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NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
AGENDA

August 15, 2016

7:30 p.m.
Posted 08-11-16

__________________________________
 

CALL TO ORDER:

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

 

·         March 21, 2016 Regular Meeting

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS:

 

OPEN FORUM:

Please conduct yourself in an orderly and respectful fashion.   The comments of citizens accessing this portion of our meeting

are neither adopted nor endorsed by this body, but heard as requested.

 

PUBLIC HEARING/DECISION – 8:00 P.M.:

A MOTION to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on an ordinance to adopt a temporary tax credit to be applied to certain

properties that receive Historic District Commission approval for exterior repairs, renovations and additions.

CONSENT AGENDA: 

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine or have been previously reviewed by the Town Council,

and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests,

in   which event the item will be removed from the General Order of Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the

Agenda.

 

1.      A MOTION to REFER a request from Peter Barlow for a waiver of the Sewer Policy for Plat N-R, Lots 672 & 673, 11 Cross Road to the Sewer Policy

Committee for review.

 

2.      A MOTION to APPROVE the list of Real Estate abatements in the amount of $930.24 and the list of Motor Vehicle abatements in the amount of $151.23.

 

3.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Narragansett Pier Middle School for their annual Mariner March to be held on Tuesday June 6, 2017 from

2:30 pm to 4:00 pm subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 

4.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from St. Thomas More Parish for their 10th Annual Parish Festival at Veteran’s Memorial Park on Saturday June 17,
2017 from 4:00 pm  to 10:00 pm. subject to state and local regulations

 

5.      A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a One Day Peddler License for September 17 and 18, 2016 to Valarie Westnedge d/b/a

Softouch, Inc. of Wakefield Rhode Island, subject to local and state regulations.

 

6.      A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase and installation of a certified electronic spreader control in Highway Division Truck 14 from Coastal International,

utilizing the Greater Boston Police Council Contract, in the amount of $5,400.00.

 

7.    A MOTION to APPROVE the cost of fingerprints processed through the Department of Attorney General (State of Rhode Island), in the amount of $35.00

each for FY2016/2017.

 

8.      A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of ammunition for the Police Department from AAA Police Supply, in the amount of $6,036.00.

 

9.      A MOTION to APPROVE the renewal of the phone system hardware support and maintenance agreement with Carousel Industries, Inc., in the amount of

$7,281.55 for Fiscal Year 2016/2017.

 

10.  A MOTION to APPROVE the replacement of the air handler with electric heat at the North Beach Clubhouse, to be completed by JMB Mechanical, Inc., in

the amount of $7,420.00.

 

11.  A MOTION to AWARD the bid for Security System Maintenance & Improvement Services to Galaxy Integrated Technologies, Inc. at their quoted hourly

rates and designated mark-ups for a one-year period.

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:

 

NEW BUSINESS:

 



 

12. A MOTION to ACCEPT the RECOMMENDATION of the Superintendent and the Director of Finance and Administration to ADOPT the Resolution for the

Leasing of School Buses from Signature Public Financing Corp. in the amount of $410,450.00, with total payments over the lease term of five years to equal

$423,090.38.

 

13. A MOTION to CONSIDER the amendments to the Easement and Maintenance Agreement with OC Realty, LLC and the Town of Narragansett for a portion

of town property designated as Lot 329 on Tax Assessor’s Plat P on Point Judith Road.
 

14. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of one 11’ Monroe ½ Express Snow Plow from Donovan Equipment Co., Inc., utilizing the National Joint Powers

Alliance (NJPA) contract, in the amount of $10,990.00.

 

15. A MOTION to APPROVE the Change Order Request for the purchase of one (1) replacement PowerEdge R730xd Server from Zones, Inc. in the amount of

$11,791.91, utilizing the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) contract. 

 

16. A MOTION to  AWARD the bid for Road Striping Services to Safety Marking, Inc. at their quoted unit prices for the Fiscal Years of 2016/2017 and 

2017/2018.

 

17. A MOTION to APPROVE the annual contract for technical support for the Police Department’s computer software system with Tritech Software Systems, in

the amount of $15,958.75.

 

18. A MOTION to APPROVE the purchase of three (3) new Ford Utility PI AWD police cruisers from MHQ Municipal Vehicles, in the amount of $83,954.30

and the removal, transfer and installation of radios, sirens, lights and accessories to outfit the 3 vehicles from Patrol Data, in the amount of $23,330.83 (for a

grand total of $107,285.13).

 

19. A MOTION to APPROVE Change Order Requests 34-36 and 38-42 inclusive, for the Public Safety Building Improvements Project with Urbane Construction,

in the total not-to-exceed amount of $188,397.00. 

 

20. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading A Resolution Amending the Official List of Parking Restrictions and Regulations

in the Town of Narragansett in accordance with the Narragansett Code of Ordinances.

 

21. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS an ACCEPT as a First Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the

Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. (Tangible Property Exemption)

 

22. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of The Code Of Ordinances of the

Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. (Veteran, Widow/Widower of Veteran, 100% Disabled Veteran, Specially Modified Housing

for Service Disabled Veteran, Prisoner of War)

 

23. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading as a First Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of

Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. (Definition of Homestead)

 

24. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS And ACCEPT As A First Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code Of Ordinances of

the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. (Historical Cemetery Preservation Property Tax Abatement)

 

25. A MOTION to CREATE a South County Senior Advisory Council.

 

26. A MOTION to DIRECT the Town Manager to prepare a three year financial forecast for the Town.

 

27. A MOTION to WAIVE the fee in the amount of $175.00 for the 7 remaining One Day Peddler’s Licenses for Colby Blanchet and Tim Bristow d/b/a Yea Dog.

 

28. A MOTION to SCHEDULE a hearing for a request from Narragansett Recreation LLC d/b/a Aqua Blue Hotel (Maharaja Restaurant) for the APPROVAL of

new signage to be installed for the Maharaja Restaurant. And A MOTION to REFER to the Planning Board for Recommendation.

 

 

REPORTS FROM TOWN MANAGER:

 

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCIL:

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

 

ADJOURNMENT:

 

 

 
Note: Documentation (if any) for items listed on this Agenda is available for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the meeting, at any time during regular business hours at Town
Clerk’s Office, 25 Fifth Avenue, Narragansett, RI  02882.  Interpreters for the hearing impaired can be made available at any meeting provided a request is received a minimum of three (3)
business days prior to said meeting.
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TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT              CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared:      August 11, 2016, 

                         Council Meeting Date:      August 15, 2016  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         

FROM:   Anne M. Irons, CMC Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT:  Approval of Town Council Minutes  

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
 
That the Town Council approves the minutes from the following meetings. 
 

 

• March 21, 2016 Regular Meeting 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
Attached are minutes as in accordance to state law. Executive Session minutes are 
sealed. 
 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 21, 2016 MINUTES 

 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Tuesday, March 21, 2016 at 7:30 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present: Matthew M. Mannix, President 

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager 

      Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

            

Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the meeting to order and the Southgansett Girl Scouts 

Troop 31 leads those in attendance in Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

approve the September 8, 2015 Work Session Meeting  minutes as presented. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix abstained 
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 Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

approve the September 8, 2015 Regular Meeting. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Moved item #13 on the agenda to the top of the agenda. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

move Item 13 A MOTION to APPROVE a one (1) year agreement (with potential extensions) 

between the Town of Narragansett and South County Trolley, LLC, and to authorize the 

Town Manager to sign said agreement. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Pursuant to the work session held on March 7, 2016, a draft agreement has been developed to 

all for South County Trolley, LLC to use the Pier School parking lot as part of their proposed 

trolley service.  

The proposed term is for one (1) year, with an option to extend annually for up to four (4) 

additional years, upon approval by both parties. 

The proposed fee schedule, based on input from the Town Council at the March 7, 2016 work 

session is as follows: 

Year 1  $1.00 

Year 2  2.5% of gross revenue 

Year 3  5% of gross revenue 
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Year 4  7.5% of gross revenue 

Year 5  10 of gross revenue 

At the present time, the agreement is limited to the Pier School parking lot, with specific areas 

delineated for use by the proposed trolley service. The agreement includes a parking area map 

and a list of previously-committed special events that may render all or a portion of this lot 

unusable. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded to approve the a one (1) 

year agreement (with potential extensions) between the Town of Narragansett and South 

County Trolley, LLC, and to authorize the Town Manager to sign said agreement. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno questioned the fee structure in the contract and asked if that could 

be open as it was an annual contract and it could be determined at time. 

The Town Solicitor said it was a one year contract with options for a renewal and he would 

hesitate to change it as it could be changed after the first year and that would be a time to 

renegotiate then. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno also questioned the $10.00 per car.  The Solicitor explained that 

the $10.00 per car was not in the agreement though it was in the presentation at the work 

session.  He said the contract was a trolley concession and not a parking concession.  An 

individual can ride the trolley and park their car at a $10.00 fee and it was not for beach 

parking. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi questioned if the business had two parts, one trolley for the beach and 

one trolley for around town only and would they both be a concession. 

The Solicitor commented that the town is giving them the privilege to park vehicles for both 

trolley runs. 

James M. Callaghan, Attorney for South County Trolley, LLC. addressed the council on the 

net profit versus gross revenue.  He said that gross revenue would put Mr. and Mrs. Sullivan 

at a disadvantage.  

A discussion ensues on the net versus profit. 

Raymond Randaldi moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is so voted to  

amend the contract to change the term to net and give a definition of net. 

James Callaghan also commented that he did forward small changes he asked for approval or   

conditions that he proposed. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix abstained 

OPEN FORUM: 

Open Forum is now held and the following individuals address the Council, viz: 

Bill Gardner questioned the status of his question at an early meeting on the Huston Street 

Project where he believed that there was a mathematical error in the agenda item. He also 

commented that there should be more checks and balances for projects. He said the town 

relies on outsiders to review projects and he believed they could do a better job; 
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Richard Van Germeersch commented that when there is zoning issues before the council the 

public is bombarded there are graphs, maps, videos and power points etc. but when the fire 

union contract is signed there is very little information for the public only a quick brief 

reading.  He said that it is providing the public of any hope of intelligent comments.  He said 

that it was an acceptable belief for the State of Rhode Island and Public Employee 

Plantations.  He said council after council refuses to take on the public employees and retirees 

and until it is done the town is dead in the water; 

Stanley Wojciechowski commented that the town is going to have to come up with $5 Million 

to pay the pension issues because of other councils.  He said there is a serious debt issue.  He 

said the town is also near the maximum bond borrowing at this time.  There must be limits 

and the town needs to be more careful.  He said the council should not support any bond 

issues; 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The consent agenda is voted on with one motion. 

1. A MOTION to APPROVE a Class F-1 Alcoholic Beverage License for the 

Middlebridge School for a Parents Dinner Fundraiser for April 15, 2016 at the 

Towers, subject to state and local regulations. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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2. A MOTION to APPROVE a Class F-1 Alcoholic Beverage License for Friends of 

the Narragansett Historic Towers, Inc. for April 29, 2016 at the Towers, for the 

annual fundraiser “Taste of the Towers” subject to state and local regulations. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

3. A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a Victualling 

License for Dianne Mann d/b/a Nana’s Ice Cream & Gelato and Candy at Salty 

Brine’s Beach, 250 Sand Hill Cove Road, Narragansett, Rhode Island, subject to 

local and state regulations. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

4. A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a Holiday 

License  for Dianne Mann d/b/a Nana’s Candy Bar at Narragansett Beach, 30A 

Pier Market Place, Narragansett, RI, subject to local and state regulations. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

 Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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5. A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a Holiday 

License and Victualling License for Benjamin Wood  d/b/a Salty’s Burgers & 

Seafood, 254 Great Island Road, Narragansett, Rhode Island,  subject to local and 

state regulations. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

6. A MOTION to APPROVE and AUTHORIZE the Narragansett Parks and 

Recreation Department to partner with the Narrow River Preservation 

Association and the Narrow River Land Trust in offering five educational 

programs at the Middlebridge property, subject to approval of state and local 

regulations. 

APPROVED & AUTHORIZED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher 

Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

7. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Quest Montessori School for its 

annual Walk for Quest to be held on Saturday May 21, 2016, subject to approval 

of state and local regulations. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher 

Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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8. A MOTION to APPROVE the one-year contract extension for Fiber Optic 

System Maintenance and Improvement Services for all departments with Sertex, 

LLC at their quoted bid prices for a one-year period, ending February 28, 2017.   

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher 

Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

9. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFIY and CONFIRM the emergency repairs to 

Bus 16, performed by Anderson Motors, in the amount of $3,023.07. 

APPROVED, RATIFIED, COMFIRMED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  Raymond 

A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

10. A MOTION to  APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the purchase of vital parts 

for DPW Truck 17 from New England Truck Equipment, in the amount of 

$4,447.08. 

APPROVED, RATIFIED, COMFIRMED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher 

Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

11. A MOTION to AWARD the bid for the Purchase and Installation of Flag Poles at 

the Charles Ted Wright Rotary to the lowest bidder, Abcore Restoration 

Company, Inc., in the amount of $6,490.00. 

AWARDED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher 

Wilkens aye,  Matthew M. Mannix aye 

OLD BUSINESS: 

12. A MOTION to DISCUSS the process and procedure of hiring the Town Manager 

for the Town of Narragansett. 

At the March 7th meeting the council requested that the resumes that have been received to 

date for the town manager’s position be forward to the council for review and other resumes 

that are received be sent on a rolling basis to the council.  

It was also decided that the deadline for submitting a resume be extended to March 21st.  The 

town manager job description and how to move forward would be discussed at the next 

meeting. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to DISCUSS the process and procedure of hiring the Town Manager for the Town of 

Narragansett. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

A discussion ensued on the process, procedure and agreeing the deadline was today, 

 March 21st as well as what the next process was for the council and to meet with the HR 

Manager. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to set up a meeting with the Human Resource Manager to discuss the council’s choices 

and to agree with the number of applicants to interview. 

 

Matthew M. Mannix said an agenda item would be placed on the next agenda to set up a 

meeting with Susan Healy, the Human Resource Manager. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A MOTION to RESCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on a Petition for Abandonment 

from John R. Sahagian for the eastern half of Harris Avenue on Assessor Plat P to add 

to Assessor’s Plat P, Lot 96 at 8:00 p.m. on  April 18, 2016. 

John Sahagian of South Pier Road has submitted a request to abandon the eastern portion of 

Harris Avenue to add to his property for improvement for the access to his property from 

South Pier Road for public safety reasons. 

In accordance with RIGL §24-6-1 the town council is authorized to abandon a highway or 

driftway in the town after public notice is given  to abutters as well as an advertisement for 

three successive weeks for a public hearing. A public hearing is held to consider the request 

for abandonment and if the town council declares the roadway abandoned and additional 

public notice is given as well as an advertisement declaring the abandonment for three 

successive weeks. 
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 The Planning Board reviewed this request at their October 20, 2015 meeting and took 

testimony from Mr. Sahagian.  They noted staff reluctance to support the abandonment due to 

environmental concerns and the possibility to use this area for vehicular access to Town land 

south of the Sahagian property in the future.  During discussion, Mr. Sahagian suggested that 

he hire a wetland & soils expert to look at the other paper streets that connect to the Town 

land.   The Planning Board continued their review to November in order to allow Mr.  

Sahagian to conduct a site analysis of other rights-of-way nearby for the potential vehicular 

access to the Town Land.  A PUBLIC HEARING was held on January 4, 2016 and continued 

to February 16, 2016. 

The applicant requested a continuation of the PUBLIC HEARING to the March 21, 2016. 

The applicant has again requested another continuation to the April 18, 2016 town council 

meeting. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

RESCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on a Petition for Abandonment from John R. 

Sahagian for the eastern half of Harris Avenue on Assessor Plat P to add to Assessor’s Plat P, 

Lot 96 to May 2, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Christopher 

Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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A MOTION to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING for  text revision  of the definitions 

of  Building Coverage and Site Coverage in the Zoning Ordinance.  

The Community Development Department originally submitted a proposed text revision for 

each of these terms as part of the “omnibus “regulatory changes.  The “omnibus” bill is 

intended to periodically make minor changes in text that may provide clarification or 

correction of to an element of the Zoning Regulations.   

Per advice of the Town Solicitor, these definitions were removed for more in-depth 

deliberations by the Planning Board.   

 

 On March 15, 2016, the Planning Board reconsidered the two subject definitions resulting in 

clarifying revisions to both.  Staff suggests a public hearing date of April 4, 2016. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is so voted to 

SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING for text revision of the definitions of Building Coverage 

and Site Coverage in the Zoning Ordinance to 8:00 p.m. on  4-18 -16. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

 Christopher Wilkens aye,   Matthew M. Mannix aye 

A MOTION to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on a transfer of an Alcoholic 

Beverage License from Mainland Narragansett RI Inc. d/b/a  Narragansett Grill, 1200 

Ocean Road, Plat  L Lot 237  to Carol & Mario Catering Inc., Carol A. Santilli, 

President, 1200 Ocean Road, Plat L Lot 237. 
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David Baptista has submitted an Application for Transfer of Beverage License to Carol & 

Mario Catering Inc., Carol A. Santilli, President, 1200 Ocean Road, Plat L Lot 237.   

As in accordance with the town’s liquor license rules and regulations the public hearing will 

be advertised in the newspaper twice at least 14 days before the scheduled public hearing. The 

suggested date for the public hearing is April 18, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. 

The current conditions/restrictions at that establishment are as follows: 

• The outdoor deck capacity not exceed 24 seats (6 four person tables) 

 and the garage doors will be closed at 9:00PM * 

• Food and beverage service on the deck shall cease with no person on the 

 deck after 9:00PM. 

 No live entertainment be allowed on the premises, including DJ’s. 

• The 6 bar stools at the existing bar are authorized in exchange of the removal of 6 

 existing seats in the current dining room and at the bar  alcohol is allowed to be 

 served with food  

• The kitchen closes at 11:00PM 

• Alcohol will be served at tables with food 

• The dumpster is to be locked and screened and not visible from the street 

*The “garage doors” no longer can be opened. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on a transfer of an Alcoholic Beverage License 

from Mainland Narragansett RI Inc. d/b/a Narragansett Grill, 1200 Ocean Road, 
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Plat L Lot 237 to Carol & Mario Catering Inc., Carol A. Santilli, President, 1200 Ocean Road, 

Plat L Lot 237 at 8:00 p.m. on 4-18-16. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

 Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

A  PUBLIC HEARING to amend Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 

Narragansett entitled Zoning, Section 2.2 Definitions Households. 

A MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE the recommendation from the Planning 

Board.  

In response to extensive community concerns over quality of life issues reported by residents 

in various Town neighborhoods, the Town Council established an Ad Hoc Commission on 

Student Rental Issues in 2014.  The Ad Hoc Committee has issued a report to the Council 

laying out a series of findings and recommendations to alleviate various quality of life and 

safety issues attendant to the high concentration of student rentals in certain Narragansett 

neighborhoods.   

Included in the wide-ranging Ad Hoc Committee report are extensive findings and 

recommendations related to the Town’s zoning laws and enforcement.  The Town Council 

has considered these recommendations, and received extensive public comment in work 

sessions and regular meetings. The Council now seeks to implement one of the key 

recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee: that the town should enact and enforce an 

ordinance which prohibits more than 4 unrelated persons from occupying a single household.  
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Narragansett ordinances currently prohibit more than 3 unrelated persons in a household, 

although that ordinance has not been enforced since a Superior Court judge struck down the 

ordinance in 1994 in the case of DiStefano v. Haxton. 

Notwithstanding a strong legal argument that the existing ordinance is now enforceable due to 

changes in the ordinance to reflect state law, the Town Council has reached a consensus that 

increasing the limit on unrelated persons from three to four would be the most appropriate 

method of lessening the intensity of use that has been created by proliferation of student 

rental properties in excess of 4 unrelated persons.  This increase in the limit will also limit the 

economic burden that enforcement of the existing ordinance might place on property owners 

who have invested in increasing the tenant capacity of their rental properties beyond what is 

allowed in the current ordinance.   

State law requires any requested amendment to a Town’s zoning ordinance be submitted to 

the Planning Board for recommendation, and that the Board, with the aid of the planning 

department, shall make a recommendation within 45 days.  The State law also requires the 

Town Council hold a Public Hearing on the amendment.  The Planning Board held hearings 

on the proposal on March 9, 2016 and the matter is now before the Council. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to OPEN the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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Matthew M. Mannix, President summarized the issue to date of the proposed ordinance to 

define the definition of “Household” in the Zoning Ordinance which was proposed that 4 

unrelated people were allowed to live together in the Town of Narragansett. 

 He noted that the Ad Hoc URI Student Issues Committee met several times over a year 

period and submitted their findings to the council on July 20, 2015.  He also noted that the 

town council held work sessions with the subcommittees as well and the proposal from the 

committee on the number of unrelated people in a home was extensively discussed.  He noted 

that the council heard from the members of the Ad Hoc Committee, the Narragansett 2100 

Group, Eastward Look Homeowner’s Association, Pier Residents Association as well as the 

study body council and students from URI. He explained the proposed zoning ordinance was 

forwarded to the Planning Board for a recommendation and now was duly advertised for this 

public hearing. 

 

Proponents and opponents are called and the following individuals are sworn in and testify: 

 

Terry Fleming, Chair of the Planning Board addresses the council on the planning board 

meeting and explained that the Ad Hoc Committee gave a presentation to the Board as well as 

the groups that President Mannix had named previously as well as people from the public that 

were in attendance.  He noted that the Planning Board makes a decision that is consistent with 

the town’s Comprehensive Plan.  He noted that there was a motion that found it was 

inconsistent with the Plan which failed on a 3 to 2 vote.  He said a second motion was made  
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that it was consistent with the Plan which passed 3 to 1 to 1 vote. Mr. Fleming explained that 

a vote was taken on the recommendation to increase the number of unrelated people living 

together from three to four people and that passed 3 to 1 to 1 vote. He commented that there  

was a not a lot of conflict but there was a lot of conflicting sediments among the members 

who voted to pass.  

The Town Solicitor read the proposal as follows: 

Section 2.2 Definitions, subsection (b) Household “A person or a group of unrelated persons  

living together, the maximum number shall be four persons which would replaces three  

persons.    

President Mannix asked then for the comments from the public and the following spoke” 

Stanley Wojciechowski, James Durkin, Andrew Donnelly, Maria Roccio,  

Richard VanGermeersch, Carol Stuart, Raymond Kagels, Joseph Franchina, Tom Dolan, 

Samantha King, Paul Zonfrillo, Tom Cronin, Debbie Buffi, Joe Soja, Dennis Lynch, 

Harry Schofield 

 

Michael Ursillo, Attorney representing Eastward Look Homeowner’s Association also 

addresses the council on behalf of the Association.  He stated the issue was one of how people 

can exist and co-exist and do it a way that would be fair and reasonable for everyone and that 

is to look at moderation.   He said that in just about every other community in Rhode Island 

the law was that no more than three individuals can live together and Narragansett has come  
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up with a compromise to increase it to four. He said the ordinance is a tool among other tools 

that helps with the problems from the past. He summarized that the number was  

recommended by the Ad Hoc Committee, the Planning Board and it was consistent with the 

town’s Comprehensive Plan and it is a fairness issue for the quality of life for the residents 

that had to deal with student issues for over 20 years. 

Dawson Hodgson submitted a letter from the A.C.U.L. for the record. 

 Matthew Mannix submitted a statement for the record from Jeff and Maria Mitchell 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, 

Christopher Wilkens aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE the recommendation from the Planning Board.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno  addressed the council on her involvement over the past 8 years on 

the student issues and with this new proposal was one more step closer to restoring the quality 

of life that so many people has spoken about and she was in support of the new definition. 

Councilor Wilkens suggested to place on the next agenda for a decision. 

Councilor Murray commented that he was ready to vote in October and the only concern of 

his was the enforcement piece. 
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Councilor Ranaldi spoke of family values and whether it was students or fishermen who 

house together they don’t have a structure of family values and that was missing and people 

want quiet enjoyment in Narragansett and the council needs to make it happen. He spoke of 

the Rental Registration and how it should be attached to the amendment. 

A discussion ensues among the council members on accountability and enforcement issue of 

the amendment and holding off for two weeks in order to discuss with staff. 

Councilor Wilkens commented that the ordinance was not burdensome but some things 

needed to be justified in his own mind.  He also spoke on the issue of rentals who will have 

over 4 unrelated and what was the process going to be for that. 

Matthew Mannix read an email from Mr. Gilchrist who lives in Eastward Look. 

It was noted that a $500.00 fine would exist if there was a violation. 

Tony Santilli, Building Official addressed the council on his concerns of enforcing, 

grandfathered rights and entering the houses for inspections on complaints and written 

complaints. 

Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor  commented that it was in the council’s power to order 

enforcement of the three unrelated and it would be up to the staff to figure the enforcement 

and if the town had the legal tools for it. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond 

A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted that the Frist Reading will be held on April 4. 2016. 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, Raymond 

A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

PLEASE SEE STENOGRAPHER TRANSCRIPT FOR MORE DETAILS    

NEW BUSINESS: 

13. A MOTION to APPROVE a one (1) year agreement (with potential extensions) 

between the Town of Narragansett and South County Trolley, LLC, and to 

authorize the Town Manager to sign said agreement. 

This matter was acted upon in the beginning of the meeting. 

14. A MOTION to INSTRUCT the Town Staff to not collect the 2015 fee, delineated 

in an April 2013 contract, from Narragansett Little League for the use of town 

facilities for Little League activities. 

In 2012, the Town Manager at the time apparently instructed town staff to formulate agreements 

with several sports organizations, including the Narragansett Little League, to charge those 

organizations for the use of town facilities.  It does not appear that this effort was initiated by 

Narragansett Little League, the townspeople of Narragansett or the town council members sitting 

on the council in 2012.  
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After the agreements had been drafted, those agreements appeared on the CONSENT AGENDA 

of the April 15, 2013 town council meeting.  The item was not removed from the consent agenda 

and the council approved the agenda item with no discussion.  That meeting took place five 

months into my first term on the council.   

In the spring of 2015, members of the Narragansett Little League contacted the council president 

that they had received a bill for $2,500.00 from the Town of Narragansett. Mr. Mannix requested 

a meeting with Town Manager Pam Nolan and Parks and Recreation Director Steve Wright and 

the new board members of the Narragansett Little League.  At that meeting, the Little League 

board members informed the town that they had basically inherited this contract and were unable 

to pay the fee to which former members of the Little League had agreed.  Furthermore, they 

shared some of their financial reports showing that they did not have the funds to pay this fee.  At 

that meeting, the parties agreed to suspend the payment of the fee until after the summer season 

and meet again in the fall of 2015 to revisit the issue.  There was also some discussion about 

reducing the fee to $1,000.00, but that change would have required council approval.  The 

suspension of the fee simply required the town manager to allow the payment to the town to be 

delayed. 

After the summer season, the same parties, joined by Tom Tessitore of the Parks and Recreation 

Department, met to discuss the payment of the fee.  The discussion focused on the merits of 

collecting the fee at all, rescinding the contract that had been approved in April of 2013, reducing 

the fee and other options.  The Town Manager had indicated that other council members had 

contacted her about not requiring the sports organizations, including  
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the Little League, to pay these usage fees in 2016 and beyond, which would basically rescind the 

2013 contracts.  However, the issue of the 2015 fee remained. 

After that meeting, the council president had informed the town manager that he would place an 

agenda item not to force the Little League to pay the 2015 fee.  He believed that the revenue of 

$2,500.00 (or $1,000.00 if the fee was reduced) was not significant enough in a town with an 

annual budget of over $55 million to force the parents of children who want to play baseball in 

Narragansett to pay the town from the Little League’s budget.   

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

INSTRUCT the Town Staff to not collect the 2015 fee, delineated in an April 2013 contract, 

from Narragansett Little League for the use of town facilities for Little League activities. 

Matthew Mannix summarized the issue to date that the payment was suspended for the summer 

and then the matter never came back before the council to make a final vote on a fee. He noted 

that the Town Manager made an administrative decision at that time as the Little League proved 

there was no money in the funds. 

Raymond Ranaldi moved Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded to amend the motion to lower the 

amount from $2500 to $1,000 as all non-profits are charged. 

Raymond Ranaldi comments on the enormous amount of money the town pays to maintain the 

two fields.  He also commented that if one non –profit does not pay all non- profits should not 

pay. 

A lengthy heated discussion ensues with the members of the council and the Chair of Little 

League and parents. 
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Patrick Murray moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded to waive all fees for Narragansett 

non-profits (Little League, Soccer Leagues and Football) for 2015. 

Raymond withdrew his motion.  He also apologized to the Recreation Committee for voting 

against their recommendations for fees. 

 Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

Raymond Ranaldi moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is unanimously so voted  to 

extend the meeting for 15 minutes. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

 

15. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Narragansett Little League for 

the Annual Opening Day Parade to be held on Saturday April 30, 2016 at 11:00 

am, subject to approval of state and local regulations. 

The Narragansett Little League is once again requesting permission for its annual opening day 

ceremonies and parade from the Sprague Park Tennis Courts along Kingstown Road to the Little 

League Field at Sprague Park on Saturday April 30, 2016 beginning at 11:00 am with a rain date 

of Sunday May 1, 2016. The parade includes approximately 29 teams including players and 

managers. These ceremonies kick off the 2016 Little League season, with activities, 

introductions, and honoring the previous season’s awards winners 
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Patrick Murray seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

APPROVE the request from the Narragansett Little League for the Annual Opening Day 

Parade to be held on Saturday April 30, 2016 at 11:00 am, subject to approval of state and 

local regulations. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

16. A MOTION to ADOPT the Resolution establishing the proposed wages for 

seasonal, part-time, and temporary employees for Fiscal Year 2016-17. 

Each year, Department Directors review the wages for seasonal, part-time, and temporary 

employees to ensure wage rates fall within a competitive class range for employees working 

in town. In order to retain the seasonal employees who return year after year, the town 

attempts to remain competitive and allows for compensation growth as the individuals in 

these seasonal positions gain experience and knowledge.  

After discussions with Department Directors, it has become apparent that there is a need to 

retain the adult staff that returns every year in a supervisory seasonal capacity. These adults 

are typically teachers, retirees, and individuals who are looking for part-time or second 

careers. It is becoming more difficult to retain qualified adults who are available to work long 

hours, early and late shifts, weekends, and holidays at the current hourly rate. They are 

challenged to work with younger staff, typically 16 -21 year olds,  providing daily instruction 

on public relations, customer service, and facility maintenance through leading by example 

and not just supervising.  
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Expanding the wage rate ranges slightly for the positions in red enables Department Directors 

to have discretionary control over wages for qualified professional senior management, 

lifeguard staff, and other seasonal employees that have been summer employees with the 

town for several years. This year these pay ranges reflect mandatory minimum wage 

increases, with the exception of two categories and the addition of one new category. It is 

important to note that all employees in each wage rate range are not moved to the top level of 

the pay scale, and that typically each new employee starts at the entry level step within each 

range. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to ADOPT the Resolution establishing the proposed wages for seasonal, part-time, and 

temporary employees for Fiscal Year 2016-17. 

Christopher Wilkens commented on the starting rate for the score keepers and a lifeguard and 

there should be more of a difference. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 
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A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PROPOSED WAGES FOR SEASONAL, PART-TIME, 
AND TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016-17 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-05 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following part-time and temporary positions and wage rates are 

hereby established for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2017 

PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT 

Position     Current Wage Rates  Proposed Wage Rates 

Community Service Officer Intern  $10.00 - $13.00 per hr.   

P/T Animal Control Officer  $11.00 - $16.00 per hr.  

  

Harbormaster     $11.00 - $20.00 per hr. 11.00 - $21.00 per hr.   

Assistant Harbormaster   $10.00 - $13.00 per hr.   

Fingerprint Classification Specialist $20.00 - $24.00 per hr.   

Community Housing/Zoning Officer $15.00 - $20.00 per hr.   

EMA Specialist        $15.00 - $25.00 per hr. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS/ENGINEERING DEPARTMENTS 

Position    Current Wage Rates   Proposed Wage Rates 

Road/Utilities Technician  $8.00 - $16.00 per hr.  $9.60 - $16.00 per hr. 

Mechanic Helper   $11.50 - $16.50 per hr. 
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Recycling Coordinator  $13.00 - $20.00 per hr.   

 

ALL DEPARTMENTS 

Position    Current Wage Rates   Proposed Wage Rates 

Clerical    $9.00 - $15.00 per hr.  $9.60 - $15.00 per hr. 

Intern/Specialist   $9.00 - $18.00 per hr.  $9.60 - $18.00 per hr. 

Field Appraiser   $13.00 - $19.00 per hr. 

 

Laborer/Maintenance   $9.00- $15.00 per hr. $9.60- $15.00 per hr. 

Truck Driver (CDL-A or B)  $11.00 - $17.00 per hr. $16.00 - $22.00 per hr. 

Building Maintenance/Janitor  $10.50 - $16.50 per hr. 

Equipment Operator (licensed)   $11.00 - $17.50 per hr. 

Maintenance Supervisor   $11.00 - $18.00 per hr. 

BEACH DIVISION 

Position     Current Wage Rates  Proposed Wage Rates 

Beach Manager    $13.00 - $20.00 per hr. 

Assist Beach Manager   $13.00 - $17.00 per hr. 

Pavilion Manager    $10.00 - $15.00 per hr. 

Sales Office Manager   $10.00 - $15.00 per hr. 

Assistant Pavilion Manager   $10.00 - $14.00 per hr. 

Sales Office Clerk    $9.00 - $13.00 per hr. $9.60 - $13.00 per hr. 
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Attendant Supervisor   $9.00 - $11.50 per hr. $9.60 - $11.50 per hr. 

Lifeguard Captain    $11.00 - $16.50 per hr. 

Assistant Lifeguard Captain  $10.00 - $15.50 per hr. 

Veteran Lifeguard (over 3 years)  $9.50 - $14.00 per hr. $9.60 - $14.00 per hr. 

Lifeguard (less than 3 years)  $9.00 - $13.50 per hr. $9.60 - $13.50 per hr. 

Probationary Lifeguard   $9.00 - $11.00 per hr. $9.60 - $11.00 per hr. 

Restroom Attendant    $9.00 - $12.00 per hr. $9.60 - $12.00 per hr. 

Attendant     $9.00 - $10.50 per hr.  $9.60 - $10.50 per hr. 

Ocean Safety Manager   12.00 - $19.50 per hr. 

PARKS & RECREATION PROGRAMS 

Position    Current Wage Rates   Proposed Wage Rates 

Program Coordinator  $10.00 - $16.50 per hr. 

 

Officials/Umpires   $9.00 - $50.00 per game  $9.60 - $50.00 per game 

Instructors   $9.00 - $50.00 per hr./lesson/class  $9.60 - $50.00 per /per 
                    lesson/class 

Time Keepers    $9.00 - $9.50 per hr.   $9.60 - $9.50 per hr. 

Scorer     $9.00 - $9.50 per hr.   $9.60 - $9.50 per hr. 

Camp Director   $14.00 - $17.00 per hr. 

Camp Supervisor   $13.00 - $16.00 per hr. 
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Camp Counselor   $9.00 - $11.00 per hr. $9.60 - $11.00 per hr. 

Program    $9.00 - $10.00 per hr.  $9.60 - $10.00 per hr. 

Tennis Supervisor   $9.00 - $16.00 per hr.  $9.60 - $16.00 per hr. 

Program Assistant   $9.00 - $10.50 per hr.  $9.60 - $10.50 per hr. 

Program Supervisor   $9.00 - $12.00 per hr.  $9.60 - $12.00 per hr. 

NORTH BEACH CLUBHOUSE/TOWERS/KINNEY BUNGALOW 

Position   Current Wage Rates   Proposed Wage Rates 

Coordinator   $15.00 – $22.00 per hr. 

Supervisor   $10.00 – $12.00 per hr. 

Senior Attendant  $9.50 – $11.50 per hr.  $9.60 – $11.50 per hr. 

Attendant   $9.00 - $11.00 per hr.  $9.60 - $11.00 per hr. 

Administrative Assistant $12.00 - $16.00 per hr. 

 

ADOPTED this 21st of March, A.D. 2016     TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT    
           S/Matthew M. Mannix, Council President 
ATTEST: 
S/Anne Irons, CMC, Town Clerk 
 

17. A MOTION to APPROVE a contract proposal from Fuss & O’Neill, Inc., dated 

January 20, 2016 for final design engineering services for the Mettatuxet 3 Storm 

Water BMP Project, in the amount of $114,639.00. 
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In 2013, the Town contracted with Fuss & O’Neill to prepare preliminary designs for storm 

water improvement projects at four different neighborhoods in the North End, all of which 

drain to the Narrow River.  Those preliminary designs were completed in 2014. 

 

Also in 2014, the Town applied for a grant through the RIDEM “Bay and Watershed 

Restoration” grant program. In April 2015, we were subsequently awarded a grant for  

$518,000.00 towards storm water improvements in the Mettatuxet area.  The Town Council 

voted to accept that grant at their June 15, 2015 meeting.  The grant funds construction of the 

selected storm water improvement project known as “Mettatuxet 3”. 

The next step in this project requires preparing final design plans, for which the Town’s 

consultant for preliminary design, Fuss & O’Neill has prepared a proposal for final design 

services totaling $114,639.00.  The final design includes survey and base mapping of the 

project area, subsurface investigations to determine soil and groundwater characteristics, 

preparation of final design plans, calculations, and specifications, environmental permitting, 

preparation of construction bidding documents, and bidding services.  Attached is a copy of 

Fuss & O’Neill’s proposal. This is a fairly complicated design, as we anticipate a number of 

utility conflicts with existing sewer, water, gas, and drain lines that will have to be resolved 

during the design process.  

It is customary to engage the same firm for final design work that prepared the preliminary 

design documents. This ensures continuity and consistency for the project approach and is 

(obviously) more efficient in terms of time and work effort.  
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Completion of the final design in a timely manner is necessary to fulfill the Town’s timeline 

requirements of the grant. We also have a “match” requirement within the grant, wherein 

local funding has to match the grant award amount. We can apply the cost of this contract 

amendment to our share of the matching costs. Other matching costs will be applied during  

the construction phase of this work.  Funding is available in the Street Improvement Capital 

Project Account #0022 50201, Professional Services. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to APPROVE a contract proposal from Fuss & O’Neill, Inc., dated January 20, 2016 

for final design engineering services for the Mettatuxet 3 Storm Water BMP Project, in the 

amount of $114,639.00. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye,  

Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye 

18. A MOTION to RETAIN the DeSisto law firm to prosecute an appeal from the 

Summary Judgment Decision in Brian Routhier v. Town of Narragansett WC-

2015-0167. 

The Town has been sued by a former employee regarding the level of health coverage he is 

entitled to in retirement. Unfortunately, the Superior Court granted the plaintiff’s motion for 

summary judgment on the contract interpretation claims of the action.  After briefing in 

Executive Session you have indicated that you wish to appeal this ruling to the Supreme 

Court.   
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The Town’s insurer, the Interlocal Trust has retained the DeSisto Law Firm to defend the case 

to date in the Superior Court, due to the presence of a non-contract interpretation cause of 

action in the complaint.  Based on the terms of the Town’s coverage however, the Trust will  

not pay for a Supreme Court appeal from the adverse ruling on the contract count.  The Town 

Solicitor recommends that the Town retain the same attorney to prosecute this appeal.   

Work on this matter will entail preparatory work for filing the appeal, including work in the 

Superior Court, and the appeal itself, and the associated tasks, including, hearings and court  

conferences. Payment for services provided on this matter will be based on the following 

rates: Attorney $155.00 an hour Paralegal $70.00 an hour. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to RETAIN the DeSisto law firm to prosecute an appeal from the Summary Judgment 

Decision in Brian Routhier v. Town of Narragansett WC-2015-0167. 

Dawson Hodgson summarizes the lawsuit and notes the town was appeal the summary 

judgement.  He said that the DeSisto law firm was highly regarded. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye, 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

 

 

 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 

March 21, 2016 

Book 57 Page 192 

 

19. A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution in support of Budget Article 15 of the 

Governor’s FY 2017 State Budget. 

For years, many of Rhode Island’s Mayors, City and Town Councils have been 

unsuccessfully advocating that the State Government increase the burdensome time between 

statistical property evaluations from the present 3 years to 5years. However, this year with the 

additional active advocacy of Lt. Gov. McKee, this important change seems possible. 

The passage of Article 15, amending the State’s requirement to revalue property from every 3 

years to every 5, is a long overdue step in the right direction. Not only would it help relieve  

some of the financial and administrative burdens on municipalities, more importantly, it 

would help give our tax-weary residents a better sense of property value stability and trust in 

state government. 

Christopher Wilkens moved, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno seconded and it is unanimously so 

voted to ADOPT a Resolution in support of Budget Article 15 of the Governor’s FY 2017 

State Budget. 

Councilor Christopher Wilkens briefly summarized the Resolution and  about changing the 

time of statistical evaluations. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF BUDGET ARTICLE 15 

(RELATING TO MUNICIPALITIES) 

OF THE GOVERNOR’S FY 2017 BUDGET 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-06 
 

WHEREAS: The Narragansett Town Council desires to address the issue of expanding the 
time frame between State mandated statistical property evaluations; and 

 
WHEREAS: Passage of Article 15 will amend the requirement to revalue property from 3 
(three) years to 5 (five) years thus collectively saving the Town of Narragansett and the state 
approximately $1M annually; and 
 
WHEREAS: The Town of Narragansett is desirous of escaping the endlessly 36 month cycle 
of revaluations, appeals and law suits that bring such instability and consternation to our 
community; and 
 
WHEREAS: Expanding the time between “statistical revaluation” from every 3 years to one 
mid-point 5 year revaluation will not only help to relieve fiscal and administrative burdens on 
our town, more importantly,  it will help give our tax-weary residents a better sense of 
property value stability and help restore confidence and trust in state government so 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Narragansett Town Council joins with other 
towns, cities and  concerned citizens and hereby strongly urges passage of Article 15 by the 
Rhode Island General Assembly during this 2016 legislative session; and 
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to our 
legislative delegations and all cities and towns in Rhode Island requesting support in our 
mutual endeavor. 
Adopted this 21st day of March, 2016. 
      TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT   
       S/Matthew M. Mannix, President 
 
ATTEST: 
S/Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Town Clerk 
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20. A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution requiring the conversion of the town’s 

current 2-tier property tax rate (residential/commercial) to a single tax rate for 

all properties upon implementation of a Homestead Exemption. 

Should this resolution prevail, and should the Town receive the requested Homestead 

enabling permission from the RI General Assembly and decide to act upon it, this Town 

Council officially commits to adopt a new property tax ordinance establishing one property 

tax rate for all properties.  

It should be noted that to date, this Council finds itself is the same position as a previous 

Town Council that also sought Homestead enabling legislation of the General Assembly 

while retaining a 2-tier tax system with the highest commercial rate allowed under State law 

and no expressed commitment to convert to a single blended rate. 

Due to the complexity of the item and the lateness of the evening the council continued. 

Christopher Wilkens moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously so voted to 

CONTINUE the MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution requiring the conversion of the town’s 

current 2-tier property tax rate (residential/commercial) to a single tax rate for all properties 

upon implementation of a Homestead Exemption. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, Patrick W. Murray aye,  

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Matthew M. Mannix abstain 
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A RESOLUTION TO CONVERT THE TOWN’S CURRENT 2-TIER PROPERTY 

TAX RATE SYSTEM BACK TO A SINGLE RATE SYSTEM FOR RESIDENTIAL 

AND COMMERCIAL TAXPAYERS UPON ENACTMENT OF A HOMESTEAD 

EXEMPTION 
 
WHEREAS: The Narragansett Town Council recognizes that the cornerstone of sound tax 
policy is equity and desires to eliminate all real or perceived anti-business bias; and 
 
WHEREAS: The Town’s current 2-tier property tax system unnecessarily penalizes 
commercial taxpayers by setting their property tax rates at 1½ (maximum allowable by State 
law) times the residential; and  
 
WHEREAS: Due to our overwhelmingly large amount of residential property as compared to 
the small percentage of commercial property, a new blended single pre-Homestead 
Exemption property tax rate would only be $10.32 per thousand or 3.82% higher than the 
current residential rate of $9.94/ thousand dollars of value; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Narragansett Town Council will convert its 2-
tier residential – commercial property tax system back to a single rate system for all taxpayers 
automatically upon passage of a Homestead Exemption 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: A copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to members 
of our State Legislative Delegation upon passage. 
 
ADOPTED this 21st day of March A.D. 2016.       

       TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

                 S/ Matthew M. Mannix, President 

ATTEST: 

S/Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Town Clerk 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourns at 11:26

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES AC

                                                                                  

                                                                               

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC

Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk

 

 

A digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council meeting.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg

1:26 p. m.  

ATTEST:                                                                  MINUTES ACCEPTED AS 

                                                                                  PRESENTED/AMENDED

                                                                              

Anne M. Irons, CMC                                              Anne M. Irons, CMC 

Council Clerk                                                          Council Clerk 

digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council meeting.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg  

EPTED AS  

PRESENTED/AMENDED 

digital format is made a part of the record for a complete account of the council meeting. 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: July 28 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  James M. Manni Town Manager       
  
FROM: Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Historic Properties -Tax Credit for approved repairs  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council  SCHEDULES a PUBLIC HEARING on an ordinance to adopt a 
temporary tax credit to be applied to certain properties that receive Historic District 
Commission approval for exterior repairs, renovations and additions. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Since the establishment of the Narragansett Historic District Commission there has 
been an interest in identifying ways in which the Town can encourage the preservation 
and proper maintenance of the historic structures located in the Town’s five locally 
regulated Historic Districts.  One way to enhance the situation for owners of older 
homes is to provide a temporary tax break when they remodel or repair the exterior of 
their homes.   The reason for this is that the cost of sympathetic repair to historic 
houses is somewhat higher than more recently built homes, due mostly to the time it 
takes to delicately remove deteriorated sections of wall, trim or roofing and to splice, 
piece-in or repair those components.    
 
The Historic District Commission, in concert with the staff, has researched the State 
Law which enables such action, (RIGL 44-4.1), and drafted an ordinance they believe is 
both helpful to these homeowners and reasonable to the Town and its other taxpayers. 
The maximum tax credit would be capped at $2,000 per year or a total of $10,000 for 
the maximum five years of relief for a project exceeding $50,000 in construction cost. At 
the end of the tax credit period, the full tax obligation as required per the updated value 
and assessment would then be perpetually assigned. 
 
A copy of the draft was previously sent to Council members which was addressed in a 
workshop on March 28

th
 and a follow-up presentation at the Town Council’s regular 

meeting on June 20
th
.   

 
Staff suggests a public hearing date of September 6, 2016. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Draft Ordinance text 
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DRAFT FINAL 

CODE OF ORDINANCES, NARRAGANSETT RI 

PART II, CHAPTER 70 – TAXATION AND FINANCE 

ARTICLE VI TAX CREDIT FOR HISTORIC DISTRICT PROPERTIES* 

[*Charter references: Tax collector, art. 6, ch. 3; assessment, art. 6, ch. 4. 

State law references: Taxation, G.L. 1956, title 44; power to tax property, G.L. 1956, §45-2-2; local 

taxes, G.L. 1956, §44-5-1 et seq.; levy and assessment of local taxes, G.L. 1956, §44-5-1 et seq.; 

exemptions, G.L. 1956, §44-3-3; exemptions in Town of Narragansett, G.L. 1956, §44-3-23; exemption 

of railroad property in Town of Narragansett, G.L. 1956, §44-3-11.] 

 

DIVISION 1. AUTHORIZED 

In accordance with [Chapter 4.1 of Title 44 of the Rhode Island General Laws], the town council may 

by ordinance provide a property tax credit with respect to certain real property situated in the 

designated historic districts of the town to encourage maintenance and rehabilitation of the structures 

in such districts. 

 

DIVISION 2. HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW REQUIRED 

No credit will be allowed by the Tax Assessor unless the qualifying owner of a Historic Structure shall 

have been granted a certificate of appropriateness or recommendation of compatibility by the Town of 

Narragansett for the maintenance or rehabilitation work. 

 

DIVISION 3. DEFINITIONS 

In general, definitions and regulations set out in the Town of Narragansett Zoning Ordinance Section 5 

(Historic Districts) will be used in administering the historic district property tax credit unless a different 

meaning is clearly intended. Definitions set forth in RIGL 44-4.1 -2 are incorporated into this chapter 

by reference.   The following definitions are added for clarity in the exercise of this chapter. 

A. “Maintenance or Rehabilitation” means any construction, alteration, rehabilitation, repair, 

moving or demolition subject to regulation by the Historic District Commission of the Town of 

Narragansett. 

B. “Commission” means the Historic District Commission of the Town of Narragansett. 

C. “Historic Structure” means a historic residential or commercial structure which is 

     (i) Listed individually in the state register of historic places; or  

  (ii) Located in a district listed in the state register of historic places and certified by the  
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          commission as contributing to the historic character of that district; or  

     (iii) Located in a local historic district zone as designated by a city or town under  

          chapter 24.1 of title 45 and certified by the commission as contributing to the  

                    character of that historic district zone; or  

             (iv) Designated by a city or town as an individual structure subject to regulation by a                 

         local historic district commission under chapter 24.1 of title 45. 

        AND 

 is not of a character subject to federal depreciation allowance, except that a Historic 

Structure may contain a non-depreciable owner-occupied residential unit and also one 

(1) or two (2) depreciable rental units also owned by the structure’s owner-occupant.. 

D. “Owner” means a person or persons who hold legal title to the property. 

E. “Person” means an individual, estate, partnership, corporation (including a business trust), joint 

stock company, trust, unincorporated association, joint venture, limited liability company or 

other entity, or a government or any political agency or subdivision thereof.  

F.  “Tax Assessor” means the Tax Assessor of the Town of Narragansett. 

 

DIVISION 4. TAX CREDIT 

A. Effective Date 

Maintenance or Rehabilitation of Historic Structures occurring after [date] are eligible for the 

tax credit. 

B. Filing Date 

The tax credit shall initially be claimed in the calendar year the Maintenance or Rehabilitation 

work is completed. 

C. Minimum Expenditure 

In order to qualify for the tax credit, an Owner must spend at least Ten Thousand Dollars 

($10,000) on the Maintenance or Rehabilitation. 

D. Calculation Of The Credit 

(1) The credit shall equal twenty percent (20%) of the documented cost of the 

Maintenance or Rehabilitation. 

(2) The value of unpaid labor or unpaid materials shall not be considered in calculating the 

tax credit. Only documented actual costs of the project will be considered in calculating 

the credit. 

(3) No tax credit will be allowed for the cost of any project work which is outside of the 

scope of the Commission’s approval authority.  For the purpose of this clause a 

Maintenance or Rehabilitation project which is eligible for administrative review by the 
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Staff of the Town of Narragansett is considered to be within the scope of the 

Commission’s approval authority.  

 

 

DIVISION 5. RESTRICTIONS AND CARRYOVERS 

A. Maximum Credit In One Year 

The maximum tax credit which may be used by any taxpayer in a single year shall be Two 

Thousand Dollars ($2,000). 

B. Carryover 

Amounts of unused tax credit may be carried over for four (4) successive years following the 

initial year in which a credit is taken, or such shorter period until the entire credit has been 

used. 

C. Transferability 

D. The tax credit may be claimed by the initial eligible Owner only and cannot be transferred to 

any subsequent owner.  

E. Other Restrictions 

 [(1) A taxpayer may not claim the tax credit for expenditures that qualified for federal tax 

credits for Rehabilitation of certified historic structures in accordance with Internal 

Revenue Code section 47.] 

[(2) A taxpayer may not claim the tax credit for expenditures that qualified for Rhode Island 

tax credits in accordance with the mill building and economic revitalization act, Rhode 

Island General Law 42-64.7.] 

3. Restrictive Covenant - No historic residence, or historic commercial structure, 

maintained or rehabilitated may benefit from the provisions of this chapter unless the 

owner of the historic residence, or historic commercial structure, grants a restrictive 

covenant to the commission, agreeing that the historic residence, or historic 

commercial structure, shall retain its use and be maintained in a manner which 

preserves the historic character of the historic residence or historic commercial 

structure's rehabilitated portions historic character for a period equal to the length of 

the property tax reduction or until title to the property is transferred. 

4.  Forfeiture. –  In the event of the failure of the owner to keep the property 

nondepreciable or to maintain the property according to the commission's guidelines 

during the period of the tax reduction, the owner forfeits the property tax reduction 

retroactive to the date the reduction commenced. All differences in the amount of taxes 

that were paid and those that would have been due but for the reduction are payable 

together with interest of twelve percent (12%) per annum from the dates that the 

payments would have been due and are a lien against the historic residence. If the 

property is transferred to a new owner within the period that the tax reduction applies, 

the tax reduction shall cease, and not be applied to the new owner. 
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DIVISION 6. COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER AUTHORITIES 

Applicants for the tax credit shall conform to appropriate local, state or federal standards for 

construction or rehabilitation. Nothing contained herein shall be interpreted to authorize any person to 

violate any ordinance or law relating to building materials, construction methods, design review, or 

use.] 

 

DIVISION 7. APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATION GUIDELINES 

A. Forms 

Applications for certificates of appropriateness or recommendations of compatibility shall be 

filed on the official form designated by the Town. Forms are available from the Town of 

Narragansett website http://www.narragansettri.gov/.  Upon completion of maintenance or 

rehabilitation for which the owner of a historic residence, or historic commercial structure, 

seeks property tax reduction, the owner shall apply to the  tax assessor for relief under this 

chapter. Upon receiving the application, the  town tax assessor shall notify the commission. 

B. Documentation 

The Commission will require sufficient documentation or other evidence to ascertain eligibility, 

and the cost of the Maintenance or Rehabilitation that qualifies, for the tax credit. 

 (1) The applicant shall document his or her ownership of the Historic Residence by 

providing the Commission with sufficient evidence that he or she is a party named as 

an Owner on the current deed to the property. 

(2) The applicant shall document that he or she resides at the property, and whether the 

property is subject to federal depreciation allowance and shall document the use of 

any portions of the property not occupied as the Owner’s residence. 

(3) The Commission shall have the right to inspect the property (subject to reasonable 

advance request to the Owner) for the purpose of investigating and confirming 

eligibility and qualifying costs. 

  The applicant shall provide documentation to the Tax Assessor about the Maintenance 

or Rehabilitation work including: 

(a) color photographs, showing the property before the work was started and after 

the work was completed; 

(b) written descriptions of the work, its purpose, and how the work affected the 

exterior of the existing building, component elements, materials, and structural 

systems; 

(c) documentation of the costs incurred in the Maintenance or Rehabilitation work; 

(d) if needed, professionally prepared architectural plans and specifications; 
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(e) if needed, historical evidence that changes made to the exterior of the building, 

its component elements, materials, and structural systems returned the building 

to an earlier, documented historic appearance without destroying historically 

significant later additions; 

(f) if needed, documentation of compliance with appropriate local, state, or federal 

standards for construction or Rehabilitation, particularly the approval of the 

local building official and the local historic district commission; 

(g) a statement certifying that the information provided in the application is 

accurate, and acknowledging the certification requirements. 

(4) In order to defray the additional costs of evaluating and certifying eligibility for the tax 

credit, an administrative fee will be charged to any applicant seeking to claim a tax 

credit. The fee for projects of less than $25,000 will be $100. The fee for projects of 

$25,000 and over will be $200. 

C. Certification 

(1) Review of Costs 

The Commission will review the applicant’s statement of costs for the Rehabilitation or 

Maintenance work. Applicants are required to document claimed costs by presenting 

copies of canceled checks. If canceled checks are not available to document claimed 

costs, the Commission may consider other types of documentation such as itemized 

receipts for payments made. The Commission may request advice from the Finance 

Department regarding the review of claimed costs. Costs which cannot be documented 

shall not be allowed in calculating the tax credit.  

(2) Issuance of Certification 

If the Commission determines that the requirements of these regulations have been 

met, the Commission shall issue a written certification which shall state the total 

amount of the tax credit based upon the Owner’s statement of costs. This certification 

shall be filed by the Owner with the Owner’s property tax payment when requesting the 

tax credit from the Tax Assessor. 

 

DIVISION 8. REVIEW OF COMMISSION DETERMINATIONS 

The determination of the Commission as to eligibility for and amount of a tax credit applied for, shall be 

final and non-appealable; provided, that if the Commission is alleged by an Owner to have acted in an 

arbitrary and capricious manner, appeal may be taken to the Town Council. 
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:   August 3, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:   Anne Irons, CMC, Town Clerk      
   

FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer 
 

SUBJECT:  Sewer Policy Committee Referral, Plat N-R, Lots 672 & 673, 11 
Cross Road 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council refer a request from Peter Barlow for a waiver of the Sewer Policy 
for Plat N-R, Lots 672 & 673, 11 Cross Road to the Sewer Policy Committee for review. 

 

SUMMARY:   

 
The attached July 22, 2016 letter from Peter Barlow requests an appeal of a staff level 
denial on sewer availability for 11 Cross Road. 
 
The Sewer Policy Committee meets on an ad hoc basis to hear appeals from staff level 
decisions relating to the Town’s Sewer Policy.  
 
 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. July 22, 2016 applicant appeal letter. 
2. June 10, 2015 staff denial letter. 







 
 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT           CC:  2   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION           Amend No. ______ 
 

                                                                                                 Date Prepared:     August 4, 2016 

                                                                                      Council Meeting Date:    August 15, 2016  
____________________________________________________________________ 
TO:  James Manni, Town Manager  

 
FROM: Laura Kenyon, Finance Director 
      

 
SUBJECT: Real Estate and Motor Vehicle Abatements  

 
RECOMMENDATION:   

That the Town Council approves the list of Real Estate abatements in the amount of $930.24 and the 
list of Motor Vehicle abatements in the amount of $151.23.                          .       
 
        

SUMMARY:  
These Real Estate abatements concern:  

      

(1) An application for a Senior Variable exemption was filed and reviewed by the Interim Tax 
Assessor.  Upon sufficient evidence that this taxpayer was receiving in prior years past, the 
exemption was credited to the account. 
   

(2) A tangible account was inadvertently taxed twice; an abatement of the 2016 tax period for 
one of these accounts will be generated.     

 
  

The abatement process involves corrections of errors that are found as a matter of our daily tasks. 
They may be found by our office, or the property owner may have a property characteristic corrected 
upon an inspection. Many homes are not inspected during the reval process, and when an absent 
landlord finds an incorrect property characteristic, they schedule a complete inspection. 

 
 

SUMMARY:  
This Motor Vehicle abatement concerns:  
 

(1) Sufficient evidence was provided to the Tax Assessor’s office showing documentation that 
several motor vehicles were registered in another town.  Abatements for the 2016 tax period 
were generated and the motor vehicles were sent to the correct municipality.   
 

 
The abatement process involves corrections that are found as a matter of our daily tasks. Our office, 
the motor vehicle owner, or the Department of Motor Vehicles may require a change to the motor 
vehicle upon review.   
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT:    Copy of spreadsheet for real estate & motor vehicle abatements.     



REAL ESTATE ABATEMENTS

TAX YR OLD VALUE NEW VALUE DIFFERENCE RATE ABATE AMT ACCT # MAP/LOT NAME REASON

2016 2,000$                       -$                               2,000$                        15.12$       30.24$                 T-00-4093-43 RI CENTER FOR DENTAL SLEEP MEDICINE TAXED UNDER PERIO, INC-DUPLICATE TAX BILL

2016 -$                               -$                               -$                            900.00$               R-07-0125-00 K-381 ALICE GALLAGHER SR VAR EXEMPTION FILED; AB APPROVED

TOTAL  ABATE 930.24$           



MOTOR VEHICLE ABATEMENTS

TAX YR ACCT # NAME REG # VEH YR MAKE/MODEL DAYS VALUE ABATE AMT REASON

2016 M-00-1080-44 HULTQIST, ROGER 389660 2011 CHRY/200 181 2,071.00$    34.09$            SENT TO LINCOLN

2016 M-00-1080-44 HULTQIST, ROGER 389661 2010 JEEP/LIB 181 4,959.00$    81.63$            SENT TO LINCOLN

2016 M-00-1080-44 HULTQIST, ROGER AK 729 2007 JEEP/LIB 288 1,480.00$    24.36$            SENT TO LINCOLN

2016 M-00-1036-32 HUMENAY, ANDREW 039601 2008 TOYO/TAC 127 $678 11.16$            DMV ERROR

TOTAL ABATE 151.23$          
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  July 28, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: August 15, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: Narragansett Pier Middle School Mariner March 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the request from the Narragansett Pier Middle School 

for their annual “Mariner March” to be held on Tuesday June 6, 2017 from 2:30 pm to 

4:00 pm subject to approval of state and local regulations.  

 

SUMMARY:   

 
The “Mariner March” fundraiser is scheduled for Tuesday, June 6, 2017 at 2:30 pm.    

The walk starts at Narragansett Pier Middle School, down South Pier Road, onto Ocean 

Road up Kingstown Road across Prospect Avenue and ends at the Pier Middle School. 

The entire walk is conducted on sidewalks. Narragansett Police have approved this 

walk. 

  

All of the proceeds from the walk will go directly to the Narragansett Pier Middle School 

for their new “Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports” program. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application for Special Use 

2. Map 
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  July 28, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: August 15, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James Manni, Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: St. Thomas More Annual Parish Festival at Veteran’s Park   
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council approves the request from St. Thomas More Parish for their 

10th Annual Parish Festival at Veteran’s Memorial Park on Saturday June 17, 2017 

from 4:00 pm  to 10:00 pm. subject to state and local regulations.    

 

SUMMARY:   

 
The request for this annual event by St. Thomas More Parish to be held at Veteran’s 

Memorial Park is for a well-organized family event including food booths, amusement 

rides, and family oriented entertainment under tents. In the past nine years this event 

has been well attended by many residents, visitors to Narragansett, as well as 

parishioners of St. Thomas More. This event has also been very successful and open 

to the public. The Towers Committee, Police Department and Fire Department have 

been contacted regarding the date and time of this event to avoid potential conflicts with 

other events scheduled for that day. Set up will take place on Friday June 16
th
, 2017 

and removal will be complete by Monday June 19, 2017. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. St. Thomas More Parish request letter 
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: August 8, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni Town Manager      
   

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: Miscellaneous Licenses- (One Day Peddler) Valarie Westnedge  
  d/b/a Softouch, Inc.    
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 

That the Town Council approves a Miscellaneous License application for a One 
Day Peddler License for September 17 and 18, 2016 to Valarie Westnedge d/b/a 
Softouch, Inc. of Wakefield Rhode Island, subject to local and state regulations. 
 
SUMMARY: 

 
According to Town Ordinance 14-367 a license is required to sell items on any street in 
town and approved by the town council. 
 
According to Town Ordinance 14-369 the fee is $25.00 for each day. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 
1. Application 
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  July 26, 2016  
Council Meeting Date: August 15, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           
FROM:  Michael DiCicco, Director of Public Works 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:              Purchase and Installation of Electronic Spreader Control 
  
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council approves the purchase and installation of a certified electronic 
spreader control in Highway Division Truck 14 from Coastal International, utilizing the 
Greater Boston Police Council Contract, in the amount of $5,400.00. 
 
SUMMARY:   
 
Currently, Highway Truck 14 has a Raven controller which is geared more for 
agricultural applications and not salt brine.  At the time this truck was purchased in 
2006, the Raven controller was the only control available. With advancements in the 
winter maintenance especially salt brine applications, now controllers are produced 
specifically for brine. We currently utilize Certified Controls in Truck 6 and 10 which is 
very user friendly and accurate at metering the product.  This new control for Truck 14 
will give us the capability to have two tank trucks that can accurately and efficiently 
apply salt brine pre and post storm.  
 
The Town will be purchasing this system pursuant to the Greater Boston Police Council 
(GBPC) contract #GBPC 2014 – International that is competitively bid by the 
Metropolitan Area Planning Council Cooperative (MAPCC).  Coastal International 
Trucks, LLC of Warwick, RI, has quoted a price of $5,400.00 under this contract (see 
attached).  This competitive bid and award was executed by the MAPCC under the 
Massachusetts General Laws.  The Town joined the GPPC to take advantage of these 
competitive bids with large-volume and regional buying power.  Narragansett has 
utilized these contracts for procurement of police cars, pick-up trucks, heavy trucks, 
truck bodies, and other municipal equipment. 
 
Funding is available in the Public Works, Highway Division, Capital Projects Account 
#00200730 57071, Equipment Replacement.  
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Quote from Coastal International Trucks, LLC. 
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Date Prepared: July 6, 2016 
Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   
FROM:  Sean Corrigan, Police Chief 
 
PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Department of Attorney General Fingerprint Billing 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council approves the cost of fingerprints processed through the 
Department of Attorney General (State of Rhode Island), in the amount of $35.00 each 
for FY2016/2017. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Police Department processes approximately 14 to 15 fingerprint cards per month 
through the Department of Attorney General.  The estimated annual cost is 
approximately $6,100.00 
 
Funding is available in the Police Administration Operating Account #1511 50202, 
Contracted Services. 
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Date Prepared: July 12, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   
FROM:  Sean Corrigan, Police Chief 
 
PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Purchase of Ammunition 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves the purchase of ammunition for the Police Department 
from AAA Police Supply, in the amount of $6,036.00. 
 
SUMMARY:  

 
The Police Department maintains a minimum amount of ammunition at all times. Due to 
an overall ammo shortage over the past few years, there have been major delays in 
getting ammunition orders fulfilled and delivered. In the past when we have solicited 
bids, the lowest bidder, Eagle Point was unable to guarantee delivery date and took 
over twelve (12) months to deliver product. AAA, although not a state MPA, has ammo 
in stock and provides free delivery. In addition, their prices are equal to or less than the 
Eagle Point’s prices.    
 
Using AAA as the vendor will allow the police department to have product delivered 
within seven (7) business days after receipt of the order and thus put the standard level 
of stock at an acceptable level.  
 
Funding is available in the Police Department Operating Account # 1511 50331, 
Operating Supplies. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. AAA Police Supply Price List from 2015  
2. PO #20162483 showing last years’ prices which Det. Lt. Barber was able to get 

AAA to agree to this year. 
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Date Prepared: August 2, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
   

FROM:  Karen Saucier, Director Information Resources 
 

PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 

SUBJECT:  Annual Phone System Support Agreement 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
On January 6, 2014, Town Council approved the purchase of a new telephone system for 
Town Hall and other Town facilities and the new system was implemented.  This 
agreement renewal covers hardware maintenance, updates, monitoring, and support for 
the Towns’ VOIP Phone System.  The renewal period is: July 25, 2016 – July 24, 2017. 
 
This agreement is covered through the State of Rhode Island Master Price Agreement No. 
404 with Carousel Industries Inc. Bids were solicited and awarded by the State of Rhode 
Island, Office of Purchasing. The Town can utilize the State MPA to take advantage of the 
purchasing power associated with a large state-wide procurement.   
 
Funding is available in the Information Resources Operating Account #0001350 50311, 
Licenses/Dues. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1.  Invoices (two) from Carousel, dated 07/19/2016. 







TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  10   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared:  July 22, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: August 15, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
 
FROM:  Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation 
 
PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Replace Air Handler at North Beach Clubhouse 
  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the replacement of the air handler with electric heat at the 
North Beach Clubhouse, to be completed by JMB Mechanical, Inc., in the amount of 
$7,420.00. 
 

SUMMARY:   

 
The original twelve year old air handler with electric heat is in need of replacement due 
severe deterioration of the housing unit and damage to the heating element. The unit is 
designed to draw in fresh air to operate on a regular basis. Over time, this has accelerated 
the corrosion to the unit due to the salt air environment at this beach location. Other 
heating solutions were investigated and were three to four times the cost versus remaining 
with the same type of system. 
 
The solution is to replace this air handler with a new 5-ton air handler.  The quote includes 
the removal and disposal of the old system, the purchase, installation, and piping of the 
new system under our rates and mark up established in the HVAC contract. 
  
On October 19, 2015 the Town Council approved the extension of the General Heating, 
Ventilation, and Air Conditioning Services contract with JMB Mechanical through the 
period ending October 19, 2016.  The attached estimate of $7,420.00 from JMB 
Mechanical, Inc. is for the necessary work. Under the Town’s policy, projects with a 
value of over $4,000.00 under this format require Town Council approval.   
 
Funding is available in the Beach Enterprise Fund Operating Account #0034 50507, 
Building Maintenance/Repairs.  
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Quote from JMB Mechanical Inc., dated 7-18-2016. 
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Date Prepared:   August 2, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         
FROM:  Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Award of bid - Security System Maintenance & Improvement 

Services 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council awards the bid for “Security System Maintenance & 
Improvement Services” to Galaxy Integrated Technologies, Inc. at their quoted hourly 
rates and designated mark-ups for a one-year period. 
 
SUMMARY:   

 
The Town currently owns, operates, and maintains security system components, including 
door access controls, electronic gates/key fobs, CCTV, and alarms, at many Town 
buildings and properties.  In 2012, we solicited bids for the first time for “Security System 
Maintenance and Improvement Services” to maintain this equipment.  Over the past three 
years, we learned that this work should be divided into two separate bids to be most cost 
effective and efficient.  This bid is for the maintenance and improvement services 
component (the actual installation and repair of the hardware and software); the other bid 
for the Program and Design Services was awarded to Grist Security Consulting, Inc. on 
April 4, 2016. 
 
This bid includes hourly rates for various trades needed for maintenance of the security 
systems, as well as mark-ups for parts, materials, and equipment (like all of our 
miscellaneous contracts).  The contract period is August 15, 2016 – August 14, 2017. 
 
The request for bids was advertised in the Narragansett Times, solicited and posted on 
the Town of Narragansett and State Purchasing Division websites. Ten vendors were 
solicited and five responded. The attached spreadsheet lists the results from the 
solicitation. 
 
We recommend an award to the third lowest bidder, Galaxy as they are the lowest qualified 
bidder.   The two lowest bidders did not meet the bid specifications and are lacking the 
AMAG Symmetry Certification that is required in order to work on the Town’s system.  
There is no fixed contract value for this award.  This service contract will be used on an 
“as-needed” basis for system maintenance, upgrades and emergency repairs.  Any single 
project with a value that exceeds $4,000.00 will require Town Council approval.   
 
Funding is available in each department’s respective operating or capital budget. 
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ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. June 6, 2016 solicitation spreadsheet for bid opening. 
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To:  James M. Manni, Town Manager 
 
From: Katherine Sipala, School Superintendent 
 
Subject: Resolution Authorizing the Lease-Purchase of School Buses  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Town Council approve a resolution authorizing the Narragansett School Department 
to enter into a master equipment lease-purchase agreement and to authorize the Town 
Manager to execute the lease-purchase agreements on behalf of the town, subject to the 
review and approval of the Town Solicitor and/or Bond Counsel. 
 
BACKGROUND:    
 
The Narragansett School Department has requested to lease-purchase five school buses.  The 
lease will be in the form of a Tax-Exempt Master Equipment Lease-Purchase Agreement 
whereby the Narragansett School System will own the buses at the end of the lease term of 
five years.   
 
The buses will be purchased from Dattco Sales & Service through the National Joint Power 
Alliance collaborative agreement. The specific contract award number is 102115-DAT. The 
cost to purchase the buses is $82,090.00 each for a total cost of $410,450.00.  

 
The Narragansett School System solicited proposals for financing the lease-purchase from the 
following financial institutions:  

 
Santander Bank, N.A,                                           2.38% 
Signature Public Funding Corp.                            1.54% 
U.S. Bank Business Equipment Financing           1.625% 
Wells Fargo                                                           2.41% 
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The Narragansett School Committee has awarded the tax-exempt lease purchase financing 
agreement to Signature Public Financing Corp.  at a rate of 1.54% for the acquisition of the 
buses.  
 
The lease documents were reviewed by David Ferrara, Bond Counsel, and approved. He has 
also prepared the resolution to be approved by the Town Council. Finance Director Laura 
Kenyon from the Town and Finance Director Karen Hagan from the School Department have 
reviewed the proposed lease-purchase and recommend approval. 
 
The Narragansett School Committee requests the Town Council approve the resolution 
enabling the lease-purchase of five school buses. 
 
 
Attachment: 
 

1. Resolution 



RESOLUTION 
 

AUTHORIZING THE INCURRING OF LEASE OBLIGATIONS IN ANY AMOUNT NOT TO 

EXCEED $410,450.00 TO BE EVIDENCED BY THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A 

MASTER EQUIPMENT LEASE-PURCHASE AGREEMENT, AN ESCROW AGREEMENT AND 

AN EQUIPMENT SCHEDULE WITH RESPECT TO THE ACQUISITION, PURCHASE, 

FINANCING, AND LEASING OF CERTAIN EQUIPMENT FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT; 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF DOCUMENTS REQUIRED IN 

CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND AUTHORIZING THE TAKING OF ALL OTHER ACTIONS 

NECESSARY TO THE CONSUMMATION OF THE TRANSACTIONS CONTEMPLATED BY 

THIS RESOLUTION. 

WHEREAS, the Town of Narragansett (the “Lessee”), a body politic and corporate duly organized and existing as a 
political subdivision of the State of Rhode Island, is authorized by the laws of the State of Rhode Island to purchase, acquire, and 
lease personal property for the benefit of the Lessee and those it provides services to and to enter into contracts with respect 
thereto; 

WHEREAS, the Narragansett School Department desires to acquire/lease under a tax-exempt lease purchase financing 
of five (5) 77 passenger school buses under a master price proposal from Dattco, Inc, dated May 23, 2016 as amended July 8, 
2016 at the cost of $82,090.00 each; 

WHEREAS, the Narragansett School Department has solicited proposals from prospective lessors and has 
recommended Signature Public Funding Corp. (“Lessor”)] to provide such lease financing at the approximate rate of 1.54%; 

WHEREAS, all lease payments shall be the obligation of the School Department under its annual appropriation(s); 

WHEREAS, the Town’s approval of such lease is necessary to confer tax-exempt status on such financing; 

WHEREAS, the School Committee has requested the Town Council to approve the Town entering into a lease 
purchase agreement (the “Lease”) in the form attached hereto, with such changes as may be acceptable or required by the Town 
Solicitor. 

WHEREAS, the Lessee desires to purchase, acquire and lease certain equipment constituting personal property necessary 
for the Lessee to perform essential governmental functions; including without limitation said Five (5) 77 Passenger New 2017 

Navistar School Buses purchased from DATTCO Sales & Service and all other equipment Lessee or its Designated Officers 
may deem necessary and/or desirable (the “Equipment”) in an amount not more than $410,450.00, and the Lessee hereby finds 
and determines that the realistic estimated useful life of the Equipment is at least 5 years. 

WHEREAS, in order to acquire such Equipment, the Lessee proposes to enter into a Master Equipment Lease Purchase 
Agreement to be dated on or about August 15, 2016 (together with the Equipment Schedule to be dated as of on or about August 
15, 2016 and all related exhibits, schedules, and certificates attached thereto, the “Lease Agreement”) with Signature Public 
Funding Corp. (the “Lessor”) and one Escrow Agreement (together the Disbursement Request Form and Acceptance Certificate, 
the “Escrow Agreement”, and together with the Lease Agreement, the “Transaction Documents”) with the Lessor and Signature 
Bank, as escrow agent, the forms of which have been presented to the Town Council of the Lessee at this meeting; 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Lessee deems it for the benefit of the Lessee and for the efficient and effective 
administration thereof to enter into the Transaction Documents for the purchase, acquisition, and leasing of the Equipment to be 
therein described on the terms and conditions therein provided; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ENACTED by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

Section 1.  Approval of Documents.  The Town Council of the Lessee hereby approves the form, terms and provisions 

of the Transaction Documents in substantially the forms presented to this meeting and authorizes and directs James M. Manni, 
the Town Manager, of the Town of Narragansett and such other persons as he may delegate including , Karen M. Hagan, Director 
of Finance & Administration and Purchasing Agent for the Narragansett School System(the “Designated Officers”), and each of 
them individually, for and in the name of and on behalf of the Lessee, to execute, attested, seal,  and deliver the Transaction 
Documents, and any related Certificate, Exhibits, or other documents attached thereto substantially in such forms as presented 
herewith, together with such changes, modification, negotiations, insertions, revisions, corrections, or amendments as shall be 



approved by the officer executing them.  The execution of the foregoing by a Designated Officer shall constitute conclusive 
evidence of such officer’s and the Town Council’s approval of any such changes, insertions, revisions, corrections, negotiations, 
or amendments to the respective forms of agreements presented to this meeting. 

 Section 2.  Other Actions Authorized.  The officers and employees of the Lessee shall take all action necessary or 
reasonably required by the parties to the Transaction Documents to carry out, give effect to, and consummate the transactions 
contemplated thereby (including the execution and delivery of Certificates of Acceptance and Disbursement/Payment Requests, 
Notice and Acknowledgements of Assignments, and any tax certificate and agreement, each with respect to and as contemplated 
in the Agreement and/or Escrow Agreement) and to take all action necessary in conformity therewith, including, without 
limitation, the execution and delivery of any closing and other documents required to be delivered in connection with the 
Transaction Documents.  The Designated Officers and all other officers and employees of the Lessee are hereby directed and 
authorized to take and shall take all action necessary or reasonably required in order to select, purchase, and take delivery of the 
Equipment. All actions heretofore taken by officers, employees, and agents of the Lessee that are in conformity with the purposes 
and intent of this resolution are hereby approved, confirmed, and ratified. 

 Section 3.  No General Liability.  Nothing contained in this Resolution , the Transaction Documents, nor any other 
instrument shall be construed with respect to the Lessee as incurring a pecuniary liability or charge upon the general credit of the 
Lessee or against its taxing power, nor shall the breach of any agreement contained in this Resolution , the Transaction 
Documents, or any other instrument or document executed in connection therewith impose any pecuniary liability upon the 
Lessee or any charge upon its general credit or against its taxing power, payable from the general and current revenues of the 
Lessee/except to the extent that the rental payments payable under the Transaction Documents are special limited obligations of 
the Lessee as provided therein. 

 Section 4.  Appointment of Authorized Lessee Representatives.  The Designated Officers are each hereby designated to 
act as authorized representatives of the Lessee for purposes of the Transaction Documents until such time as the Town Council of 
the Lessee shall designate any other or different authorized representative for purposes of the Transaction Documents. 

 Section 5.  Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this Resolution shall for any reason be held to 
be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or unenforceability of such section, paragraph, clause, or provision shall not affect any 
of the remaining provisions of this Resolution. 

 Section 6.  Repealer.  All resolutions or parts thereof, inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed to the extent only of 
such inconsistency.  This Resolution shall not be construed as reviving any bylaw, order, resolution, or ordinance or part thereof. 

 Section 7.  Qualified Tax Exempt Obligations.  The Lessee, and its Town Council, designate its obligations under the 
Lease Agreements as “qualified tax exempt obligations” as defined in and for the purposes of Section 265(b)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. 

 
Section 8.   Effective Date.  This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon its approval and adoption. 

The foregoing Resolution was duly passed and adopted at a meeting of the Town Council (the “Governing Body”) of Town of 
Narragansett, held on August 15, 2016, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 
     ________________________________________ 
      Presiding Officer 
ATTEST: 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________  
   Anne M. Irons, CMC, Town Clerk 

Examined By: 

 

__________________________________________________ 
Town Solicitor 



 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  13   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: August 10, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Honorable Town Council 
        
FROM: Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor 
 
SUBJECT:    Request from OC Realty, LLC to modify the terms of an easement 
                      granted to 360 South Pier Rd in May 2015 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council hears a request from OC Realty, LLC to modify the terms of an 
easement granted to 360 South Pier Rd in May 2015.  
 
SUMMARY: 
 

In May 2015 the Town Council granted an easement across Town land from Point Ju-
dith Road to 360 South Pier Rd., the former Ocean Club roller rink.  Among the consid-
erations for the agreement is a restriction that that the property may only be developed 
for permitted uses.   
 
OC Realty LLC, signatory to the easement, now desires to repurpose the rink building 
by developing it into a 5 unit retail building on the site.  Because such a use is not au-
thorized per se in this zone as the project requires a special use permit, OC Realty de-
sires to modify this restriction and ratify the project. 
 
In addition to the foregoing request, the Town has received a letter from Narragansett 
Commons, LLC asserting that it is a contractual party to the proposed development and 
requesting to be relieved of several material conditions of the agreement. These include 
reducing the scope and duration of the grantee’s obligation to maintain the roadway and 
traffic devices and specifically any snow plowing on the easement.  It should be noted 
these conditions represent consideration to the Town for the Easement, which was 
granted without monetary compensation.  
 
OC Realty, LLC acknowledges an agreement exists with Narragansett Commons, LLC 
regarding the property, but does not join in their request.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Correspondence 7-13-16 from Attorney John Kenyon on behalf of OC Realty LLC.           
Draft of proposed agreement incorporating changes submitted by OC Realty, LLC. 

2. Email-Letter from Narragansett Commons, LLC 
3. Correspondence 8-10-16 from Attorney John Kenyon 
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Date Prepared:  July 26, 2016  
Council Meeting Date: August 15, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           
FROM:  Michael DiCicco, Director of Public Works 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:              Purchase of Monroe Snow Plow 
  
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council approves the purchase of one 11’ Monroe ½ Express Snow 
Plow from Donovan Equipment Co., Inc., utilizing the National Joint Powers Alliance 
(NJPA) contract, in the amount of $10,990.00. 
 
SUMMARY:   
 
This plow would be replacing a 2005 Root Plow that is currently on Highway Truck 8.  
The Root Plow has been in service since 2005 and served its purpose well, but due to 
the constant wear and tear that a snow plow endures, it is in need of replacement. It is 
very hard to get replacement parts for this plow as they are not used much in the 
Northeast anymore and vendors are scarce.  The current plow uses a full trip blade 
system which puts a lot of stress on the plow and the truck. The new plow system has a 
torsion trip edge which is more forgiving to the plow and the truck. Truck 8 is 2005 
Sterling 8500, and is not scheduled for replacement until 2019/2020 budget. At that 
time, this new plow would transfer to the new truck. We are currently transitioning our 
plow inventory for large trucks to the Monroe system. 
 
The Town will be purchasing this plow pursuant to the National Joint Powers Alliance 
cooperative procurement contract #080114-MTE to take advantage of the purchasing 
power available with a national procurement contract.  The plow will be purchased and 
delivered from Donovan Equipment Co., Inc. at the contract price of $10,990. 
 
Funding is available in the Public Works, Highway Division, Capital Projects Account 
#00200730 57071, Equipment Replacement.  
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Quote from Donovan Equipment Co., Inc., dated 7/15/16. 
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Date Prepared:  August 10, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         
FROM:  Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 

SUBJECT:  Change Order for Purchase of a Server Replacement  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the Change Order Request for the purchase of one (1) 
replacement PowerEdge R730xd Server from Zones, Inc. in the amount of $11,791.91, 
utilizing the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) contract.   
 
SUMMARY:   

 
On August 1, 2016 Town Council approved the purchase of server replacement from Dell 
Marketing, LP in the amount of $12,219.48, utilizing the State of Rhode Island Master Price 
Agreement.  Since that time, the Purchasing Manager has found a national contract that 
the Town may utilize with more aggressive pricing.  The purchase is still for a Dell 
PowerEdge R730xd server but due to the national contract (NJPA) with Zones, Inc., the 
Town can realize a savings of $427.57 by purchasing it through them.  
 
The Town will be purchasing this server pursuant to the National Joint Powers Alliance 
cooperative procurement contract with Zones, Inc. to take advantage of the purchasing 
power available with a national procurement contract.   
 
Funding is available in the Information Resources Capitol Projects Account #00200130 
57070, Server Replacement Program.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Quotation from Zones, Inc., dated 8/8/2016. 
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Date Prepared:  August 2, 2016  
Council Meeting Date: August 15, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
           
FROM:  Michael DiCicco, Director of Public Works 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:              Regional Road Striping Program 
  
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council awards the bid for Road Striping Services to Safety Marking, Inc. 
at their quoted unit prices for the Fiscal Years of 2016/2017 and  2017/2018. 
 
SUMMARY:   
 
The Town of Narragansett participates in a regional road striping procurement contract 
with Charlestown, North Kingstown, South Kingstown and Westerly which is managed 
by the Town of South Kingstown. Participation in this regional procurement effort 
provides the opportunity for obtaining very competitive pricing for this essential service.  
The Narragansett Department of Public Works utilizes this contract each year to 
complete all of the roadway centerline and edge line painting. 
 
South Kingstown solicited the bids and three vendors responded for the July 8, 2016 bid 
opening (see attached spreadsheet).  Safety Marking, Inc. has been awarded the bid 
from the Town of South Kingstown at their July 25, 2016 meeting.  Narragansett’s share 
of the cost is approximately $12,000.00 per application.  The Town applies one to two 
applications per year. 
 
Funding is available in the Highway Division Operating Account #0001730 50509, 
Roadway Maintenance and Repair. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Bid award from South Kingstown, dated 7/26/16 
2. Bid tabulation. 
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Date Prepared: July 29, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager      
  
FROM:  Sean Corrigan, Police Chief 
 
PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Annual Contract for PD’s Computer (IMC) Software 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves the annual contract for technical support for the Police 
Department’s computer software system with Tritech Software Systems, in the amount 
of $15,958.75. 
 
SUMMARY:  

 
This contract renewal includes the licensing fee, software support and updates for the 
main software utilized by the Police Department. The department began using this 
software in 2001. The majority of the police agencies in the State of Rhode Island also 
use Tritech Software Systems (formerly Information Management Corp or IMC) 
software package for their daily operations. The contract period is: October 1, 2016 – 
September 30, 2017. Tritech/IMC is the manufacturer of this software. 
 
In accordance with the Town of Narragansett Code of Ordinances, Section 70-326 and 
Rhode Island General Laws, Chapter 55, Section 45-55-8, I, the Purchasing Manager, 
have determined this to be a sole source item. 
 
Funding is available in the Police Administration Operating Account #0001511 50202, 
Contracted Services.    
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. Quotation/Listing from TriTech Software Systems 
2. Invoice from TriTech Software Systems. 
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Date Prepared:  July 29, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: August 15, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager    
         
FROM:  Sean Corrigan, Police Chief 
 
PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Purchase of Police Cruisers & Accessories 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves the purchase of three (3) new Ford Utility PI AWD police 
cruisers from MHQ Municipal Vehicles, in the amount of $83,954.30 and the removal, 
transfer and installation of radios, sirens, lights and accessories to outfit the 3 vehicles from 
Patrol Data, in the amount of $23,330.83 (for a grand total of $107,285.13).  
 

SUMMARY:   

 
As indicated in the attached memo, these new Ford vehicles will replace three (3) older 
Ford Crown Victoria patrol cars that have reached the end of their use as police vehicles. 
These vehicles have reached a point where it is no longer viable to repair them. 
 
The Town will be purchasing these vehicles under the Greater Boston Police Council 
(GBPC) contract that is administered and competitively bid by the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council Cooperative (MAPCC). This competitive bid and award was executed by 
the MAPCC under the Massachusetts General Law. The Town joined the GBPC to take 
advantage of these competitive bids with large volume buying power. 
 
All reusable equipment including two-way radios, light bars and sirens will be removed from 
old vehicles and then transferred and installed onto new vehicles by Patrol Data. In 
addition, some new parts will have to be purchased and installed such as wiring, speakers, 
brackets and LED lights. 
 
Funding is available in the Police Administration Capital Projects Account #200190 57522, 
Vehicle Replacement. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Letter to Town Council dated August 3, 2016 
2. Two quotations from MHQ Municipal Vehicles dated July 5, 2016  
3. Two estimates from Patrol Data. (Estimate #7262 is the total for one         

      vehicle, however 2 vehicles need to be outfitted). 
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Date Prepared:  August 3, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   James M. Manni, Town Manager 
         
FROM:  Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer 
 

PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Change Order for Public Safety Building Improvements Project  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves Change Order Requests 34-36 and 38-42 inclusive, for 
the Public Safety Building Improvements Project with Urbane Construction, in the total not-
to-exceed amount of $188,397.00.   
 
SUMMARY:   

 
Please refer to the attached Project Report and spreadsheet for an update on the status of 
the work and the various Change Order Requests that have been approved, rejected, or 
are pending under this Agenda Item. As noted, the new total project cost (construction 
phase) with these Change Orders included would be $1,652,055.00. 
 
The original bid was awarded by Town Council on June 1, 2015.  
 
Funding is available from future bond proceeds (maximum allowable bond amount $2 
million). 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 
1. Project Report, dated July 2016 
2. Spreadsheet detailing Change Order Requests (approved, rejected, and pending). 
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Date Prepared: August 5, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager 
          
FROM:  Sean Corrigan, Police Chief  
 
SUBJECT:   Parking Restrictions Resolution Amendment – Ashley Court and Middle Road, 

Narragansett, Rhode Island 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council INTRODUCES, READ, PASSES and ACCEPTS as a First Reading 
“A Resolution Amending the Official List of Parking Restrictions and Regulations in the Town of 
Narragansett in Accordance with the Narragansett Code of Ordinances”.  

 
SUMMARY:  

 
As in accordance to Chapter 74 Traffic and Vehicle, Sec. 74-35. - Specific streets Parking 
Regulations (b) a resolution cannot be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced but shall, 
rather, be referred to a subsequent regular or special meeting at least seven days thereafter for 
a vote. 
 
Parking restrictions were put in place on Ashley Court in 1996 by Resolution 96-29. In 2014 
parking restrictions were amended in Eastward Look and Ashley Court was not included in the 
change. 
 
In 1987 by Chapter 584 the “Parking Ordinance Providing Regulations for Specific Streets” was 
amended by placing parking restrictions on Middle Road for the westerly side of the road only. 

 

Staff has recommended that Ashley Court be changed to mirror the parking restrictions of all 
other roads in Eastward Look and Middle Road would be amended to reflect no parking on 
either side of the road and would now extend up to Sakonnet Boulevard. 
 
The recommendation is as follows: 
 

ASHLEY COURT No Parking either side (10:00 p.m. through 5:00 a.m., inclusive, from the day 
after Labor Day to the day before Memorial Day) 
 

MIDDLE ROAD No Parking either side (10:00 p.m. through 5:00 a.m. from Burnside Avenue to 
Sakonnet Boulevard.  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Proposed Resolution 

 



 

 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE OFFICIAL LIST OF PARKING RESTRICTIONS AND REGULATIONS IN THE 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NARRAGANSETT CODE OF ORDINANCES 

WHEREAS, Chapter 19, Article III, Section 19-30 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 

Narragansett, provides a procedure to amend the parking restrictions and regulations 

on specific streets in the Town of Narragansett; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Staff has recommended, in accordance with Section 19-30, that the parking 

restrictions and regulations within Eastward Look and the Village of Point Judith be 

amended; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett that the parking 

restrictions and regulations on specific streets as required by Section 19-30 are hereby 

amended as follows for the roads listed below: 

EASTWARD LOOK NORTH (10:00 p.m. through 5:00 a.m., inclusive, from the day AFTER         

Labor Day to the day before Memorial Day) 

ASHLEY COURT No Parking Both Sides 

 

MIDDLE ROAD  No Parking Both Sides from Burnside Avenue to Sakonnet  

                            Boulevard 

 

 

Any vehicle found in violation of this Resolution shall be towed or otherwise removed at the owner’s 

expense and liability. 

 

ADOPTED this           day of                  A.D. 2016. 

ATTEST:                                                                                                    TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

    

Anne M. Irons, CMC      Matthew M. Mannix 

Town Clerk       Town Council President 



 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  21   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared: August 8, 2016 
Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  James M. Manni, Town Manager       
  
FROM: Councilman Patrick Murray 
 
SUBJECT: Authorizing exemption of up to $35,000 of the assessed value of 
                      Commercial Tangible Property from local taxation 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council INTRODUCES, READS, PASSES and ACCEPTS the  First 
Reading of  An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of 
the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. 
(Tangible Property Exemption) 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
This ordinance will authorize the exemption from taxation up to $35,000 on Commercial 
Tangible property.  If enacted by the Town Council, this action will remove an adminis-
trative and financial burden completely for the numerous small businesses in Narragan-
sett whose entire commercial tangible property is valued at less than $35,000. The ex-
emption would also provide a measure of relief to those businesses whose property 
value exceeds this threshold.   
 
This action also promises to significantly reduce the administrative resources used by 
the town relative to collecting this tax.  It is anticipated that such administrative savings 
would significantly offset revenue not collected as a result of the exemption. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance 
 



 

 

 
TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 
CHAPTER  

 
AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN 

OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “TAXATION & FINANCE” 

 
It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 
Section 1:  Article I, (In General), of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 

Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & Finance” is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

 

Sec. 70-1. - List of ratable property. 

 

(a)  A system of classification of taxable property is hereby adopted by the town in which 

all ratable property in the town shall be classified by the assessor as follows: 

(1) Class 1: All residential real estate which consists of not more than five dwelling 

units and all residential real estate that consists of six dwelling units in which at least 

one unit is owner-occupied. Class 1 includes all mobile/manufactured homes. 

(2) Class 2: All commercial and industrial real estate and all residential real estate 

which consists of six dwelling units in which no units are owner-occupied and all 

residential real estate which consists of more than six dwelling units. 

(3) Class 3: All ratable tangible personal property. 

(4) Class 4: All motor vehicles and trailers subject to the excise tax created by Chapter 

34 of Title 44 of the General Laws of Rhode Island. 

(b) Where real property is used or held for more than one purpose and the uses result in 

different classifications, the assessor shall allocate to each classification the percentage 

of true and fair cash value to the property devoted to each use. 

 

Sec. 70-2. - Duties of assessor and finance director. 

(a) The assessor of the town, on or before June 15 of each year, shall make a full and fair 

cash valuation of all the estate, real and personal, including motor vehicles and trailers, 

subject to taxation, and determine the assessed valuation of each property class. 



 

 

(b) The finance director with the approval of the town council shall have the authority to 

apply different rates of taxation to each property class and to determine the tax due 

and payable on the property; provided however, that such rates of taxation shall be 

uniform within each class; and provided further that for each year, Class 2 property 

rates shall not be more than 150 percent of Class 1 property tax rates. 

(Ch. 836, § 1, 6-30-2003) 

Sec. 70-3. - Tax levy determination. 

The assessor shall provide to the finance director and the town council a list containing the 

full and fair cash valuation of each property class. The finance director shall, with the 

approval of the town council, annually determine the percentages of the tax levy to be 

apportioned each class of property and shall annually apply tax rates sufficient to produce the 

proportion of the total tax levy. 

(Ch. 836, § 1, 6-30-2003) 

Sec. 70-4. - Compliance with state law. 

(a) All property in Class 3, which is classified as inventory, shall be taxed in accordance with 

§ 44-3-29.1 of the General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing out of taxes on 

said property. 

(b)  All property in Class 4 shall be taxed in accordance with Chapter 34.1 of Title 44 of the 

General Laws of Rhode Island regarding the phasing out of taxes on said property. 

 

(Ch. 836, § 1, 6-30-2003) 

Sec. 70-5 – Tangible Property Exemption 

All property in class 3, shall be valued according to State law 44-5-12.1, provided that the 

taxable value shall be then reduced by up to $35,000 after application of the State mandated 

depreciation for the appropriate tangible property classification.    

Secs. 70-6—70-20. - Reserved. 

 

Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



 

 

 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

15th day of August, 2016. 

 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 6th day of 

September, 2016. 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
Anne Irons, Town Clerk 

 
 



 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  22   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    
 

Date Prepared: August 8, 2016 
Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Honorable Town Council   
       
FROM: Councilman Patrick Murray 
 
SUBJECT:    Property tax exemptions for War Veterans, their Widows, Service 
                      Disabled, Gold Star Parents, Prisoners of War, and certain properties 

specially modified for Service Disabled veterans. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council INTRODUCES, READS, and PASSES and ACCEPTS 
as a First Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of The Code Of Ordinances 
of the Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. 
(Veteran, Widow/Widower of Veteran, 100% Disabled Veteran, Specially Modified Housing 
for Service Disabled Veteran, Prisoner of War) 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Narragansett has not modified its war veteran tax exemption since 1986.  Due to the 
way the law, and our tax rate are constructed, we currently offer one of the lowest War 
Veteran and related property tax exemptions in Rhode Island.  This amendment would 
increase the allowable real property and motor vehicle tax exemptions for War 
Veterans, their Widows or Widowers, Service Disabled, Gold Star Parents, Prisoners of 
War, and certain properties specially modified for Service Disabled veterans 
This proposed ordinance allows the Town to apply property tax exemptions to the 
following amounts: 
 

War Veteran 44-3-4(a)(1) $20,000 from assessed value of real 
property, or $12,000 from assessed 
value of motor vehicle. 

War Veteran’s Widow / Widower:  44-3-4(a)(1) $20,000 / $12,000 

Service Related Total Disability: 44-3-4(c) $20,000 / $12,000 

Gold Star Parent: 44-3-5 $20,000 / $12,000 

Prisoner of War 44-3-4(e) $40,000 / $24,000 

Specially Modified Housing for 
Service Disabled 

44-3-4(b) $50,000 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 



 

 

 
TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 
CHAPTER 70 

 
AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN 

OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “TAXATION & FINANCE” 

 
It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 
Section 1:  Subdivision IV, (Veteran Prisoner of War), of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances 

of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & Finance” is hereby amended and enacted to 

read as follows: 

 

Subdivision IV. - Veteran, Widow/Widower of Veteran, 100% Disabled Veteran, 
Specially Modified Housing for Service Disabled Veteran, Prisoner of War 
 
Sec. 70-100 Veterans – Widow/Widower of Veteran 
 

Pursuant to the authority granted pursuant to G.L. 1956, § 44-3-4(a)(1), there is hereby 

established an exemption from taxation for the real or personal property of any veteran of 

military or naval service of the United States of America, or unmarried widow/widower of a 

veteran. The amount of the exemption from taxation granted by this section shall be 

$20,000.00 from the assessed valuation of the real property and $12,000 from the total 

assessed value of any motor vehicle(s) assessed to that veteran, widow/widower. 

 

Sec. 70-101 Specially Modified Housing for Service Disabled 

 

Pursuant to the authority granted pursuant to G.L. 1956, § 44-3-4(b), there is hereby 

established an exemption from taxation for the real or personal property of any veteran of 

military or naval service of the United States of America, or the unmarried widow/widower or 

that veteran, who is determined, under applicable federal law by the Veterans Administration 

of the United States, to be totally disabled and has “specially adopted housing” under the 

laws administered by the Veterans Administration. The amount of the exemption from 

taxation granted by this section shall be $50,000.00 from the assessed valuation of the real 

property assessed to that disabled veteran. Provided that it is occupied as his or her domicile. 



 

 

 

Sec. 70-102 Service Related Total Disability 

Pursuant to the authority granted pursuant to G.L. 1956, § 44-3-4(c), there is hereby 

established an exemption from taxation for the real or personal property of any veteran 

determined to be 100% VA disabled, of military or naval service of the United States of 

America, or the unmarried widow/widower of that veteran. The amount of the exemption 

from taxation granted by this section shall be $20,000.00 from the assessed valuation of the 

real property and $12,000 from the total assessed value of any motor vehicle(s) assessed to 

that disabled veteran. 

 

Sec. 70-103 Gold Star Parent  

 

Pursuant to the authority granted pursuant to G.L. 1956, § 44-3-5, there is hereby established 

an exemption from taxation for the real or personal property of any person whose son or 

daughter has served with the armed forces of the United States of America, providing the 

death was determined to be in the line of duty. The amount of the exemption from taxation 

granted by this section shall be $20,000.00 from the assessed valuation of the real property 

and $12,000 from the total assessed value of any motor vehicle(s) assessed to that parent. 

 

Sec. 104-105 -Reserved 

 

Sec. 70-106. - Exemption for prisoner of war veterans. 

 

Pursuant to the authority granted pursuant to G.L. 1956, § 44-3-4(e), there is hereby 

established an exemption from taxation for the real or personal property of any veteran of 

military or naval service of the United States of America who has been classified or 

determined to be a prisoner of war by the Veterans Administration of the United States. The 

amount of the exemption from taxation granted by this section shall be $40,000.00 from the 

assessed valuation of the real property and $24,000 from the total assessed value of any 

motor vehicle(s) assessed to that veteran. In order to qualify for this exemption, each 



 

 

prisoner of war must file with the tax assessor an application in a form approved by the tax 

assessor on or before January 31 of the year for which the exemption is claimed. 

 

Secs. 107 -120. - Reserved. 

 
Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

15th day of August, 2016. 

 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 6th day of 

September, 2016. 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 
Anne Irons, Town Clerk 

 
 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  23   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared: August 9, 2016  

                                                                                      Council Meeting Date: August 15, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     Honorable Town Council 
         

FROM:  Patrick W. Murray, Council Member 

 

SUBJECT: Proposed Ordinance- Definition of Homestead   
 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
That the Town Council introduces, reads, passes and accepts a First Reading of An 
Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 
Narragansett, Rhode Island, entitled “Taxation & Finance”. 
 
 

SUMMARY: 

 
At issue is to define “Homestead” for the purposes of future discussion, clarification and 
computations for the Town staff and the general public. 
 
A homestead exemption would be a tax reduction by the Town of Narragansett which is 
applied to certain residential properties which meet specific guidelines.  You must hold 
legal title to the property and you must reside in the property.  The homestead 
exemption applies to single family homes, condominiums, the percent of two family 
homes owner occupied, the percent of three family homes owner occupied and mixed 
use as outlined by this council. 

 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance 



 

 

 
 
 
 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER  

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN 

OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “TAXATION & FINANCE” 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

Section 1:  Division 3 (REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION AND DEFERRAL), of Chapter 70 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & Finance”  is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

 
Sec 70 - 60. - Definitions 

 

As used in this subdivision, the following terms shall have the meaning indicated: 
 
Homestead - A residential dwelling unit in which an individual holds legal title and 
occupies in excess of 183 days per calendar year.  
 

Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

           day of August, 2016. 

 

Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the  

           day of September, 2016. 

 

ATTEST: 

 
 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  24   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared:  August 9, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: August 15, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO: Honorable Town Council 
         
FROM:          Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem  
 
SUBJECT: First Reading - Historic Cemetery Tax Exemption 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council INTRODUCES, READS, PASSES and ACCEPTS as A First 
Reading An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 70 of the Code Of Ordinances of the 
Town of Narragansett, Rhode Island, Entitled Taxation & Finance. 
(Historical Cemetery Preservation Property Tax Abatement) 
 
                    
SUMMARY: 
 
At the June 6, 2016 town council meeting, Evelyn Wheeler, Washington County 
Commissioner of Rhode Island Advisory Commission on Historical Cemeteries and 
Chair of the Narragansett Historical Cemetery presented to the Town Council a 
proposal for a new  town ordinance as authorized in RIGL §44-3-63 which allows city 
and town councils to provide an abatement for any real property on which a historical 
cemetery is located as well as full or partial reimbursement of expenses for repairing 
and maintaining said property.  
 
The Town Solicitor was directed to draft a proposed ordinance for a Historical Cemetery 
Preservation Property Tax Abatement.  After meetings with Evelyn Wheeler and 
discussions with the Town Solicitor, the attached proposed ordinance was drafted. 
 
The tax abatement shall not exceed $100.00 annually.  There are 27 historical 
cemeteries located in town however only 15 cemeteries have actually been located.  
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

 
1. Proposed Ordinance 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 
CHAPTER  

 
AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 70 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “TAXATION & 
FINANCE” 
 
It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 
 
Section 1:  Subdivision VI, (Historical Cemetery Preservation Property Tax Abatement), of 
Chapter 70 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett, entitled “Taxation & 
Finance” is hereby enacted to read as follows: 
 
Subdivision VI. - Historical Cemetery Preservation Property Tax Abatement 

 

Sec 70 - 130. - Purpose.  

 
This ordinance is intended to create an incentive for property owners to preserve Historical 
Cemeteries located in Narragansett, recognizing they are a cultural resource and their proper care 
helps preserve the rural character of the Town.  
 

Sec 70 - 131. - Definitions 

 

As used in this subdivision, the following terms shall have the meaning indicated:  
 
Committee. The Narragansett Historical Cemetery Committee. 
 

Historical Cemetery.  A piece of land set aside to bury human remains more than 100 
                                    years ago.  
 
Owner. All owners of property containing a Historical Cemetery. 
 
 
Sec 70-132. - Eligibility 

 
(a)  The owner of property with an eligible historic cemetery may apply, on a voluntary basis, to 
       the Historical Cemetery Committee for a certificate of appropriateness for his or her  
       cemetery. The application must include documentation of ownership of lot but not limited  
       to: 
 
      (1) recorded deeds that contain a reference to the cemetery, or 
      (2)  a chain of title search which identifies the original owner. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
(b)  Upon receipt of an application, Committee shall first determine whether the cemetery meets 
       the definition of a historic cemetery as set forth in the ordinance. If the Committee  
       determines that the cemetery meets the definition of a "historic cemetery" as set forth 
       above, it shall issue a certificate to the owner of the cemetery certifying its historic status. 
 
Sec 70-133. - Tax abatement and application 

 

(a) Upon certification by the Committee as a historic cemetery, the owner of the property shall 
      be eligible  for a property tax abatement annually for the preservation and maintenance of 
      the historic cemetery.  
 
      The property owner shall apply for the abatement with the Tax Assessor by filling out a 
      form prepared   by the Tax Assessor for said abatement as well as presenting the certification  
      by the Committee that  the cemetery is a historic one. Once applied for, the owner of the  
      property shall not be required to renew the application on an annual basis. 
 
Sec 70-134. - Forfeiture of tax abatement and penalty for noncompliance 

 
(a) If the owner of the property with the historic cemetery fails to maintain the cemetery, the 
      owner shall  forfeit the property tax abatement as set forth above. Upon forfeiture,  
      subsequent payments shall be  adjusted and billed for the full tax obligation of the property 
      without benefit or reference to the tax abatement. In addition thereto, the property owner 
      shall be liable for the amount that should have been  paid to the Town of Narragansett 
      in property taxes from the date the abatement was granted to 
      the time the abatement is forfeited.   
 
(b) It shall be the duty of the Committee to annually inspect the certified historic cemetery 
      to determine whether it has been maintained. 
 
 Sec 70-135. - Administration 
 
(a) The Tax Assessor shall provide the abatement set forth above pursuant to R.I.G.L. § 44-3-63. 
 
(b) The tax abatement shall be in an amount not exceeding $100. 
 
(c)  Any applications for the tax abatement authorized by this ordinance filed after April 15 
      of any year  and subsequently approved by the Tax Assessor shall not be operative until the 
      year succeeding said  filing, and the tax abatement shall become effective as of 
      December 31 following the date of filling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or 
parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 
          day of August, 2016. 
 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the    
          day of September, 2016. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
Anne Irons, Town Clerk 
 
 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  25   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared:  August 9, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: August 15, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

TO: Honorable Town Council 
         

FROM:          Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem  
 

SUBJECT: Senior Advisory Council  
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council creates a South County Senior Advisory Council which includes 
Narragansett and South Kingstown. 
                    
SUMMARY: 
 
The composition of the South County Senior Advisory Council will include the following 
members: 
 
One Town Council Member from Narragansett 
One Town Council Member from South Kingstown 
One Police/Fire Designee in Public Safety 
Director of Parks & Recreation Narragansett 
Director of Parks & Recreation South Kingstown 
Two Medical Representatives 
One Nurse Case Manager 
Two Senior Citizens 
One Representative from Southern RI Volunteers 
One Representative of South County Community Action Program 
                                    (Saul Richman or Suzanne Carson) 
One Representative from URI Gerontology Program 
One Representative RI Geriatrics Education Program at URI 
 
This group would meet quarterly to ensure the needs of the aging population in South 
County. 
 
 

ATTACHMENT: 

 
 
 
 
 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT          CC:  26   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION          Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: July 18, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:   Honorable Town Council 
        

FROM:  Raymond A. Ranaldi, Council Member 
 

SUBJECT:  Financial Forecast  
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council directs the Town Manager to prepare a three year financial forecast for 
the Town. 

 

SUMMARY: 
 
The purpose of this item is to identify the financial needs in terms of future tax rates by way of 
projecting the next three years of indebtedness for the Town of Narragansett.  Included in this 
work will be projections for costs of practical asset upgrades and asset protection for each 
department, including the impact of the proposed Library bond referendum (assuming that it 
passes). The scope of work should include projections for reducing OPEB and the Town’s 
retirement indebtedness.  All potential bonding, school department projected shortfalls, 
contractual obligations and inflation should be considered.  
 
The above information shall then be used to project taxation needs for the 2017-2018, 2018-
2019 and 2019-2020 budgets. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  27   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: August 8, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni Town Manager      
   

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: Miscellaneous Licenses- (One Day Peddler) Tim Bristow & Colby  
  Blanchet d/b/a Yea Dog Request to waive fees   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 

That the Town Council WAIVES the fee in the amount of $175.00 for the 7 
remaining One Day Peddler’s Licenses for Colby Blanchet and Tim Bristow d/b/a 
Yea Dog. 
 
SUMMARY: 

 
 
According to the town ordinance only 10 Peddler licenses may be issued each year at a 
fee of $50.00 for the year. However a One Day Peddler License is available for 
Peddlers at a daily rate. 
 
Tim Bristow & Colby Blanchet d/b/a Yea Dog applied for and was approved for several 
One Day Peddler licenses at a fee of $25.00 a day totaling $775.00. At the August 1

st
 

meeting another 7 One Day Peddler licenses were approved at $25.00 per day totaling 
an additional $175.00.  Colby Blanchet, partner of Yea Dog requested the town council 
to consider waiving the remaining fee of $175.00 for the final 7 One Day Peddler’s 
Licenses  
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 
1. Letter 
 
 





 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  28   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: August 8, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  August 15, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  James M. Manni Town Manager      
   

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: Schedule a Hearing – Request for new Signage 
  Maharaja Restaurant, 1 Beach Street, Narragansett, RI 
  Plat C, Lot 181/2C   
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 

That the Town Council SCHEDULES a hearing for a request from Narragansett 
Recreation LLC d/b/a Aqua Blue Hotel (Maharaja Restaurant) for the APPROVAL 
of new signage to be installed for the Maharaja Restaurant. 
 
And the Town Council REFERS to the Planning Board for Recommendation. 
  
SUMMARY: 
 
The Maharaja Restaurant located in the Aqua Blue Hotel in the Pier Market Place has 
requested to install new signage on the side of the building. 
 
 
The Pier Market Place is located in the Urban Renewal Zone.  According to the Town’s 
Supplementary Zoning  Regulations, Section 7.1 Urban Renewal Zone (b) the Town 
Council has the right to review and approve all changes to any previously  plan, site 
plan, construction or other work done with the Urban Renewal Zone and also review 
and approve all new construction projects, site plan changes or any other work with that 
zone. 
 
According to Section 7.1 Urban Renewal Zone (c) all applications submitted to the town 
council for review and approval pursuant to either subsection 7.1 (b) or any other 
provision of the redevelopment plan referenced in 7.1(a) shall be referred to the 
Planning board for their review and recommendation to the town council 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
 

1. Zoning Ordinance 7.1 
2. Request and proposed signage 
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