deemed a violation of this division. 
(c) Moorings shall be inspected for each registered owner every third year.  All costs of a 
mooring inspection required under the provisions of this division shall be the responsibility of the 
mooring owner.  A town approved mooring inspector must raise the mooring out of the water and 
place the mooring on deck with the tension released for a complete inspection of all components. 
The agent performing the inspection shall be registered with the town, and shall be bonded and 
insured in the amount of $1,000,000.00 to protect the town's and all other parties' interests.  The 
designated agent shall certify to the town that the inspection has taken place and that the mooring 
meets all town requirements. 
(d) The harbormaster will keep a written record on every mooring that has been inspected 
within the preceding three years. Noncompliance with the mooring standards shall mean the wear of 
any swivel, shackle or chain link by as much as one-quarter its original dimension, or apparent 
fraying or other weakness in the rope pennant. In a case of noncompliance, the registered owner 
shall ensure that such repairs be executed within 14 days. Upon completion of the repairs, the 
mooring owner will then be responsible for notifying the harbormaster that the mooring is ready for 
re-inspection. Any mooring washed or dragged ashore during a storm shall be reinspected at the 
expense of the owner before it is reset. Failure to meet these requirements may cause the 
harbormaster to order removal of the mooring, at the owner's expense, from the mooring space. 
(Code 1986, § 4-190; Ch. 821, § 1, 7-1-2002) 
 
Sec. 82-203.  Mooring season. 
The mooring season shall begin on March 15 of the year and continue until December 1 of the same 
calendar year. No watercraft or any other object except for a winter stake shall be attached to a 
permitted mooring during the non-mooring season. Special permission may be granted by the 
harbormaster upon receiving written request for an extension of the mooring season for exceptions 
to the requirement of removal of all watercraft. A winter stake shall be attached to the mooring 
tackle. The winter stake must be removed no later than June 1. 
(Code 1986, § 4-191) 
 
Sec. 82-204.  Compliance. 
Every owner, master, agent or person in charge of any vessel, who shall neglect or refuse to obey the 
directions of the harbormaster or other enforcement agent of the town in matters within the 
harbormaster's authority to direct, and every person who shall resist or oppose the harbormaster in 
the execution of his duties or shall violate any provision of this division or regulation pursuant 
thereto shall, upon conviction, be fined to the current fine schedule for each offense. Each day that 
such neglect or refusal to obey shall continue, after notice thereto given by the harbormaster or 
other authority to any owner, agent or other person in charge of a vessel, shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
(Code 1986, § 4-202) 
 
 



Sec. 82-205.  Penalties for violation of division. 
(a) Any violation of this division or a violation of the town harbor management plan shall be 
punishable by a fine not to exceed the current fine schedule and each day the violation exists shall be 
deemed a new violation. 
(b) It shall be a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than the current fine schedule 
for any person to refuse to move or stop on oral command or order of the harbormaster or his 
designee exercising the duties lawfully assigned to him. 
(Code 1986, § 4-203) 
 
Secs. 82-206--82-220.  Reserved. 
 
 
Subdivision II.  Mooring Permit 
 
Sec. 82-221.  Required. 
A mooring permit is required and may be granted by the harbormaster on an annual basis to place a 
mooring in the waters of the town. This permit may be revoked at any time for failure to comply 
with the provisions of this article. 
(Code 1986, § 4-131) 
 
Sec. 82-222.  Application requirements. 
The following requirements are set for applications for mooring permit: 
(1) Private moorings. All applications for private mooring permits shall contain the following 
information: 
a. Name, address, email, and telephone (home and office) of owner; 
b. Vessel name, registration number, length (feet), width (feet), draft (feet), displacement, type 
and color; 
c. Number of sleeping berths, if any, and type of marine sanitation device (MSD), if any; 
d. A photocopy of a valid/current state boat registration certificate; or a photocopy of a 
valid/current federal documentation certificate and a photocopy of a valid/current state 
documented boat registration certificate; 
e. Mooring classification (type), actual mooring weight; 
f. Appropriate registration fee; 
g. Areas where the applicant would like to locate the mooring prioritized; 
h. Applicant must certify in writing that the proposed mooring tackle meets the inspection 
criteria; 
i. Compliance with section 300.4.1(a) and (b) of the state coastal resources management 
program (RI CRMP) as they relate to the provisions of sanitary facilities and parking requirements. 
(2) Commercial moorings. An individual registration form, requesting the same information as 
required of private mooring applicants, must be completed by each mooring lessee. No commercial 
entity shall control a mooring which is located within a federal anchorage. Mooring located within 
any federal project shall be controlled directly by the town. 
(3) Town rental moorings. The harbormaster, in addition to making available private moorings 
contracted for, shall offer rental moorings in designated mooring areas in order to meet a reasonable 
demand for transient moorings. The town rental fees are set 40 under section 82-223. The town 
rental moorings shall not exceed 15 percent of the moorings in any single mooring field. This 
percentage will not apply for the harbor of refuge, where the moorings shall be primarily of a 
transient nature, or other mooring areas designated as a transient mooring area. 



(Code 1986, § 4-183) 
 
Sec. 82-223.  Fees. 

(a) There shall be a fee schedule adopted by resolution. All applications for mooring permits 
shall be accompanied by the appropriate fee. The minimum rate of any vessel permitted 
for a mooring shall be 15 feet. Fees include: 
 
 

 

Mooring Application/Wait list(valid for 3 years) $50.00 

Resident (per foot) $8.00 

Nonresident (per foot) $12.00 

Town rental (transient)(per night) $30.00 

Re-siting mooring (per hour) $50.00 

 
 (b) All moorings placed in town tidal waters shall be done at the direction of the harbormaster, 
and the harbormaster shall be alerted to any periodic inspections. A mooring moved/removed, 
except at the direction of the harbormaster, shall be assessed a re-siting charge, and shall then be 
processed as a new mooring application. 
(Code 1986, § 4-201) 
 
Sec. 82-224.  Numbering. 
(a) Once application has been approved, and paid in full, each permitted mooring located in the 
coastal waters of the town shall be assigned a number by the harbormaster. The mooring decal 
provided by the town shall be affixed to the mooring. The assigned number will be displayed in 
contrasting colors in two places on each mooring ball in block letters at least three inches in height. 
No numbers or letter other than those called for by this section are to appear on a mooring. 
(b) Any mooring not displaying a mooring registration number shall be considered an 
unauthorized mooring. Unauthorized moorings will be removed in accordance with the provisions 
of this division. 
(c) The harbormaster is authorized to charge a fee of $25 for the replacement of the mooring decal 
required pursuant to subsection (a) hereof. 
(Code 1986, § 4-184) 
 
Sec. 82-225.  Mooring without permit; revocation; period of validity. 
No mooring shall be located in the tidal waters of the town until a permit has been issued for the 
use of such mooring by the harbormaster. No mooring shall be located nor shall be maintained 
unless the mooring owner has received a valid mooring permit issued by the harbormaster for the 
mooring and that the mooring conforms to the specifications and standards set forth in this division 
and permit. This permit may be revoked at any time for failure to comply with the provisions of this 
division. Mooring permits are valid for a one mooring season (March 15th to December 1st), at which 
time they may be renewed. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(a)) 
 
 
 



Sec. 82-226.  Request for a new permit. 
(a) To be eligible for a new mooring permit, an applicant must own a boat for which a mooring 
permit is being sought. All requests for new mooring permits shall be submitted to the harbormaster 
at the town hall, on the application forms provided by the harbormaster by March 1 of each year. 
Mooring permit applications are also available at the town clerk's office. An application shall be 
accompanied by the appropriate application fee, and shall be forwarded to the office of the director 
of finance by the harbormaster. A complete and accurate mooring permit application must be 
provided before the harbormaster can act to approve or deny such application. The harbormaster 
shall determine if a new mooring permit can be issued only after all provisions of the harbor 
management plan and this division are met. 
(b) If the harbormaster issues a mooring permit, the mooring owner for whom such permit has 
been issued must locate the mooring at the direction of the harbormaster or assistant harbormasters 
in accordance with the harbor management plan and this division. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(b)) 
 
Sec. 82-227.  Renewals. 
(a) The harbormaster shall mail the application forms by February 1 of each year to those 
persons who held valid mooring permits at the end of the previous calendar year, to the address 
listed on their last mooring permit. It shall be the responsibility of the mooring permit holder to 
notify the harbormaster of any change in address. 
(b) Applications for renewal of a valid mooring permit shall be submitted with full payment to 
the harbormaster on application forms provided by the harbormaster not later than April 1st of each 
year. For unusual circumstances there may  be a grace period, which shall be extended to May 15th 
of each year.  Any person seeking to submit the renewal during the grace period (April 2nd to May 
15th) must pay a late fee of $50. All renewal applications that have not submitted full payment with 
any late fees by May 15th shall forfeit their mooring. All applications shall be accompanied by the 
annual fee, as noted on the registration form, and shall be mailed on or before April 1 of that year by 
U.S. mail addressed to the Harbormaster, Police Station, 40 Caswell Street, Narragansett, RI 02882.  
 (c) The harbormaster shall approve or reject mooring permit applications by April 15 for those 
that are submitted on or before April 1 and by June 1 for those that are submitted within the grace 
period.   
 (Code 1986, § 4-182(c)) 
 
Sec. 82-228.  Relocation of existing permitted mooring. 
All requests for relocation of existing permitted moorings must be submitted to the harbormaster. 
Information for such a request must meet the requirements listed for a mooring permit application, 
as well as show proof of a valid mooring permit issued for the previous year. The reason for a 
mooring relocation must also accompany the request. Based upon availability of space, the 
requirements of the ordinance, and the type and size characteristics of vessel, action will be taken on 
the request by the harbormaster. Any request received by the harbormaster that is not complete shall 
be returned to the applicant, and no action will be taken on the request. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(d)) 
 
Sec. 82-229.  Failure to renew. 
Failure to renew an existing valid mooring permit in accordance with the provisions of this division 
by April 1 of any given year shall result in the permitted owner's abandonment of all of his privileges 
and interests in the previously permitted mooring space. The harbormaster shall direct the removal 



of  any abandoned mooring at the permitted owner's expense. Such expense may in turn be 
recovered by the town. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(e)) 
 
Secs. 82-230--82-245.  Reserved. 
 
 
Subdivision III.  Mooring Spaces 
 
Sec. 82-246.  Forfeiture. 
Any owner of a mooring located in the tidal waters of the town shall be deemed to have forfeited his 
mooring permit by reason of the following: 
(1) Removal of mooring and mooring tackle by mooring owner and notification to the 
harbormaster that the mooring has been permanently removed. 
(2) Failure to respond to the harbormaster's notice that the mooring does not comply with the 
mooring tackle standards set forth in this division, or that the mooring has been displaced or moved 
from its permitted location. 
(3) Failure to resurface or replace the mooring within 30 days after being advised by the 
harbormaster that the mooring is down or does not comply with the mooring tackle standards. 
(4) Continued failure to meet the requirements of the provisions of this division may result in 
forfeiture of mooring privileges, the standard appeal process shall apply. 
(5) Knowingly providing false information to the harbormaster in the mooring permit 
application process. 
(6) Nonuse of a permitted mooring one morning season (March 15th to December 1st).. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(f)) 
 
Sec. 82-247.  Available spaces. 
The harbormaster shall determine the number of extra mooring spaces available after taking into 
account all approved permitted mooring spaces. These available mooring spaces shall, if appropriate, 
be made available to those persons whose names appear on the waiting list. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(g)) 
 
Sec. 82-248.  Waiting list. 
The harbormaster shall maintain a waiting list of all applicants for mooring permit requests. 
Placement of applications on such a waiting list will be recorded from complete mooring permit 
applications as they are received by the harbormaster. The harbormaster shall update the waiting list 
as appropriate and make the waiting list available for public review at all times at through the 
harbormaster’s office and the Narragansett Town website.. An individual who refuses an available 
and appropriate mooring space will go to the bottom of the waiting list. The waiting list will include 
those individuals not yet registered (potential permitted) and registered owners wishing relocation. 
Each waiting list will be valid for the period of three years. Each applicant shall be responsible to 
keep their information current and pay their renewal fee within the period of three years.  
(Code 1986, § 4-182(h)) 
 
Sec. 82-249.  Assignment; preference to town residents. 
All assignments of mooring space shall be made by the harbormaster. When a mooring space 
becomes available, the harbormaster shall offer such space to the applicant with the earliest date on 
the waiting list, with a vessel of the appropriate dimensions and type of hull for that water space 



available. Mooring preference shall be decided as per the coastal resources management council's 
determination of an assignment of resident to nonresident ratio of no greater than three to one. All 
grants for space shall be recorded by the harbormaster at the harbormaster office upon receipt of a 
completed registration form and appropriate fee. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(i), (j)) 
 
Sec. 82-250.  Anchorages. 
(a) Federal anchorages. Moorings which are located in a federal anchorage shall be assigned on a 
first-come, first-served basis in accordance with the Army Corps of Engineers' definition of the term 
"open to all on equal terms." 
(b) Occupancy of mooring. 
(1) No vessel shall occupy a mooring smaller than the one for which it has been permitted. The 
permitted mooring owner shall be allowed to place other vessels belonging to them on their 
mooring as long as the vessel does not exceed the permitted size. A guest vessel may use the 
mooring for up to ten consecutive days. No vessel shall enjoy guest privileges for more than 15 days 
in any single mooring season. A mooring permittee exercising his guest privileges shall advise the 
harbormaster of the specifics within 24 hours of the guest vessel being placed on the mooring. 
(2) The harbormaster shall have the authority to move any vessel violating the provisions of this 
section, with such movement at the expense and risk of the vessel owner. 
 (3) Any mooring which is not occupied for mooring season (March 15th to December 1st) by the 
permitted vessel shall be considered abandoned and must be removed by its owner from the 
mooring field. An extension may be granted by the harbor management commission if it can be 
demonstrated that extenuating circumstances exist. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(k)) 
 
 
 
Section 2:  This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage, and all other ordinances or parts of ordinances 

inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading read and passed in the Town Council legally assemble the ____ day of ________, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the ___ day of 

_____________, 2016. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Anne M. Irons, CMC 

 Town Clerk 
 

 
 
 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  20   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared: September 26, 2016 

                                                                                      Council Meeting Date: October 3, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

TO:     Honorable Town Council 

         

FROM:   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

 

SUBJECT:  SCHEDULE a Work Session with the Enforcement Subcommittee of 

                       the URI Ad Hoc Committee  

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
That the council schedule a work session to discuss the enforcement issues with the 

URI Ad Hoc Subcommittee. 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:               James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         
FROM:          Anne M. Irons, CMC -Town Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Historic District Commission 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
That the Town Council President appoint an individual to the Historic District 
Commission to fill an unexpired three-year term to expire on January 1, 2017. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Historic District Commission has one member and one alternate member seat 
available for appointment.  There is currently one application on file from Kristen J. 
Connell.  The following indicates the original board appointment date and expiration 
date of the current members.  
 

Name                                   Appointed                         Expiration Date 
 
Vacant (Presbrey)   ---    1/1/2017  

 Vacant, Alternate   5/4/2015   1/1/2016 
 
According to RIGL 45-24.1, eq. seq. and the town’s zoning ordinance, Section 5.4 
Historic District Commission the members shall be appointed by the Town Council 
President. 
 
Attached are the Town Council Rules for Commission, Committee and Board 
Appointments.  According to the Council rules, no person shall be appointed to serve 
concurrently on more than one commission, committee or board created by the Town 
Council, with the exception of ad hoc commissions, committees or boards, or dual 
appointments required by charter, ordinance or resolution. 
 
Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file are given appropriate 
consideration before a person is appointed to a second board or committee and the 
appointment will not violate the town charter.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Council Rules for Commission, Committee and Board Appointments 
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 TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
 
 RULES FOR COMMISSION, COMMITTEE AND BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
I.  SELECTION PROCESS OF MEMBERS 
 
1. As authorized by the Town Council, the Town Clerk shall advertise once a year in 

a local newspaper, the commissions, committees, and boards that will have 
upcoming appointments. When a vacancy occurs it will be placed on the Town’s 
website. 

 
2. Upon receipt of an application, the Town Clerk shall date stamp it and retain the 

original.    
 
3. The application shall remain on file for a period of two (2) years from the date 

received.  The Town Clerk will contact applicant after the two year period to seek 
availability and interest.  The Town Clerk will forward all applications on file for 
an open board when a vacancy becomes available on that particular committee, 
commission or board to the Town Council and to the Town Manager. 

 
4. All new vacancies on the Planning or Zoning Boards will require that the Town 

Council interview those candidates.     
 
5. The Town Council motion to appoint a candidate to a particular committee, 

commission or board, shall have the names of each applicant candidate listed on 
the summary.   

 
6. A written staff recommendation may be submitted to the council through the 

Town Manager.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
7.         All applications received shall be available for public review to the extent under 

law, in the office of the Town Clerk.   
 
8. The mission for each board, commission or committee shall be available in the 

office of the Town Clerk and on the town’s website. 
 
II. REQUIREMENT FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 
1. Applications for the various commissions, committees and boards shall be 

available in the Town Clerk’s Office or on the Town’s website. 
 
2. Applications shall be completed and submitted to the Town Clerk no later than the 

advertised filing date also unless otherwise approved by the unanimous consent of 
the council only applications received before the scheduled appointment date shall 
be considered for appointment. 

 
3. The Town Clerk shall notify individuals whose terms are about to expire by letter, 

to determine if that individual wishes to be considered for reappointment.  
Members are reappointed at the discretion of the Town Council. 

 
4. Individuals wishing to be considered for reappointment shall notify the Town 

Clerk prior to the expiration of the date in the letter sent to them.  
 
5. The chairperson of each commission, committee or board shall submit an Annual 

Report including an attendance record, to the Town Clerk, for those individuals 
wishing to be considered for reappointment. 

 
6. No person shall be appointed to serve concurrently on more than one commission, 

committee, or board created by the Town Council, with the exception of AdHoc 
commissions, committees or boards, or dual appointments required by Charter, 
Ordinance or Resolution.  Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file  
are given appropriate consideration before a person is appointed to a second board 
or committee and the appointment will not violate the town charter. 

 
7. Any appointee who is absent without cause for three (3) consecutive meetings may 

be subject to removal by the Town Council. 
 
8. When any member of a commission, committee or board is absent for (3) 

consecutive meetings, the Chairperson shall notify the Town Clerk, who shall in 
turn notify the Town Council for direction.  Should the Chairperson recognize any 
other attendance deficiencies, the Town Clerk shall be notified, who shall in turn 
notify the Town Council for direction. 



 
9. The applicant shall comply with all State Laws and Regulations, as well as Ethics 

Commission requirements for appointees. 
 
III. APPOINTMENT REVIEW PROCESS 
 
1. The Town Council shall review each application and may invite specific 

candidates to an interview with the Council prior to a regularly scheduled meeting 
or work session.  Candidates interviewed by the Town Council will be sent a letter 
of appreciation by the Town Clerk. 

 
2. When making a nomination, the Council member making the recommendation 

will verbally outline reasons for the nomination.  
 
 
Adopted February 1, 2010 
Amended 11-15-10 
Amended 11-18-13 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Honorable Town Council  
       
FROM: Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor 
 
SUBJECT:   Town Beach South Parking Lot Seawall Rehabilitation Project 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council approves a settlement agreement with Narragansett Dock Works 
Inc., and moves to vacate its May 16, 2016 vote to rescinding the original contract for 
nonperformance. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
On April 4, 2016 the Town awarded a contract to Narragansett Dock Works, Inc. (NDW) 
to complete the Town Beach South Parking Lot Seawall Rehabilitation Project.  The 
project was to be completed in advance of the beach season in order to avoid disrupting 
operations.  Unfortunately, NDW never started construction before the deadline for 
completion.  The Town voted to rescind the contract for non-performance on May 16, 
2016, and subsequently expended $8,520 in emergency interim repairs to make the site 
suitable for beach season activity. 
 
Following the recision of this contract, the Town filed a claim against NDW’s perfor-
mance bond, and has undertaken efforts to settle the dispute.  The attached agreement 
represents the results of that effort.  In sum, NDW will complete the project at its bid 
price.  NDW will credit the $8,520 expended for emergency interim repairs to the Town’s 
account and reduce the balance owed on the competed project accordingly. NDW has 
ten weeks to complete the project once actual construction starts.  In no event shall 
construction activity extend past April 17, 2017. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Settlement agreement 



 

 

 

AGREEMENT 

 

I - Recitals 

Whereas on April 4, 2016 the Town of Narragansett, through the Narragansett Town Council, 

awarded a contract to Narragansett Dock Works, Inc. (NDW) to complete the Town Beach South Parking 

Lot Seawall Rehabilitation Project; and 

Whereas NDW did not initiate construction prior the contract deadline for completing the project; 

and 

Whereas the Narragansett Town Council voted to rescind the contract award on May 16, 2016; 

and  

Whereas The Town of Narragansett paid $8,520.00 in emergency interim repairs for the site in 

order to continue operations at Town Beach for the summer season; and 

Whereas parties wish to resolve the instant dispute by an expeditious performance of the contract 
consistent with the intent of the original agreement. 

Accordingly, the Parties agree to the following terms: 

II - Terms 

1. In consideration of a staff recommendation to the Narragansett Town Council to vacate the Council’s 

May 16, 2016 vote to rescind the contract, NDW will construct the project in accordance with the 

plans and specifications issued for bidding. 

2. NDW shall credit against the original bid price offered by NDW ($131,885.00) the amount paid by the 

Town ($8,520.00) to George Sherman Sand & Gravel Co., Inc. Thus, the revised net project value, 

i.e., the Town’s contract obligation to NDW, shall be $123,365.00. 

3. NDW may initiate the project any time after October 15, 2016. 

4. Once the physical construction of the project has begun, NDW shall complete the work within ten 

weeks. For these purposes “physical construction” refers to actual alteration of the existing site with 

such activities as excavation and demolition of the existing wall. The ten-week period shall not be 

triggered, however, by the commencement of any pre-construction activities by NDW, such as shop-

drawing preparation or circulation, or the ordering of materials.    

5. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 4, above, NDW must complete all aspects of the project 

no later than April 14, 2017. 

6. NDW is responsible for protecting and securing the site during its construction operations. 
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7. The original contract terms will remain in full force except to the extent that they are modified by, or 

inconsistent with, the terms of this agreement. 

 

8. This agreement shall become effective upon its approval by the Narragansett Town Council before 

October 15, 2016. 

 

Town of Narragansett Narragansett Dock Works, Inc.  

_______________________________________ ____________________________  

James Manni, Town Manager    Matthew Melchiori, President  

 
 

 

 Date:           Date:     

 

 

______________________________  

Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor      
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