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NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING

AGENDA

September 19, 2016

7:30 p.m.
Posted 09-16 -16

_____________________
 

CALL TO ORDER:

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

 

·         April 11, 2016 Work Session Meeting

·         April 12, 2016 Work Session Meeting

·         April 14, 2016 Work Session Meeting

·         April 18, 2016 Regular Meeting

·         April 27, 2016 Work Session Meeting Budget

·         April 27, 2016 Work Session Meeting –TM Position 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS:

 

PRESENTATION- President George Farrell

Rhode Island Association of Fire Chief’s Foundation Inc.
 

Narragansett Comprehensive Plan Adoption October 3, 2016

 

OPEN FORUM:

Please conduct yourself in an orderly and respectful fashion.   The comments of citizens accessing this portion of our meeting are neither adopted nor

endorsed by this body, but heard as requested.

 

PUBLIC HEARING/DECISION – 8:00 P.M.:

A MOTION to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on the proposed amendment to Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode

Island, Entitled Taxation and Finance.

And A MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE a PETITION requesting a PUBLIC HEARING.

A MOTION to  SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING for  text revision  of Section 11, (Variances) of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Narragansett.

The CONTINUATION of a PUBLIC HEARING on the proposed amendment to Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island,

Entitled Taxation and Finance.

CONSENT AGENDA:

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine or have been previously reviewed by the Town Council, and will be enacted by one

motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests, in   which event the item will be removed from the General

Order of Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda.

 

1. A MOTION to REFER a REQUEST from James Durkin for a waiver of the Sewer Policy for Plat V, Lot 5 (665 Point Judith Road), Plat V, Lots 30, 30-1, and

75 (Lindsley Drive), and Plat W, Lot 90-1 (Point Judith Road) to the Sewer Policy Committee for review.

 

2. A MOTION to REFER a REQUEST from Amy Sonder on behalf of Marla Hauslaib for a waiver of the Sewer Policy for Plat N-R, Lot 990 (16 Ottawa Trail)

to the Sewer Policy Committee for review.

 

3. A MOTION to REFER a REQUEST from Amy Sonder on behalf of Augustine and Megan Manocchia for a waiver of the Sewer Policy for Plat U, Lot 98-2

(Julia Avenue) to the Sewer Policy Committee for review.

 

4. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY, and CONFIRM the water main gate box repair work on Point Judith Road as performed by J. H. Lynch & Sons, Inc. in

the amount of $5,880.00.

 

5. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY, and CONFIRM a Miscellaneous One Day Peddler License for Stratigic Solutions LLC d/a/ Soul Food for September

10, 2016.

 

6.      A MOTION to APPROVE the list of Real Estate abatements in the amount of $2,167.20.

 

7.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the American Diabetes Association to conduct a cycling fundraiser  Tour de Cure to be held on Sunday June  4,

2017 from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm, subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 



 

8.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Rotary Club of Wakefield, Rhode Island for the use of Veterans Memorial Park for the 35th Annual Art

Festival to be held  June 23 June 24 and June 25, 2017.

 

9.      A MOTION to APPROVE the contract for foaming root control service in portions of the Pier area public sewer system with Duke’s Root Control, Inc., in the
amount of $3,505.70.

 

10.  A MOTION to APPROVE the change order for additional Library consultant fees with Patience Kennedy Jackson, in the amount of $3830 plus expenses, as

noted in the proposal/contract.

 

OLD BUSINESS:

 

11.  A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment to Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation

and Finance.

 

NEW BUSINESS:

 

12. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS AND ACCEPT as a First Reading,  An ordinance in amendment of Chapter 82 of the Code of Ordinances of

the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled Waterways, specifically an update of Article III – (Boats) and Article IV – (Coastal Waters and Harbor

Areas).

 

13. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 58 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled

Retirement & Pensions.

 

14. A MOTION to APPROVE the replacement of one clerk due to retirement in the Parks and Recreation Department.

 

15. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of BIOXIDE for the Wastewater Division from Evoqua Water Technologies (formerly Siemens Water Technologies)

at the price of $2.55 per gallon for FY 2016-17.

 

16. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of one (1) new 2016 Chevrolet Silverado 3500HD 4 wheel drive pick-up/service truck from National Auto Fleet

Group utilizing the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) contract, in the amount of $55,257.77.

 

17. A MOTION to AMEND the Council Rules for Commission, Committee and Board Appointments.

 

18. A MOTION to APPOINT an individual to the Planning Board to fill a vacant seat expiring on November 1, 2020.

 

19. A MOTION to APPOINT an individual to the Board of Canvassers to fill an unexpired term, which will expire March 2020.

 

20. A MOTION to APPOINT Annemarie Silveira to the Towers Committee as a representative from the Friends of the Towers Committee for a two year term to

expire on August 1, 2018.

 

REPORTS FROM TOWN MANAGER:

 

Update Academic Year 16-17

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:

 

 
Note: Documentation (if any) for items listed on this Agenda is available for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the meeting, at any time during regular business hours at Town Clerk’s Office, 25
Fifth Avenue, Narragansett, RI  02882.  Interpreters for the hearing impaired can be made available at any meeting provided a request is received a minimum of three (3) business days prior to said meeting.
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TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT              CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
                                                                                                      Date Prepared:       September 13, 2016 

                   Council Meeting Date:      September 6, 2016  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM:   Anne M. Irons, CMC Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT:  Approval of Town Council Minutes  

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
 
That the Town Council approves the minutes from the following meetings. 
 

• April 11, 2016 Work Session Meeting 

• April 12, 2016 Work Session Meeting 

• April 14, 2016 Work Session Meeting 

• April 18, 2016 Regular Meeting  

• April 27, 2016 Work Session Meeting Budget 

• April 27, 2018 Work Session Meeting –TM Position   
 
 

 

SUMMARY: 
 
Attached are minutes as in accordance to state law. Executive Session minutes are 
sealed. 
 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 

WORK SESSION MEETING 

APRIL 11, 2016 MINUTES 

 

 At a Work Session Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held 

on  Monday, April  11,  2016 at 6:33 p.m.                                                                                                                         

           Present:  Matthew M. Mannix, President,  

                  Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member  

      Raymond Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager 

School Committee:               Tammy McNeiece, Chairperson; 

                                  Dr. Diane Nobles, Vice Chairperson; 

                                              Guy DeWardener, Member 

      Keith Ranaldi, Member, absent 

                Frank White, Member 

 Officials Attendance:  Katherine E. Sipala, Superintendent; and Karen Hagan, Director 

of Finance and Administration and Laura Kenyon, Finance Director. 

Matthew M. Mannix, President called the joint work session meeting to order regarding 

the school budget for fiscal year 16-17.  He noted that the school presented the budget at 

a public hearing meeting March 28, 2016. However, the Capital Reserve Committee met 

after that night to discuss the capital reserve funding for the school. 
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Book 57 Page 248 

 

 

Katherine E. Sipala, Superintendent advised that the school department had a change for 

the capital reserve amount.  She said that instead of $1.3 of capital reserve that was 

previously requested, she said that due to new information from the Department 

Education now an additional $910,888 was needed which would be a figure of 

$1,427,404. 

 

Frank White, School Committee Member said that the two major projects that are dear to 

their heart and that the committee really wants to accomplish are the proposed athletic 

field and an agricultural building. 

Matthew Mannix said the council would be looking between 0 and $1. Million and that 

was the goal for tonight.  He said the council does the best to keep taxes low and the town 

council did direct the manager to keep the increase in the budget low.  He also spoke of 

changing the town’s pension arc amount from 104% to 100%.  It was noted that the 

town’s budget was an increase of 1.6%. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno commented that she supports the $910,888 and wanted to start 

with that figure however she did support the $1 Million Dollars also. 

Tammy McNeiece, Chairperson of the school committee commented that the school had 

taxpayers support of the budget as the council saw the support at the public hearing.  She 

also noted that the school has had level funding for a few years and the school needs to 

move forward. 
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Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager reminded the council that work sessions begin 

tomorrow with town departments and he has cut several millions dollars from the staff’s 

request and the council will be hearing passionate pleas this coming week. 

School Committee Chair Tammy McNeiece commented that the school committee did 

also listen to the entire school departments request and have made cuts in their budgets. 

Frank White, school committee member inquired if the tax base changed at all and he 

was informed by the Finance Director that it had not it looked as it would be level. 

Matthew Mannix recapped the school funding over the past few years and noted that the 

town council will make every effort to move on it but there was no guarantees and he was 

not sure a figure would be given at tonight’s meeting.  He noted that changes would be 

made more at a work session and rather than at the public hearing.  

 

A discussion ensues on the fund balance and what should be left in it.  It was noted that it 

was 2% over the previous year. 

Raymond Ranaldi discussed the HAVAC system capital improve and questioned if there 

would be a guarantee of reimbursement from the state.  It was stated that the Department 

of Administration had already approved the project so reimbursement was guaranteed.  

He suggested moving the resurfacing of the parking lots forward to future years.  He said 

he approved all the projects however the department may be able to be more creative in  
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funding them.  He said there needs to be a balance.  He also spoke of bonding some of 

the projects. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno commented that the town had to watch the debt policy and not 

go over the limit that was set by the council.  She believed the council should look at the 

budget and not go out to bond funding. 

Kathy Sipala commented that bonding would need to be a discussion with Karen Hagen 

and Laura Kenyon 

 

Raymond Ranaldi said he had asked the Capital Reserve Committee to look at 2% for 

fund balance and 3% for capital improvements going forward.  He said then it ended up 

being 6% for two years.  He thought bonding would be a consideration for those things. 

 

A lengthy discussion ensues on bonding projects versus raising taxes for the capital 

improvements projects.  It was noted if it could not be done this year the school should 

think about for next year. 

 

Matthew Mannix commented it was not the council’s decision it was the school 

committee’s decision on what capital projects should be funded or where cuts should be 

in the school budget.  He said he wants to help the schools but the town will not be able 

to give the entire $910,000. 
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It was noted that the reimbursement from the RI Department of Administration was tiered 

and the $4 Million Dollar project for the school would be reimbursed over time. 

 

Laura Kenyon, Finance Director did caution the school department on any use of the fund 

balance and they should think long term. 

 

Jeffrey Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager also cautioned the use of the fund balance to use 

to balance the budget.  He believed it was for savings and to support the town’s credit 

rating.  He said the town needs to think of the budget as a multi-year project and not a 

one year budget.   He said the town council policy states where the balance should be and 

that also reflect the budget process.  He said doing the math is the easy part it is how you 

get there is difficult. 

 

Christopher Wilkens speaks on keeping the taxes as lowest as possible so it does not hurt 

the taxpayers that are on a fixed income and social security.  

 

A discussion ensues on the school’s repaving of the parking lots and the purchase of or 

leasing new school buses.  It was noted that 9 buses were old ten years old. 
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Raymond Ranaldi said the school is either going to cut programs or capital 

improvements.  He said he respects the request of the capital projects however he asked  

that the school department keeps the capital projects at 3%.   He said he supports the 

schools but there needs to be other ways to keep the budget low for the taxpayers. 

 

Matthew Mannix advised that the school committee needs to decide what the priority is 

in the capital budget requests. 

Tammy McNeiece remarked that the school committee already approved the budget and 

did prioritize the capital improvements for the school department. 

Christopher Wilkens spoke of asset protection of the school and town properties.  

A discussion ensues on preferred maintenance and keeping taxes affordable for the 

taxpayers.  

Katherine E. Sipala, Superintendent remarked that the school has been supportive of the 

town budget by the level funding budgets over the years.  She said that now the school is 

at place where that is not working and the school needs to move forward.  She believed it 

would take several years to get there.  

A discussion ensues again on the town’s policy of keeping 10% to 16% in the fund 

balance and the school’s is a recommendation of 2% of the prior year’s budget. 
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Guy DeWardener, Member commented that he has been trying to have the best qualified 

education in Narragansett at an affordable price the past few years.

Matthew Mannix said that particularly it is not a process of increasing spending at budget 

time at the council’s work session

Philip Capaldi, resident commented that families are not moving into the community it is 

an unattainable dream for them.

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting ends at 7:52 p.m.

ATTEST:                                                              

     

                                                                   

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              

Council Clerk                                  

 

Town Council Work Session Meeting 

commented that he has been trying to have the best qualified 

education in Narragansett at an affordable price the past few years. 

Matthew Mannix said that particularly it is not a process of increasing spending at budget 

time at the council’s work session with the departments. 

Philip Capaldi, resident commented that families are not moving into the community it is 

an unattainable dream for them. 

p.m. 

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED

       AS PRESENTED   

                                                                    

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                               Anne M. Irons, CMC 

Council Clerk                                                           Council Clerk 

commented that he has been trying to have the best qualified 

Matthew Mannix said that particularly it is not a process of increasing spending at budget 

Philip Capaldi, resident commented that families are not moving into the community it is 

MINUTES ACCEPTED/AMENDED  



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL  

WORK SESSION  

MINUTES APRIL 12, 2016 
 
 
At a Budget Work Session of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett for 

fiscal year 2016-17 held on Tuesday, April 12, 2016 at 7:07 p.m. at the Town Hall.   

 Present:         Matthew M. Mannix, President,  

               Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

     Patrick W. Murray, Member 

     Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

     Christopher Wilkens, Member 

     Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager 

     Laura Kenyon, Finance Director   

Matthew M. Mannix, President opens the work session meeting and requested the 

Acting Town Manager to proceed with the budget work session. 

Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager addresses the council members on the 

budget process. Mr. Ceasrine said some of the general budget items such as 

pension, debt service, OPEB, contingency and special appropriations will be 

discussed over the next few days. He explained that the operating budgets are 

pretty lean and asked the council to focus on the big picture such as the CIP.  He 

said there is no new program, no new initiatives or new staffing. 
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He noted the department heads will be in attendance to answer any questions when 

the individual department budgets are discussed.  The following proposed budgets 

were reviewed and discussed as follows: 

 

Department    Budget                     Capital Budget 

Library                   $    940,103     $50,000  

Human Resources   $    123,929 

Building Official    $    412,884 

Finance     $ 1,805,288               $82,000 

Town Council              $      56,862  

Town Manager               $    283,599 

Town Solicitor             $    125,000 

Town Clerk    $    388,239 

Municipal Court   $    218,243 

Board of Canvassers   $    135,745 

There were changes in the health care, pension and a proposed pay increase of 2% 

for the senior management team members.  

Linda McArthur, member of the Galilee Advisory Committee addressed the 

council on a proposed budget request from the Galilee Landing Funding of 

$15,000. She spoke of plans of a bike path, education and signage. 
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Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager and Laura Kenyon, Finance Director 

reviewed the general fund of the proposed revenue projections for 2017 of 

$54,835,599.00. Also the special appropriations were discussed.  It was noted that 

three items are with a partnership with the Town of South Kingstown such as the 

items called SK Seniors, SK Sr. Daycare and Elderly Nutrition Program and those 

expenditures were from the SK Budget and reflect their request.  The other special 

appropriations in the budget were level funded.   

Mr. Ceasrine spoke on the Pension ARC which was a percentage of the payroll 

and followed the Nyhart Plan.  He recommended leaving it at the 104% that was 

proposed in the budget. 

A discussion ensued on the FIP and the ARC of the Pension liability.  It was noted 

the state did drop the incentive program if the ARC payments were paid the state 

would fund money to the town.  However there is no longer penalty or funding. 

The council will meet the following day to review the remaining department 

budgets. 

Laura Kenyon, Finance Director reviewed the 1666 Pension transfer and the cost 

for a study to be done by Nyhart.  She also viewed the OPEB transfer of 

$2,101,745. 
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As the budget stands at this point in the process there would be 1.6% increase in 

taxes.  It was stated that the operating budget has already been pared down so that 

it would be capital projects to review for deductions. 

The work session meeting adjourns at 9:24 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:               MINUTES ACCEPTED AS 
                                                                            PRESENTED /AMENDED 

                                                        
 
Anne M. Irons, CMC                                           Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              
Council Clerk                                                       Council Clerk 
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April 21, 2015

 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL  

WORK SESSION  

MINUTES APRIL 14, 2016 
 
 
At a Budget Work Session of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett for 

fiscal year 2016-16 held on Thursday, April 14, 2016 at 6:05 p.m. at the Town 

Hall.   

 Present:         Matthew M. Mannix, President 

               Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 
                                                                                        
     Patrick W. Murray, Member 

     Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

     Christopher Wilkens, Member 

     Jeffry Ceasrine, Town Manager 

     Laura Kenyon, Finance Director   

Matthew M. Mannix, President opens the work session meeting and requested the 

Acting Town Manager to proceed with the budget work session. 

Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager explained that the budgets to be reviewed 

were the bigger departments with larger dollar amounts.  He also so that capital 

projects and enterprise funds would also be discussed. 

Mr. Ceasrine remarked that the school department and Laura Kenyon have been 

discussing the figures since Tuesday night.  He reminded the council that the 

School Committee had adopted a $25,241,185 which was an increase over 4.1%  

 



Town Council Work Session 

April 22, 2015 

Book 56 Page 258 

 

and if there are changes made by the council they will need to readopt the school 

budget. He noted that the increase is contrary to RI General Law and the budget 

would need to be changed due to that as the budget can only be an increase of 4%. 

He also commented that the Superintendent did inform him that a cut has been 

made by $93,000 for a new appropriation of $910,888 that was discussed at the 

work session on Monday. 

He spoke of the school’s HVAC project for the 17-18 and in the current year 

funding for that there is $313,350 and the proposed budget request had $70,000 

and those funds would be used to add to the appropriation request.  It was also 

noted that there is $200,000 for buses would be reduced to $100,000 as they have 

current money for three buses and the $100,000 for next year will allow them to 

lease 5 more buses. He said that $413,350 will offset the school budget.  He said 

there would be an option to bond the HAVAC in fiscal 17-18 for a short term 

bond.  

It was noted that the budget at this point was an $18,000 increase. 

The following budgets are reviewed and explained by the Town Manger and 

Finance Director in the presence of the Department Heads viz: 
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Department        Operating Budget   Capital Budget 

Community Development  $    433,510                  $   12,500 

Police     $ 1,005,189        $ 164,680 

Fire     $5,194,903        $ 315,000 

Parks and Recreation  $1,426,475        $ 274,811 

Beach Fund    $1,994,279                     $ 572,257 

Public Works    $3,014,442     $1,455,000 

Engineering    $    288,910            0 

Water Enterprise   $ 2,965,854               $1,292,500   

Wastewater Enterprise  $ 5,665,316               $1,998,177 

Jeffry Ceasrine summarized the work session and noted that $150,000 would be 

added to revenues and the school would be changed $413,000.  He said he would 

prepare a memo to the council on the updates.  

A discussion ensues on the impact of the next fiscal year budget and making 

further cuts to the current budget. 

The work session meeting adjourns at 9:40 p.m. 

ATTEST:               MINUTES ACCEPTED AS 
                                                                             PRESENTED/AMENDED  

                                                         
 
Anne M. Irons, CMC                                           Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              
Council Clerk                                                       Council Clerk 
 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

APRIL 18, 2016 MINUTES 

 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, April 18, 2016 at 7:30 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present: Matthew M. Mannix, President,  

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem, Absent 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member arrived at 7:39 p.m. 

      Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager 

      Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the meeting to order and leads those in attendance in 

Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES           

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve the 

September 21, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve 

September 28, 2015 Work Session Meeting Minutes. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to approve 

October 5, 2015 Work Session with the Library Board Meeting Minutes. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

The October 5, 2015 Work Session Meeting Minutes with the Senior Management Team 

Meeting Minutes were held over by the President Mannix 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Christopher Wilkens seconded and it is so voted to approve 

October 5, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Arbor Day April 29, 2016 Proclamation  

Matthew M. Mannix, Council President Recognized Narragansett Arbor Day on 

April 29, 2016.   The Public Works Department will be planting one (1) Dogwood Tree at 

Sprague Playground, one (1) Crabapple at the south east corner of Christofaro Tennis 

Court and one (1) Pear Tree near the post office at Gazebo Park for Arbor Day, 

April 29, 2016. The public is invited to attend Sprague Playground at 1:00 p.m. on 

April 29, 2106 to watch Dogwood Tree being planted by department of public works. 
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OPEN FORUM 

Open Forum is now held and the following individuals address the Council, viz: 

Richard Van Germeersch, resident addresses the council on the library work session.  He 

asked if the purchase of a building/property for the library was included in the $5.8 

Million Dollar Bond.  He also commented that it wasn’t too early to establish a library 

building committee which should be made up of a negotiator, design architect, lawyer, 

and a person knowledgeable of the Rhode Island Library Grant Program, project 

engineer, cost accountant, librarian, municipal planner, fundraising expert and a 

representative from Economic Development.  He commented there should be proper 

control on the bond money and no other bonds should be requested until that project is 

done;  

Stanley Wojciechowski, resident commented that some laws should not be allowed.  He 

commented on how 4 unrelated people cannot live together in town.  He stated that it was 

unconstitutional and has been overturned.  He said the town shouldn’t ignore the law; 

Robert Trager, taxpayer spoke on the town manager position and he hoped there would 

be every amount of effort taking the in selecting of Town Manager and that individual 

will plan to be in the position for a long time and will have the best interest of the town. 

He commented that he attends both Narragansett and Town Council meetings and he 

can’t believe how different the two meetings are run. He spoke of decisions done behind 

closed doors and decisions are made with people outside a meeting; 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A MOTION to SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING to consider various applications 

from Town departments and/or local non-profit organizations for the 2016 

Community Development Block Grant  program. 

On April 19, 2016, the Planning Board will consider eight (8) requests for funding of 

CDBG projects totaling of $43,053.   This year, the Town of Narragansett is limited by 

the State to a request of not more than $150,000 in total.   Under State law a public 

hearing is required before the Town Council following Planning Board review, to take  

testimony from town staff and/or individual non-profit organizations requesting funds as 

sub-recipients of the Town in order to fully understand each proposal.     

The Council will need to determine the priority and amount of funding to request to the 

State and to which programs and projects they would direct them.    

 

The final decision must be made via resolution in order that the staff may promptly 

assemble and submit the Town’s request by the May 13, 2016 deadline. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to  

SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING to consider various applications from Town 

departments and/or local non-profit organizations for the 2016 Community Development 

Block Grant program to May 2, 2016 at 8:00 p.m.  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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A PUBLIC HEARING on a transfer of an Alcoholic Beverage License from 

Mainland Narragansett RI Inc. d/b/a  Narragansett Grill, 1200 Ocean Road, Plat  L 

Lot 237  to Carol & Mario Catering Inc., Carol A. Santilli, President, 1200 Ocean 

Road, Plat L Lot 237.   

David Baptista has submitted an Application for Transfer of Beverage License to Carol & 

Mario Catering Inc., Carol A. Santilli, President, 1200 Ocean Road, Plat L Lot 237.   

As in accordance with the town’s liquor license rules and regulations the public hearing 

will be advertised in the newspaper twice at least 14 days before the scheduled public 

hearing. The current conditions/restrictions at that establishment are as follows: 

• The outdoor deck capacity not exceed 24 seats (6 four person tables) 

  and the garage doors will be closed at 9:00PM * 

• Food and beverage service on the deck shall cease with no person on the 

  deck after 9:00PM 

• No live entertainment is allowed on the premises, including DJ’s. 

• The 6 bar stools at the existing bar are authorized in exchange of the 

removal of 6 existing seats in the current dining room and at the bar    

                       alcohol is allowed to be served with food  

• The kitchen closes at 11:00PM 

• Alcohol will be served at tables with food 

• The dumpster is to be locked and screened and not visible from the street 
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*The “garage doors” no longer can be opened. 

The approval of the transfer is subject to all local and state regulations.  

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to 

OPEN the public hearing on the transfer of an Alcoholic Beverage License from 

Mainland Narragansett RI Inc. d/b/a Narragansett Grill, 1200 Ocean Road, Plat L Lot 237 

to Carol & Mario Catering Inc., Carol A. Santilli, President, 1200 Ocean Road, Plat L, 

 Lot 237.   

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Carol A. and Mario Santilli of Carol & Mario Catering Inc. were sworn in and gave 

testimony on the Petition to transfer the liquor license at 1200 Ocean Road. 

Maureen Hopson, Attorney for the applicant addresses the council. She explains the 

applicants have been in the restaurant business for 40 years and have been in the present 

location in Cranston for 15 years however, are seeking to move the business to 

Narragansett.    She also stated it will be mostly a dining experience with excellent food 

and hope to have entertainment inside only.  They had some interest in having outside 

entertainment however at this time they plan on keeping it as is. In the future they plan to 

increase the bar seating by six and the decrease the restaurant area by six.  It was noted 

that James Durkin, owner would be taking care of overdue bills on the property.  
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Proponents and opponents are called and no one asked to testify for or against the 

application. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to 

CLOSE the public hearing. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Christopher Wilkens moved, Raymond Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

APPROVE the transfer of Beverage License from Mainland Narragansett RI Inc. d/b/a 

Narragansett Grill, 1200 Ocean Road, Plat L, Lot 237 to Carol & Mario Catering Inc., 

Carol A. Santilli, President, 1200 Ocean Road, Plat L Lot 237, subject to local and state 

regulations.  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye            

PLEASE SEE STENOGRAPHER TRANSCRIPT FOR MORE DETAILS    

A PUBLIC HEARING for text revision of the definitions of Building Coverage and 

Site Coverage in the Zoning Ordinance. 

The Community Development Department originally submitted a proposed text revision 

for each of these terms as part of the “omnibus “regulatory changes.  The “omnibus” bill 

is intended to periodically make minor changes in text that may provide clarification or 

correction of to an element of the Zoning Regulations.  Per advice of the Town Solicitor,  
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these definitions were removed for more in-depth deliberations by the Planning Board.    

On March 15, 2016, the Planning Board reconsidered the two subject definitions resulting 

in clarifying revisions to both.   

Christopher Wilkens moved, Patrick W. Murray seconded and it is so voted to OPEN the 

PUBLIC HEARING for text revision of the definitions of Building Coverage and Site 

Coverage in the Zoning Ordinance. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Terry Fleming, Chair of the Planning Board is sworn and addresses the town council on 

the proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance. He explained the Planning Board was 

trying to streamline certain aspects for the applicants to reasonably adjudicate their 

business with the Town before the Planning and Zoning Boards.  Mr. Fleming explained 

it involved lot coverage, site coverage and building coverage and what would be counted 

and what doesn’t get counted such as a deck and open decks in terms of runoff and to 

make sure there isn’t too much runoff. Mr. Fleming said they try to grant exceptions if 

reasonable.  He explained the Planning Board took particular time on reviewing the 

amendments and it is a reasonable commendation that was unanimously voted by the 

Board. 

Michael DeLuca, Director of Community Development addresses the council on the 

amendments.  He said what the Planning Board was attempting to do was to clarity by 

adding specificity and providing two levels of exempted items. He noted that with  
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dealing with water with an in ground or above ground pool will not be counted in the 

calculation. He explained that when rain falls into a pool it is absorbed and there is no 

run-off.  He also explained the Planning Board did not want penalize people on their 

building coverage for elements that they are adding to the site that will help manage 

storm water runoff.   

Mr. DeLuca then explained sundecks for existing building or proposed building that will 

come right up to or meet the maximum building coverage.   He reviewed the maximum 

building coverage in an R-10 Zone and an R-20 zone stating that latitude would be 

allowed to build a small deck or add on to a deck. He explained that non roofed sundecks 

totaling 15% of the adjacent residential unit’s footprint would be exempt.  

Mr. DeLuca reviewed building coverage and noted that the Building Official will have a 

much better set of rules to implement on building coverage with the proposed amendment 

as well as the Engineering Department will have with site coverage when calculating for 

storm water. 

Proponents and opponents are called and the following individuals are sworn in and 

testify:  

Steven Ferrandi and Bob Trager. 

 

PLEASE SEE STENOGRAPHER TRANSCRIPT FOR MORE DETAILS    
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Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Christopher Wilkens seconded and it is so voted to CLOSE 

the Public Hearing. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

A  MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE the recommendation from the 

PLANNING BOARD.  

Patrick Murray moved, Christopher Wilkens seconded and it is so voted RECEIVE and 

PLACE on FILE the recommendations from the Planning Board.   

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

Christopher Wilkens moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

APPROVE the amendments as presented.  

 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix no 
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A PUBLIC HEARING on the Town of Narragansett FY 2016 Budget 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Christopher Wilkens seconded and it is so voted to 

OPEN the public hearing on the Town of Narragansett FY 2016 Budget. 

 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager addresses the council on the proposed budget and 

recaps the progress since the last public hearing on April 4, 2015. He explained that in the 

beginning of the process the tax levy was $49,052,882 with a school adopted budget.  

However the School Committee later readopted a revised budget.  The town‘s new 

appropriation delta would be $497,388.  Jeffry Ceasrine explained at the work sessions 

the council increased the library budget by $12,921 and also included $6,000 for a boards 

and commissions appreciation event and on the revenue side increased municipal court 

revenues by $18,921 as well as increased the town’s vehicle maintenance revenue as the 

town will be maintaining the school buses. A proposed basketball program was 

eliminated at $30,000.  Mr. Ceasrine described how the budget ended with a tax levy of 

1.9%.  He further explained that the school HVAC capital project was moved the 

 FY-17-18 fiscal year and the funds would be used in the FY16-17 for buses.  The school 

will be leasing five school buses and purchasing 3 new buses in the current budget year. 
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Jeffry Ceasrine explained the pension contribution of the annual required contribution 

was estimated at 104% of the payroll however if the contribution will be 100% would 

decrease the amount by $100,000. 

Matthew Mannix advised that another work session may be scheduled for April 27, 2016 

after tonight’s input on the budget. He commented that he was happy that the budget 

came in below the 4% increase. 

Proponents and opponents are called and the following individuals are sworn in and 

testify: 

Stanley Wojciechowski, Richard VanGermeersch, Tom Cronin, Kathy Fogarty, 

Christopher Wilkens commented that when the budget was submitted to the council it 

was a 1.6% and the budget tonight is a 1.9% and not everyone is happy but there is a 

mutual agreement of the presentation. 

Raymond Ranaldi speaks on the consumer price index of 2.5% and if you keep a budget 

within a 2.5% increase is great. He also thanked the school and town departments for all 

their efforts on the budget. 

Matthew Mannix thanked everyone who participated in the process and again remarked 

that they may be another work session. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to CLOSE the 

Public Hearing. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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CONSENT AGENDA: 

The consent agenda is voted on with one motion 

1. A MOTION to GRANT PERMISSION to John and Maribeth Dziadosz and 

CRM Modular Homes, to move a modular home over the streets of 

Narragansett to 43 Gaspee Road, Plat K Lot 43/44 sometime in the  month of 

April 2016 , subject to local and state regulations. 

GRANT PERMISSION (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

2. A MOTION to APPROVE the list of Real Estate abatements in the amount of 

$1,451.24.  

APPROVED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye   

3. A MOTION to AWARD the bid for Personalized Beach Towels for the Beach 

Division to the lowest bidder, W. B. Mason Co., Inc., in the amount of 

$8,540.00. 

AWARDED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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4. A MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE the Annual Reports from the 

town’s various boards and committees. 

RECEIVED and PLACED on FILE (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

5. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of Street Sweeper Replacement 

Brooms from Atlantic Broom Service, Inc., at $112.00/gutter broom and 

$385.00/main broom for a one-year period, ending March 27, 2017. 

APPROVED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

6. A MOTION to REJECT the bids for Property Appraisal Services and 

AUTHORIZE the Purchasing Manager to solicit new bids or RFQs with 

modifications made to the specifications. 

REJECTED and AUTHORIZED (Ranaldi-Murray 4/0) 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  None 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

7. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First 

Reading,  An ordinance in amendment of Chapter 731 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled An 

Ordinance in Relation to Zoning, to approve various omnibus text 

amendments. 

This is the first time since 2007 that a series of unrelated “omnibus” revisions have been 

proposed.   These amendments are intended to correct or update minor flaws in language, 

add efficiency and/or correct local provisions that are affected by changes in state or 

federal regulations.   Some merely correct typographical errors. 

The Planning Board took this item under review at their regular meeting on September 

15, 2015, and again on October 20, 2015, but noted that some of the items might require 

detailed discussion.  As a result the list was reduced from the original 15 to just 9 

provisions that may be considered merely housekeeping corrections / clarifications.   

The Planning Board revisited the new shorter list at their January 20, 2016 meeting and 

made an updated recommendation with final edits.   

The Town Council held its public hearing on this ordinance on April 4, 2016 and voted 

unanimously to approve the proposal with no text revisions or amendments. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to 

INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading, An ordinance in 

amendment of Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, 

Rhode Island, entitled An Ordinance in Relation to Zoning, to approve various omnibus 

text amendments. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

8. A MOTION to APPROVE the contract extension for Seasonal Sidewalk & 

Public Area Trash Receptacle Rubbish Removal for the Public Works 

Department with K. Scott Construction at their quoted bid prices for one 

additional season, ending October 11, 2016.   

The Department of Public Works maintains approximately thirty-nine (39) rubbish 

containers at various sidewalks and other public locations in Galilee, the Pier and 

Jerusalem.  During the off season, the receptacles are emptied by department staff.  

During the peak usage period from early May to mid-October, the receptacles are 

emptied seven (7) days a week by the selected contractor.  In order to maintain a neat 

appearance, the contractor is also required to pick up material on the ground in close 

proximity to the receptacles (10’ radius). All work must be done daily between 5 AM and 

10 AM.  There is also a provision that allows the Department of Public Works to add or  
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delete containers at the contractor’s quoted unit price.  All refuse containers are provided 

by the Department of Public Works.  The contractor is responsible for providing the 

service and disposal of all material collected in accordance with the contract requirements. 

The original bid was for two years/seasons, with an optional third year extension.  Year 1 

(2014) cost $24,203.40 with a unit price for adding or deleting receptacles of $5.35.  Year 

2 (2015) cost $31,032.30, with a unit price for adding or deleting receptacles of $5.45.  

The optional Year 3 (2016) will be at the same costs as Year 2.   

Town Council awarded the original bid on June 16, 2014.  K. Scott Construction has 

agreed to the extension for one additional season at the same rates, mark ups, terms and 

conditions as Year 2.   The one year contract extension ends on October 11, 2016.  

Funding is available in two accounts:  

• The Galilee Landing Fund Account #0505 50206, Solid Waste Disposal for the 

approximately 13 Galilee receptacles  

• The Highway Division Operating Account #1730 50206, Solid Waste Disposal for 

all of the other receptacles.  

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it so voted to APPROVE the 

contract extension for Seasonal Sidewalk & Public Area Trash Receptacle Rubbish Removal 

for the Public Works Department with K. Scott Construction at their quoted bid prices for one 

additional season, ending October 11, 2016.   

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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9. A MOTION to APPROVE the sponsorship agreement with Citizens Bank for 

the 2016 RI Philharmonic Concert Sponsorship. 

 APPROVED (4/0) 

For the 8th consecutive year the Parks Department has entered into preliminary 

agreement with Citizens Bank to help sponsor the RI Philharmonic Concert on the beach 

in the amount of $10,000.00. This is the Town’s premiere event of the season with  

thousands of people in attendance. This year the concert is scheduled for Friday July 8, 

2016 with a rain date of Saturday July 9, 2016.   

Funding for this event is being paid by Citizens Bank, parking fees after 5:00 pm, 

donations, VIP tickets sales and funding from the Beach Enterprise Fund, Contract 

Services Account # 0034-50202. (In Fiscal Year 2016/2017) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to APPROVE 

the sponsorship agreement with Citizens Bank for the 2016 RI Philharmonic Concert 

Sponsorship. 

Matthew M. Mannix commented that it was a well-attended event and thanked Steve 

Wright for a great event. 

Christopher Wilkens commented that donations are down as well as sponsorship and the 

town losing money and if anyone is interested in being a sponsor to contact Steve Wright. 

Raymond Ranaldi thanked Citizen Banks for the sponsorship. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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10. A MOTION to APPROVE the 2016 contract agreement for the 40
th

 annual 

concert on the Beach with the R.I. Philharmonic Orchestra in the amount of 

$21,300.00 and authorizes the Acting Town Manager to sign the contract 

after review by the Town Solicitor. 

 

This agreement will enable the Town to provide its residents and visitors with the 40th 

annual concert on the Beach on Friday July 8, 2016 (rain date is Saturday July 9, 2016).  

This event with sponsorship assistance from Citizens Bank along with private donations 

continues to be the signature summer event at the Town Beach.  The Orchestra has 

requested once again to work with the sound company “Bill Bracket Theatrical 

Productions, LLC” for this concert. 

Town Solicitor Dawson Hodgson has reviewed and approved this contract and has 

concluded that it conforms to State and Federal laws.  Funding is available in the Beach 

Enterprise Fund Operating Account #0034 50202, Contract Services (In Fiscal Year 

2016/2017). 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to APPROVE 

the 2016 contract agreement for the 40th annual concert on the Beach with the R.I. 

Philharmonic Orchestra in the amount of $21,300.00 and authorizes the Acting Town 

Manager to sign the contract after review by the Town Solicitor. 

Stanley Wojciechowski and Robert Traeger comment on the event. Richard 

Vangermeersch commented on fundraising.  
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Steve Wright, Parks and Recreation Director explained there was a cost of $5.00 to park 

the car after 5:00 donations are collected and there is a cost for the VIP sales. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

11. A MOTION to APPROVE the 2016 contract agreement for production 

support services with Bill Brackett Theatrical Productions, LLC for the 40th 

annual concert on the Beach, in the amount of $11,000.00 and authorizes the 

Acting Town Manager to sign the contract after review by the Town Solicitor. 

This agreement is for the production support services for the Rl Philharmonic Orchestra 

(RIPO) concert on the Beach on Friday July 8, 2016 (rain date is Saturday July 9, 2016). 

The Orchestra has requested in writing to work with Bill Brackett Theatrical Productions, 

LLC as the sound company since the 2013 season.  In the event of rain there are no 

additional charges if the decision is made prior to the start of the set-up of equipment.  If 

the equipment is already set up and the date is postponed to the following day, an 

additional $1,000.00 will be charged. 

Liability Insurance naming the Town of Narragansett as additionally insured will be 

provided by Bill Brackett Theatrical Productions, LLC prior to the concert. Town 

Solicitor Dawson Hodgson has reviewed and approved this contract and has concluded 

that it conforms to State and Federal laws.  

Funding is available in the Beach Enterprise Fund Operating Account #0034 50202, 

Contract Services (In Fiscal Year 2016/2017). 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

APPROVE the 2016 contract agreement for production support services with Bill 

Brackett Theatrical Productions, LLC for the 40th annual concert on the Beach, in the 

amount of $11,000.00 and authorizes the Acting Town Manager to sign the contract after 

review by the Town Solicitor. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

12. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from St. Thomas More Parish for a 

prayer service followed by a gathering around a fire pit at Gazebo Park on 

Tuesday June 21, 2016 from 7:00 pm  to 11:00 pm, subject to state and local 

regulations.    

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

APPROVE the request from St. Thomas More Parish for a prayer service followed by a 

gathering around a fire pit at Gazebo Park on Tuesday, 

June 21, 2016 from 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm, subject to state and local regulations.    

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye       

13. A MOTION to APPROVE the Multi-Community Shelter Plan Agreement 

with the Towns of South Kingstown, North Kingstown, Red Cross and the 

Town of Narragansett, and a motion to authorize the Acting Town Manager 

to sign said agreement.    



Town Council Meeting 

April 18, 2016 

Book 57 Page 281 

           

This Multi-Community Shelter Plan Agreement between the Town of Narragansett and 

the Town of North Kingstown, Town of South Kingstown and the RI Red Cross is a 

shared sheltering plan.  The communities would consolidate resources and share the cost 

of staffing and the sharing of community volunteers in conjunction with support from the 

RI Red Cross. 

This sheltering would be utilized in the event of large events/storms; such as hurricanes, 

blizzards etc., where the impact would be geographically significant. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

APPROVE the Multi-Community Shelter Plan Agreement with the Towns of South 

Kingstown, North Kingstown, Red Cross and the Town of Narragansett, and a motion to 

authorize the Acting Town Manager to sign said agreement. 

Chief Partington addressed the council on the agreement and noted that the town would 

still have the opportunity to open its own shelters.    He advised that Red Cross was 

instrumental on the plan and now brings in North Kingstown to help with resources.        

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

14. A MOTION to APPROVE the MOU renewal agreement with the Red Cross 

and the Town of Narragansett, and to authorize the Acting Town Manager to 

sign said agreement.  
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This memorandum of understanding agreement between the Town of Narragansett and 

the Red Cross is required should we have to open our own local shelter affecting our 

immediate community. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to APPROVE 

the MOU renewal agreement with the Red Cross and the Town of Narragansett, and to 

authorize the Acting Town Manager to sign said agreement. 

 

 Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye  

 

15. A MOTION to AWARD the bid for the Miscellaneous Improvements to 

Allagash and Mettatuxet Pump Stations and the Scarborough WWTF to the 

lowest bidder, Hart Engineering Corporation, in the amount of $591,030.00.   

The Allagash Trail and Mettatuxet Pump Stations are large stations, servicing Bonnet 

Shores and the Mettatuxet area, respectively.  Both stations were originally constructed in 

the late 1970’s, and many of the major components have reached the end of their useful 

life.  Consistent with other major wastewater asset initiatives, we had programmed the 

upgrade of both pump stations into the Capital Improvements Program prior to any major 

system failures. 
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The scope of work includes all temporary pumping while the station is out of service, 

new main pumps, motors, controls, and ancillary equipment.  Certain structural upgrades 

are planned as well.  

 

The work at the Scarborough WWTF includes all new circuits and ground-fault 

protection breakers in the main panel that distributes power throughout the facility.  

These are out of code, and represent a potentially hazardous situation during times of 

power outages. 

The request for bids was advertised in the Narragansett Times, solicited and posted on the 

Town of Narragansett and State Purchasing Division websites. Nine (9) vendors received 

the specifications and two (2) responded.  The bids were reviewed by the Engineering 

Department and the project design engineer, James J. Geremia & Associates, Inc.  Both 

recommend awarding the contract to the low bidder, Hart Engineering Corporation, at 

their bid price of $591,030.00.  Hart Engineering Corporation has performed similar 

work for us in the past, and we have been satisfied with their performance.   

Funding is available in the Wastewater Enterprise Fund Capital Projects Account  

#0032 50628, Pump Station Repairs. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to AWARD the 

bid for the Miscellaneous Improvements to Allagash and Mettatuxet Pump Stations and 

the Scarborough WWTF to the lowest bidder, Hart Engineering Corporation, in the 

amount of $591,030.00.   
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Resident Stanley Wojciechowski makes comments. 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye 

16. A MOTION to AWARD a contract for Services During Construction for the 

Miscellaneous Improvements to Allagash and Mettatuxet Pump Stations and 

the Scarborough WWTF Project to James J. Geremia & Associates, Inc. in 

an amount not to exceed $48,560.00. 

The Allagash Trail and Mettatuxet Pump Stations are large stations, servicing Bonnet 

Shores and the Mettatuxet area, respectively.  Both stations were originally constructed in 

the late 1970’s, and many of the major components have reached the end of their useful 

life.  Consistent with other major wastewater asset initiatives, we had programmed the 

upgrade of both pump stations into the Capital Improvements Program prior to any major 

system failures. The work at the Scarborough WWTF includes all new circuits and 

ground-fault protection breakers in the main panel that distributes power throughout the 

facility. These are out of code, and represent a potentially hazardous situation during 

times of power outages. 

This contract is with James J. Geremia & Associates, Inc. for services during construction 

for the referenced Project.  These services include the review of interpretation of contract 

documents, shop drawings, periodic field inspections, review of payment requests, 

dispute resolution, and the preparation of record drawings.  These services will 

supplement the in-house staff services that the Wastewater and Engineering Divisions  
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can provide. It is customary and appropriate within this type of work for the firm that 

designed the improvements to also provide services during construction, so that there is 

continuity between the design and implementation phases. Geremia’s proposal represents 

8.2% of construction, which is a reasonable value for the scope of work. The Town has 

done multiple projects with this firm over the years, and has always found them to be 

professional and responsive.  The bid award for the construction contract for this project 

(to Hart Engineering Corp.) is pending Town Council approval on April 18, 2016. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Christopher Wilkens seconded and it is so voted AWARD 

a contract for Services During Construction for the Miscellaneous Improvements to 

Allagash and Mettatuxet Pump Stations and the Scarborough WWTF Project to James J. 

Geremia & Associates, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $48,560.00. 

 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye  

 

17. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ and ACCEPT as a first Reading a 

Resolution to implement timed seasonal parking restrictions on Ocean Road, 

between South Pier Road and Beach Street.      
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The subject of timed, seasonal parking on Ocean Road has been discussed between the 

Town Council, our residents, local business owners, and the staff for many years. In 

2011, the Town commissioned a parking study that also recommended regulating the 

parking along the Ocean Road seawall. The advantages of this proposal are as follows: 

1. Transient parking opportunities for local restaurants and commercial businesses 

will increase – under the current unregulated system, many of the approximately 

206 parking spots along the seawall are occupied (during the summer) by daily 

visitors to the beach. These spots are often occupied throughout most of day, 

limiting parking availability for business and restaurant customers. The 

Narragansett Chamber of Commerce has expressed support for this proposal. 

2. The seawall is one of Narragansett’s prime attractions in the summer months. As 

stated above, the lack of parking restrictions in this area limits the opportunities 

for residents and guest alike that just want to walk the seawall from parking there 

during summer, as it has primarily become an off-site beach parking lot. 

3. The Town Beach loses parking revenue by the fact that free all-day parking is 

currently available along Ocean Road between Beach Street and South Pier Road. 

4. The proposed regulations would be complementary to the new Trolley Service. 

This proposal recommends that the parking remain free of charge, but be restricted to 

three (3) hour parking, both sides, from the intersection of Ocean Road and South Pier  
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Road to the intersection of Ocean Road and Beach Street, from June 20th to Labor Day 

(inclusive) of each year, between the hours of 7:00 AM and 5:00 PM. The Police  

Department would be charged with enforcing these restrictions, and the Department of 

Public Works would post seasonal signage accordingly.  

As per Section 75-34 (b) of the Code of Ordinances, this Resolution may be introduced at 

this meeting, but cannot be adopted until a subsequent meeting at least seven (7) days 

thereafter. As such, this item will appear before the Town Council for a formal vote on 

May 2, 2016. 

Christopher Wilkens moved, Raymond Ranaldi seconded to INTRODUCE, READ and 

ACCEPT as a first Reading a Resolution to implement timed seasonal parking 

restrictions on Ocean Road, between South Pier Road and Beach Street to the next 

meeting.        

Christopher Wilkens read the summary on the proposed parking restrictions. 

Kate Vivian, Towers Coordinator addressed the council on events that are held there that 

are more than three hours and her concern was the cost of parking  fines.  She noted in 

the weekend the Towers are booked after 4:00 p.m. 

Christopher Wilkens said there were no exceptions and it was to be fair to all residents 

and tourist. 

Raymond Ranaldi commented that he had received concerns from businesses in the area 

as they were concerned on the parking for their employees. 
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Mr. Wilkens commented that it was a state road built by all taxpayers’ money and all 

should be able to use it.  He believed it was not a parking lot for the beach or for the 

businesses.  He also believed it was the simplest direct solution. 

 

Dennis Lynch, resident commented that he supported the proposal for the 3 hour parking. 

He commented that it is a cement wall of cars all day long.  

 

Jeffry Ceasrine addressed the council on a proposal to allow for permit parking for the 

employees. 

Donna DiCicco, employee from the Towers commented that there weren’t any parking 

lots available for the people park. 

Christopher Laccinole, Chair of the Economic Development Committee stated that the 

membership did vote unanimously for the parking proposal.  He commented that the 

trolley would be available for the employees if they parked at the middle school and used 

the trolley to Ocean Road. 

Christopher Wilkens moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to CONTINUE 

the MOTION INTRODUCE, READ and ACCEPT as a first Reading a Resolution to 

implement timed seasonal parking restrictions on Ocean Road, between South Pier Road 

and Beach Street to the next meeting.        

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye 

Matthew M. Mannix aye  
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ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourns at 9:58 p. m. 

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS 

                                                                                  

                                                                                

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Ir

Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk

 

A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 

meeting. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS 

                                                                                  PRESENTED/AMENDED

                                                                               

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC 

Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk 

A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg  

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS  

PRESENTED/AMENDED 

A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council 
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                                                 Attachment 

Note:  Double Click to open the attachment. 

 

 

 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL  

WORK SESSION  

MINUTES APRIL 27, 2016 
 
 
At a Budget Work Session of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett for fiscal 

year 2016-16 held on Wednesday, April 27, 2016 at 4:40 p.m. at the Town Hall.   

 Present:         Matthew M. Mannix, President 

               Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 
                                                                                        
     Patrick W. Murray, Member 

     Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

     Christopher Wilkens, Member 

     Jeffry Ceasrine, Town Manager 

     Laura Kenyon, Finance Director   

Matthew M. Mannix, President opens the work session meeting and requested the Acting 

Town Manager to proceed with the budget work session. 

Jeffry Ceasrine addresses the council explaining that the budget started out with a 1.6% 

submitted and after budget work sessions and public hearings the budget was at 1.9%. 

He said the changes that were made was changing the schools HAVC to one CIP year to 

the next, deducting $100,000 for buses, minor changes to the library of $13,000 due the 

maintenance of effort, increased the revenues for Municipal Court by $19,000, adding 

revenue of $120,000 for the school buses on the town’s side and cut $30,000 for a 

proposed basketball program.  He said the new data of the assessment has been 

completed and rolled into the process and with new increases of evaluations  
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the tax rate now would a 1.4% increase and not the 1.9% increase that was said at the 

Public Hearing held on April 18, 2016.  Mr. Ceasrine also noted the tax rate would be a 

proposed residential tax $10.08.  It was noted the first reading of the budget ordinance 

would be heard on Monday May 2, 2016. 

The work session meeting adjourns at 4:47 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:               MINUTES ACCEPTED AS 
                                                                             PRESENTED/AMENDED  

                                                         

 
Anne M. Irons, CMC                                           Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              
Council Clerk                                                       Council Clerk 
 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 

WORK SESSION 

MINUTES APRIL 27, 2016 

 

 At a Work Session of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on 

Wednesday, April 27, 2016 at 5:05 p.m. at the Town Hall.   

 Present:           Matthew M. Mannix, President 

               Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem                                                                                       

     Patrick W. Murray, Member 

     Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

     Christopher Wilkens, Member 

    

 Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the work session meeting to order for the 

purpose of discussing the selection process with the Human Resources Manager, Susan 

Healy. 

Christopher Wilkens summarized the process of hiring a town manager that he had 

previously gone through with the town. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno also summarized her participation of the past selection process 

of past town managers.  She suggested that the council only look for candidates in the 

northeast area. 

A discussion ensues regarding the council choosing their candidates from the resumes 

received as well as having a wildcard pick for each member.  
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Susan Healy, Human Resource Manager advised the council to pick up to ten candidates 

each plus the one wildcard  and  the next time they all meet the council will review all the  

candidates and pick 6 candidates to contact and interview once and then a second 

interview will be scheduled. 

The Town Council had a strong preference for an individual from the North East only. 

 

Matthew Mannix suggested a 6 month contract for a Town Manager as it was close to the 

next election.  Other council members disagreed with a short term contract and believed a 

two year contract was better to offer to a candidate.  

 

The council reviewed several dates to meet again and scheduled a meeting for 

May 5, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. and that time they would schedule further meetings after the 

Human Resource Manager contacts the availability of the candidates.  

 

The work session meeting adjourns at 5:40 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:               MINUTES ACCEPTED AS 

                                                                             PRESENTED/AMENDED  

                                                         

 

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                           Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              

Council Clerk                                                       Council Clerk 

 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: September 7, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  James Manni, Town Manager 
         
FROM: Scott Partington, Fire Chief 
 
SUBJECT: Presentation of $3,500 grant award from R.I.A.F.C. Charitable Foundation 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
To formally present a grant award of $3,500 to the Narragansett Fire Department by 
RIAFC Foundation President George Farrell.  
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Narragansett Fire Department was awarded a grant to cover the instructional 
training costs of a 2-day enhanced marine and surf rescue training program. Ocean 
Rescue Systems is sponsoring the program.  All programs are NFPA compliant, 
DHS/FEMA, and USCG approved.  
 
The program will provide further advanced training for two attendees to serve as 
instructor-trainers, insuring additional training in the future to both police and fire 
personnel. 
 

 
 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:    

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared: September 11, 2016  

                                                                                      Council Meeting Date: September 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:    James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM:  Anne M. Irons, CMC Town Clerk 

 

SUBJECT:   Schedule a Public Hearing on the Proposed Ordinance-  
                     Definition of Homestead   
 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
That the Town Council SCHEDULES a Public Hearing on An Ordinance in Amendment 
of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, 
entitled “Taxation & Finance” and RECEIVES and PLACES on FILE a PETITION 
requesting a PUBLIC HEARING.  
 
 

SUMMARY: 

 
The First Reading for An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled “Taxation & Finance” 
was introduced, read, passed and accepted at the August 15, 2016 town council 
meeting. This amendment would define a “Homestead” for the purposes of future 
discussion, clarification and computations for the Town staff and the general public. 
 
On the September 6, 2016 council agenda, the second reading of the proposed 
ordinance on the definition of a “homestead” was to be read and adopted.  However, on 
Friday, September 2, 2016, a petition signed by 40 residents requesting a public 
hearing be held  before the adoption of the amendment was filed as in accordance with 
Section 2-1-9 (a) of the Town Charter. 
 
A homestead exemption would be a tax reduction by the Town of Narragansett which is 
applied to certain residential properties which meet specific guidelines.  The taxpayer 
must hold legal title to the property and must reside in the property.  The homestead 
exemption applies to single family homes, condominiums, the percent of two family 
homes owner occupied, the percent of three family homes owner occupied and mixed 
use as outlined by this council. 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
 

1. Petiton 











 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: September 9, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager       
  

FROM: Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 

SUBJECT: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance  
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council  SCHEDULES a PUBLIC HEARING for  text revision  of Section 
11, (Variances) of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Narragansett. 
 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
The Community Development Department originally submitted proposed text revisions 
for each of these sections of the Zoning Ordinance as part of the “omnibus “regulatory 
changes in 2015.  Following review by the Planning Board, these proposed 
amendments were removed for more in-depth deliberations.   
 
The intent of these revisions is to bring Sections 11.4, 11.5 and 11.6 up to date with the 
State Zoning Enabling Law.  The primary objective of the revisions is to place the 
standards of review for each type of variance (use variance, dimensional variance) 
under the appropriate headings.   
 
A draft of this proposal was brought to the Board in July resulting in minor revisions.     
 
On August 16, 2016 the Planning Board reconsidered a second draft of these three 
sections, and voted unanimously to recommend approval and transmittal to the Town 
Council for public hearing.   
 
Staff suggests a public hearing date of October 17, 2016. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Draft Ordinance text 
2. Planning Board Recommendation 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER     ____________ 
 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 731 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 

THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE IN 

RELATION TO ZONING” AS IT RELATES TO VARIANCES 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled “An 

Ordinance in Relation to Zoning” is hereby amended as follows: 

 

 

SECTION 2.  Section 11.4 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Standards to be Met in Granting a Use 

Variance is amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place of the specified text: 

 

11.4. Standards to be Met in Granting a Use Variance  

 

shall be renamed to 

 

11.4. Standards to be Met in Granting Any Variance. 

 

SECTION 3.  Section 11.4 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Standards to be Met in Granting Any 

Variance is amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place of the specified text: 

 

In granting a use variance, the zoning board of review shall require that evidence to the satisfaction of 

the following standards be entered into the record of the proceedings:  

 

shall be deleted and replaced with: 

 

In granting a variance, the zoning board of review shall require that evidence to the satisfaction of the 

following standards be entered into the record of the proceedings: 

 

SECTION 4.  Section 11.4 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Standards to be Met in Granting Any 

Variance is amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place of the specified text: 

 

Add the following text as a separate paragraph: 

 

In addition to the above, the zoning board of review shall consider: 

(1)  Access to air, light, views and solar access. 

(2) Public access to water bodies, rivers and streams 

(3) The conservation of energy and energy efficiency 

 



 

SECTION 5.  Section 11.5 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Additional Specific Standards to be Met  is 

amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in place of the specified text: 

 

11.5: Additional Specific Standards to be Met  

 

shall be renamed  

 

11.5: Additional Specific Standards to be Met for a Use Variance. 

 

 

 

SECTION 6.  Paragraph 2 of Section 11.5 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled Additional Standards to be 

Met in Granting a Use Variance  is amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in 

place of the specified text: 

 

Delete the following text: 

 

In addition to the above, the zoning board of review shall consider: 

(4)  Access to air, light, views and solar access. 

(5) Public access to water bodies, rivers and streams 

(6) The conservation of energy and energy efficiency 

 

 

SECTION 7. Paragraph 3 of section 11.6 of the Zoning Ordinance entitles Standards to be met in 

Granting a Dimensional Variance is amended by incorporating the wording and designations below in 

place of the specified text: 

 

Delete the paragraph and replace with : 

 

Furthermore, in granting a dimensional variance in conjunction with a special use permit, the 

zoning board shall make specific findings of fact defining any environmentally sensitive feature(s) to 

be protected and the manner in which the granting of the special use permit and dimensional variance 

will enhance the protection of the environmentally sensitive feature(s).  

 

 

 

 

 
• The combined impact of this ordinance will be to bring the Town’s Zoning Ordinance into compliance with the State 

Enabling Legislation, (RIGL 45-24). 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE:  August 23, 2016 

 

TO: Matthew Mannix, President, Honorable Town Council 

FM:   Terence Fleming, Chairman - Narragansett Planning Board 

 

RE: Zoning Ordinance – Variances 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The Community Development Department and Planning Board periodically review the Town’s 

Zoning Ordinance to consider changes in text that may relate to other regulatory provisions, may 

update standards  or add clarification in light of a real world experience.   Some areas in need of 

change are brought to the staff’s attention by other Town departments.   

 

In the attached ordinance, the Planning Board has reviewed the current text of Section 11, 

(Variances),  concluding that certain provisions are in need of revision to better comply with the 

RI Zoning Enabling  Law.   At their regular meeting held Tuesday, August 16, 2016, the  

Planning Board reviewed text of these revisions making their recommendation for approval as 

noted below. 

 

 

FINDINGS 

 

a. In Section 11.4 the existing text deals with general variance standards and so the heading 

should be changed to “Standards to be Met in Granting Any Variance”,  reflecting that 

intent.  The first sentence of text would also be corrected accordingly.    

 

 

b. Also, in Section 11.4 the Planning Board suggests moving  the “access to air, light views 

etc…” from Section 11.5 to this section. 

 

c. In Section 11.5 the Board finds that most of the existing text sets forth standards for 

granting a use variance and so this heading should also be changed to “Additional 

Specific Standards to be Met for a Use Variance” reflecting  that intent.   

 

d. Additionally, the Board has found that  the supplemental considerations of air, light views 

etc., have no source in the State law so are suggesting they be removed from this section 
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and placed in Section 11.4 noted above as a general objective. 

 

e. In Section 11.6 it was noted by the Board that the third paragraph should apply to all 

zoning applications not just those located in one of the overlay districts.  The purpose of 

this  is to ensure that this provision may remain applicable to environmental resources in 

general, should 1 or more of the overlays be deleted from the Zoning Code.  As such the 

Board  has removed that reference to “overlay districts” and retained all the remaining 

language. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Upon Motion  made by Mr. Glazer and duly seconded by Mr. Indeglia to RECOMMEND 

APPROVAL and refer the Zoning Ordinance to the Town Council, as is.  

 

Motion passes 4 to 0. 

(Mr. Fleming, Dr. O’Neill, Mr. Glazer, and Mr. Indeglia) 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

Revised Zoning Ordinance - Text of Section 11.4, 11.5 & 11.6  



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: July 22, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC – Town Clerk  
 

SUBJECT:    A Public Hearing - In Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of    
           Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled  
                     “Taxation and Finance”. 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council HOLDS a Public Hearing on the proposed amendment to 
Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, 
Entitled “Taxation and Finance”.  

 
SUMMARY: 

 
At the June 6, 2016 town council meeting a first reading was held on a proposal for a 
single tax rate ordinance. The passage of this ordinance would restore Narragansett’s 
property tax system to one that would tax ALL properties based solely on their 
appraised value 
 
The second reading and adoption of the proposed ordinance was scheduled for the 
June 20, 2016 town council meeting.  However, on June 20, 2016, as in accordance 
with the Town Charter Section 2-1-9, a petition signed by 53 residents was filed 
requesting a public hearing be held on the proposed ordinance amendment to 
Sec. 70-4 entitled Taxation and Finance.  
 
A public hearing was held on August 1, 2016 and continued until September 19, 2016. 
 
  

ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Advertisement 
2. Signed Petition 
3. Agenda Items 06-06-16 and 06-20-16 
4. Proposed Ordinance 













TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  15   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                                 Date Prepared:  June 6, 2016 

                                                                                         Council Meeting Date:    June 20, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     Honorable Town Council 
         

FROM:   Councilors Christopher Wilkens & Raymond Ranaldi 
 

SUBJECT:  Proposal for Single Tax Rate Ordinance 

 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
That the Narragansett Town Council ADOPTS an ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 
70 of the Code of ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled 
“Taxation and Finance”. 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
In its current form, and without any expressed advanced directive, the Homestead 
Exemption enabling legislation requested of the RI General Assembly would, if granted, 
necessarily be implemented by the Town Council under the EXISTING property tax 
ordinance.  
 
An enactment of a Homestead Exemption while maintaining Narragansett’s current 2-
tier (residential/commercial) property tax system remaining in place would CREATE one 
new tax inequity and CONFIRM another. 
 
The NEWLY CREATED inequity is the transferring of the Homestead Exemption costs 
singularly onto the owners of non-owner occupied housing. The CONFORMATON of an 
EXISTING property tax inequity is the continued allowance of the current commercial 
tax rate to remain at the punishing rate of 150% of the residential rate - the highest 
allowable by Rhode Island state law.  
 
The passage of this ordinance would restore Narragansett’s property tax system to one 
that would tax ALL properties based solely on their appraised value. 
 
With Rhode Island being nationally known as a high-tax/anti-business state, individual 
cities and towns must start accepting responsibility for their part in this reputation and 
begin taking the necessary measures to fix the problem. This proposed ordinance, 
along with this council’s previously adopted reduction of the tangible property tax, will 
put Narragansett in the forefront of much needed pro-business reforms. 
 
First Reading was read on June 6, 2016 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Proposed Ordinance 



 

 

 TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

CHAPTER 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “TAXATION AND FINANCE” 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows:  

Section 1: Section 4, (Compliance with State Law) of Chapter 70 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation and Finance” is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 70-4. — Compliance with State Law 

(a) All property in Class 3, which is classified as inventory, shall be taxed in 

accordance with § 44-3-29.1 of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the 

phasing out of taxes on said property. 

 

(b) All property in Class 4 shall be taxed in accordance with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 

of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing out of taxes on said 

property. 

 

(c) If the Town adopts a Homestead Exemption, the classification/tax rate system shall 

be as follows;     

 

 (1) All property that is classified as Class 1, 2 and 3 shall be taxed at the same tax  

       rate.  

 (2)  All property classified as Class 4 shall continue to be taxed in accordance 

                  with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 RIGL. 

 

Section 2: This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances 

or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

day of June, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

day of June, 2016 

 

ATTEST: 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:   20  

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                               Date Prepared:            May 24, 2016 

                       Council Meeting Date:   June 6, 2016  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     Honorable Town Council 
         

FROM:   Councilors Christopher Wilkens & Raymond Ranaldi 
 

SUBJECT:  Proposal for Single Tax Rate Ordinance 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
That the Narragansett Town Council INTRODUCES, READ, PASSES and ACCEPTS a 
first reading of an ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of ordinances of 
the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled “Taxation and Finance. 
 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
In its current form, and without any expressed advanced directive, the Homestead 
Exemption enabling legislation requested of the RI General Assembly would, if granted, 
necessarily be implemented by the Town Council under the EXISTING property tax 
ordinance.  
 
An enactment of a Homestead Exemption while maintaining Narragansett’s current 2-
tier (residential/commercial) property tax system remaining in place would CREATE one 
new tax inequity and CONFIRM another. 
 
The NEWLY CREATED inequity is the transferring of the Homestead Exemption costs 
singularly onto the owners of non-owner occupied housing. The CONFORMATON of an 
EXISTING property tax inequity is the continued allowance of the current commercial 
tax rate to remain at the punishing rate of 150% of the residential rate - the highest 
allowable by Rhode Island state law.  
 
The passage of this ordinance would restore Narragansett’s property tax system to one 
that would tax ALL properties based solely on their appraised value. 
 
With Rhode Island being nationally known as a high-tax/anti-business state, individual 
cities and towns must start accepting responsibility for their part in this reputation and 
begin taking the necessary measures to fix the problem. This proposed ordinance, 
along with this council’s previously adopted reduction of the tangible property tax, will 
put Narragansett in the forefront of much needed pro-business reforms. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Proposed Ordinance 



 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

CHAPTER 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “TAXATION AND FINANCE” 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows:  

Section 1: Section 4, (Compliance with State Law) of Chapter 70 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation and Finance” is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 70-4. — Compliance with State Law 

(a) All property in Class 3, which is classified as inventory, shall be taxed in 

accordance with § 44-3-29.1 of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the 

phasing out of taxes on said property. 

 

(b) All property in Class 4 shall be taxed in accordance with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 

of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing out of taxes on said 

property. 

 

(c) If the Town adopts a Homestead Exemption, the classification/tax rate system shall 

be as follows;     

 

 (1) All property that is classified as Class 1, 2 and 3 shall be taxed at the same tax  

       rate.  

 (2)  All property classified as Class 4 shall continue to be taxed in accordance 

                  with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 RIGL. 

 

Section 2: This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances 

or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

day of June, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

day of June, 2016 

 

ATTEST: 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  1   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:   September 9, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer  
 

SUBJECT:  Sewer Policy Committee Referral, Plat V, Lot 5 (665 Point Judith 
Road), Plat V, Lots 30, 30-1, and 75 (Lindsley Drive), and Plat W, 
Lot 90-1 (Point Judith Road) 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council refer a request from James Durkin for a waiver of the Sewer Policy 
for Plat V, Lot 5 (665 Point Judith Road), Plat V, Lots 30, 30-1, and 75 (Lindsley Drive), 
and Plat W, Lot 90-1 (Point Judith Road) to the Sewer Policy Committee for review. 

 

SUMMARY:   

 
The attached September 7, 2016 letter from James Durkin requests an appeal of a staff 
level denial on sewer availability.  
 
The Sewer Policy Committee meets on an ad hoc basis to hear appeals from staff level 
decisions relating to the Town’s Sewer Policy.  
 
 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. September 7, 2016 applicant appeal letter. 
2. June 7, 2016 and September 8, 2016 staff denial letters. 
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Date Prepared:   September 14, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer  
 

SUBJECT:  Sewer Policy Committee Referral, Plat N-R, Lot 990, 16 Ottawa 
Trail 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council refer a request from Amy Sonder on behalf of Marla Hauslaib for a 
waiver of the Sewer Policy for Plat N-R, Lot 990 (16 Ottawa Trail) to the Sewer Policy 
Committee for review. 

 

SUMMARY:   

 
The attached September 13, 2016 letter from Amy Sonder requests an appeal of a staff 
level denial on sewer availability.  
 
The Sewer Policy Committee meets on an ad hoc basis to hear appeals from staff level 
decisions relating to the Town’s Sewer Policy.  
 
 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. September 13, 2016 applicant appeal letter. 
2. September 8, 2016 staff denial letters. 



Easterbrooks & Associates, LLC 
2505 Boston Neck Road  

Saunderstown, Rhode Island 02874  

T. 401.667-7770 F. 401.667-7603  

E-mail: ASonderPLS@aol.com 

       

 

Sept. 13, 2016 

 

Mathew Mannix, President  

Town of Narragansett Town Council 

25 Fifth Avenue  

Narragansett, Rhode Island 02882 

 

Dear Council President Mannix, 

Recently my client Marla Hauslaib contacted my office to pursue the potential of an addition to 

her log cabin home at 16 Ottawa Trail in the “Bonnet Shores” area.  An Inspection of the 

existing Septic System has found the system to be substandard and considered a failed system. A 

new System would be required and with the substantial wetland & soil constraints associated 

with the site, we feel it is in the best interest of the owner and the surrounding properties, to 

connect to the existing public sewer system. We requested a sewer extension and connection to 

the Town Engineering Department, but due to current Narragansett Sewer Policy, last revised 

July 7, 2008 our request was denied. Therefore we would like appeal Town of Narragansett 

Engineering Departments decision to deny our request for Public Sewers at the below referenced 

subject property. 

 

Below and attached is the pertinent information:  
 

Owner:   Marla Hauslaib  

Mailing Address:  11 Russet Lane 

   Storrs Mansfield, Conn. 06268 

 

Subject Property  Assessor's Plat N-R / Lot 990   

   16 Ottawa Trail   

 

I appreciate your review and consideration of our request to appeal this decision.  

 

Respectfully Yours, 

Amy N.Sonder 

Amy N. Sonder, RIPLS, D2055 

 

cc: Marla Hauslaib  
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Date Prepared:   September 14, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer  
 

SUBJECT:  Sewer Policy Committee Referral, Plat U, Lot 98-2, Julia Avenue 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council refer a request from Amy Sonder on behalf of Augustine and 
Megan Manocchia for a waiver of the Sewer Policy for Plat U, Lot 98-2 (Julia Avenue) to 
the Sewer Policy Committee for review. 

 

SUMMARY:   

 
The attached September 12, 2016 letter from Amy Sonder requests an appeal of a staff 
level denial on sewer availability.  
 
The Sewer Policy Committee meets on an ad hoc basis to hear appeals from staff level 
decisions relating to the Town’s Sewer Policy.  
 
 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. September 12, 2016 applicant appeal letter. 
2. September 1, 2016 staff denial letter. 



Easterbrooks & Associates, LLC 
2505 Boston Neck Road  

Saunderstown, Rhode Island 02874  

T. 401.667-7770 F. 401.667-7603  

E-mail: ASonderPLS@aol.com 

       

 

Sept. 12, 2016 

 

Mathew Mannix, President  

Town of Narragansett Town Council 

25 Fifth Avenue  

Narragansett, Rhode Island 02882 

 

Dear Council President Mannix, 

Recently my client Mr. Augustine Manocchia contacted my office to pursue the development of 

a vacant lot he owns on Julia Avenue. After reviewing the wetland & soil constraints associated 

with the site, we feel it is in the best interest of the Manocchia's and the surrounding properties, 

to connect to the existing public sewer system. We requested a sewer extension and connection, 

but due to current Narragansett Sewer Policy, last revised July 7, 2008 our request was denied. 

Therefore we would like appeal Town of Narragansett Engineering Departments decision to 

deny our request for Sewers at the below referenced subject property. 

 

Below and attached is the pertinent information:  

 
 

Owners:   Augustine A., Jr. & Megan Manocchia 

Mailing Address:  12 Cassandra Lane 

   North Kingstown, Rhode Island 02882 

 

Subject Property  Assessor's Plat U / Lot 98-2  

   Julia Avenue  

 

I appreciate your review and consideration of our request to appeal this decision.  

 

Respectfully Yours, 

Amy N.Sonder 

Amy N. Sonder, RIPLS, D2055 

 

cc: A.Manocchia  
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Date Prepared:  September 1, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   
FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer 
 
PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Water Main Gate Box Repair Work 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves, ratifies, and confirms the water main gate box repair work 
on Point Judith Road as performed by J. H. Lynch & Sons, Inc. in the amount of $5,880.00. 
 
SUMMARY:   
 
Along Point Judith Road (in the Deepwater Wind project work zones) we have 12 water gate 
valve boxes that are in need of repair. We have 12” and 16” main water lines that feed the 
south end along this route. The gate boxes in the pavement get damaged over time primarily 
from snow plowing operations – the damage is not part of the Deepwater duct bank 
installation.  
 
Ordinarily, we would use our on-call contractor, George Sherman Sand & Gravel, to repair 
these valve boxes. Sherman would have to apply for a RIDOT permit and we would have to 
pay for a traffic detail, along with their charges for saw cutting the asphalt and replacing the 
boxes. 
 
As J H Lynch will be doing the pavement repair for National Grid under the Deepwater project, 
we approached Lynch about performing the gate box work as well, using their RIDOT permit 
for the Deepwater project and recognizing the fact that they are already paying for traffic 
details when they begin to mill and overlay Point Judith Road this month. Lynch has agreed to 
do the work, which has been estimated at $5,880.00. We believe this to be more economical 
and easier to manage than trying to bring in Sherman as a new contractor on this site. The 
Town Manager has approved the work as outlined in the email attached. 
 
This action requires Town Council authorization relative to Section 70-306 (5) of the Code of 
Ordinances, which requires the solicitation of bids for work in excess of $4,000.00. 
 
Funding is available in the Water Fund Capital Projects Account #0030 50704, Other Capital 
Improvement. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  

 

1. Proposal from J. H. Lynch & Sons, Inc., dated September 1, 2016 
2. Email reply from James Manni with approval. 
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Date Prepared: September 12, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni Town Manager      
   

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: Miscellaneous Licenses- (One Day Peddler) – Stratigic Solutions 
                    LLC d/b/a Soul Full 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 

That the Town Council approves, ratifies and confirms a Miscellaneous License 
application for a One Day Peddler License for September 10, 2016 to Stratigic 
Solutions LLC d/b/a Soul Full Harrisville, Rhode Island, subject to local and state 
regulations. 
 
SUMMARY: 

 
Due to a food truck vendor backing out of providing food at the Calamari Cook-Off at 
the last minute a request was made by the Chamber of Commerce to allow another 
food truck vendor to participate at the event.  Permission was granted as all appropriate 
paper work was in order to issue a license.  
 
According to Town Ordinance 14-367 a license is required to sell items on any street in 
town and approved by the town council. 
 
According to Town Ordinance 14-369 the fee is $25.00 for each day. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 
1. Application 
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                                                                                                 Date Prepared:     September 8, 2016 

                                                                                      Council Meeting Date:    September 19, 2016  
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James Manni, Town Manager  

 
FROM: Laura Kenyon, Finance Director 
      

 
SUBJECT: Real Estate Abatements  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 

That the Town Council approves the list of Real Estate abatements in the amount of $2,167.20.           
            
 
        

SUMMARY:  
These Real Estate abatements concern:  
 
1) An appeal was filed with the Tax Assessor; upon review an adjustment was made to the 

account and a change to this property will be applied for the 2016 tax period. 
      
 

The abatement process involves corrections of errors that are found as a matter of our daily tasks. 
They may be found by our office, or the property owner may have a property characteristic corrected 
upon an inspection. Many homes are not inspected during the reval process, and when an absent 
landlord finds an incorrect property characteristic, they schedule a complete inspection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT:    Copy of spreadsheet for real estate abatements.     



REAL ESTATE ABATEMENTS

TAX YR OLD VALUE NEW VALUE DIFFERENCE RATE ABATE AMT ACCT # MAP/LOT NAME REASON

2016 250,800$                   35,800$                    215,000$                    10.08$       2,167.20$           R-13-1875-50 L-1-30 CUTLIP, GREGG & JACK APPEAL TO TAX ASSESSOR

TOTAL  ABATE 2,167.20$        
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Date Prepared:  September 8, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: September 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: The American Diabetes Association Cycling Fundraiser 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the request from the American Diabetes Association 

to conduct a cycling fundraiser  “Tour de Cure” to be held on Sunday June  4, 2017 

from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm, subject to approval of state and local regulations. 

 

SUMMARY:   

 
The American Diabetes Association is requesting permission to conduct a cycling 

fundraiser “Tour de Cure” on Sunday June 4, 2017 from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm. This 

annual event will have five different routes all starting and ending at the University of 

Rhode Island in Kingston, RI with various lengths as per the attached course 

description passing through North Kingstown, South Kingstown, Charlestown, Westerly 

and Narragansett. Four of the five routes extend into the town of Narragansett, the 15 

mile, 30 mile, 62 mile and 100 mile route. Police, Fire and Public Works Departments 

have approved this event. Narragansett Police will be hired for traffic control if required. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application for Special Use 

2. Proposed Course Map 
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Date Prepared:  September 8, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: September 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: 35th Annual Narragansett Art Festival 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the request from the Rotary Club of Wakefield, Rhode 

Island for the use of Veterans Memorial Park for the 35th Annual Art Festival to be held 

June 23 June 24 and June 25, 2017. 

 

SUMMARY:   

 
This is an annual major fundraising event in order to raise and distribute scholarships 

for graduates of Narragansett, South Kingstown and Prout high schools that the Rotary 

Club of Wakefield Rhode Island holds each year at Veterans Memorial Park. The dates 

for the 2017 Art Festival are Friday June 23, Saturday June 24 and Sunday June 25, 

2017.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Request letter dated September 1, 2016 
 





TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  9   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: September 6, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   
FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E.,Town Engineer 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Root Control Services for Pier Area Sewer System 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves the contract for foaming root control service in portions of 
the Pier area public sewer system with Duke’s Root Control, Inc., in the amount of 
$3,505.70. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
As part of our ongoing Inflow\Infiltration removal efforts in the Pier area, we have identified 
several areas where root intrusion from nearby trees has compromised our main sanitary 
sewer system. Roots typically make their way into the older sewer pipes through joints or 
small cracks, and then enlarge the cracks as they grow, and trap debris, causing 
blockages. The most effective non-intrusive (i.e. no digging) method of root control is the 
application of diquat dibromide, which is a foaming agent that kills the roots within the 
sewer line and adjacent area, but does not migrate back to the tree itself. The product is 
registered with the RI Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM). 
 
The product tradename, “Razorooter II”, is a proprietary product of Sewer Sciences, Inc., 
and Duke’s Root Control, Inc. is the only commercial applicator licensed to apply this 
product in Rhode Island. A letter from Sewer Sciences is attached, along with the quoted 
price for various pipe sizes, and an estimate of the footages that we need treated.  
 
In accordance with the Town of Narragansett Code of Ordinances, Section 70-326 and 
Rhode Island General Laws, Chapter 55, Section 45-55-8, I, the Purchasing Manager, 
have determined this to be a sole source item. 
 
Funding is available in the Wastewater Enterprise Fund Capital Projects Account  
#0032 50630, Pier Area I\I. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Letter from Sewer Sciences, Inc. (08/25/16) 
2. Quote from Duke’s Root Control, Inc. (08/25/16) 
3. Root Control Application – list of streets and estimated cost. 
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Date Prepared:  September 7, 2016  
Council Meeting Date: September 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           
FROM:  Patti Arkwright, Library Director 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Change Order for Library Building Consultant   
  
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council approves the change order for additional Library consultant fees 
with Patience Kennedy Jackson, in the amount of $5,150.00 plus expenses, as noted in 
the proposal/contract. 
 
SUMMARY:   
 
On September 19, 2011 the bid for Library Consulting Services was awarded to 
Patience Kennedy Jackson, in the amount of $11,750.00 plus expenses. The consultant 
conducted and prepared a “Needs Assessment” draft document in March 2012.  Later 
that same year, there was a “Library Building Program” document prepared in draft 
form. Due to many factors there was no activity to finalize these reports. 
 
In light of the site availability, a changed population projection and modifications of the 
library’s priorities is now needed.  These reports need to be revised and formalized in 
order to continue with this library project as encouraged by the Town Council at a recent 
work session.  
 
The attached proposal describes the needed services for the amount of $5,150.00 plus 
applicable expenses (mileage, fax charges, photocopies, etc.). 
 
Funding is available in the Library Capital Projects Account #0042 50613, Buildings. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Proposal from Patience Jackson, dated June 2016. 
 



PATIENCE KENNEY JACKSON 
7 Howard Road 

Maynard, MA 01754-1555 
(978)897-4956 

A PROPOSAL FOR ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION SERVICES FOR THE 
MAURY LOONTJENS MEMORIAL LIBRARY OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND 

June, 2016 

June 24, 2011 proposal $11,750 plus expenses 
Billed and paid to 6/28/13 $10.430 plus expenses $ 274.75 
Remaining from original proposal $ 1,320 

It is understood that the draft Needs Assessment and Building Program document 
submitted in December, 2012 is now in need of revision and a final version, in the light 
of site availability, a changed population projection and modification of the library's 
priorities. 

PHASE I 

In this proposal, I will spend one additional day with the Director, to update library 
statistics and discuss the changed priorities and how they will affect space utilization, 
will then prepare both an updated Needs Assessment and a modified spreadsheet, 
outlining the new priorities agreed upon. 

Following approval of both of these documents, I will work through the draft Area 
Descriptions, modifying both description and area required, as necessary. 

The result will be a final Library Building Program for the Maury Loontjens Memorial 
Library. 

ESTIMATED COST OF PROPOSED PROJECT: 

1 site visit 6/8/16 $ 700 plus expenses -208 miles @ .55 = $114.40 
1 site visit June/July $ 700 plus expenses 
50 hours revisions $3.750 

$5.150 Plus expenses 
Remaining from 6/11 
Proposal -$1,320 

6/16 expansion of 6/11 +$3.830 plus expenses 
proposal 



PHASE II 

In addition, I will be available to review and comment on proposed architectural designs 
for the Belmont Market site as they become available. 

Fees and expenses for such services will be on an hourly basis as outlined above, with 
one half of travel time to be considered as billable time. 

EXPENSES: 

Over and above the fee, reimbursable expenses will include actual round trip mileage 
from Maynard, Massachusetts (about 200 miles, round trip x $.55 = $110/trip), long­
distance telephone calls and fax charges as necessary, photocopy charges and bindery 
costs, and postage. Customarily, I will deliver one original and one photocopy of the 
draft documents, then do the same with the final document. The library will be 
responsible for the preparation and binding of the documents, at its discretion. I find 
that this approach minimizes time as well as postage charges. With the exception of e-
mail correspondence, deliverables do not include electronic formats, for reasons of 
formatting, accuracy, security and copyright. 

2 
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                                                                                                          Date Prepared:   June 20, 2016 

                                                                                    Council Meeting Date:    September 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     Honorable Town Council 
         

FROM:   Councilors Christopher Wilkens & Raymond Ranaldi 
 

SUBJECT:  Proposal for Single Tax Rate Ordinance 

 

RECOMMENDATION:   

  
That the Narragansett Town Council ADOPTS an ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 
70 of the Code of ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled 
“Taxation and Finance”. 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
In its current form, and without any expressed advanced directive, the Homestead 
Exemption enabling legislation requested of the RI General Assembly would, if granted, 
necessarily be implemented by the Town Council under the EXISTING property tax 
ordinance.  
 
An enactment of a Homestead Exemption while maintaining Narragansett’s current 2-
tier (residential/commercial) property tax system remaining in place would CREATE one 
new tax inequity and CONFIRM another. 
 
The NEWLY CREATED inequity is the transferring of the Homestead Exemption costs 
singularly onto the owners of non-owner occupied housing. The CONFORMATON of an 
EXISTING property tax inequity is the continued allowance of the current commercial 
tax rate to remain at the punishing rate of 150% of the residential rate - the highest 
allowable by Rhode Island state law.  
 
The passage of this ordinance would restore Narragansett’s property tax system to one 
that would tax ALL properties based solely on their appraised value. 
 
With Rhode Island being nationally known as a high-tax/anti-business state, individual 
cities and towns must start accepting responsibility for their part in this reputation and 
begin taking the necessary measures to fix the problem. This proposed ordinance, 
along with this council’s previously adopted reduction of the tangible property tax, will 
put Narragansett in the forefront of much needed pro-business reforms. 
 
First Reading was read on June 6, 2016 and a public hearing was requested by petition 
and held on August 1, 2016 and continued to September 19, 2016. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Proposed Ordinance 



 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

CHAPTER 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “TAXATION AND FINANCE” 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows:  

Section 1: Section 4, (Compliance with State Law) of Chapter 70 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation and Finance” is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 70-4. — Compliance with State Law 

(a) All property in Class 3, which is classified as inventory, shall be taxed in 

accordance with § 44-3-29.1 of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the 

phasing out of taxes on said property. 

 

(b) All property in Class 4 shall be taxed in accordance with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 

of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing out of taxes on said 

property. 

 

(c) If the Town adopts a Homestead Exemption, the classification/tax rate system shall 

be as follows;     

 

 (1) All property that is classified as Class 1, 2 and 3 shall be taxed at the same tax  

       rate.  

 (2)  All property classified as Class 4 shall continue to be taxed in accordance 

                  with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 RIGL. 

 

Section 2: This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances 

or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 6
th

  

day of June, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

                        day of  2016 

 

ATTEST: 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
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Date Prepared: September 9,, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni,  Town Manager       
  

FROM: Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 

SUBJECT: Approval of updated Harbor Management Ordinance  
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
 
That the Town Council INTRODUCES, READ, PASSES AND ACCEPTS as a First 
Reading,  “An ordinance in amendment of Chapter 82 of the Code of Ordinances of the 
Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled “Waterways”, specifically an update of 
Article III – (Boats) and Article IV – (Coastal Waters and Harbor Areas).  
 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
This ordinance is proposed in conjunction with the complete re-write of the 
Narragansett Harbor Management Plan.   The Plan has been under review  and 
revision by the Harbor Management Commission since 2014.  A public hearing was 
held on the revised Harbor Management Plan on August 22, 2016.  That hearing is now 
closed and set down for decision on October 3, 2016. 
 
Specifically, this ordinance amends 23 subsections within Articles III and IV  of Chapter 
82 – Waterways.  The vast majority of  amendments are minor in nature reflecting 
updated definitions and procedures.  The major revisions are in the following 
categories: 

a. Fines 
b. Process of hearing appeals of Harbormaster decisions 
c. Updated standards for mooring tackle 
d. Definition and regulation of “Outhauls”. 
e. Updated inspections procedures. 
f. Application Fees 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Final Draft – Harbor Management Ordinance 

 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT  

 

CHAPTER ___ 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 82 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “WATERWAYS” 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

Section 1:  Articles III and IV  of Chapter 82 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett 

entitled “Waterways” are hereby deleted in their entirety and replaced by the following  
 
 

ARTICLE III.  BOATS* 

__________ 
*State law references: Regulation of boats, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-1 et seq.; local regulation of boats, 
G.L. 1956, § 46-22-14; reckless operation of boats, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-9; powers conferred on Town 
of Narragansett to regulate boats in the public waters, G.L. § 46-4-6.8; definitions, G.L. 1956, § 46-
22-2; reinforcement of the Town’s commitment to the boat sewage laws, G.L. 1956, § 46-12-39 thru 
41. 
.___________ 
 
Sec. 82-86.  Definitions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
Motorboat means any vessel propelled, in whole or in part, by mechanical means, either inboard or 
outboard, and using a motor powered by gasoline, diesel fuel, naphtha, kerosene, steam or fuel oil. 
Water means all lakes, rivers, streams, ponds or other bodies of water located within or partly within 
the boundaries of the town. 
(Code 1986, § 4-71) 
Cross references: Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 
Sec. 82-87.  Operation from beach or near bathing areas. 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any motorboat or other watercraft while being operated upon waters 
within the boundaries of the town to pass closer than a reasonable distance to a public bathing area 
on the shores of the waters of the town. 
(b) No boat or other personal watercraft shall operate from the town beach. 
(Code 1986, § 4-72) 
 
Sec. 82-88.  Reckless operation. 
It shall be unlawful for any motorboat or other watercraft upon the waters within the boundaries of 
the town to be operated in a reckless or negligent fashion upon the waters within the boundaries of 
the town either as to speed or conduct of operations. 
(Code 1986, § 4-73) 
 
 



Sec. 82-89.  Passing near other vessels. 
Motorboat or other watercraft operators shall use due and reasonable care in passing close to or near 
other vessels and shall slow to a reasonable and safe speed when passing rowboats, canoes, kayaks, 
sailboats or other vessels not propelled by mechanical means. 
(Code 1986, § 4-74) 
 
Sec. 82-90.  Police directions. 
Motorboat operators shall obey lawful directions given to them by the harbormaster or by any police 
officer of the town in enforcement of the provisions of this division, and shall immediately, upon 
being instructed by any police officer or harbormaster of the town, comply with such lawful 
directions. 
(Code 1986, § 4-75) 
State law references: Similar provisions, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-173. 
 
Sec. 82-91.  Speed limit in certain areas. 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any boat or vessel, other than a vessel operated 
by any branch of the United States government, in the entrance to or within the harbor at Point 
Judith within the town between a line running east to west drawn across the breachway 200 feet 
north of the southerly end of the easterly bulkhead of the breachway to Point Judith Pond, and a 
line drawn across Point Judith Harbor running east to west from the northerly side of the state pier 
on the Galilee side to the northerly side of the state pier on the Jerusalem side, at a speed in excess 
of five miles per hour or so as to create a wake. 
(b) A speed in excess of five miles per hour and/or the creation of a wake is prohibited in the 
following areas: within 100 feet of any bridge, dock, marina, boat ramp or posted bathing area, and 
within the area along the dunes at the eastern end of Narrow River, until the river turns to the east 
towards the ocean.  
(Code 1986, §§ 4-76, 4-96; Ch. 797, §§ 2, 3, 8-21-2000) 
State law references: Regulation of public waters, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6-8. 
 
Sec. 82-92.  Violations; fines. 
(a) Enumeration. The following violations and the payment of fines may be handled 
administratively through the method provided for in section 18-30 of this Code. The schedule of 
violations is as follows: 
Violations Schedule (See Clerk’s Office for most up to date fines; ordinance in Clerk’s Office takes 
precedence over table shown below). 
 
 

Section of Code Violation Fine  

82-1  Diving from bridges $100.00 

82-2 Throwing debris from bridges $100.00 

82-87 Operation near bathing area $100.00 

82-88 Reckless operation $100.00 

82-89 
Passing near other vessels reasonable 
care 

$100.00 

82-90 Police directions $100.00 

82-91 Speed limit in certain areas $100.00 



82-93 Flotation devices $100.00 

82.94 Regulation of PWC $100.00 

82-161 Vessel speed $100.00 

82-162 Vessel operation $100.00 

82-164 Obstruction of channels $100.00 

82-165 Swimming in channel $100.00 

82-166 Fishing in channel $100.00 

82-173 Boat standards $100.00 

82-178 Transient anchoring and anchorages $100.00 

82-179 Failure to stop $100.00 

 
 
(b) Failure to act. If the offender does not pay the fine as specified in subsection (a) of this 
section, the offender shall have waived his rights to dispose of the offense by mail, and a notice shall 
be issued against the offender for his personal appearance before the municipal court on a date set 
by the harbormaster or his designee for the disposition of the offense. 
(Ch. 787, § 1, 8-16-1999; Ch. 797, § 1, 8-21-2000) 
State law references: Authority to regulate boats, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8. 
 
82.93. Flotation devices – children. Any person transporting a child under thirteen years of age in a 
vessel less than 26 feet in length on the waters of the Town of Narragansett shall require that the 
child wear a personal flotation device approved by the United States Coast Guard. 

 
82-94. Regulation of personal watercraft. (a) A person may not operate a personal watercraft at any 
time between the hours of one-half (1/2) hour after sunset to one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise. 
(b)  No person under the age of sixteen (16) shall operate a personal watercraft on the waters of 
the Town unless an adult accompanies him or her or unless he or she has passed a  Department of 
Environmental Management approved or United States Coast Guard approved boating safety 
course.   
Secs. 82-95--82-100.  Reserved. 
 
 
 
ARTICLE IV.  COASTAL WATERS AND HARBOR AREAS* 

*State law references: Powers of town to regulate public waters, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8. 
__________ 
 
DIVISION 1.  GENERALLY 
 
Sec. 82-101.  Goals of this article. 
The goals of the town in the adoption of this article are to: 
(1) Manage the coastal waters and harbor areas of the town, as described in this article, by 
establishing regulations that balance and manage the diverse uses of the waters, harbor areas and 
waterfront and to minimize user conflicts. 



(2) Provide a mechanism to ensure the administration and operational costs of provisions of 
this article and the harbor management plan are shared by the town, mooring owners and other 
groups or individuals as may be identified by the harbor management commission, described in this 
article. 
(3) Provide a mechanism to ensure that all waterway activities are occurring in a safe, efficient 
and controlled manner so as to prevent accidents and unnecessary losses. 
(4) Remain consistent with the goals and regulations of the town comprehensive plan, the state 
coastal resource management program, the state department of the environment, the state guide 
plan, and the United States Army Corps of Engineers. 
(5) Provide for harbormaster authority and duties. 
(Code 1986, § 4-130) 
 
Sec. 82-102.  Definitions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
Abode means the principal, non-water dependent use of a structure or vessel as a dwelling or home. 
 
Anchoring means to secure a vessel temporarily to the bottom of a waterbody by dropping an 
anchor from a vessel. 
 
Commercial vessel means any type of vessel used primarily for any type of commercial venture 
including, but not limited to, fishing, towage, salvage and the carriage of passengers for hire. 
 
Fairway means any locally designated and/or maintained water areas reserved for unobstructed 
movement of vessels. 
 
Guest privilege means a mooring may be occupied by a guest of the permitted mooring owner for a 
period not to exceed ten days. Guest moorings may not be rented, leased or used by the same vessel 
on a continuous basis. 
 
Harbor management commission means the body appointed by the town council to prepare the 
harbor management plan, develop policies for implementation of the plan, develop appeals 
procedures, and to provide other recommendations regarding harbor and coastal resource issues as 
specified within this article. 
 
Harbormaster means the individual appointed by the town manager in accordance with the 
provisions of the town Charter to enforce the provisions of this article and any additional 
regulations subsequently required for the implementation of this article. 
 
Lateral access means movement along the shore by individuals on foot. 
 
Launching ramp means any natural or manmade facility used for the launching and hauling of boats. 
 
Marina means any dock, pier, wharf, float, floating businesses, or combination of such facilities that 
service five or more recreational boats as a commercial enterprise or in association with a club 
(section 300.4 RI CRMP). 
 



Mean high water (MHW) means the average height of the high tides over an 18.6-year period of 
time. 
 
Mooring means a semi-permanent anchorage installation that consists of a mushroom anchor, 
granite or cement block, a mooring buoy, and a pennant used for securing a recreational or 
commercial vessel. For the purposes of this article, a mooring is considered private or reserved. 
(1) Private: Any mooring owned and used by a private individual in the littoral waters or 
mooring zones. 
(2) Commercial: Any mooring which is rented by the mooring permit holder. Moorings are 
available on a limited basis upon approval of the harbor management commission. The same 
information as required of private mooring applicants must be completed by each mooring lessee. 
(3) Town Moorings: Available through the Harbor Master.   
 
Mooring-fairway means a path through or immediately adjacent to a mooring field, the purpose of 
which is to provide ingress and egress to and from moorings. 
 
Mooring float means a structure similar to a dock float in construction and design, usually 
constructed with wood that is secured to mooring tackle. 
 
Mooring post means an upright post of wood, stone, cast iron, or any other material fixed in the 
ground/bottom for securing vessels by line or chain. 
 
Mooring space means that water space assigned to an applicant by the harbormaster. 
 
Mooring tackle means the hardware used to secure a vessel at a mooring and which is kept in place  
seasonally. 
 
Nonresident means any individual, business or corporation which does not meet the definition of 
the term "resident." 
 
Personal watercraft means a vessel which uses an in-board motor powering a water jet pump as its 
primary source of motor power and designed to be operated by a person sitting or kneeling on the 
vessel rather than the conventional method of sitting or standing inside the vessel. 
 
Recreational boating facility includes marinas, launching ramps, residential boating facilities, 
recreational wharfs, piers and slips, floats or floating docks and recreational mooring areas, section 
300.4 of the coastal resources management program, as amended. 
 
Registered owner means that person owning the specified vessel at the time and date of signing the 
initial registration. The harbormaster is authorized to request a bill of sale testifying to ownership or 
vessel registration and documentation forms. 
 
Registered vessel means that vessel registered initially by the registered owner. 
 
Registration means that contract between the town and the boat owner granting the boat owner the 
privilege of using a mooring space within the town's waters for a specified season. 
 



Resident means any person who has established legal residence in the town or any person owning 
property and paying local taxes of at least $250.00 to the town. 
 
Right-of-way means an unobstructed path or corridor from a public thoroughfare or facility leading 
to or along the waters of the town and shoreline areas below the mean high water mark. 
 
Vessel means every description of watercraft including seaplanes used on the water, used or capable 
of being used as a means of transportation on water. 
 
Water-dependent use means those waterfront activities solely dependent upon the water for their 
use (i.e.: commercial fishing, marinas, boats, yards, docks and boats). 
 
Waters of the Town of Narragansett means the water area over which the town hereby assumes 
management authority for the purposes of this article, consistent with the powers, duties and 
authorities granted under G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8 (see section 82-103). 
(1) Designated waters. Designated water are as follows: 
 a. Mooring zones: Those areas primarily designated for the placement of moorings. 
 b. Habitat conservation zones: Those areas exclusively designated for the protection of 
water quality, wildlife, and plant habitat values. Areas designated as habitat conservation shall not 
allow any use that may negatively impact the environment, including the building of docks, 
placement of moorings, dredging, and use of recreational vessels. Overnight transient anchorage and 
moorings are prohibited. 
 c. Exclusive zones: Zones defined as 500 feet seaward of the mean low water mark at 
designated beach areas. These zones do not allow any recreational vessels to operate between April 
30 and October 30, except for reasons of ingress and egress. 
(2) Riparian moorings. Residents in the immediate areas of public rights-of-way to water may be 
granted permission to place a private mooring on a space-available basis in an approved mooring 
area, upon an approved application from the harbormaster. 
(Code 1986, § 4-131)  
Cross references: Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 
Sec. 82-103.  Jurisdiction. 
(a) The coastal waters and harbor areas of the town included under the jurisdiction and 
authority of this article are those coastal waters and harbor areas within the jurisdiction of the 
corporate boundaries of the town as they pertain to the Narrow River, Point Judith Pond, East 
Pond, South Ferry, Bonnet Shores, Anawan Cliffs and all other coastal waters and harbors not 
otherwise named within this jurisdiction.  
(b) The northern coastal boundary of the town begins at a line at the center point between the 
Town of North Kingstown and the Town of Narragansett and runs south between the two towns 
divided by the Narrow (Pettaquamscutt) River, as well as the Town of South Kingstown (see section 
1, figure 1). The Narrow River, a tidal estuary is within the corporate boundaries of the Town of 
Narragansett, the Town of South Kingstown, and the Town of North Kingstown. The Narrow 
River is subject to the authority granted to the Town of Narragansett, consistent with the goals and 
objectives of the special area management plan and the authority vested in the state coastal resources 
management council. The town boundary extends northerly to a point in the Narragansett Bay 733 
yards from shore, and extends southerly to and includes the Harbor of Refuge at Point Judith Pond. 
This area includes both shores of the breachway at the entrance of Point Judith Pond and then 
northerly along the eastern shore of Point Judith Pond to the head end of the Pond at Route 1, and 



also includes East Pond which is contiguous to Point Judith Pond on its easterly side. The boundary 
between the Town of Narragansett and the Town of South Kingstown is a line drawn through Point 
Judith Pond, with the small section of Jerusalem included within the town (See section 1, figure 2 of 
article 3, chapter 753). For the purposes of the plan, the inland boundary of the area under the 
jurisdiction and authority of this article extends to Route 1, in the Fence Cove which is the 
approximate northern landward limit of Point Judith Pond. 
(c) This jurisdiction includes all littoral waters, and all waters bordering the Town of 
Narragansett from the mean high water (MHW) line to a distance of three miles on the Atlantic 
Ocean. Those waters not directly on the ocean are under jurisdiction equal to a distance not 
exceeding the corporate boundary lines of the Town of Narragansett. 
(Code 1986, § 4-132) 
Editor's note: Figures 1 and 2, attached to ordinance number chapter 753, have not been set out at 
length in this section but are available in the offices of the town. 
 
Sec. 82-104.  Liability. 
Persons using the tidal waters of the town shall assume all risk of personal injury and damage or loss 
to their property. The town assumes no risks on account of accident, fire, theft, vandalism or acts of 
God. 
(Code 1986, § 4-135) 
Secs. 82-105--82-120.  Reserved. 
 
 
DIVISION 2.  HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION* 
__________ 
*Cross references: Boards, commissions and committees, § 2-71 et seq. 
State law references: Authority to create a harbor management committee, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8. 
__________ 
 
Sec. 82-121.  Powers and duties generally. 
The harbor management commission shall be authorized to prepare a harbor management plan for 
the tidal waters of the town, to provide for annual review of the harbor management plan, and 
recommend any additions or modifications of the plan as may be deemed necessary; to assist in the 
evaluation of the town's harbor management operation; to hear appeals to actions of the town in 
execution of the plan, and to initiate studies and other actions as may be necessary for proper 
management of the tidal waters of the town in accordance with the town Charter and state enabling 
legislation. The commission will be responsible for the development and recommendation of 
additional policies, rules and regulations for the harbor management plan and subsequent 
ordinances, subject to approval of the town council and, where applicable, the coastal resources 
management council. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133) 
 
Sec. 82-122.  Composition. 
The harbor management commission shall consist of seven members and two alternate members 
who must be residents of the town. Such commission shall to the extent practical include a member 
of the conservation commission, and the general public. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(1)) 
 
 



Sec. 82-123.  Ex-officio members. 
Each ex-officio member shall be a nonvoting member of the harbor management commission. The 
harbormaster, the chief of police, the town manager, the director of community development, the 
director of parks and recreation, a representative of the North Kingstown harbor commission, and a 
representative of the South Kingstown harbor commission shall serve as ex-officio members of the 
commission. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(2)) 
 
Sec. 82-124.  Appointments. 
Members shall be appointed by the town council for terms consisting of three years. The alternate 
members shall be appointed annually. The commission may also form subcommittees to address 
specific duties of the commission. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(3)) 
 
Sec. 82-125.  Vacancies. 
Vacancies shall be filled as necessary. The person appointed shall serve for the remainder of the 
unexpired term. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(4)) 
 
Sec. 82-126.  Officers. 
A chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretary shall be elected by the members of the commission. 
Meetings shall be called by the chairperson or at the request of at least four members of the 
commission. The secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings and file such minutes with the town 
clerk. The commission shall meet monthly and shall conform to open meeting laws. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(5)) 
 
Sec. 82-127.  Compensation. 
No member of the harbor management commission shall receive compensation for service. Harbor 
commission members may be compensated for any normal expenses incurred in the performance of 
their duties, when approved by the town manager. 
(Code 1986, § 4-133(6)) 
 
Sec. 82-128.  Additional powers and duties. 
The harbor management commission shall be the municipal advisory and appeal body authorized to 
prepare and to amend, subject to town council approval, a harbor management plan to oversee the 
enforcement of such plan, and subsequent implementing ordinances, regulations, and programs. The 
harbor management commission shall adopt rules of procedure and operation for its meetings and is 
authorized to: 
(1) Recommend to the town council the adoption of rules, regulations and other amendments 
to the harbor management plan and its subsequent ordinances which may be necessary to fulfill the 
goals and objectives of the harbor management plan and meet the requirements of this article. 
(2) Recommend as necessary additional authorities and duties for the harbormaster. 
(3) Assist in the preparation of an annual budget for harbor management in accordance with the 
provisions of the town Charter. 
(4) Recommend the expenditure of budgeted funds to acquire services or materials necessary 
for the implementation of the harbor management plan, subject to approval of the town manager 
per the provisions of the town Charter. 



(5) Recommend fees and fines, subject to town council approval for the implementation of the 
harbor management plan, including support of the harbormaster's payroll, improvement to 
moorings, anchorages, accessways, marine sanitation, surveys, studies, and other activities deemed 
necessary for carrying out the goals, policies, and implementation of the harbor management plan. 
(6) Review and revise as necessary the harbor management plan and subsequent ordinances for 
the town council and coastal resources management council approval. The harbor management plan 
and its ordinances shall be reviewed and revised at least once every five years. Public participation 
and input shall be encouraged during each five year review. Significant public notice, which shall 
include notice in the newspaper and on cable TV, shall be given by the commission for all meetings 
at which the review and revision of the harbor management plan will be discussed. 
(7) To assist in the coordination of all public and private agencies, commissions and other 
organizations which have interest or jurisdiction with regard to the tidal waters of the town. 
(8) To review for consistency with the harbor management plan any public notice of an 
application for a local, state or federal permit for any water based activity taking place within the 
jurisdiction of this article, and to respond in a timely fashion with recommendations to the 
regulating agencies. 
(9) To review and make recommendations on proposed water use activities contiguous to the 
waterfront, and in the waters within the jurisdiction of the town that are received for review by other 
municipal agencies. 
(10) Advise the town manager on the performance and/or the qualifications of the harbormaster. 
(11) Coordinate and/or conduct a minimum of one U.S. Coast Guard approved boating safety 
class per year. 
  (13) Members of the public may suggest revisions to the harbor management plan at any 
meeting of the commission. Each suggested revision shall be noted in the minutes of the 
commission's meetings. The minutes shall also reflect the actions taken by the commission on the 
request. (Code 1986, § 4-133(7)) 
 
Secs. 82-129--82-140.  Reserved. Appeals to the Harbor Management Commission. 
 In accordance with the authority granted under Section 82-128, the Harbor Management 
Commission shall have jurisdiction to hear appeals from any decision of the Harbormaster made 
pursuant to the authority granted to the Harbormaster in Section 82-141(2) regarding the issuance of 
mooring permits and the placement of moorings. Any person wishing to appeal a decision of the 
Harbormaster under this section must submit a written statement to the Harbor Management 
Commission, with a copy to the Harbormaster, outlining the specific decision being appealed, the 
basis for the appeal, and a specific citation to the provisions of the Harbor Management Plan and 
Harbor Management Ordinance upon which they rely to support the basis of their appeal An 
aggrieved party must file his/her appeal not later than thirty (30) days after the date of the decision 
of the Harbormaster. The Harbor Management Commission shall review the appeal in public and 
permit both the appealing party and the Harbormaster to submit information and evidence to the 
Harbor Management Commission. Upon completion of the hearing, the Harbor Management 
Commission shall render a written decision, specifying its findings of fact and conclusions regarding 
the appeal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



DIVISION 3.  HARBORMASTER* 
__________ 
*Charter references: Harbormaster, § 2-1-7f. 
Cross references: Officers and employees, § 2-201 et seq. 
State law references: Jurisdiction over harbors, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8. 
__________ 
 
Sec. 82-141.  Duties. 
There shall be a harbormaster for the Town who shall be an employee, serving at the pleasure of the 
Town Manager. The harbor management commission, through the chairman, may offer 
recommendations to the town manager in the event of the hiring or appointment of a new 
harbormaster. The harbormaster shall function in the capacity of a peace officer, and have the 
authority to investigate and enforce provisions of federal and state laws and regulations. The 
harbormaster shall cooperate in connection with enforcement with such federal, state and local 
agencies as may, from time to time, be charged with similar or related responsibilities. The 
harbormaster shall be responsible to the town manager in his capacity as the director of public safety 
and shall have the following duties: 
(1) Be responsible for the administration and enforcement of the provisions of the harbor 
management plan and its ordinances; and any ordinances regulating the use of town wharves, docks, 
piers, marinas, moorings and vessels; and all ordinances regulating the speed, management and 
control of vessels; and the size, type, location and use of all anchorages and moorings within the 
public waters within the confines of the town. 
(2) Review and process applications for the issuance of mooring permits and assign proper 
placements of moorings in accordance with this article. The harbormaster or his assistants shall 
transfer any and all monies and accounting to the finance department as required. 
(3) Keep proper records of all mooring application information including the location of 
moorings, mooring owners and vessel usage of mooring, type (name, motor or sail) and size of 
vessel using the mooring, type of marine sanitation device (if applicable) on board, copy of current 
boat registration, and amount of payment for mooring permit application. These records shall be 
available for public review at the town clerk's office. 
(4) Prepare, keep current, and make available on request a waiting list for mooring permits in 
accordance with the provisions of this article if the demand for available mooring permits is greater 
than the number of available mooring locations in any given year. The waiting list shall be available 
for public review at the town clerk's office. 
(5) On a monthly basis, the harbormaster shall submit a report at the monthly harbor 
management commission meeting indicating all activities that have gone on during the past month 
including, but not limited to, movement of all moorings, removal of all moorings and additions and 
deletions to waiting lists. Annually, the harbormaster with the harbor management commission shall 
submit a report to the town manager, who in turn will submit a report to the coastal resources 
management council with the following information: 
a. Total number of mooring permits granted. 
b. A summary of the total vessel characteristics (length, motor or sail, MSD) from permit 
applications. 
c. Such summary will also list the water type classifications and therefore the total number of 
permits in each water type classification will be reported as total number and vessel characteristics. 
(6) Ensure the inspection of mooring tackle in accordance with the provisions of this article. 
(7) Assist in grant applications as it pertains to waterways and harbors within the town. 



(8) With the harbor management commission, recommend rules and regulations for approval by 
the town council. 
(9) Coordinate the maintenance and repair of patrol boats and other departmental equipment. 
(10) Prepare and implement department operational budget. 
(11) Act as a liaison with other harbormasters in an effort to modify and improve the existing 
harbor management plan. The harbormaster shall be responsible for duties as further described in 
this article. 
(12) Carry out all other powers and duties authorized to the harbormaster under various state and 
federal marine laws including, but not limited to, Marine Sanitation Devices (MSD) inspection and 
discharge responsibility afforded through the U.S. Coast Guard, Marpol Annex V, section 312 (33 
USC 1251 et seq.) of the Clean Water Act, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-1 et seq., and future laws yet to be 
enacted. 
(Code 1986, § 4-134(a)) 
 
Sec. 82-142.  Assistant harbormasters. 
Assistant harbormasters for the town may be appointed by the town manager and shall serve at the 
pleasure of the town manager. Assistant harbormasters shall report directly to the harbormaster and 
are authorized with the same duties as the harbormaster, under the direction of the harbormaster. 
(Code 1986, § 4-134(b)) 
Cross references: Officers and employees, § 2-201 et seq. 
 
Sec. 82-143.  Compensation and budget. 
The harbormaster and assistant harbormasters shall receive compensation as set by the town 
council. The harbormaster is responsible for the day-to-day administration of a harbor management 
budget. One or more assistant harbormasters will work full-time or part-time, as needed by the 
harbormaster, and will be paid at a rate to be determined within the annual budget. 
(Code 1986, § 4-134(c)) 
 
Secs. 82-144--82-160.  Reserved. 
 
 
DIVISION 4.  BOAT REGULATIONS* 
__________ 
*State law references: Waters and navigation, G.L. 1956, title 46; regulation of boats, G.L. 1956, § 
46-22-1 et seq.; local regulation of boats, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-14, superseded by special regulatory 
powers for the Town of Narragansett, G.L. 1956, § 46-4-6.8. 
__________ 
 
Sec. 82-161.  Vessel speed. 
(a) The operation of any vessel within the tidal waters of the town shall proceed in a manner 
which protects all persons and property from damage caused by waves, wakes, and operation. 
Operators of vessels within the coastal waters and harbor waters of the town shall comply with 
federal, state and local regulations on vessel speed and wake. 
(b) No vessel shall operate in a reckless or careless manner, which shall include, but not be 
limited to, wave and wake jumping, or operating at high speeds within close proximity to docks or 
other vessels, or that causes wake or wash potentially dangerous to persons or damaging property. 



(1) Federal navigation channels: Vessels speed shall not exceed five miles per hour in any federal 
navigation channel located within the town land points, and for any federal navigation channel 
located within the waters within Point Judith Pond in the town. 
(2) Navigation fairways: Vessels speed shall not exceed five miles per hour nor create more than 
minimal wake in any navigation fairway as established and described in this section. 
(3) Mooring-navigation fairways: Vessels speed shall not exceed steerageway in any mooring 
fairway, as determined by the harbormaster. 
(4) Mooring fields: Vessel speed shall not exceed steerageway, nor create wake in any designated 
mooring area or anchorage as established and described in this section. 
(5) No vessel shall be operated in excess of steerageway in Point Judith Pond north of Pine Tree 
Point. 
(6) No vessel shall operate at a speed in excess of five miles per hour or create a wake in the 
entrance to or within the harbor at Point Judith between a line running east to west drawn across the 
breachway from the end of the east wall in a westerly direction to the end of Jerusalem and a line 
drawn across Point Judith Harbor running east to west from the most western end of Little Comfort 
Island to the west end of Jerusalem shore.  
(7) No vessel shall operate at a speed in excess of five miles per hour or create a wake in the 
area east of the Great Island Bridge to a point approximately 1,200 feet to the northeast. 
(8) No vessel shall operate at a speed (as posted) greater than five miles per hour or create a 
wake in the following areas of the Narrow River: 
a. At Middle Bridge and from Beach Avenue to the lake; 
b. From the Dunes Club Tennis Court to where the Narrow River turns east; 
c. From the State Boat Ramp in South Kingstown north to the end of Conanicus Road. 
d. From one hundred (100) feet east of Sprague Bridge to three hundred (300) feet to the west. 
(Code 1986, § 4-151; Ch. 795, § 1, 8-7-2000; Ch. 797, § 4, 8-21-2001) 
State law references: Reckless operation of boats, G.L. 1956, § 46-22-9. 
 
Sec. 82-162.  Vessel operations. 
Vessels used alone or engaged in activities including, but not limited to, water skiing, jetskiing, 
paragliding, sailboarding, surfboarding and other similar uses that involve the use of a vessel moving 
in excess of five  miles per hour shall not be allowed within 200 feet of any designated swimming 
area, mooring area, anchorage area, shore side facility, right-of-way ingress and egress points, 
launching ramp, federal navigation channels, navigation fairways, small unpowered vessels 
vulnerable to swamping or tipping due to wakes (i.e. canoes, kayaks, etc). Vessels used in these 
manners are allowed within 200 feet of shore side facilities when the sole purpose is to begin or end 
such activity. 
(1) No vessel operating upon the tidal waters of this town shall pass closer than 200 feet of an 
outer marker of a public bathing area on the shores of this town. Public safety vessels, emergency 
vessels are exempt from this subsection. 
(2) No person shall operate any vessel in a reckless or negligent manner so as to endanger the 
life, safety or property of oneself or another. No vessel shall operate within 50 feet of any fixed 
object in the water unless the vessel is utilizing the fixed object for a permitted use. 
(3) The Inland Navigation Rules and Regulations shall apply in all of the tidal waters of the 
town. Any violation of the Inland Rules and Regulations shall be considered as negligent operation 
of a vessel. 
(4) Water skiing is prohibited in all swimming, mooring, and anchorage areas, and for an area 
200 feet from the perimeter of these activities. 



(5) No person shall operate a personal watercraft between the hours of one-half hour after 
sunset and one-half hour before sunrise. 
(6) All vessels must meet the existing standards for muffling devices as stated in G.L. 1956, § 
46-22-8. 
(7) Boating activities should be limited in shallow-water habitat to decrease turbidity and 
physical destruction of such habitat. 
(Code 1986, § 4-152; Ch. 797, § 5, 8-21-2000) 
 
Sec. 82-163.  Navigation fairways. 
The following fairways are hereby designated within the following parameters, to be forwarded to 
the CRMC for U.S. Coast Guard establishment. 
(1) Can #33at head end of Point Judith Pond up to the shoreline at Route #1. 
(2) Ramp approach at South Ferry. 
(3) Ramp approach at Bonnet Shores. 
(4) Ramp approach at Mettatuxet Yacht Club. 
(5) Ramp at Long Cove. 
(6) Dock at Harbor Island. 
(7) Dock at Briggs Farm Estate. 
(8) Ramps at Great Island. 
(9) Ramps at Galilee. 
(10) Ramp at Breakwater Village. 
(Code 1986, § 4-153) 
 
Sec. 82-164.  Obstruction of channels, fairways and berthing space. 
No vessel, fixed, or floating structure shall be moored or anchored so as to interfere with the free 
and unobstructed use of channels, fairways or berthing spaces within the areas under the jurisdiction 
of the town, as detailed in section 82-103. 
(Code 1986, § 4-154) 
 
Sec. 82-165.  Swimming. 
Swimming is prohibited in all navigation channels, mooring areas and fairways. Swimming and/or 
diving off of all bridges is prohibited. 
(Code 1986, § 4-155) 
 
Sec. 82-166.  Fishing. 
Fishing and shellfishing is prohibited in all federal navigation channels and navigation fairways. The 
placement of lobster and eel pots, pot floats and fish nets is also prohibited in all federal navigation 
channels, navigation fairways and mooring fields. 
(Code 1986, § 4-156) 
 
Sec. 82-167.  Use of vessels as abodes. 
In accordance with the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program, section 300.5, 
houseboats or floating businesses are prohibited from mooring or anchoring, unless within the 
boundaries of a marina.  
(Code 1986, § 4-157) 
 
 
 



Sec. 82-168.  Marine toilets and sewage discharge. 
No person shall operate a marine toilet at any time so as to cause or permit to pass or to be 
discharged into harbor waters any untreated sewage or other waste matter or contaminant of any 
kind. 
(Code 1986, § 4-158) 
 
Sec. 82-169.  Marine debris. 
The discharge of any waste, garbage, refuse, petroleum product or byproduct, paint, varnish, dead 
animals, fish, or any other debris into the waters is prohibited under this article. 
(Code 1986, § 4-159) 
 
Sec. 82-170.  Towing and moving of vessels. 
If any vessel berthed, moored or anchored in the tidal waters of the town is found to be in direct 
violation of any provision of this article, the harbormaster is authorized to move, relocate or tow 
such vessel. In addition to any fine for such violation, a fee of $100.00 shall be collected from the 
vessel owner for such harbormaster action. 
(Code 1986, § 4-160) 
 
Sec. 82-171.  Rafting. 
Vessels may raft on a single mooring during daylight hours when such activity does not interfere 
with the proper functioning of adjacent moorings or vessel anchorages. Vessels at raft shall be 
manned at all times, and be prepared to get underway if conditions so require. It shall be the 
responsibility of the owner of the mooring permit to determine that the load on the mooring tackle 
does not constitute a potential hazard. 
(Code 1986, § 4-161) 
 
Sec. 82-172.  Abandoned vessels and structures. Reserved.   
(a) Upon determination by the harbormaster, the harbormaster may take custody and control of 
abandoned vessels and structures located in the tidal waters of the town and remove, store or 
otherwise dispose of such vessel or structure at the expense and sole risk of the owner of the 
abandoned vessel or structure. Reasonable notice of 30 days shall be given by certified letter to the 
address on record of the owner, of such removal, storage or disposal, and shall also be publicly 
advertised. If any abandoned vessel or structure presents a hazard to navigation, the harbormaster 
may have it removed before it is publicly advertised or reasonable notice is given. The owner is 
responsible for all expenses incurred in either case. 
(b) The harbormaster shall assume all of the duties and powers of the commissioner of wrecks 
and shipwrecked goods, as detailed in the G.L. 1956, §§ 46-10-1--46-10-13. 
(Code 1986, § 4-162) 
 
Sec. 82-173.  Boat standards. 
Every vessel entering the tidal waters of the town shall be equipped as required by G.L. 1956, § 46-
22-1 et seq., and all similar federal laws, rules and regulations. Consistent with G.L. 1956, § 46-22-1 
et seq., the harbormaster as the agent for the town, shall have the authority to enforce all provisions 
of G.L. 1956, § 46-22-1 et seq. 
(Code 1986, § 4-163) 
 
 
 



Sec. 82-174.  Derelict vessels or Man-made Marine debris. 
No derelict vessel or man-made marine debris, shall be allowed in or upon the waters or shores of 
the town. A vessel or man-made marine debris of any kind whatsoever, in a badly deteriorated 
condition or which is likely to damage private or public property or which might become a hazard to 
navigation, shall not be permitted to moor, anchor or dock in the waters under the jurisdiction of 
the town. Any vessel or man-made marine debris which is or might become a hazard to navigation 
may be ordered moved by the harbormaster. 
(Code 1986, § 4-164) 
 
Sec. 82-175.  Special events. 
The harbormaster, with approval from the town manager, may authorize in accordance with all 
appropriate state and federal guidelines, certain special events, such as swimming races, regattas, 
marine parades, or other marine and maritime activities that may from time to time be held on or in 
the coastal waters and harbor areas under the jurisdiction of the town. 
(Code 1986, § 4-165) 
 
Sec. 82-176.  Powerboat and sailboat competition. 
(a) No competitive races or similar events shall be held upon the coastal waters of the town 
without the submission of a written proposal to the harbormaster, which will be submitted for final 
approval from the town manager. 
(b) Race courses set for both practice and competition shall be laid out so as to avoid the 
crossing of a channel, fairway or launching ramp access. 
(Code 1986, § 4-166) 
 
Sec. 82-177.  Rights-of-way to the water. 
(a) No person shall block barricade or in any way impede the public use of or access to 
designated public rights-of-way to the water as defined by the coastal resources management council 
or the town. 
(b) No person shall store a vessel, vehicle, or structure on a designated public right-of-way to 
the water as defined by the coastal resources management council or the town except by written 
permission of the harbormaster when regulated and allowed by law. 
(Code 1986, § 4-167) 
 
Sec. 82-178.  Transient anchoring and anchorages. 
(a) A vessel may anchor on its own anchor in the tidal waters of the town except in federal 
navigation channels, navigation fairways, mooring fields, swimming areas, rights-of-way ingress and 
egress areas, and launching ramp areas. A vessel may not anchor for a period greater than 72 hours. 
Anchored vessels may be left unattended: the crew may go ashore, but shall not leave the general 
area. They shall be available to tend to the vessel in the event of heavy weather. It shall be the vessel 
owner's and/or operator's responsibility to remain clear of all moored vessels, and other structures. 
 (Code 1986, § 4-168) 
 
Sec. 82-179.  Failure to stop. 
It shall be a violation of this article for any person to refuse to move or stop on oral command or 
order of the harbormaster or assistant harbormasters operating in his official capacity, and exercising 
the duties lawfully assigned to him. 
(Code 1986, § 4-169) 
Secs. 82-180--82-195.  Reserved. 



DIVISION 5.  MOORING REGULATIONS  
Subdivision I.  In General 
 
Sec. 82-196.  Limits to the location of moorings. 
No mooring shall be placed in waters within the town's jurisdiction without prior written approval 
of the harbormaster. A mooring shall be removed only by the harbormaster, his authorized agent or 
with the harbormaster’s specific and expressed permission. The harbormaster shall reserve the right 
to have moorings removed, replaced or relocated at his discretion. The town, through its 
harbormaster, shall have the authority to remove unauthorized moorings at the expense and risk of 
the owner. The town shall hold such mooring for a period of 21 days, within which the registered 
owner shall have the right to reclaim the mooring by paying the town all required fees, penalties and 
expenses. If the owner does not claim the mooring within the 21-day period, the town shall have the 
right to dispose of such moorings as it deems fit. The Town will continue to ensure that mooring 
areas are not establish, nor any Bessel moored or anchored, so as to interfere with the free and 
unobstructed use of channels, fairways, or shore side facilities within the harbor. Public mooring 
areas shall provide, where possible, a 50 foot setback from all residential docs, piers, floats, public 
launching ramps, federal navigation channels, fairways, anchorages, and/or turning basins. Setback 
limits from riparian moorings and shoreline public rights-of-way shall be sufficient to allow for 
ingress and egress and to prevent interference with the exercise of private or public rights in these 
areas. Mooring areas shall be setback at least three times the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s 
authorized project depth from federal navigation projects. In addition, the Town will ensure that 
mooring areas and/or moorings dedicated to private commercial uses are not sited in federally 
maintained project areas.  
(Code 1986, § 4-181) 
 
Sec. 82-197.  Mooring records. 
The harbormaster shall keep a detailed record of all moorings, both private and town rentals, their 
location, along with the owner's name, home (and business if applicable) address, telephone 
numbers, last mooring inspection date, mooring permit number, and vessel data as detailed in 
section 82-222(1). 
(Code 1986, § 4-185) 
 
Sec. 82-198.  Moorings associated with riparian/waterfront properties. 
Current residential waterfront property owners shall be allowed to place one mooring in those 
waters immediately adjacent to the residence of the waterfront property. If land is to be subdivided 
to produce a greater number of waterfront properties, the applicant may be required by the 
harbormaster to submit plans for common mooring areas and provide for common access to the 
shoreline. If shoreline or other considerations preclude the placement of a resident waterfront 
mooring immediately adjacent to the property, the mooring shall be placed in the nearest mooring 
field with priority consideration being given to the proximity of the waterfront owner. The mooring 
owner must comply with all mooring permit application requirements, and receive a mooring permit 
from the town as described in this division. If there is a need for an additional mooring, the regular 
mooring application process is to be followed.  In any case no more than two moorings per 
applicant will be allowed.  The mooring must meet all mooring tackle standards and inspections as 
described in this division, before such placement will be permitted. 
(Code 1986, § 4-186) 
 
 



Sec. 82-199.  Transfer of moorings. 
Notwithstanding the above provision, a private mooring may transfer to an immediate family 
member (brother, sister, mother, father, spouse, children or grandchildren) upon written notice 
to the harbormaster which shall include the name and address change. Such transfers shall be 
strictly limited to a one time basis to those individuals holding a valid permit on the date that the 
CRMC approves the HMP and Harbor Ordinances. No immediate family member to whom a 
private mooring is transferred shall then be allowed to transfer that private mooring under any 
circumstance.  Thereafter, all private moorings that are forfeited by or not renewed by a holder 
of a valid mooring permit shall be made available to individuals on the waiting list. 
 (Code 1986, § 4-187) 
 
Sec. 82-200.  Mooring areas. 
(a) No mooring shall be located or placed within the coastal waters of the town without a valid 
mooring permit issued by the harbormaster and without having the mooring inspected as detailed in 
this division and approved by the harbormaster. The harbormaster must direct the placement of the 
mooring. 
(b) No vessel so moored or anchored shall extend beyond the designated mooring area 
boundaries, as detailed in this division, with the exception of residential waterfront moorings which 
may be located in a waterfront property owner's riparian area. 
(c) All designated mooring fields sited within the tidal waters of the town shall not be 
established, nor any vessel moored or anchored, so as to interfere with the free and unobstructed 
use of channels, fairways, ore shore side facilities within the harbor.  Public mooring areas shall 
provide, where possible, a 50 foot setback from all residential docks, piers, floats, public launching 
ramps, federal navigation channels, fairways, anchorages, and/or turning basins.  If an approved 
public mooring area conflicts with an application for the new construction or addition to a 
residential deck, pier or float, then the applicant may request relief from the recommended 50’ 
setback from the Harbor Management Commission.  If the relief is approved by the Harbor 
Management Commission, then the Harbor Management Commission shall recommend to the 
Town Council an amendment to the approved mooring area.  Setback limits from riparian moorings 
and shoreline public rights-of-way shall be sufficient to allow for ingress and egress and to prevent 
interference with the exercise of private or public rights in these areas.  Mooring areas shall be 
setback least three times the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’ authorized project depth from federal 
navigation projects (e.g., navigation channels and anchorage areas) 
 (d) Mooring area designations. Certain waters of the town shall be designated as mooring areas. 
Those waters designated in this section are authorized for placements of permitted moorings as 
detailed within this division. They are located in accordance with all policies of the town's harbor 
management plan, the policies and requirements of the coastal resources management council's 
Guidelines for the Development of Municipal Harbor Management Plans, specifically the 
regulations set forth in sections d through l on page 30, and the CRMC's Management Procedures 
for Siting Mooring Fields. Any revisions to the size and/or location of these mooring field 
designations shall require town council approval. Once town council approval is obtained, approval 
for the revisions from the coastal resources management council and the department of the 
environment must be obtained. Once approval has been obtained from both state agencies, the 
revisions may take place. 
(e) The following mooring area designations and anchorage area designations are described on 
Maps 3 and 4 in Appendix 1 of the Harbor Management Plan.   
Editor's note: Maps 3 and 4 are not printed in this section but are on file in the town clerk's office. 
(f) The following designated mooring areas are described as mooring areas A, B, and C. 



Editor's note: The description of the areas is not printed in this subsection (f), but is on file in the 
town clerk's office. 
(g) The following designated anchorage areas are described as designated anchorage areas AA--
DD. 
Editor's note: The description of the areas is not printed in this subsection (g) but is on file in the 
town clerk's office. 
(Code 1986, § 4-188; Ch. 807, § 1, 6-11-2001) 
 
Sec. 82-201.  Mooring tackle specifications. 
(a) Mooring tackle shall meet the following minimum standards: (mushroom anchor and non-
mushroom sites). The provisions of this section shall be effective upon the passage of this division 
for new permits and March 31, 2000, for existing permits. The minimum rate for any vessel 
permitted for a mooring shall be 15 feet. 
Where: 

L = Length of vessel      

B = The beam of vessel     

E1 = A low exposure factor = 1 

E2 = A medium exposure  = 2 

E3 = A high exposure = 3 
 
The formula for determining the weight of a mushroom anchor (X) is stated as follows: 
L x B x (E1, E2 or E3) = X 
For non-mushroom applications the dead weight shall be ten times the mushroom weight and the 
material shall be an acceptable grade of granite and/or concrete. 
An exposure rating shall be established for each mooring field based on its wind and surf exposure. 
Example: A 35-foot vessel with a 13-foot beam at various locations would require the following: 
 

Vessel Length   Beam   Exposure Factor   
Mushroom 

Weight 

35 Feet X 13 Feet  x 1 = 455  

35 Feet x 13 Feet  x 2 = 910 

35 Feet x 13 Feet x 3 = 1,365 

 
(b) Boats greater than 50 feet in length shall comply with the harbor master’s directions. 
Size of Permanent Mooring Rode Components 
TABLE INSET: 

Mushroom Anchor  
Weight 
(Pounds) 

 Riding Chain Size 
(inches) 

Ground Chain Size 
(inches) 

Pennant Size Rope (diameter 
inches)  

200  1/2  1/2    5/8   

300  1/2  5/8    3/4   

400  1/2  3/4    7/8   

600  1/2  7/8 1   1/16  

800  1/2 1     1   1/4   

1000  5/8 1 1/4 1   5/8   



 
(Source: American Boat and Yacht Council, Inc. P.O. Box 806, Amityville, NY 11701) 
(c) Anchorage areas are located in the tidal waters of the town according to Map 3 in Appendix 
1 of the Harbor Management Plan and are defined as follows: AA; BB; CC; DD 
Editor's note: Map 3 is not printed in this section but is on file in the town clerk's office. 
(1) Only mushroom anchors, pyramid anchors, granite blocks and/or concrete will be 
acceptable for moorings. The specific mooring site will determine whether a mushroom anchor, 
pyramid anchor, granite block and/or concrete is permitted. Deadweight anchor sites shall require 
granite and/or concrete blocks. The granite and/or concrete block shall be ten times the weight of a 
comparable sized mushroom. All hardware that is an integral part of the granite and/or concrete 
block assembly shall be sized to at least match the associated rode specifications. 
(2) The length of the pennant shall be three times the distance from the bow chock to the water 
(measured vertically), plus the distance from the bow chock to the mooring cleat or post. 
 
(3) All pennant lines running through a chock or any other object where chafing may occur 
should have adequate chafe guards. 
 
(4) The total scope of the chain shall be three times the depth of the water at high tide. The 
bottom chain shall constitute at least 50 percent of the scope. 
 
(5) All shackles, swivels and other hardware used in the mooring hookup shall be proportional 
in size to the chain used (relative to strength). 
 
(6) All shackles shall be properly seized.  
 
(7) The pennant shall be spliced or shackled into the bitter end of the top chain below the buoy 
so that the strain is not carried by the buoy. 
 
(8) The winter stake shall be constructed of non-leaching rigid material. 
 
(9) Moorings, stakes, pipes, pilings or any other object shall not be driven into the submerged 
lands within the jurisdiction of the town, nor shall any object of any description be located in the 
tidal waters of the town in order to moor a vessel from the shore without permitted approval 
effective with the 1998 boating season. 
 
(.10.) Mooring buoys shall be rigid, spherical, a minimum of 18 inches in diameter and painted 
white with a two-inch wide blue horizontal stripe at the mid-section of the buoy. 
(11. The minimum distance between any two moored vessels shall be 1.25 times the total 
mooring scope, plus the length of the larger vessel. 
 
(.12.) The harbormaster through the HMC appeals process may approve mooring tackle 
specifications other than those standards described in this section if such specifications are 
appropriate for the area in which the mooring will be located. 
 
(13)  Mooring floats may be allowed in the tidal waters of the town by a special exception, as 
determined by the harbor management commission. Mooring floats shall be charged a mooring fee 
based on the sum of its length and width, using the current mooring fee schedule up to a maximum 
of 150 square feet at the discretion of the harbormaster. The sum of the length and width shall also 



be utilized in determining the appropriate mushroom anchor size. The float shall also be required to 
show a permanent reflector material at least two inches in width along the full perimeter of the 
uppermost outside edge of the float. Vessels shall not in any manner be attached to the mooring or 
the float between sunset and sunrise nor shall a vessel of any size be placed upon a float, nor shall a 
float be utilized to launch a personal watercraft or any vessel above the water's surface. ..  Mooring 
floats shall be constructed in accordance with CRMC guidelines for dock floats. 
 
(14.) Outhaul: Defined as a non-single point anchoring device for the purpose of securing a boat in 
tidal waters and retrieving it from shore. Mooring outhauls (stringers) shall be regulated by the 
harbormaster. Outhauls will not be permitted on beach areas that are commonly used for bathing 
purposes, ROW’s, or any other area that might restrict the general public’s access to the water. The 
harbormaster shall have the final determination as to whether an existing or future outhaul conforms 
to the requirements. All non-conforming outhauls shall be brought to standards or removed from 
Town waters.  
 

(1) Posts will be two inch (2”) galvanized  pipe or wood equivalent. The minimum height 
shall be .three (3) feet above the high water mark at seaward end. Pulley, eye hooks, rope, 
pole depth and location, and other materials shall be approved by the harbormaster. 

 
(2) Galvanized posts will have an assigned permit decal/number displayed at seaward and 

landward ends.  Ropes shall be a minimum of 3/8 inches and shall be positioned above 
the high water line. Seaward posts must be visible so as not to obstruct nor be a hazard. 

 
(3) No boat over fifteen (15) feet shall be placed on an outhaul mooring. 

 
(4) Existing mooring outhauls shall be registered with the Harbor Master Division, 

following the application procedure for moorings.  All outhauls shall be inspected 
annually by the harbor master in order to determine winter damage before season 
permits are issued. 

 
(5) The annual fee for a mooring outhaul permit shall be the current fees with a 15’ 

minimum.   
 

(6) Up to two (2) outhauls may be allowed per waterfront property.  
(7) Outhauls are not permitted on properties which contain a recreational boating facility 
(8) Permits must be issued only consistent with RICRMP including provisions 300.18.  
(9) CRMC retains the authority to revoke any permits issued by the municipality if it finds 

that such permit conflicts with RICRMP.   
(10) From November 15 to April 15, when a boat is not being secured by the device on 

an annual basis, the outhaul cabling system shall be removed.  
(11) Outhauls may be “grandfathered” in their current location upon annual 

harbormaster documentation that such outhauls have been in continuous use at such 
location since 2004, and the contiguous property owner(s) agree in writing to such, 
however such “grandfathering” is extinguished whenever a recreational boating facility is 
approved at the location.  

 
(Code 1986, § 4-189) (CRMC “Redbook” Sec. 300.4.B.7 



 
Sec. 82-202.  Inspections. 
(a) All new moorings in the tidal waters of the town must have the chain, tackle and anchor 
inspected by an approved contractor with the Town prior to setting the mooring. (b) Every permit 
holder shall be required to maintain his mooring in safe condition. Any chain, shackle, swivel or 
other tackle which has become warped or worn by one-fourth its normal diameter shall be replaced. 
Failure to maintain a safe mooring shall be cause for revocation of the mooring permit and shall be 
deemed a violation of this division. 
(c) Moorings shall be inspected for each registered owner every third year.  All costs of a 
mooring inspection required under the provisions of this division shall be the responsibility of the 
mooring owner.  A town approved mooring inspector must raise the mooring out of the water and 
place the mooring on deck with the tension released for a complete inspection of all components. 
The agent performing the inspection shall be registered with the town, and shall be bonded and 
insured in the amount of $1,000,000.00 to protect the town's and all other parties' interests.  The 
designated agent shall certify to the town that the inspection has taken place and that the mooring 
meets all town requirements. 
(d) The harbormaster will keep a written record on every mooring that has been inspected 
within the preceding three years. Noncompliance with the mooring standards shall mean the wear of 
any swivel, shackle or chain link by as much as one-quarter its original dimension, or apparent 
fraying or other weakness in the rope pennant. In a case of noncompliance, the registered owner 
shall ensure that such repairs be executed within 14 days. Upon completion of the repairs, the 
mooring owner will then be responsible for notifying the harbormaster that the mooring is ready for 
re-inspection. Any mooring washed or dragged ashore during a storm shall be reinspected at the 
expense of the owner before it is reset. Failure to meet these requirements may cause the 
harbormaster to order removal of the mooring, at the owner's expense, from the mooring space. 
(Code 1986, § 4-190; Ch. 821, § 1, 7-1-2002) 
 
Sec. 82-203.  Mooring season. 
The mooring season shall begin on March 15 of the year and continue until December 1 of the same 
calendar year. No watercraft or any other object except for a winter stake shall be attached to a 
permitted mooring during the non-mooring season. Special permission may be granted by the 
harbormaster upon receiving written request for an extension of the mooring season for exceptions 
to the requirement of removal of all watercraft. A winter stake shall be attached to the mooring 
tackle. The winter stake must be removed no later than June 1. 
(Code 1986, § 4-191) 
 
Sec. 82-204.  Compliance. 
Every owner, master, agent or person in charge of any vessel, who shall neglect or refuse to obey the 
directions of the harbormaster or other enforcement agent of the town in matters within the 
harbormaster's authority to direct, and every person who shall resist or oppose the harbormaster in 
the execution of his duties or shall violate any provision of this division or regulation pursuant 
thereto shall, upon conviction, be fined to the current fine schedule for each offense. Each day that 
such neglect or refusal to obey shall continue, after notice thereto given by the harbormaster or 
other authority to any owner, agent or other person in charge of a vessel, shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
(Code 1986, § 4-202) 
 
 



Sec. 82-205.  Penalties for violation of division. 
(a) Any violation of this division or a violation of the town harbor management plan shall be 
punishable by a fine not to exceed the current fine schedule and each day the violation exists shall be 
deemed a new violation. 
(b) It shall be a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than the current fine schedule 
for any person to refuse to move or stop on oral command or order of the harbormaster or his 
designee exercising the duties lawfully assigned to him. 
(Code 1986, § 4-203) 
 
Secs. 82-206--82-220.  Reserved. 
 
 
Subdivision II.  Mooring Permit 
 
Sec. 82-221.  Required. 
A mooring permit is required and may be granted by the harbormaster on an annual basis to place a 
mooring in the waters of the town. This permit may be revoked at any time for failure to comply 
with the provisions of this article. 
(Code 1986, § 4-131) 
 
Sec. 82-222.  Application requirements. 
The following requirements are set for applications for mooring permit: 
(1) Private moorings. All applications for private mooring permits shall contain the following 
information: 
a. Name, address, email, and telephone (home and office) of owner; 
b. Vessel name, registration number, length (feet), width (feet), draft (feet), displacement, type 
and color; 
c. Number of sleeping berths, if any, and type of marine sanitation device (MSD), if any; 
d. A photocopy of a valid/current state boat registration certificate; or a photocopy of a 
valid/current federal documentation certificate and a photocopy of a valid/current state 
documented boat registration certificate; 
e. Mooring classification (type), actual mooring weight; 
f. Appropriate registration fee; 
g. Areas where the applicant would like to locate the mooring prioritized; 
h. Applicant must certify in writing that the proposed mooring tackle meets the inspection 
criteria; 
i. Compliance with section 300.4.1(a) and (b) of the state coastal resources management 
program (RI CRMP) as they relate to the provisions of sanitary facilities and parking requirements. 
(2) Commercial moorings. An individual registration form, requesting the same information as 
required of private mooring applicants, must be completed by each mooring lessee. No commercial 
entity shall control a mooring which is located within a federal anchorage. Mooring located within 
any federal project shall be controlled directly by the town. 
(3) Town rental moorings. The harbormaster, in addition to making available private moorings 
contracted for, shall offer rental moorings in designated mooring areas in order to meet a reasonable 
demand for transient moorings. The town rental fees are set 40 under section 82-223. The town 
rental moorings shall not exceed 15 percent of the moorings in any single mooring field. This 
percentage will not apply for the harbor of refuge, where the moorings shall be primarily of a 
transient nature, or other mooring areas designated as a transient mooring area. 



(Code 1986, § 4-183) 
 
Sec. 82-223.  Fees. 

(a) There shall be a fee schedule adopted by resolution. All applications for mooring permits 
shall be accompanied by the appropriate fee. The minimum rate of any vessel permitted 
for a mooring shall be 15 feet. Fees include: 
 
 

 

Mooring Application/Wait list(valid for 3 years) $50.00 

Resident (per foot) $8.00 

Nonresident (per foot) $12.00 

Town rental (transient)(per night) $30.00 

Re-siting mooring (per hour) $50.00 

 
 (b) All moorings placed in town tidal waters shall be done at the direction of the harbormaster, 
and the harbormaster shall be alerted to any periodic inspections. A mooring moved/removed, 
except at the direction of the harbormaster, shall be assessed a re-siting charge, and shall then be 
processed as a new mooring application. 
(Code 1986, § 4-201) 
 
Sec. 82-224.  Numbering. 
(a) Once application has been approved, and paid in full, each permitted mooring located in the 
coastal waters of the town shall be assigned a number by the harbormaster. The mooring decal 
provided by the town shall be affixed to the mooring. The assigned number will be displayed in 
contrasting colors in two places on each mooring ball in block letters at least three inches in height. 
No numbers or letter other than those called for by this section are to appear on a mooring. 
(b) Any mooring not displaying a mooring registration number shall be considered an 
unauthorized mooring. Unauthorized moorings will be removed in accordance with the provisions 
of this division. 
(c) The harbormaster is authorized to charge a fee of $25 for the replacement of the mooring decal 
required pursuant to subsection (a) hereof. 
(Code 1986, § 4-184) 
 
Sec. 82-225.  Mooring without permit; revocation; period of validity. 
No mooring shall be located in the tidal waters of the town until a permit has been issued for the 
use of such mooring by the harbormaster. No mooring shall be located nor shall be maintained 
unless the mooring owner has received a valid mooring permit issued by the harbormaster for the 
mooring and that the mooring conforms to the specifications and standards set forth in this division 
and permit. This permit may be revoked at any time for failure to comply with the provisions of this 
division. Mooring permits are valid for a one mooring season (March 15th to December 1st), at which 
time they may be renewed. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(a)) 
 
 
 



Sec. 82-226.  Request for a new permit. 
(a) To be eligible for a new mooring permit, an applicant must own a boat for which a mooring 
permit is being sought. All requests for new mooring permits shall be submitted to the harbormaster 
at the town hall, on the application forms provided by the harbormaster by March 1 of each year. 
Mooring permit applications are also available at the town clerk's office. An application shall be 
accompanied by the appropriate application fee, and shall be forwarded to the office of the director 
of finance by the harbormaster. A complete and accurate mooring permit application must be 
provided before the harbormaster can act to approve or deny such application. The harbormaster 
shall determine if a new mooring permit can be issued only after all provisions of the harbor 
management plan and this division are met. 
(b) If the harbormaster issues a mooring permit, the mooring owner for whom such permit has 
been issued must locate the mooring at the direction of the harbormaster or assistant harbormasters 
in accordance with the harbor management plan and this division. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(b)) 
 
Sec. 82-227.  Renewals. 
(a) The harbormaster shall mail the application forms by February 1 of each year to those 
persons who held valid mooring permits at the end of the previous calendar year, to the address 
listed on their last mooring permit. It shall be the responsibility of the mooring permit holder to 
notify the harbormaster of any change in address. 
(b) Applications for renewal of a valid mooring permit shall be submitted with full payment to 
the harbormaster on application forms provided by the harbormaster not later than April 1st of each 
year. For unusual circumstances there may  be a grace period, which shall be extended to May 15th 
of each year.  Any person seeking to submit the renewal during the grace period (April 2nd to May 
15th) must pay a late fee of $50. All renewal applications that have not submitted full payment with 
any late fees by May 15th shall forfeit their mooring. All applications shall be accompanied by the 
annual fee, as noted on the registration form, and shall be mailed on or before April 1 of that year by 
U.S. mail addressed to the Harbormaster, Police Station, 40 Caswell Street, Narragansett, RI 02882.  
 (c) The harbormaster shall approve or reject mooring permit applications by April 15 for those 
that are submitted on or before April 1 and by June 1 for those that are submitted within the grace 
period.   
 (Code 1986, § 4-182(c)) 
 
Sec. 82-228.  Relocation of existing permitted mooring. 
All requests for relocation of existing permitted moorings must be submitted to the harbormaster. 
Information for such a request must meet the requirements listed for a mooring permit application, 
as well as show proof of a valid mooring permit issued for the previous year. The reason for a 
mooring relocation must also accompany the request. Based upon availability of space, the 
requirements of the ordinance, and the type and size characteristics of vessel, action will be taken on 
the request by the harbormaster. Any request received by the harbormaster that is not complete shall 
be returned to the applicant, and no action will be taken on the request. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(d)) 
 
Sec. 82-229.  Failure to renew. 
Failure to renew an existing valid mooring permit in accordance with the provisions of this division 
by April 1 of any given year shall result in the permitted owner's abandonment of all of his privileges 
and interests in the previously permitted mooring space. The harbormaster shall direct the removal 



of  any abandoned mooring at the permitted owner's expense. Such expense may in turn be 
recovered by the town. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(e)) 
 
Secs. 82-230--82-245.  Reserved. 
 
 
Subdivision III.  Mooring Spaces 
 
Sec. 82-246.  Forfeiture. 
Any owner of a mooring located in the tidal waters of the town shall be deemed to have forfeited his 
mooring permit by reason of the following: 
(1) Removal of mooring and mooring tackle by mooring owner and notification to the 
harbormaster that the mooring has been permanently removed. 
(2) Failure to respond to the harbormaster's notice that the mooring does not comply with the 
mooring tackle standards set forth in this division, or that the mooring has been displaced or moved 
from its permitted location. 
(3) Failure to resurface or replace the mooring within 30 days after being advised by the 
harbormaster that the mooring is down or does not comply with the mooring tackle standards. 
(4) Continued failure to meet the requirements of the provisions of this division may result in 
forfeiture of mooring privileges, the standard appeal process shall apply. 
(5) Knowingly providing false information to the harbormaster in the mooring permit 
application process. 
(6) Nonuse of a permitted mooring one morning season (March 15th to December 1st).. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(f)) 
 
Sec. 82-247.  Available spaces. 
The harbormaster shall determine the number of extra mooring spaces available after taking into 
account all approved permitted mooring spaces. These available mooring spaces shall, if appropriate, 
be made available to those persons whose names appear on the waiting list. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(g)) 
 
Sec. 82-248.  Waiting list. 
The harbormaster shall maintain a waiting list of all applicants for mooring permit requests. 
Placement of applications on such a waiting list will be recorded from complete mooring permit 
applications as they are received by the harbormaster. The harbormaster shall update the waiting list 
as appropriate and make the waiting list available for public review at all times at through the 
harbormaster’s office and the Narragansett Town website.. An individual who refuses an available 
and appropriate mooring space will go to the bottom of the waiting list. The waiting list will include 
those individuals not yet registered (potential permitted) and registered owners wishing relocation. 
Each waiting list will be valid for the period of three years. Each applicant shall be responsible to 
keep their information current and pay their renewal fee within the period of three years.  
(Code 1986, § 4-182(h)) 
 
Sec. 82-249.  Assignment; preference to town residents. 
All assignments of mooring space shall be made by the harbormaster. When a mooring space 
becomes available, the harbormaster shall offer such space to the applicant with the earliest date on 
the waiting list, with a vessel of the appropriate dimensions and type of hull for that water space 



available. Mooring preference shall be decided as per the coastal resources management council's 
determination of an assignment of resident to nonresident ratio of no greater than three to one. All 
grants for space shall be recorded by the harbormaster at the harbormaster office upon receipt of a 
completed registration form and appropriate fee. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(i), (j)) 
 
Sec. 82-250.  Anchorages. 
(a) Federal anchorages. Moorings which are located in a federal anchorage shall be assigned on a 
first-come, first-served basis in accordance with the Army Corps of Engineers' definition of the term 
"open to all on equal terms." 
(b) Occupancy of mooring. 
(1) No vessel shall occupy a mooring smaller than the one for which it has been permitted. The 
permitted mooring owner shall be allowed to place other vessels belonging to them on their 
mooring as long as the vessel does not exceed the permitted size. A guest vessel may use the 
mooring for up to ten consecutive days. No vessel shall enjoy guest privileges for more than 15 days 
in any single mooring season. A mooring permittee exercising his guest privileges shall advise the 
harbormaster of the specifics within 24 hours of the guest vessel being placed on the mooring. 
(2) The harbormaster shall have the authority to move any vessel violating the provisions of this 
section, with such movement at the expense and risk of the vessel owner. 
 (3) Any mooring which is not occupied for mooring season (March 15th to December 1st) by the 
permitted vessel shall be considered abandoned and must be removed by its owner from the 
mooring field. An extension may be granted by the harbor management commission if it can be 
demonstrated that extenuating circumstances exist. 
(Code 1986, § 4-182(k)) 
 
 
 
Section 2:  This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage, and all other ordinances or parts of ordinances 

inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading read and passed in the Town Council legally assemble the ____ day of ________, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the ___ day of 

_____________, 2016. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Anne M. Irons, CMC 

 Town Clerk 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT              CC:  13   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared:      August 26, 2016 

                   Council Meeting Date:      September 19, 2016  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     Honorable Town Council 
         

FROM:  Matthew M. Mannix, Council President 
 

SUBJECT: Amendment to Pension Ordinance 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
 
That the Town Council ADOPTS An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 58 of the 
Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Retirement & 
Pensions. 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
The Town Ordinances, specifically Chapter 58, Section 58-34, allows retired town 
employees to be reemployed by the town without any reduction in retirement benefits if 
the retired employee works no more than 75 days.  In recent months, the demand for 
police details by third parties has increased significantly.  Payment for such details 
comes from those third parties, not from town funds.  This amendment would allow 
retired police officers and other town employees to be reemployed by the town if the 
payment for their services came from outside sources, not town funds. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Proposed Ordinance  
2. Markup of changes- 58-34 

 



 

 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER  

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 58 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “RETIREMENT& 

PENSIONS” 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

Section 1:  Article II, Section 58-34 of Chapter 58 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 

Narragansett, entitled “Retirement & Pensions” is hereby amended and enacted to read as 

follows: 
 
Sec. 58-34 Employment 

 

Sec. 58-34. - Employment of annuities; municipal employees, including police officers and fire-

fighters.  

(a) An annuitant classified as a municipal employee, including police officers and firefighters, 

who is voluntarily retired, and is reemployed by the town for a period of more than 75 days 

in any calendar year, not including Police special details that are paid by a third party, will 

continue to receive retirement benefits and will have the salary reduced by the amount of the 

benefit.  

(b) An annuitant classified as a municipal employee, including police officers and firefighters, 

who is reemployed by the town for a period of 75 or fewer days in any calendar year shall 

not receive any reduction in salary or retirement benefits for the period of time.  

 

Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

day of September, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the   

day of  September, 2016. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ___________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: September 15, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation 
 

SUBJECT: New Hire Request- Parks and Recreation 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves the replacement of one clerk due to retirement in the 
Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
The replacement of one clerk due to retirement will allow the Parks and Recreation 

Department to continue to provide continued customer service, revenue control, data 

management, purchasing reconciliation and inventory control for the beach and parks 

administration.  Presently there are two clerks in the Parks and Recreation office with 

this position being requested to be continued to be paid from 50% from the beach 

enterprise fund and 50% from the parks operating fund. This position creates and 

generates the invoices, packages, informational booklets, IDs, supplies and maintains 

all of the lists for the cabanas, changing rooms, and lockers at the beach each pre-

season along with training seasonal staff each spring.  In the addition this position 

works in parks administration generating purchase requisitions for supplies, equipment 

and contracts along with maintaining the Department’s web pages and face book 

pages. The clerk also generates from the pay clock system the weekly payroll for all 

beach and park employees.     

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 
 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  15   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: August 25, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   
FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E.,Town Engineer 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Purchase of BIOXIDE for the Wastewater Division 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves the purchase of BIOXIDE for the Wastewater Division 
from Evoqua Water Technologies (formerly Siemens Water Technologies) at the price of 
$2.55 per gallon for FY 2016-17. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Town purchased odor control systems from U.S. Filter/Davis Products Group for three 
(3) of our major pump stations in 1993 (Galilee, Sprague Bridge, and Ouida Street) and 
replaced the Bioxide storage tanks, pumps, and controls in 2014 (TC approved the 
purchase on April 7, 2014).  These systems use a chemical called BIOXIDE to help control 
odors.  Evoqua Water Technologies is the sole manufacturer and supplier of this chemical. 
 
In accordance with the Town of Narragansett Code of Ordinances, Section 70-326 and 
Rhode Island General Laws, Chapter 55, Section 45-55-8, I, the Purchasing Manager, 
have determined this to be a sole source item. 
 
The Wastewater Division uses approximately 16,000 gallons per year (estimated cost of 
$40,800.00), on an as-needed basis.  The new price of $2.55 per gallon represents a five-
cent increase from last year’s price of $2.50.  Pricing will remain in effect until at least July 
31, 2017. 
 
Funding is available in the Wastewater Enterprise Fund Operating Account, # 0032 50402, 
Chemicals & Gases. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1.  Letter from Evoqua Water Technologies, dated July 12, 2016. 









TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  16   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  September 2, 2016  
Council Meeting Date: September 19, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           
FROM:  Michael DiCicco, Director of Public Works 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:              Purchase of Fleet Service Truck 
  
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council approves the purchase of one (1) new 2016 Chevrolet Silverado 
3500HD 4 wheel drive pick-up/service truck from National Auto Fleet Group utilizing the 
National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) contract, in the amount of $55,257.77. 
 
SUMMARY:   
 
As part of the Department of Public Work’s vehicle and equipment multi-year 
replacement program, the entire fleet of vehicles and equipment is regularly reviewed 
and updated after taking into consideration current needs and serviceability.  Funding 
for the replacement of Fleet Division truck #120 was requested by the department and 
approved by the Town Council in the FY2017 Capital Improvement Budget.   
 
This truck is utilized on a daily basis to support maintenance activities of the division 
including but not limited to the following use: transporting staff and equipment to 
roadside calls, jump starts, tire changes, snow plowing and any other support functions.  
 
The Town will be purchasing this truck pursuant to competitively procured National Joint 
Powers Alliance (NJPA) contract #102811.  Participation by the town in this national 
cooperative procurement contract gives the town large fleet buying power.  National 
Auto Fleet Group, which holds the NJPA contract for light trucks, will deliver the truck 
through Dejana Truck and Utility Equipment, located in Smithfield. The purchase price 
of $55,257.77 includes the 2016 Chevy Silverado Work Truck as well as necessary 
equipment/accessories including a Tommy Gate Liftgate. 
 
Funding is available in the Public Works Capital Projects Account #00200710 57522, 
Vehicle Replacement.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Quote from National Fleet Auto Group, dated 7/22/16 
2. Public Works Vehicle Replacement Schedule.   

 
 































 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  17   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                        Date Prepared: September 12, 2016      

                                                                                           Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     Honorable Town Council  
         

FROM:   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem  
 

SUBJECT:  Amendment to Rules for Commissions, Committee and Board   
   Appointments 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    
 
That the Town Council amend the Town’s Rules for Commission, Committee and Board 
Appointments by including a residency clause. 

 

SUMMARY: 
 
There is some confusion on the residency clause with our Boards, Commissions and 
Committees appointments.  Eight (8) of our committees require residency, with a 
requirement of three (3) years residency for the Juvenile Hearing Board.  Two (2) 
committees require that the resident is an elector. Seven (7) committees have no 
residency requirement for appointment.  
 
The Town Clerk’s office conducted a survey with the 38 other communities in Rhode 
Island. Sixteen communities responded with eight (8) communities requiring residency 
and ten (10) of those communities also require the resident be an elector of the town. 
New Shoreham has no residency requirement at all.  The Town of Warren does not 
have a residency requirement for the Harbor Management or the Economic 
Development Committee. The Town of Bristol requires that only Planning and Zoning 
be an elector of the town. 
 
The proposed amendment for The Town’s Rules for Commission, Committee and 
Board Appointments would be amended by adding #10 to the Requirement for 
Membership and read as follows: 
 
Section II. REQUIREMENT FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 
10. The applicant shall be a full time resident and elector of the town to be 
 considered for an appointment on a board, commission or committee. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

1. Proposed Rules for Commission, Committee and Board Appointments 



 
TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
Town Hall • 25 Fifth Avenue • Narragansett, RI 02882 

Tel. (401)789-1044   Fax (401)783-9637 

 

 

       Town Clerk’s Office 

    www.narragansettri.gov 

                       
 

 TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

 RULES FOR COMMISSION, COMMITTEE AND BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 

I.  SELECTION PROCESS OF MEMBERS 

 

1. As authorized by the Town Council, the Town Clerk shall advertise once a year in 

a local newspaper, the commissions, committees, and boards that will have 

upcoming appointments. When a vacancy occurs it will be placed on the Town’s 

website. 

 

2. Upon receipt of an application, the Town Clerk shall date stamp it and retain the 

original.    

 

3. The application shall remain on file for a period of two (2) years from the date 

received.  The Town Clerk will contact applicant after the two year period to seek 

availability and interest.  The Town Clerk will forward all applications on file for 

an open board when a vacancy becomes available on that particular committee, 

commission or board to the Town Council and to the Town Manager. 

 

4. All new vacancies on the Planning or Zoning Boards will require that the Town 

Council interview those candidates.     

 

5. The Town Council motion to appoint a candidate to a particular committee, 

commission or board, shall have the names of each applicant candidate listed on 

the summary.   

 

6. A written staff recommendation may be submitted to the council through the 

Town Manager.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

7.         All applications received shall be available for public review to the extent under 

law, in the office of the Town Clerk.   

 

8. The mission for each board, commission or committee shall be available in the 

office of the Town Clerk and on the town’s website. 

 

II. REQUIREMENT FOR MEMBERSHIP 

 

1. Applications for the various commissions, committees and boards shall be 

available in the Town Clerk’s Office or on the Town’s website. 

 

2. Applications shall be completed and submitted to the Town Clerk no later than the 

advertised filing date also unless otherwise approved by the unanimous consent of 

the council only applications received before the scheduled appointment date shall 

be considered for appointment. 

 

3. The Town Clerk shall notify individuals whose terms are about to expire by letter, 

to determine if that individual wishes to be considered for reappointment.  

Members are reappointed at the discretion of the Town Council. 

 

4. Individuals wishing to be considered for reappointment shall notify the Town 

Clerk prior to the expiration of the date in the letter sent to them.  

 

5. The chairperson of each commission, committee or board shall submit an Annual 

Report including an attendance record, to the Town Clerk, for those individuals 

wishing to be considered for reappointment. 

 

6. No person shall be appointed to serve concurrently on more than one commission, 

committee, or board created by the Town Council, with the exception of AdHoc 

commissions, committees or boards, or dual appointments required by Charter, 

Ordinance or Resolution.  Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file  

are given appropriate consideration before a person is appointed to a second board 

or committee and the appointment will not violate the town charter. 

 

7. Any appointee who is absent without cause for three (3) consecutive meetings may 

be subject to removal by the Town Council. 

 

8. When any member of a commission, committee or board is absent for (3) 

consecutive meetings, the Chairperson shall notify the Town Clerk, who shall in 

turn notify the Town Council for direction.  Should the Chairperson recognize any 

other attendance deficiencies, the Town Clerk shall be notified, who shall in turn 

notify the Town Council for direction. 



 

9. The applicant shall comply with all State Laws and Regulations, as well as Ethics 

Commission requirements for appointees. 

 

10. The applicant shall be an elector in the town to be considered for an appointment 

on a board, commission or committee. 

 

III. APPOINTMENT REVIEW PROCESS 

 

1. The Town Council shall review each application and may invite specific 

candidates to an interview with the Council prior to a regularly scheduled meeting 

or work session.  Candidates interviewed by the Town Council will be sent a letter 

of appreciation by the Town Clerk. 

 

2. When making a nomination, the Council member making the recommendation 

will verbally outline reasons for the nomination.  

 

 

Adopted February 1, 2010 

Amended 11-15-10 

Amended 11-18-13 



 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: 18   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared: August 22, 2016 

                                                                                       Council Meeting Date: September 19, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:               James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         
FROM:          Anne M. Irons, CMC -Town Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Planning Board 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
That the Town Council appoint an individual to the Planning Board to fill a vacant seat 
expiring on November 1, 2020. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Planning Board has one seat available due to the resignation of Robin I. Plaziak.  
There are two applications on file for Joseph Lembo III and Donald S. Leighton.  The 
following indicates the original board appointment date and expiration date of the 
current member. 
 

Name                                   Appointed                         Expiration Date 
 
Robin I. Plaziak   10/5/2015   11/1/2020 

 
Attached are the Town Council Rules for Commission, Committee and Board 
Appointments.  According to the Council rules, no person shall be appointed to serve 
concurrently on more than one commission, committee or board created by the Town 
Council, with the exception of ad hoc commissions, committees or boards, or dual 
appointments required by charter, ordinance or resolution. 
 
 
Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file are given appropriate 
consideration before a person is appointed to a second board or committee and the 
appointment will not violate the town charter.   
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Council Rules for Commission, Committee and Board Appointments 



 
TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
Town Hall • 25 Fifth Avenue • Narragansett, RI 02882 
Tel. (401)789-1044   Fax (401)783-9637 
 
 

       Town Clerk’s Office 
    www.narragansettri.gov 

                       
 
 TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
 
 RULES FOR COMMISSION, COMMITTEE AND BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
I.  SELECTION PROCESS OF MEMBERS 
 
1. As authorized by the Town Council, the Town Clerk shall advertise once a year in 

a local newspaper, the commissions, committees, and boards that will have 
upcoming appointments. When a vacancy occurs it will be placed on the Town’s 
website. 

 
2. Upon receipt of an application, the Town Clerk shall date stamp it and retain the 

original.    
 
3. The application shall remain on file for a period of two (2) years from the date 

received.  The Town Clerk will contact applicant after the two year period to seek 
availability and interest.  The Town Clerk will forward all applications on file for 
an open board when a vacancy becomes available on that particular committee, 
commission or board to the Town Council and to the Town Manager. 

 
4. All new vacancies on the Planning or Zoning Boards will require that the Town 

Council interview those candidates.     
 
5. The Town Council motion to appoint a candidate to a particular committee, 

commission or board, shall have the names of each applicant candidate listed on 
the summary.   

 
6. A written staff recommendation may be submitted to the council through the 

Town Manager.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
7.         All applications received shall be available for public review to the extent under 

law, in the office of the Town Clerk.   
 
8. The mission for each board, commission or committee shall be available in the 

office of the Town Clerk and on the town’s website. 
 
II. REQUIREMENT FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 
1. Applications for the various commissions, committees and boards shall be 

available in the Town Clerk’s Office or on the Town’s website. 
 
2. Applications shall be completed and submitted to the Town Clerk no later than the 

advertised filing date also unless otherwise approved by the unanimous consent of 
the council only applications received before the scheduled appointment date shall 
be considered for appointment. 

 
3. The Town Clerk shall notify individuals whose terms are about to expire by letter, 

to determine if that individual wishes to be considered for reappointment.  
Members are reappointed at the discretion of the Town Council. 

 
4. Individuals wishing to be considered for reappointment shall notify the Town 

Clerk prior to the expiration of the date in the letter sent to them.  
 
5. The chairperson of each commission, committee or board shall submit an Annual 

Report including an attendance record, to the Town Clerk, for those individuals 
wishing to be considered for reappointment. 

 
6. No person shall be appointed to serve concurrently on more than one commission, 

committee, or board created by the Town Council, with the exception of AdHoc 
commissions, committees or boards, or dual appointments required by Charter, 
Ordinance or Resolution.  Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file  
are given appropriate consideration before a person is appointed to a second board 
or committee and the appointment will not violate the town charter. 

 
7. Any appointee who is absent without cause for three (3) consecutive meetings may 

be subject to removal by the Town Council. 
 
8. When any member of a commission, committee or board is absent for (3) 

consecutive meetings, the Chairperson shall notify the Town Clerk, who shall in 
turn notify the Town Council for direction.  Should the Chairperson recognize any 
other attendance deficiencies, the Town Clerk shall be notified, who shall in turn 
notify the Town Council for direction. 



 
9. The applicant shall comply with all State Laws and Regulations, as well as Ethics 

Commission requirements for appointees. 
 
III. APPOINTMENT REVIEW PROCESS 
 
1. The Town Council shall review each application and may invite specific 

candidates to an interview with the Council prior to a regularly scheduled meeting 
or work session.  Candidates interviewed by the Town Council will be sent a letter 
of appreciation by the Town Clerk. 

 
2. When making a nomination, the Council member making the recommendation 

will verbally outline reasons for the nomination.  
 
 
Adopted February 1, 2010 
Amended 11-15-10 
Amended 11-18-13 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT        CC:  19   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                    Date Prepared: September 13, 2016 
                                                                                       Council Meeting Date:   September 19, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:               James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         
FROM:          Anne M. Irons, CMC -Town Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Board of Canvassers Appointments 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
That the Town Council appoints an individual to fill an unexpired term, which will expire 
March 2020. 
  
SUMMARY: 
 
The Board of Canvassers has an appointment of an unexpired term until March 2020 
available due to the resignation of the Chair, Richard Leonard.  According to the State 
Law alternate board members are allowed to be appointed which not more than one of 
whom shall belong to the same political party. At any meeting of the Canvassing 
Authority at which a member is to be absent, the member may request that an alternate 
replace him or her for that meeting; provided the alternate member must be of the same 
political party as the member. The Board of Canvassers is a board with only three 
members and at times it is difficult to have a quorum to hold a meeting to conduct time 
sensitive election deadlines that need to be submitted to the Secretary of State’s Office 
and the Board of Elections. The current vacant position is the unaffiliated position. 
 
The following indicates the original board appointment date and expiration date of the 
current member.   
 

Name                                   Appointed                         Expiration Date 
 

 
Richard T. Leonard   03/01/2014   03/01/2020 
 
 

According to RIGL§17-8-1, the President of the Town Council shall nominate the 
members of the canvassing authority from lists of party voters submitted by the  
respective chairpersons of the city or town political committee, which lists shall contain 
the names of five (5) times the number of persons to be appointed.  If the Legislative 
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Body refuses to approve the nomination of any person to the canvassing authority, the 
president shall submit to the legislative body another person named on one of the lists, 
and so on until a person is appointed.  If the Chairpersons of the political party entitled 
to the appointment fails or refuses to submit a list, the president shall nominate any 
party voter of the political party entitled to the appointment. 
 
Attached are the Town Council Rules for Commission, Committee and Board 
Appointments.  According to the Council rules, no person shall be appointed to serve 
concurrently on more than one commission, committee or board created by the Town 
Council, with the exception of ad hoc commissions, committees or boards, or dual 
appointments required by charter, ordinance or resolution. 
 
Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file are given appropriate 
consideration before a person is appointed to a second board or committee and the 
appointment will not violate the town charter. 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. RIGL§17-8-1 and Sec. 4-1-2 Town Charter 
2. Rules – Boards & Commissions 
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Sec. 4-1-2. - Board of canvassers.  

The town council shall appoint a board of canvassers of three (3) qualified electors of the 
town, not more than one (1) of whom shall belong to the same political party. It is the intent of the 
town that the board of canvassers be a board on which all qualified electors of the town, regardless of 
their political affiliation or the lack thereof, will be eligible to serve. The town council, in making the 
appointments, shall strive to select a board whose membership shall be representative of all citizens of 
the town and of their diverse points of view. The board of canvassers shall be vested with all the powers 
and duties now or hereafter vested by law in the board of canvassers of the town. All members of said 
board now in office shall continue in said positions as members thereof until the expiration of the terms for 
which respectively they were chosen.  

 

 

 

 

TITLE 17 
        Elections 

CHAPTER 17-8 
        Local Canvassing Authorities 

SECTION 17-8-1 

 

   § 17-8-1  Appointment of bipartisan authority. – The legislative body of each city and town shall 
appoint a bipartisan canvassing authority of three (3) qualified electors of the city or town, not more than 
two (2) of whom shall belong to the same political party, and may appoint two (2) alternate members, not 
more than one of whom shall belong to the same political party. At any meeting of the canvassing 
authority at which a member is to be absent, the member may request that an alternate replace him or 
her for that meeting; provided, that the alternate member must be of the same political party as the 
member. The mayor or the president of the town council shall nominate the members of the canvassing 
authority from lists of party voters submitted by the respective chairpersons of the city or town political 
committee, which lists shall contain the names of five (5) times the number of persons to be appointed. If 
the legislative body refuses to approve the nomination of any person to the canvassing authority, the 
mayor or the president shall submit to the legislative body another person named on one of the lists, and 
so on until a person is appointed. If the chairperson of the city or town committee of a political party 
entitled to an appointment fails or refuses to submit a list, the mayor or the president shall nominate any 
party voter of the political party entitled to the appointment.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1956, ch. 3754, § 1; G.L. 1956, § 17-8-2; G.L. 1956, § 17-8-1; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; P.L. 1988, ch. 
151, § 1.)  
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 TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
 
 RULES FOR COMMISSION, COMMITTEE AND BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
I.  SELECTION PROCESS OF MEMBERS 
 
1. As authorized by the Town Council, the Town Clerk shall advertise once a year in 

a local newspaper, the commissions, committees, and boards that will have 
upcoming appointments. When a vacancy occurs it will be placed on the Town’s 
website. 

 
2. Upon receipt of an application, the Town Clerk shall date stamp it and retain the 

original.    
 
3. The application shall remain on file for a period of two (2) years from the date 

received.  The Town Clerk will contact applicant after the two year period to seek 
availability and interest.  The Town Clerk will forward all applications on file for 
an open board when a vacancy becomes available on that particular committee, 
commission or board to the Town Council and to the Town Manager. 

 
4. All new vacancies on the Planning or Zoning Boards will require that the Town 

Council interview those candidates.     
 
5. The Town Council motion to appoint a candidate to a particular committee, 

commission or board, shall have the names of each applicant candidate listed on 
the summary.   

 
6. A written staff recommendation may be submitted to the council through the 

Town Manager.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
7.         All applications received shall be available for public review to the extent under 

law, in the office of the Town Clerk.   
 
8. The mission for each board, commission or committee shall be available in the 

office of the Town Clerk and on the town’s website. 
 
II. REQUIREMENT FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 
1. Applications for the various commissions, committees and boards shall be 

available in the Town Clerk’s Office or on the Town’s website. 
 
2. Applications shall be completed and submitted to the Town Clerk no later than the 

advertised filing date also unless otherwise approved by the unanimous consent of 
the council only applications received before the scheduled appointment date shall 
be considered for appointment. 

 
3. The Town Clerk shall notify individuals whose terms are about to expire by letter, 

to determine if that individual wishes to be considered for reappointment.  
Members are reappointed at the discretion of the Town Council. 

 
4. Individuals wishing to be considered for reappointment shall notify the Town 

Clerk prior to the expiration of the date in the letter sent to them.  
 
5. The chairperson of each commission, committee or board shall submit an Annual 

Report including an attendance record, to the Town Clerk, for those individuals 
wishing to be considered for reappointment. 

 
6. No person shall be appointed to serve concurrently on more than one commission, 

committee, or board created by the Town Council, with the exception of AdHoc 
commissions, committees or boards, or dual appointments required by Charter, 
Ordinance or Resolution.  Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file  
are given appropriate consideration before a person is appointed to a second board 
or committee and the appointment will not violate the town charter. 

 
7. Any appointee who is absent without cause for three (3) consecutive meetings may 

be subject to removal by the Town Council. 
 
8. When any member of a commission, committee or board is absent for (3) 

consecutive meetings, the Chairperson shall notify the Town Clerk, who shall in 
turn notify the Town Council for direction.  Should the Chairperson recognize any 
other attendance deficiencies, the Town Clerk shall be notified, who shall in turn 
notify the Town Council for direction. 



 
9. The applicant shall comply with all State Laws and Regulations, as well as Ethics 

Commission requirements for appointees. 
 
III. APPOINTMENT REVIEW PROCESS 
 
1. The Town Council shall review each application and may invite specific 

candidates to an interview with the Council prior to a regularly scheduled meeting 
or work session.  Candidates interviewed by the Town Council will be sent a letter 
of appreciation by the Town Clerk. 

 
2. When making a nomination, the Council member making the recommendation 

will verbally outline reasons for the nomination.  
 
 
Adopted February 1, 2010 
Amended 11-15-10 
Amended 11-18-13 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  20   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                      Date Prepared:   August 3, 2016 

                                                                                             Council Meeting Date:  September 19, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:               James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         
FROM:          Anne M. Irons, CMC -Town Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Towers Committee Appointment 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
That the Town Council  appoint/reappoint one individual as a Friends of the Towers 
Representative for a two-year term to expire on August 1, 2018.  
 
SUMMARY: 
 
There is one vacant seat available as  Friends of the Towers Representative due to the 
fact that Kristin Walberg Urbach requested to not be reappointed.  The Friends of the 
Towers has recommended AnneMarie Silveira whom requested to be appointed in this 
capacity rather than as a Narragansett Historical Society Representative.  This leaves 
one vacant seat as Narragansett Historical Society Representative with a term expiring 
on 8/1/2018.  The Narragansett Historical Society has indicated that they need more 
time to find a representative.  One application is currently on file as Resident at Large 
from Paul Selwyn.  The following indicates the original board appointment date and 
expiration date for the current member.   
 

Name                                   Appointed                         Expiration Date 
 

AnneMarie Silveira, Narragansett 12/15/2014   8/1/2016 
  Historical Society Representative  
 
Vacant (Walberg Urbach), Friends  9/3/2013   8/1/2015 
  of the Towers Representative 
 

Attached are the Town Council Rules for Commission, Committee and Board 
Appointments.  According to the Council rules, no person shall be appointed to serve  
concurrently on more than one commission, committee or board created by the Town 
Council, with the exception of ad hoc commissions, committees or boards, or dual 
appointments required by charter, ordinance or resolution. 
 
Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file are given appropriate 
consideration before a person is appointed to a second board or committee and the 
appointment will not violate the town charter.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Council Rules for Commission, Committee and Board Appointments 
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 TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
 
 RULES FOR COMMISSION, COMMITTEE AND BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 
I.  SELECTION PROCESS OF MEMBERS 
 
1. As authorized by the Town Council, the Town Clerk shall advertise once a year in 

a local newspaper, the commissions, committees, and boards that will have 
upcoming appointments. When a vacancy occurs it will be placed on the Town’s 
website. 

 
2. Upon receipt of an application, the Town Clerk shall date stamp it and retain the 

original.    
 
3. The application shall remain on file for a period of two (2) years from the date 

received.  The Town Clerk will contact applicant after the two year period to seek 
availability and interest.  The Town Clerk will forward all applications on file for 
an open board when a vacancy becomes available on that particular committee, 
commission or board to the Town Council and to the Town Manager. 

 
4. All new vacancies on the Planning or Zoning Boards will require that the Town 

Council interview those candidates.     
 
5. The Town Council motion to appoint a candidate to a particular committee, 

commission or board, shall have the names of each applicant candidate listed on 
the summary.   

 
6. A written staff recommendation may be submitted to the council through the 

Town Manager.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
7.         All applications received shall be available for public review to the extent under 

law, in the office of the Town Clerk.   
 
8. The mission for each board, commission or committee shall be available in the 

office of the Town Clerk and on the town’s website. 
 
II. REQUIREMENT FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 
1. Applications for the various commissions, committees and boards shall be 

available in the Town Clerk’s Office or on the Town’s website. 
 
2. Applications shall be completed and submitted to the Town Clerk no later than the 

advertised filing date also unless otherwise approved by the unanimous consent of 
the council only applications received before the scheduled appointment date shall 
be considered for appointment. 

 
3. The Town Clerk shall notify individuals whose terms are about to expire by letter, 

to determine if that individual wishes to be considered for reappointment.  
Members are reappointed at the discretion of the Town Council. 

 
4. Individuals wishing to be considered for reappointment shall notify the Town 

Clerk prior to the expiration of the date in the letter sent to them.  
 
5. The chairperson of each commission, committee or board shall submit an Annual 

Report including an attendance record, to the Town Clerk, for those individuals 
wishing to be considered for reappointment. 

 
6. No person shall be appointed to serve concurrently on more than one commission, 

committee, or board created by the Town Council, with the exception of AdHoc 
commissions, committees or boards, or dual appointments required by Charter, 
Ordinance or Resolution.  Dual office may be permitted if all applications on file  
are given appropriate consideration before a person is appointed to a second board 
or committee and the appointment will not violate the town charter. 

 
7. Any appointee who is absent without cause for three (3) consecutive meetings may 

be subject to removal by the Town Council. 
 
8. When any member of a commission, committee or board is absent for (3) 

consecutive meetings, the Chairperson shall notify the Town Clerk, who shall in 
turn notify the Town Council for direction.  Should the Chairperson recognize any 
other attendance deficiencies, the Town Clerk shall be notified, who shall in turn 
notify the Town Council for direction. 



 
9. The applicant shall comply with all State Laws and Regulations, as well as Ethics 

Commission requirements for appointees. 
 
III. APPOINTMENT REVIEW PROCESS 
 
1. The Town Council shall review each application and may invite specific 

candidates to an interview with the Council prior to a regularly scheduled meeting 
or work session.  Candidates interviewed by the Town Council will be sent a letter 
of appreciation by the Town Clerk. 

 
2. When making a nomination, the Council member making the recommendation 

will verbally outline reasons for the nomination.  
 
 
Adopted February 1, 2010 
Amended 11-15-10 
Amended 11-18-13 
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